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SALIENT POINTS OF PM SHRI NARENDRA MODI ON BUDGET 2025

Today is an important milestone in India's development journey! This is the budget of
aspirations of 140 crore Indians, this is a budget that fulfils the dreams of every Indian. We
have opened many sectors for the youth.

The common citizen is going to drive the mission of developed India. This budget is a force
multiplier. This budget will increase savings, increase investment, increase consumption
and also increase growth rapidly.

| congratulate Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman ji and her entire team for this Janta
Janardan ka Budget, People's Budget.

Usually the focus of the budget is on how the government's treasury will be filled, but this
budget is exactly the opposite of that. But this budget lays a very strong foundation on how
the pockets of the citizens of the country will be filled, how the savings of the citizens of the
country will increase and how the citizens of the country will become partners in
development.

Important steps have been taken in the direction of reform in this budget. The decision to
promote the private sector in nuclear energy is very historic.

This will ensure a major contribution of civil nuclear energy in the development of the
country in the coming times. All areas of employment have been given priority in every way
in the budget. But | would like to draw attention to two things, | would like to discuss those
reforms, which are going to bring a big change in the coming times.

One-Due to infrastructure status, the construction of big ships in India will be encouraged,
the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan will get momentum and we all know that ship building is
the sector that provides the most employment.

Similarly, there is a lot of potential for tourism in the country. For the first time, a lot of
emphasis has been given to tourism by bringing the hotels that will be built at 50 important
tourist destinations under the ambit of infrastructure.

This will work to energize the hospitality sector, which is a very big area of employment,
and tourism, which is the biggest area of employment, in a way, by creating employment
opportunities all around.

Today, the country is moving ahead with the mantra of development and heritage. In this
budget, very important and concrete steps have been taken for this. Gyan Bharat Mission
has been launched for the preservation of one crore manuscripts.




Along with this, a National Digital Repository inspired by the Indian knowledge tradition will
be created. This means that technology will be used to the fullest and the work of extracting
nectar from our traditional knowledge will also be done.

The announcements made for farmers in the budget will form the basis of a new revolution
in the agriculture sector and the entire rural economy. Under the PM Dhan-Dhanya Krishi
Yojana, irrigation and infrastructure will be developed in 100 districts, and the Kisan Credit
Card limit being increased to Rs 5 lakh will help them more.

Now in this budget, income up to Rs 12 lakh has been exempted from tax. Tax has also been
reduced for people of all income groups. Our middle class, people in jobs whose income is
fixed, such middle class people are going to get a huge benefit from this. Similarly, people
who have entered new professions, people who have got new jobs, this exemption from
income tax will become a huge opportunity for them.

There is a 360 degree focus on manufacturing in this budget, so that entrepreneurs,
MSMEs, small entrepreneurs get strengthened and new jobs are created. Special support
has been given to many sectors from National Manufacturing Mission to Cleantech,
Leather, Footwear, Toy Industry. The goal is clear that Indian products can shine in the
global market.

This budget not only takes into account the current needs of the country, but also helps us
prepare for the future. Deep Tech Fund for Startups, Geospatial Mission and Nuclear Energy
Mission are such important steps. | once again congratulate all the countrymen for this
historic People's Budget
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Al, SKILLS, INDIAN

KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS AND HERITAGE
PM Modi's Commitment to
"VIKAS" & "VIRASAT"

Dr. Anirban Ganguly

he ASER 2024 national findings on rural education have revealed a trend that is
dynamic and positive. There has clearly been a post-Covid recovery and the
education scenario, especially in rural India is on an upward trend.

In a massive countrywide rural household survey that covered over 6 lakh children
in nearly eighteen thousand villages covering 605 rural districts, the ASER report’s all
India figures indicate that reading levels have improved for children in government
schools in all elementary grades since 2022.” It has also established that nationally,
‘children’s basic arithmetic levels also show substantial improvement in both
government and private schools, reaching the highest level in over adecade.”

Among the many significant findings in the report, is also an increasing and
balanced growth of digital literacy. The digital divide in rural India, especially in the
education sector is being addressed. Access to smartphones is “close to universal
among the 14-16 age group and using smart phones for educational purposes was on
the rise. This is a positive trend, keeping in mind that Prime Minister Modi had pledged to
reduce and eventually eliminate the digital divide. Smart Classrooms also become
effective with a decrease in the digital divide.




