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PROF. P. KANAGASABAPATHI
harath is not just one
B of the many countries
in the World. Bharath
is an ancient civilization and
most probably the longest
living one in history. She has
thousands of years of proud
history with pioneering
achievements in diverse
fields of life. What makes
her survive and flourish
over several millennia is the
strong cultural foundations
with unique characteristics.

The contemporary studies
at the field levels reveal
that it is the culture that
drive our society, economy;,
business and other fields of
activities even today. Even
after several hundred years
of subjugation, it is our
culture that keeps us alive
and vibrant.

EDITORIAL

Culture Is The
Foundation of Bharath
And Drives Economic

Development

During this twenty first century, while the
rest of the World - particularly the Western
nations - has been facing severe difficulties,
Bharath has been moving ahead with hope.
Beginning in 2014, under the able leadership
of PM Shri. Narendra Modi Govt., the nation
is going forward with new vigour.

With the consecration of Lord Ram temple
in Ayodhya, a new history has been created;
the dream of a billion-plus Indians has been
fulfilled. The history of our nation shows that
when culture flourishes, the developments
in the rest of the fields take place faster
simultaneously.

For the first time after Independence,
we have the Government that respects and
promotes our culture with pride. Over the last
ten years, our nation has been witnessing huge
developments in different fields. With this
background, we are going to emerge as the
third largest economy in the next few years.

There is no doubt that with our deep cultural
foundations and strong leadership Bharat
would regain her glory and emerge as the
global leader in the coming years.

Jai Shri Ram.
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India is not only a nation but also an idea

and a culture - PM Narendra Modi

[

Wherever an Indian lives in the world,
no matter how many generations he has
lived, his Indianness, his loyalty to India
does not diminish even a little. Whichever
country that Indian lives in, he serves that

country with full dedication and honesty.

The democratic values, the sense of duty
that his forefathers carried away from
India, are always alive in the corner of
his heart.

This is because, India along with being
a nation, is also a great tradition, an

ideological establishment, a ritual of a

sacrament. India is the top thinking that
talks about ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’.

India does not dream of its own uplift-
ment at the cost of the loss of another.
India wishes with it the welfare of the
entire humanity, the entire world. That
is why, in Canada or any other country,
when an eternal temple dedicated to
Indian culture is made, it also enriches
the values of that country.

Culture has an inherent potential to

unite. It enables us to understand diverse

backgrounds and perspectives. And
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therefore, your work holds immense
significance for entire humanity. We in
India are very proud of our eternal and
diverse culture. We also attach great

value to our Intangible Cultural Heritage.

We have been working hard to preserve
and revitalize our heritage sites. We have
mapped our cultural assets and artists,
not just at the national level, but also at
the level of all villages in India.

We are also building several centers to
celebrate our culture. Prime among them
are the tribal museums in different parts
of the country. These museums will
showcase the vibrant culture of India’s

tribal communities.

In New Delhi, we have the Prime
Ministers’ Museum. This is a one of
its kind effort which showcases India’s
democratic heritage. We are also building
the ‘Yuge Yugeen Bharat® National

Museum.

Once completed, it will stand as the
world’s largest museum. It will showcase
India’s history and culture spanning over
5000 years.

The issue of restitution of cultural
property is an important one. And, I
welcome your efforts in this regard.
After all, tangible heritage is not only of
material value.

It is also the history and identity of a
nation. Everyone has the right to access
and enjoy their cultural heritage. Since
2014, India has brought back hundreds

of such artefacts that showcase the glory
of our ancient civilization.

I also commend your efforts towards
‘living heritage” as well as your
contributions to ‘Culture for LiFE’. After
all, cultural heritage is not just what is

cast in stone.

It is also the traditions, customs and
festivals that are handed down the
generations. I am confident that your
efforts will foster sustainable practices
and lifestyles.

We believe that heritage is a vital asset
for economic growth and diversification.
This is echoed in our mantra, ‘Vikas Bhi
Virasat Bhi’- Development as well as

Heritage.

India takes pride in its 2,000 years old
craft heritage, with nearly 3,000 unique
arts and crafts. Our ‘One District,
One Product’
the uniqueness of Indian crafts, while

initiative  showcases
fostering self-reliance. Your efforts
towards promoting Cultural and Creative
Industries hold profound significance.