The Union Budget'’s proposal to extend broadband connectivity to all government
secondary schools will ensure a further shrinking of the digital divide. This will bring
about greater digital equity, especially in education, facilitating the emergence of new-
age classrooms and of new pedagogic methods.

The proposed Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme aimed at providing “digital-
format books in Indian languages for school and higher education” to enable students
to better understand and absorb their subjects is another major digital step towards
educational equity and democratisation. It is in line with the NEP’s focus of enabling
education in Indian languages and in one’s own mother-tongue. This will also facilitate
the spread of ideas and generate a more informed and multidimensional discussion of
ideas and perspectives.

The Union Budget’'s declaration that it would further set up and nurture fifty
thousand Atal Tinkering Labs in government schools in the next five years “to cultivate
the spirit of curiosity and innovation, and foster a scientific temper”, among young
learners will give a further boost to this very refreshing and innovative flagship project.
The move will unleash creative skills of young learners, train them to think and ideate
critically and to innovate and invent. This is a major step towards realising the vision of
India as a society and republic of innovations. The Atal Tinkering Lab scheme is proving
to be popular with young learners and innovators in schools.

The decision to set up “National Centres of Excellence with global expertise and
partnerships to equip youth with the skills required for “Make for India, Make for the
World” manufacturing”, will in due course, provide a wider arena for incubating ideas
and training skills. Over the years, this will see India emerge as a global hub of talent and
skill. With an increasing demand of skilled manpower globally, India can emerge as a
major player in this field. It was a dimension which was repeatedly neglected in the past.
There was an absence, in the past decades, of any serious attempt to upgrade the skill
imparting mechanism and infrastructure. Skills taught in the past were often not in
consonance with national and global demands. That lacunae has been addressed with
a new direction, under Skill India mission, and shall leap to the next dimension with the
proposalfor setting up national centres for excellence across India.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is fast emerging as the next arena and frontier of global
engagement withits set of evolving challenges. These are bound to affect and influence
a wide cross section of areas from education, to health, to national security, to media
and politics. The decision to establish a Centre of Excellence in Artificial Intelligence for
education with a total outlay of Rs 500 crore is a futuristic and long-term move which will
enable a more comprehensive dissemination of the Al dimension and empower and
educate youth to engage with this new frontier with the approach of fulfilling the
exigencies and goal of our national interest.

In keeping with his philosophy and approach of “Vikas” and “VirGsat” — of
development and heritage, Prime Minister Modi lays emphasis on Al and on the
preservation and dissemination of Indian knowledge systems. The proposal made in the



Union Budget for developing the Gyan Bharatam Mission which will work to survey,
document and conserve “more than 1 crore manuscripts” that are in the possession and
collections of academic institutions, museums, libraries and private collectors across
the country. The proposed National Digital Repository of Indian Knowledge Systems for
knowledge sharing is also a watershed step as far research on India is concerned. Both
these decisions, that of undertaking a gigantic effort to preserve 1 crore manuscripts
recognising the rich and unparalleled repository of knowledge produced by
civilizational India and the proposed National Digital Repository of Indian Knowledge
system are historic initiatives to correct a long neglect and apathy by past
dispensations. Unprecedented in its scale and scope, these announce a new era in the
field of research into India’s civilizational past giving rise to the possibilities of new
findings and perspectives.

The proposal to develop 50 top tourist destinations in the country in partnership
with states is a possibilities-filled scope for states to upgrade infrastructure and
connectivity among other things. The special focus to be given to historic places
associated with Lord Buddha's life and times is in line with Prime Minister Modi's espousal
of the vision of the Asian century with Lord Buddha's legacy as its defining core. In the last
decade a wide ranging outreach and effort has been initiated by him in preserving the
heritage and legacy associated with Lord Buddha's life and times. The declaration of Pali
as a classical language and the re-establishment of the Nalanda University in a new
dimension have been some of the most historic achievements of this unprecedented
outreach in modern times. This special focus will cater to an increasing volume of
international pilgrims who visit these sacred spots associated with Lord Buddha's life
and will further cement India’s civilizational linkages with countries that profess
Buddhism and infuse them with fresh energy and scope.

The Union Budget 2025, with its emphasis and focus on Al, skills, Indian knowledge
systems, research and preservation of our tangible sources of knowledge on
civilizational India, and numerous heritage and sacred sites is a reflection of Prime
Minister Modi’'s commitment actualising his vision of “Vikas” and “Virasat.”

Author
(The writer is @ Member, National Executive Committee (NEC), BJP and Chairman of
Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research Foundation. Views expressed are personal)



B'URD GIE'E T"eRA K'E

VIKSIT BHARAT

A REALITY Prof P. Kanagasabapathi ?

A\

he budget for 2025-26 is aremarkable one in many ways. This is the first full budget

of the Modi Government in its third term. The strong foundations laid by the first two

Governments headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi have made India the fifth
largest economy in the World. There is all-round development in different sectors of the
economy. The poor, farmers, youth and women are experiencing very positive changes
intheir lives.

As such this budget proposes to further build on the existing foundations to make
the lives of Indians a better one. The proposals of the budget are in line with the vision of
the Prime Minister to make India a Viksit Bharat by 2047.

For the first time, the salaried and middle- income categories are given a huge
benefit by increasing the annual income tax limit to Rs.12 lakhs, a whopping increase of
Rs 5 lakhs. This will enable them to have more money in their hands, which could lead to
higher savings or increase in spending. The agricultural and the MSME sectors that
remain the mainstay of our economy get new schemes and extra benefits in this budget.

A new scheme for agriculture, on the lines of Aspirational Districts Programme in
operation for the overall of the development of the districts, has been announced to
develop hundred districts with special thrust on agriculture, benefiting 1.7 crore farmers.
Loans through Kisan Credit Cards are going to be increased from Rs 3 lakhs to Rs.5 lakhs,
to enable the farmers to get more money. Besides, there is going to be a comprehensive
programme for vegetables, fruits and Shri Anna. This is expected to greatly benefit the
farmers who have severe problems such as storage, transport and marketing.

As for the MSME sector, the credit guarantee cover has been increased from Rs.5
crores toRs.10 crores. This has been one of their demands and would help the small and
medium entrepreneurs in a big way. Micro enterprises that dominate the MSME sector
are given the facility of getting Rs. 10 lakhs through credit cards. Once again the Start Ups
have been given special attention to boost the growth in this segment further. Besides,
there are measures for the labour -intensive segments to create more employment
opportunities and a new scheme to make India the global hub for toys.

As for investments, 50000 Atal Innovation Laboratories are going to be set up to
encourage and more youngsters. Most of the Government schools in the country still do
not have broad- band connections, leading to children from the underprivileged




sections not getting the benefits available to those studying in private schools. Similarly,
the Primary Health Centres run by the Governments catering to the ordinary people do
not have the broad band connectivity. A new scheme has been announced to solve this
critical problem.

Facilities to create 75000 additional seats in medical colleges and 6500
students in lITs are going to be set up. A Centre of Excellence in Artificial
Intelligence for education with an outlay of Rs 500 crores has been announced.
This is necessary as Artificial Intelligence has started playing an important role in
our lives and India has the potential to emerge stronger in this field. In the recent
times, Gig workers are increasingly playing a larger role in the society.
Government has announced a new scheme to give them recognition by
registration through providing ID cards and enabling health care facilities to one
crore workers.

Towards providing basic facilities to the ordinary sections of the society, the
Jal Jeevan Mission will be extended till 20228 to achieve 100 percent success in
rural areas. Cancer is becoming widely prevalent affecting different sections of
the society. Hence to make the facilities easily available to all for consultation and
treatment, cancer centres will be established in all the district hospitals across the
country.

During the recent periods, the urban population has been continuously
growing. Hence to the enable the cities and towns to cope up with the challenges
and develop cities as ' Growth hubs'a new Urban Challenge Fund with Rs one lakh
crore is going to be set up. For the financial year 2025-26, Rs 10000 crore would be
allocated. Top 50 tourist destinations are going to be developed to increase the
employment opportunities and encourage domestic tourism. Religious places
connected with Lord Buddha are going to be connected to make people aware of
the teachings of one of the greatest personalities of India.