These will facilitate inclusive economic
development, and support creativity and
innovation. In the coming month, India
is going to roll out the PM Vishwakarma
Yojana. With an initial outlay of one point
eight billion dollars, it will create an eco-
system of support for traditional artisans.
It will enable them to flourish in their
crafts and contribute to the preservation

of India’s rich cultural heritage.
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Edifice of a Swaraj State
with Swaraj Character

5

Dr Anirban Ganguly

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya,

who was, besides being the
originator of the ideological and
philosophical bases of the Jana Sangh-
BJP, also a profound interpreter of
India’s cultural essence, argued that,
“Secularism cannot mean the contempt
for national traditions and the cultural
life of a nation” and that “a secularism
that is based only on materialism can
never match the nature and way of life
of the people of our nation.”

I n one of his early writings,

Upadhyaya, who had also challenged
the hegemonic Nehruvian systems
which aimed at deconstructing India’s
cultural bases and foundations, was
active in countering this anti-cultural
and anti-religious attitude of the
Nehruvian dispensation and therefore
spoke and wrote much on these issues.
A lot of what he said remains strikingly
relevant to this day. When speaking of
the need for national self-esteem, an
essential prerequisite for a free nation
to shape and chart out its destiny,
Upadhyaya argued that “Self-esteem is a
feeling of the heart. I believe this feeling
is essential too for the development of
the individual and the nation”

During most of the last seventy-
plus vyears, the Nehruvian and
Congress behemoth, propped up by
Communists, promoted a secularism
that was based on materialism and
displayed a distinct disdain for India’s
national traditions and our cultural life.
The effect of this forced imposition was
the dilution of our national self-esteem
post-independence. One of the major
directing ideas of our freedom struggle,
as articulated by some of our finest
thought leaders, was the need to recover
this self-esteem. The cultural and
educational movement that was part
of the political movement for freedom
had, at its centre, the driving vision of

The intention of destroyers
of the original temple, the
intention of those who
prevented a solution to the Ram
Janmabhoomi issue, and of those
who continued to oppose and
berate the temple construction
even after the verdict of the apex
Court, was to keep the collective
mind and consciousness of
India subjugated or colonised.
Among PM Modi’s “Panch Pran”,
decolonisation of the mind, of
mindset and of perception is
fundamental.

The Nationalist | November-December 2023 | 6



rekindling national self-esteem.

For Bipin Chandra Pal, the firebrand
thinker-revolutionary, Swaraj, in the
Indian cultural context meant “the
supremacy and dominion of the self
over the not-self. This is really the
meaning of Swaraj as known in our
ancient thought and culture” The
negation of our cultural symbols, the
denigration of the faith of the majority,
and the neglect of our religious and
cultural centres, post-independence,
has been the domination of the not-self
over the self.

This neglect and denigration was
seen over the decades in the approach of
Nehruvian and Congress dispensation.
The communist historians’ attempt
to prevent a solution to the Ram
Janmabhoomi issue for decades, their
false statement in the courts that there
was no evidence of a temple, their
unflagging effort at sowing seeds of
discord, their continuous barb, even
after defeat, on the majority’s faith,
their refusal of the invitation to attend
Pran Pratishtha, all stem from this
obsession with materialistic secularism.
The invoking of the Constitution that
they do, is only meant as a convenience
to act as a cover for their actual disdain
towards Hindu faith, symbols and
traditions. The Congress, devoid of any
credible intellectual or ideological heft
has, of late, been the communist hand-
maiden in this game of denigration.

PM Modi reminded us how the
Constitution itself was illustrated with
scenes from our epics, that Ram and his
rule based on compassion and driven

COVER STORY

by values was one of the guiding lights
of the Constitution. In that light, PM
Modi spoke of “from dev to desh” -
from deity to country, from “Ram to
rashtra”. The worship of Shri Ram thus,
in the Indian civilisational context,
is the worship of the nation and of its
civilisational values. RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat spoke of how a new India that
would radiate relief to a crisis-stricken
and confronted world was arising. The
deeper significance of the Ram Mandir
at Ayodhya thus was the renewal of
India’s civilisational message to the
world. It is of an India that is rising to
impart a healing and uniting vision and
message to the world in the throes of
crisis and conflict.