Innovation continues to be the focus areas of Modi Government. Towards this
a Fund of funds with Rs 20000 crores is going to be set up.10000 Fellowships will be
provided in IITs towards technical research. The Government has been
continuously taking steps to increase our exports. To facilitate trade further, a
digital platform for documentation to support domestic industries is going to be
created. Global capability centres are plannedin tier-2 cities.

National Pulses New Initiative to attain self-sufficiency in the cultivation of
pulses, Special scheme to empower women through entrepreneurship by
providing them low interest loans up to Rs 10 lakhs and skill development
programmes, Agri Tech and Digital Economy Initiative to modernize farming,
Remote Area Start Up Promotion Scheme to foster entrepreneurship in remote
areas and Skilling centres are among the major steps announced in the budget
forthe overall andinclusive development of the economy.



Reforms continue to be one of the thrust areas of the budget. FDI in insurance
sector has beenincreased to 100 per cent. Tax reliefs by giving full exemption to 36
life-saving drugs, besides support for domestic manufacturing have been
announced. Support to states for infrastructure development with an outlay of
Rs.1,50,000 crores by way of 50-year interest free loans would be provided. A high
level commmittee would be set up towards regulatory reforms.

On the whole, this budget aims to accelerate further the growth momentum
by creating opportunities for all to participate in the process so that the distance
towards Viksit Bharat becomes closer.

Author
(The writer is Secretary & Trustee, Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research Foundation,
New Delhi. Views expressed are personal)
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(&I Sfeat Afdches Telfaterel & gd dfdd gl Uedd fadme &l o foiufl 21)




India’s first full-time woman Finance Minister Smt Nirmala

Sitharaman presented her 8th Union Budget. She

commenced quoting Telugu poet and playwrlght Shri '
Gurajada Appa Rao’s famous saying, ‘A country is not just its soil; a
country is its people.’' This set the theme for Budget 2025 as "Sabka
Vikas™ -stimulating balanced growth of all sections, she laid out the
broad Principles of Viksit Bharat to encompass the following:

At 11 AM sharp amidst the wanton disturbance by the opposition,

- Zero-poverty.

- Hundred per cent good quality school education.

- Access to high-quality, affordable, and comprehensive healthcare.
- Hundred per cent skilled labour with meaningful employment.

- Seventy per centwomen in economic activities; and

- Farmers making our country the food basket of the world'.

Moving on to the Budget Estimates 2025-26, she maintained a prudent fiscal path
with deficit estimated to be 4.4 per cent of GDP. Fiscal prudence is something which the
Modi government must be credited with, not once in the last 11 years has the government
allowed clandestine slippage on the fiscal front. In fact, it was first under the Vajpayee
government in 2003 that India achieved fiscal prudence by enacting the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act in 2003, which set targets for
reducing its fiscal deficit and debt-GDP ratio. Something which BJP led NDA
governments can take credit for.

Bharat's Growth Engines

With the plank of Sabka Vikas fuelling Viksit Bharat, Finance Minister outlined Four
broad engines to bolster economic activity and fuel growth —

Agriculture - Spurring Agricultural Growth & Building Rural Prosperity

a. National Mission on High Yielding Seeds

b. Enhanced Credit through Kisan Credit Cards - Facilitate short term loans
for 7.7 crore farmers, fishermen, and dairy farmers with enhanced loan of
Rs 5lakh

Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana : Developing Agri Districts
Programme - To cover 100 districts and likely to help 1.7 crore farmers.

Mission for Cotton Productivity

Makhana Board in Bihar - To be set up to improve production, processing,
value addition,and marketing and organisation of FPOs




AatmanirbhartainEvery Grain

A notable step by Modi Government is the aim to achieve Aatmanirbharta in
Pulses, with a 6-year Mission with special focus on primary dal varieties such as Tur, Urad
and Masoor — this is a highly commendable effort as this is the primary source of protein
for majority of the citizens and better production means inflation will be under check.

Game ChangerinLast Mile Delivery to boost Rural Economy

India has the world's largest postal network, with over 164,972 post offices as of
March 2024 across the country. Tapping this network, India Post will be an enabler to
deliver assisted digital services to the last mile and deliver credit services to micro
enterprises to boost ruraleconomy.

2) MSMEs - Micro, Small & MediumEnterprises

Finance Minister's big push towards strengthening the small business ecosystem
include a variety of measure such as enhancement of credit availability with guarantee
cover for MSMEs and startups. Providing Credit Cards for Micro Enterprises with a Rs 5
lakh limit for enterprises registered on Udyam portal. Around 10 lakh such cards will be
issued in the first year. Encouraging first-time entrepreneurs, including women,
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, a new scheme, is being launched, to provide
term loans up to Rs 2 crore during the next 5 years. Several sector specific measures
have also been announced to catalyse individual sectors. All these measures will
unleash the ease of credit across the value chain of MSMEs.

3) Investment-inPeople, Economy &Innovation

Investing in the right channels brings great dividends. Perhaps for the first time in
Independent India’s history Modi government has put people above everything else in
this budget with huge outlay in increasing the medical seats — over 100,000 medical
seats have been added since 2014 which is a100% increase from the number that existed
since independence, another 75,000 seats are being added in the next five years. 50,000
Atal Tinkering Labs to be set up in government schools in next 5 years. 5 National Centres
of Excellence for skilling to be set up with global expertise and partnerships. Day Care
Cancer Centres in all District Hospitals across the country — all these come to show the
focus of government on people and making them the heart of this visionary budget
2025.

In a move to formalise the gig economy, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced that the government will provide identity cards and registration for gig
workers which is expected to benefit nearly 10 million (1 crore) gig workers, and will
enhance social security and streamline benefits for the country’s growing freelance and
contractual workforce. Through registration on the e-Shram portal, gig workers can now
access government welfare schemes. By obtaining an e-Shram card, they can access
financial assistance and social security systems that are offered by the government.

4) Exports

A slew of measure to encourage exports from the country have also been
undertaken by the government -

Export PromotionMission: With sectoral and ministerial targets to facilitate easy
access to export credit, cross-border factoring support, and support to MSMEs to
tackle non-tariff measures in overseas markets.

BharatTradeNet: A digital public infrastructure, ‘BharatTradeNet’ (BTN) for
international trade will be set-up as a unified platform for trade documentation



and financing solutions. Support for integration with Global Supply Chains.

National FrameworkforGCC: As guidance to states for promoting Global
Capability Centres in emerging tier 2 cities.

Warehousing facility for air cargo: To facilitate upgradation of infrastructure and
warehousing for air cargo including high value perishable horticulture produce.

Leap of Faith
ReformsasFuel:

Financial Sector reforms and Development — which the Modi government has
been tinkering with, some big bang reforms and some incremental but contiguous.
From relooking at archaic laws to making income tax nil till Rs 12,00,000 of earning
the finance minister has taken a leap of faith and put more money in the hands of
the urban middle class. At the peak Income tax rate in the 1970's under congress
rule, if one had an annual earning of Rs 12,00,000 the tax component would be Rs
11,29,007. With that kind of tax, it would only be encouraging non-compliance and
incentivise generating black economy. Modi government has been continuously
working to lower the income tax and this is a welcome move. Today the tax is nil at
that slab. Some economists estimate the Rs 1 Lakh Crore additional disposable
income in the hands of the middle class could generate up to Rs 5 Lakh Crore in
additional consumption this year due to multiplier effect.

BudgetwithaSoul

Budget 2025 was not just perception building exercise by any means, it was
from the heart that Modi government delivered to the people of Bharat — an all-
encompassing roadmap that will put India right at the top on path to becoming a
Vishwa Guru. Budget 2025 has done well in stimulating the demand or
consumption side of the economy given the supply side push in the previous
Budgets. Maintaining this balance needs great understanding and Narendra Modi
led NDA government has done the right thing in budget 2025. True to the words with
which the finance minister started “a country is its people,” our beloved FM Nirmala
Sitharaman has delivered a Budget with a soul that goes beyond rhetoric and
vision statement.
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UNIONBUDGET 2025-26:

TRANSFORMING

INDIA'S EDUCATION
LANDSCAPE

Shivesh Pratap

ver the pastdecade, IIT student intake has doubled, from 65,000 in 2014 to 1.35
lakh today. This expansion reflects India’s commitment to strengthening
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) education.