During most of the last seventy-
plus years, the Nehruvian and
Congress behemoth, propped
up by Communists, promoted

a secularism that was based
on materialism and displayed
a distinct disdain for India’s
national traditions and our
cultural life. The effect of this
forced imposition was the
dilution of our national self-
esteem post-independence. One
of the major directing ideas of our
freedom struggle, as articulated
by some of our finest thought
leaders, was the need to recover
this self-esteem. The cultural and
educational movement that was
part of the political movement
for freedom had, at its centre,
the driving vision of rekindling
national self-esteem.
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A comprehensive empowerment
of the most marginalised has taken
place in the last decade, it is visible all
across the spectrum. A multi-layered
mainstreaming has and is taking the
place of those who have faced repeated
neglect over decades in terms of
material and social empowerment. All
this preceded the construction of the
mandir at Ayodhya and symbolised the
realisation, on the material and social
plane, of the indices of the contours and
vision of “Ram Rajya”

Ensuring more than 4 crore houses
for the most marginalised, making
sure that 81 crore people from the
most vulnerable sections of society do
not go hungry, and uplifting nearly 25
crore people out of multi-dimensional
poverty in the last decade, are some of
the strongest indicators of how India
is evolving into an inclusive Republic
— a Republic that is compassionate,
empowering, one which is becoming
increasingly conscious of the self. A
Republic that does not adhere to a
contrived and materialised secularism.
PM Modji’s insistence on “Vikaas” and
“Viraasat” has led to this approach -
development and inheritance - have
been in equal focus and importance for
integral national growth.

The intention of destroyers of the
original temple, the intention of those
who prevented a solution to the Ram
Janmabhoomi issue, and of those who
continued to oppose and berate the
temple construction even after the
verdict of the apex Court, was to keep
the collective mind and consciousness

of India subjugated or colonised.
Among PM Modis “Panch Pran’
decolonisation of the mind, of mindset
and of perception is fundamental.

The rekindling thus of our
civilisational symbols, the feting of our
heroes, the commemoration of unsung
and overlooked contributors to our
national self-esteem, the rejuvenation
of forms of our cultural expressions
and our core centres of faith and of
worship, the tenacious effort towards
all of these while working out the vision
of a developed India — “Viksit Bharat’,
is clearly indicative of a new schema of
the essence and fundamentals of the
Republic and Swaraj. In a tract he wrote
in the 1930s — “The Brahmo Samaj and
the Battle for Swaraj in India’ - Bipin
Chandra Pal spoke of building up
“Swaraj character” in the community,
upon which alone could a “Swaraj state”
be reared.

In the last decade, through his
multi-dimensional and multi-pronged
national action, what PM Modi has
attempted to do is essentially to rear up
a Swaraj state with a Swaraj character.
The grand and ennobling Ram Mandir
at Ayodhya is one of the finest and most
enduring symbols and edifices of the
Swaraj state with a Swaraj character.
Those who have stood in opposition
are trying, unsuccessfully, to retard
and arrest India’s evolution towards a
comprehensive, all-encompassing and
empowered Swaraj.

(This article was first published at
CNNNews18.)
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Raja Rishi of Bharat:
Shri Narendra Damodardas Modi

S Jaganathan

et me start this article referring

to an editorial - “India: Another

Tryst with Destiny,” the piece is
more than 9 years by John Crace for The
Guardian. On 18th May 2014, John Crace
wrote “Today, 18 May 2014, may well go
down in history as the day when Britain
finally left India. Narendra Modji’s victory
in the elections marks the end of a long
era in which the structures of power did
not differ greatly from those through
which Britain ruled the subcontinent.
India under the Congress party was in
many ways a continuation of the British
Raj by other means” Well, the editorial
is a profound piece of truth and one
that has stood the test of time - close to
a decade. After close to 10 years one can
safely say Bharat has been undergoing
a complete decolonization of sorts on
various parameters and is still an ongoing
process cleaning up the colonial mindset.
Mindset is a framework, a set template of
rigid notions and a big country like ours
cannot be governed by archaic western
constructs.

A Nation Awaits

A leader with understanding of the
diverse nature of this great land was

missing in the ruling class at the highest
level. “One size fit all” policy making does
not really work for such a huge population
with varying diversity. As India grew
coalition governments started becoming
the norm with fragmented mandates. Lack
of leadership does not instil confidence
to the voter and leads to a fragmented
mandate, paving way for parties with
vested interests to come together and
eventually governance, policy making and
delivery suffers and corruption thrives.

India in 2013 was no different.

A nation marred by monumental scams
was cynical and yet hopeful of a new dawn
when Shri Narendra Modi was announced
as the Prime Ministerial candidate on 13th
September 2013. Real Leaders always rise
and make places powerful around them
by making structural changes filled with
conviction and transform lives.