Education has long been recognized as the bedrock of a nation’s progress. As
Prime Minister Narendra Modi aptly stated, “Education is not only the foundation upon
which our civilization has been built, but it is also the architect of humanity’s future.” The
Union Budget 2025-26 takes a giant leap in this direction by introducing transformative
initiatives aimed at making India a global education hub. From expanding medical
seats and enhancing skilling infrastructure to strengthening the IIT ecosystem, the
budget outlines a forward-thinking approach to equipping India’s youth with the
necessary skills for the future.

Key Announcements: A Roadmap for a Smarter, Inclusive India

Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme

Language plays a crucial role in a student’s ability to grasp concepts effectively.
Recognizing this, the government has introduced the Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme,
which aims to provide digitized books in Indian languages for both school and higher
education. This initiative aligns with the vision of National Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
which emphasizes education in the mother tongue for better learning outcomes. By
making textbooks available in multiple regional languages, this scheme will promote
inclusivity and ensure that students can understand complex subjects in their native
language, reducing learning gaps and improving academic performance.

National Centres of Excellence for Skilling

The government is focusing on bridging the skill gap by setting up five National
Centres of Excellence for Skilling in partnership with global institutions. These centers will
serve as hubs for skill development, covering curriculum design, trainer training, skills
certification, and continuous improvement. Modernizing course content to match
global industry standards will ensure that students are equipped with the latest skills.
These centers will also prepare highly qualified trainers who can impart industry-
relevant knowledge. Additionally, internationally recognized certifications will be
provided to enhance employability, and regular assessments will keep training
programs updated. By establishing these centers, India aims to equip youth with
cutting-edge skills, boosting their job prospects in emerging sectors like Al, robotics,
advanced manufacturing, and clean energy.




Expansionof lITs

To meet the rising demand for quality technical education, the government is
expanding infrastructure in five lITs that were established after 2014. This move will allow
6,500 additional students to enroll in top-tier engineering programs. IIT Patna will
undergo major expansion, adding hostel and academic infrastructure. Over the past
decade, lIT student intake has doubled, from 65,000 in 2014 to 1.35 lakh today. This
expansion reflects India’'s commitment to strengthening STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) education, ensuring that the country produces more
highly skilled engineers and researchers to drive future innovation.

Centre of Excellencein Alfor Education

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is transforming education worldwide. To leverage this
technology, the governmentis setting up a Centre of Excellence in Al for Education with a
dedicated investment of Rs 500 crore. This center will develop Al-driven learning tools to
enhance personalized education and support research in Al applications for education
and pedagogy. It will also train teachers and students in Al-related fields, preparing
them for Al-driven careers. Furthermore, the center will improve accessibility for
students with disabilities through Al-powered assistive technologies. By integrating Al
into education, India aims to revolutionize learning methodologies, making education
more interactive, efficient, and customized to individual student needs.

Expansion of Medical Education

The healthcare sector in India is witnessing rapid growth, and to support this, the
government is making significant investments in medical education. In the last 10 years,
UG and PG medical seats have increased by 130%, reaching 1.1 lakh seats. This year alone,
10,000 additional seats will be added across medical colleges and hospitals. Over the
next five years, the government aims to add 75,000 more seats, further strengthening
India’s healthcare workforce. This expansion is critical for addressing India’s growing
healthcare needs, improving the doctor-to-patient ratio, and ensuring better access to
medical services, especially inrural areas.

India’s Evolving Education System

India’s education sector has undergone a remarkable transformation, catering to
24.8 crore students across 14.72 lakh schools, supported by a workforce of 98 lakh
teachers. Government schools form the backbone of this system, constituting 69% of the
total and enrolling 50% of students. Meanwhile, private schools, which account for 22.5%
of institutions, serve 32.6% of students. This expansion reflects the dynamic shifts in
India’s education landscape and the continuous improvements in accessibility and
enrollment.

Enroliment Trends: Towards Universal Education

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has set an ambitious goal of achieving a
100% Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) by 2030, ensuring that every child has access to
education. India has already made significant progress in this regard. The GER at the
primary level is close to achieving universal coverage at 93%, reflecting strong
foundational education access. However, challenges remain at higher levels, with GER at



the secondary level at 77.4% and higher secondary level at 56.2%. Despite these gaps,
higher education enrollment has seen a remarkable surge, increasing from 3.42 crore
students in 2014-15 to 4.33 crore in 2021-22, marking a 26.5% growth. Additionally,
women's enroliment in higher education has risen by 32%, with notable participation in
fields like Medical Science, Social Science, and Arts, indicating greater gender inclusivity
in advanced education. This expansion in education access has led to greater social
mobility, allowing students from marginalized communities to break the cycle of
poverty. It has also contributed to economic empowerment, as a more educated
populationis better equipped to participate in high-value jobs and entrepreneurship.