A Decade of Transforming India

Starting June 2014 India that is
Bharat under Shri Narendra Modi had
undertaken rapid reforms on a wide
spectrum of governance areas which have
a common thread tied to one another -
Atmanirbharta (meaning self-reliance).

The farsighted financial inclusion
program Jan Dhan Accounts (using
Jan Dhan bank accounts, Aadhaar, and
Mobile) - banking for the unbanked
was the first mega initiative by the Modi
government. It looked trivial for many
but it was a mega step towards initiating
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savings and corruption free delivery to the
masses. Many economists failed to see the
huge impact Jan Dhan could bring about
— as we write this piece 51.42 Crore (514
million) beneficiaries banked so far with
Rs 213,798.10 Crore (25 Billion USD)
balance in beneficiary accounts. The
Mudra loan scheme too has been a great
game changer providing loans up to Rs
10 lakh (1 million) to the non-corporate,
non-farm small/micro enterprises.

The “Swachh Bharat Abhiyan” has
led to significant progress in improving
sanitation and hygiene across the country.
Millions of toilets have been built,
reducing open defecation, and improving
public health. A staggering 109 million
Toilets were built in rural India since the
launch of Swachh Bharat in October 2014.
The programme led to the construction
of over 10 crore individual household
toilets, taking sanitation coverage from
39% in 2014 to 100% in 2019 when around
6 lakh villages declared themselves Open
Defecation Free (ODF). While studies
indicate that the SBM-G campaign led
to significant economic, environmental
and health impacts, contributing to the
empowerment of women, it also led to the
achievement of SDG 6.2 (Sanitation and
Hygiene), 11 years ahead of the stipulated
timeline. This should be global case study
on how to implement mass programs for
social welfare.

Bridging the digital divide - Digital
India was aimed at democratising internet,
4G rollout was being done at a scorching
pace with per GB data in India costing just
Rs 13 (0.16 USD) - one of the cheapest
in the world, governance delivery took a
new leap. The most impending Tax reform

A nation marred by monumental
scams was cynical and yet hopeful
of a new dawn when Shri Narendra
Modi was announced as the Prime
Ministerial candidate on 13th
September 2013. Real Leaders
always rise and make places
powerful around them by making
structural changes filled with
conviction and transform lives.

- Goods & Services tax was courageously
brought forward and implemented on 1st
July 2017 and ensured One Nation One
Tax and ease of moment of goods with
minimum delays and processes leading to
improved ease of business.

Foreign policy too stood out with
Prime Minister connecting with ease
with Indian diaspora in every country he
would visit in his first term, it was logical
for world governments to forge a friendly
relationship with India under Narendra
Modi. So many successful missions over the
past years — Operation Ganga, Operation
Dev Shakti, Operation Raahat, Operation
Maitri and notably Vande Bharat Mission
in which India brought back 6.76 million
stranded passengers with the help of special
international flights. This was apparently
India’s biggest evacuation mission since
1990, when it rescued 170,000 civilians
from Kuwait during the Gulf War.

India First on all parameters, every
Indian abroad in distress was just a tweet
or call away from help from the Indian
administration — unseen and unheard in
Indian history.
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Infra Push has been stellar with
massive investments in building roads,
railways, ports, and airports. The “Smart
Cities” initiative aims to create modern
urban centres that offer a high quality of
life for citizens. Highway construction is
happening at a scorching pace of around
40Km / day as compared to around 3
Km / day in earlier regimes. Railways has
been greatly transformed with 41 semi-
high-speed Vande Bharat trains being
introduced, not only reducing travel time
between cities but also offering passengers
greater comfort and experience Bharat’s
diverse country side through expansive
glass windows.

Covid Response

Adversity brings the best out of a
great leader — as the world was grappling
in hopelessness, India under the able
leadership of Prime Minister Modi stood

The “Swachh Bharat Abhiyan”
has led to significant progress in
improving sanitation and hygiene
across the country. Millions of toilets
have been built, reducing open
defecation, and improving public
health. A staggering 109 million
Toilets were built in rural India since
the launch of Swachh Bharat in
October 2014. The programme led
to the construction of over 10 crore
individual household toilets, taking
sanitation coverage from 39% in 2014
to 100% in 2019 when around 6 lakh
villages declared themselves Open
Defecation Free (ODF).

COVER STORY

out as a ray of hope - with the Digital
connect and Jan Dhan Accounts, the
fund transfers were eased up ensuring
last mile delivery. During the COVID-19
pandemic, Modi’s leadership was evident
in the swift implementation of measures
to protect public health. Initiatives like
“Aatmanirbhar Bharat” supported
the economy during these challenging
times. Vaccine rollout through Co-
Win - a real-time digital framework for
vaccine delivery has been applauded
and implemented by many countries
across the world. As you read this article
the live vaccination data in the country
would have crossed 2,20,67,56,592 doses
- a staggering achievement considering
how once black marketing and hoarding
featured governance delivery.

Cultural Nationalism

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
understands Bharat like no other leader
in recent memory has, from celebrating
every Diwali with our armed forces
in the border to renovation of age old
temples like Kashi Vishwanath temple
with the grand Kashi corridor, Somnath,
Kedarnath, Ujjain, Chardham project,
Ayodhya PM Modi has celebrated what
the common man of Bharat has held close
to his heart always.

Kashi Tamil Sangamam needs a special
mention for the cultural integration efforts
meant to revive the age old civilizational
connect between the two states of Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. Similarly
Saurashtra Tamil Sangamam brought
in integration between Gujarat and Tamil
Nadu. Special trains with devotees traveled
both the states and all arrangements taken
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care off, proved to be a spiritual sojourn
with national unity.

National Education Policy in 2020
was a much needed reform in the school
education sector preparing young India for
jobs of tomorrow. The National Education
Policy aims at an education system rooted
in Indian ethos that contributes directly
to transforming India, that is Bharat,
sustainably into an equitable and vibrant
knowledge society, by providing high
quality education to all children. Learning
in mother tongue and emphasis on holistic
education have made the policy a truly
transformative vision in action for New
India.

National security too has been a top
priority — one can safely say that since
Modi has assumes the Prime Minister’s
office there has not been a single terror
attack on any civilian in the country. From
revoking article 370 to the Citizenship
Amendment Act the thread remains India
First policy.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
understands Bharat like no other
leader in recent memory has, from
celebrating every Diwali with
our armed forces in the border to
renovation of age old temples like
Kashi Vishwanath temple with the
grand Kashi corridor, Somnath,
Kedarnath, Ujjain, Chardham
project, Ayodhya PM Modi has
celebrated what the common man
of Bharat has held close to his heart
always.

Indias G20 Presidency witnessed the
largest ever in-person participation with
over 100,000 participants, from 135
nationalities attended our G20. Organised
under the theme “One Earth, One Family,
One Future,” drawing upon our age-old
belief of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”
India’s Presidency was the most inclusive
of sorts representing 85% of global GDP,
75% of world trade and 2/3rd of world
population, it witnessed the highest profile
international gathering in the history of
independent India.

From International Day of Yoga to the
successful Chandrayaan 3 landing and
solar mission, India has shown it has all
the right ingredients of the making of a
super power.

Some of the key measures, schemes,
governance methods have Dbeen
highlighted above, but what does it
translate for the nation - the common
man?

The recent NITI Aayog discussion
paper has many answers and will leave
many spell-bound for what an eflicient
Government is capable off.

As many as 24.82 (248.2 million) crore
people moved out of multidimensional
poverty in nine years to 2022-23,
with Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh registering the largest decline
according to the NITI discussion paper,
multidimensional poverty in India
declined from 29.17 per cent in 2013-14
to 11.28 per cent in 2022-23, showing a
reduction of 17.89 percentage points, with
about 24.82 crore people moving out of
the bracket during this period.

In Artha Sastra Kautilya has clearly
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specified therulesforanIdeal Kingorruler.
Such ideal kings were called Raja Rishis
meaning Sage like King. On 28th May
2023 Prime Minister installed the Sengol
or the Raja Dhanda in the new Parliament
— a reminder to the ruler that Dharma
needs to be upheld on all accounts. This
is when we start to understand Modi as a
whole, a towering world leader, leading as
a socio - economic reformer to a cultural
ambassador of Bharat, to a whole new
dimension of a Dharmic Leader - a true
Raja Rishi.

[For those whose Western influenced
thoughts need a western confirmation,
Plato, slightly later than Kautilya, also
talked about the concept of a philosopher
king in his “Republic”. It may interest these
“western” people that the US Army War
College in Pennsylvania has a full course
on Kautilya’s Artha Sastra for very senior
military personnel, covering military
intelligence, ruling conquered lands, etc.].

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
indeed the Ideal Philosopher King or Raja
Rishi.