Reducing DropoutRates

One of the critical challenges in achieving universal education is reducing dropout
rates, and India has made steady progress in this area. At the secondary level, the
dropout rate has significantly decreased from 21% in 2013-14 to 13% in 2021-22. Similarly,
at the primary and upper primary levels, dropout rates have declined to 1.9% and 5.2%,
respectively. This improvement is attributed to government initiatives, including
scholarship programs, school infrastructure development, midday meals, and digital
learning initiatives, which have encouraged more students to continue their education.
The social impact of reducing dropout rates is profound, as it ensures that more young
individuals gain essential knowledge and skills, reducing the likelihood of child labor,
early marriages, and social exploitation. With more students staying in school, there is
an increase in social awareness, leading to better civic engagement, reduced crime
rates, and stronger community participation.

Expansion of Higher Education Institutions

To accommodate the rising demand for higher education, India has undertaken
massive expansion in the number of Higher Education Institutions (HEls). The medical
education sector has witnessed substantial growth, with the number of medical
colleges increasing from 499 in FY19 to 780 in FY25, leading to a rise in MBBS seats from
70,012 in FY19 to 1,18,137 in FY25. In the field of technical and management education, IITs
have grown from16in 2014 to 23 in 2023, while the number of IIMs has increased from 13 in
2014 to 20 in 2023. The overall university count has surged from 723 in 2014 to 1,213 in 2024,
reflecting a 59.6% growth. The total number of HEIs has expanded from 51,534 in 2014-15
to 58,643 in 2022-23, demonstrating India’s strong commitment to providing access to
higher education for a growing student population. This expansion has bridged the
rural-urban educational divide, bringing quality education closer to students in smaller
towns and villages. It has also strengthened India’s knowledge economy, producing d
highly skilled workforce that can contribute to technological advancements, innovation,
and global competitiveness.

Strengthening Education Infrastructure

Infrastructure improvements have played a vital role in enhancing the quality of
education across the country. Between 2019-20 and 2023-24, several advancements
have been made in school facilities. The percentage of schools with separate girls’
toilets increased from 96.9% to 97.2%, promoting better hygiene and retention of girl
students. Access to libraries improved from 84.1% to 89%, ensuring that students have



more learning resources. Electricity availability in schools rose from 83.4% to 91.8%,
reducing disruptions in teaching and learning. There was also a notable increase in
schools with computers, rising from 38.5% to 57.2%, while internet availability jumped
from 22.3% to 53.9%, enabling better digital education opportunities. These
improvements have had a profound social impact, ensuring inclusive education for all,
particularly for students from economically weaker sections. The availability of toilets
and electricity has improved girls’ attendance and retention rates, while digital
infrastructure has connected rural students with global learning resources, reducing the
urban-rural education gap.

ABold Visionforthe Future

India’s education sector has made tremendous progress in increasing enroliment,
reducing dropout rates, expanding higher education institutions, and improving
infrastructure. With continued efforts under the National Education Policy 2020, the
country is moving closer to achieving universal education and ensuring that students
receive quality learning opportunities at every level. These reforms are not only helping
bridge educational gaps but also transforming society by creating an informed, skilled,
and economically empowered population. Education is playing a crucial role in nation-
building, fostering innovation, and strengthening India’s global leadership in various
fields. By prioritizing inclusive and accessible education, India is ensuring a more
equitable and progressive future for all.

The government’s continued focus on education, backed by initiatives aligned

with NEP 2020, is shaping India into a global knowledge powerhouse. Programs like
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, PM SHRI (Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising India), and PM
POSHAN (Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman) are driving improvements in
infrastructure, teacher training, and learning outcomes.

The Economic Survey underscores India’s progress in making education more
inclusive, accessible, and globally competitive. As the nation marches toward Viksit
Bharat, the transformative steps taken in this budget will pave the way for a robust,
knowledge-driven economy, ensuring that India’s youth are equipped to lead the world
ininnovation, research, and development.

Author
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