Pinnacle of Bharatiya Civilization

As the nation of 140 crore (1.4 billion)
celebrated the Prana Pratishta (grand
opening) of the Ram temple in Ayodhya on
22nd January 2024, we are but compelled
to draw an analogy to the emotion and
jubilation that is perhaps closest to the
moment when Lord Rama returned to
Ayodhya after Vanavaas. Prime Minister
Modi’s speech during the Prana Pratishta
- “Ram is not fire, Ram is energy. Ram is
not a dispute, Ram is the solution. Ram is
not only ours, Ram is for everyone. Ram
is not just the present, Ram is eternal’,

COVER STORY

A nation marred by monumental
scams was cynical and yet hopeful
of a new dawn when Shri Narendra
Modi was announced as the Prime
Ministerial candidate on 13th
September 2013. Real Leaders
always rise and make places
powerful around them by making
structural changes filled with
conviction and transform lives.

needs to be internalized for it encompasses
Bharatiya ethos and true inclusivity.

Temple economy and  cultural
renaissance have been gelled beautifully
with development for all which Prime
Minister often says - “Sabka Saath - Sabka
Vikas.” It is probably the first time in our
history we have a leader who represents
our civilization proudly and yet delivers
on governance parameters.

This is a moment for Bharat under the
sun, thanks to some heavy lifting by Prime
Minister on policy making, structural
economic reforms, development for all
and all of this has happened in less than 10
years of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

One can only be awe inspired by
the modern Raja Rishi Shri Narendra
Damodardas Modi.

||Dharmo Rakshati Rakshitah||

(S Jaganathan - is the Founder

of www.TheVerandahClub.com - a
bioscope of Kaleidoscopic Indian stories,
#WesternGhatsLitFest, #LitTales2024
#KonguTamilSangamam. He is also

the Convenor INTACH Coimbatore
Chapter)
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Bharat is Making Significant Strides in
Reclaiming its Civilizational Glory Under
the Leadership of Prime Minister Modi

Adarsh Kuniyillam

with no one to vouch for

him and with all religious
organizations disavowing him, Narendra
endured the night in the cold until Mr.
and Mrs. Hale discovered him at their
doorstep. The following day, Mrs. Hale
escorted Narendra to the venue, unaware
that she was about to become a part of
history. That day marked a momentous
milestone in the cultural history of Bharat,
as Narendranath Dutta, widely known as
‘Swami Vivekananda, delivered his speech
to the assembled crowd. His words deeply
resonated with all those present. Bharat
had discovered a savior, a saffron-robed
monk wearing a turban, evoking memories
of the illustrious era of Hindu civilization.
The year was 1893.

In 2013, India was grappling with
widespread corruption. Nepotism and
favoritism were prevalent, and there
seemed to be no anti-incumbency, as
stated by the media. However, there were
whispers that the Prime Minister face
would change. According to the media,
the next Prime Minister would be a young,
dynamic, and charismatic individual

I n the frigid winter of September,

who would symbolize an aspiring India.
Preparations were underway, and in
September, the BJP led opposition camp
engaged in an extensive discussion to find
the right candidate for the Lok Sabha polls.
They were in need of a prominent figure.
Vajpayee Jiand Advani Ji, who had built the
party from scratch, were growing old. The
media howled, claiming that BJP lacked a
strong leader. They even concluded that
the era of Hindutva politics was coming to
an end. However, in the land of Somnath,
the BJP had a resounding response to such
media reports: “Narendra will lead us,
echoed throughout the camp.

Narendra Modi served as the Chief
Minister of Gujarat for three consecutive
terms. The state achieved remarkable
outcomes, surpassing the nation’s
prevalent growth rates. According to the
World Bank Ease of Doing Report, Gujarat
was recognized as the top performer. This
success in the business sector revitalized
the sense of pride among the Gujarati
community. The state’s impressive
economic performance can be attributed
to this rekindling of self-confidence. While
Narendra Nath Dutta reminded Hindus
of their glorious ancient civilization,
Narendra Modi diligently implemented
those ideals.

Reclaiming Lost Glories

India, a nation with a predominantly
Hindu population, has seen its culture and
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The three prominent religions
that originated in India, apart
from Sanatan Dharma, are
Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism.
These religions, which were born
here, incorporated elements of
Hinduism in their scriptures
and practices. The Guru Granth
Sahib contains verses referencing
Bhagawan Ram. Buddhism and
Jainism have also evolved from the
Sanatan philosophical system.

beliefs spread across the globe as a result
of the large number of Indians living in
other countries. At the core of Hinduism
lies the belief in Bhagvan Sriram.

In 2014, with the advent of the
Narendra Modi Government, good
governance became a central pillar of
the administration. This focus on good
governance was seen as the first step
towards realizing the concept of Ram
Rajya. Bhagvan Ram is revered as a
deity in many Southeast Asian countries
as well, and this cultural reclamation
aims to restore the glory of Bharat. The
consecration of Ram Lalla holds immense
significance in the history of Bharat and
serves as the foundation for the concept
of Akhand Bharat, a cultural entity rooted
in the Hindu belief system that extends
across Asia.

Thanks to the efforts of the Modi
Government, this cultural resurgence and
its influence has also spread to Africa,
Pacific Island nations, Europe, and the
Americas. Today, the festival of Diwali,
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a symbol of our glorious heritage, is
celebrated with equal enthusiasm from
the White House to Downing Street. The
Narendra Modi Government has also
revitalized ancient pilgrimage centers,
with the Ministry of Tourism providing
financial assistance for the development of
tourism infrastructure through schemes
like Swadesh Darshan and PRASHAD.
Under the Swadesh Darshan scheme, the
Ministry has sanctioned 76 projects since
2014-15, including 10 projects focused on
heritage. The PRASHAD scheme aims to
integrate spiritual heritage and promote
pilgrimage tourism in the country.

Buddhist, Jain, and Sikh Engagement

The three prominent religions that
originated in India, apart from Sanatan
Dharma, are Buddhism, Jainism, and
Sikhism. These religions, which were born
here, incorporated elements of Hinduism
in their scriptures and practices. The Guru
Granth Sahib contains verses referencing
Bhagawan Ram. Buddhism and Jainism
have also evolved from the Sanatan
philosophical system.

It is the principle of ‘Sarva Dharma
Sama Bhava' or inclusiveness that sets
these religions apart and has contributed
to their rapid global expansion. Although
Jainism, due to its strict doctrines, did not
extend beyond the Indian subcontinent,
Buddhism and Sikhism experienced
significant growth.

However, little effort was made to
explore the cultural ties associated
with these religions, which originated
in our land. The Modi Government
recognized the significance of these
cultural connections and made substantial

The Nationalist | November-December 2023 | 1 7



POLICY ANALYSIS

investments to harness their full potential.
During a period of strained relations with
Pakistan, India successfully established
the Kartarpur corridor, enabling Sikh
pilgrims from both countries to connect
with each other. Buddhist outreach was
facilitated through the establishment of the
Buddhist Circuit and the organization of
conferences on Buddhism. Kushinagar, the
place where Buddha attained Parinirvana,
was developed into a pilgrimage center.
Through these initiatives, India was
reaching out to other nations that were
once part of our ancient and glorious era.
The restoration of the ‘Nalanda Connect’
in ancient India was being revitalized to its
utmost splendor once again.

Promoting Culture Globally

The 69th Session of the United Nations
Assembly witnessed the Prime Minister
of India delivering a significant address
on June 21, 2014. On that day, he put
forth a proposal to celebrate June 21st as
International Yoga Day, conveying a clear
message to the global community. The

Narendra Modi served as the
Chief Minister of Gujarat for
three consecutive terms. The state
achieved remarkable outcomes,
surpassing the nation’s prevalent
growth rates. According to
the World Bank Ease of Doing
Report, Gujarat was recognized as
the top performer. This success in
the business sector revitalized the
sense of pride among the Gujarati
community.

overwhelming support of 175 countries
for our proposal showcased the influence
of Indian culture on the world stage. The
importance of preserving traditional
medicine systems led to the establishment
of the Ayush Mantralaya in November
2014. Presently, 97 out of the 157
countries affiliated with the World Health
Organization have developed national
policies concerning traditional medicine
systems. It is estimated that around 250
million people had participated in the
celebrations of International Yoga Day
in 2023. The establishment of the Ayush
Ministry has also raised awareness,
resulting in the introduction of a special
visa category called the ‘Ayush Visa' for
individuals seeking treatments in India.

Furthermore, the Ministry of Ayush has
signed agreements with 24 countries to
foster cooperation in the field of traditional
medicine. In 2016, the festival of ‘Navroz’
celebrated by the Parsi community was
inscribed on UNESCOs list of intangible
cultural heritage for humanity. The
Parsi community has made significant
contributions to the development of
modern India, despite their declining
population. This recognition serves as a
tribute to their remarkable cultural and
heritage contributions. Over the years, the
government has successfully added the
Kumbha Mela, the world’s largest religious
gathering, the Durga Puja of Bengal,
symbolizing women’s empowerment, and
the Garba Dance of Gujarat to UNESCO’s
list. These achievements demonstrate the
government’s unwavering commitment to
engaging with all segments of Bharat and
emerging as a global cultural superpower.
Throughout the past decade, the Modi
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The 69th Session of the United
Nations Assembly witnessed the
Prime Minister of India delivering
a significant address on June 21,
2014. On that day, he put forth a
proposal to celebrate June 21st as
International Yoga Day, conveying
a clear message to the global
community. The overwhelming
support of 175 countries for
our proposal showcased the
influence of Indian culture on the
world stage. The importance of
preserving traditional medicine
systems led to the establishment
of the Ayush Mantralaya in
November 2014.

Government has consistently introduced
the world to Indias ideologies, culture,
and societal influence.

Also, there has been a significant push
to promote Bharatiya culture through
the celebration of various festivals. In the
financial year 2023-24, the Ministry of
Culture increased its annual budget by
12.97% to Rs 3399.65 crores. The Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav was celebrated with
grandeur nationwide, allowing us to
acknowledge the immense contributions
of numerous individuals who sacrificed
their lives for our country’s freedom. Every
region of our country has heroes who
laid down their lives for our freedom, but
unfortunately, they were overshadowed in
the pursuit of glorifying specificindividuals
and institutions. As per revised estimates,
an allocation of Rs 353.82 crores was made
for the heroes of our freedom movement.
It was an appropriate time for us to repent
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for neglecting the families of these brave
fighters and pushing them into oblivion.
This will also encourage further research
into our freedom movement in the
upcomingyear. Thebudgetforautonomous
bodies and archaeological survey of India
was increased, and sincere efforts were
made to repatriate over 238 lost idols
back to India, reinstating them in their
rightful places. During the nine years of
the Modi Government, India successfully
rediscovered and reconstructed nearly 40
ancient temples, including the Raghunath
temple, Umiyadham temple, Mathura
Vrindavan temples, Somnath temple,
and many others. In the glorious Hindu
era, Sanskrit served as the primary
language, uniting communities in ancient
India. Recognizing its significance, the
Modi government passed the Sanskrit
Universities Bill, and the New Educational
Policy was formulated to impart
knowledge about our illustrious past.
These legislative and policy changes have
greatly contributed to cultural integration.

Our  ancestors,  motivated by
Narendranath Dutta, valiantly battled
against the empire and successfully
subdued it. Drawing inspiration from
him, we continued the journey of our
cultural revival and the exploration of our
illustrious past. Narendra Nath Dutta’s
endeavors were continued by Narendra
Modi, our Prime Minister. Now, it is our
turn to derive motivation from our Prime
Minister and strive towards achieving the
vision of a developed India, Viksit Bharat
by 2047.

(Adarsh Kuniyillam is a
Parliamentary and Policy Analyst. Views
expressed are his own)
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POLICY OPINION

Ram Mandir: The Beginning
of Bharatiya Renaissance

Abhishek Malhotra

ith the ‘Pran Prathishtha in
w the Shri Ram Mandir on 22nd

January 2024, Shri Ramlala has
returned to his Janm Sthan. As Hon'ble
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said,
‘Humare Ram aa gaye hain. Ab vo tent
mei nahi, iss bhavya mandir mei rahenge’
(“Our Ram has come. He will not reside
in a tent anymore but in this magnificent
temple”), millions of people rejoiced on
this grand historical occasion with the
fervour of festivities.

Prabhu Shri Ram returned because
of the faith of millions of Ram Bhakts
that never diminished despite countless
atrocities by invaders like the Mughals,
the Britishers and then the mental
slavery of the West imposed by those
who ruled India for seven decades post-
independence. The struggle to bring back
Prabhu Shri Ram started five centuries ago
and was passed on over many generations.
Hundreds of Ram Bhakts sacrificed their
lives, thousands of Ram Bhakts worked
tirelessly in different ways and millions
of devotees continued to pray for Prabhu
Shri Ram to return. Thus, the construction
of the temple is not merely an event but
is a moment in history which marks the

beginning of the Bharatiya Renaissance. It
is the start of reclaiming the lost prosperity,
the lost glory, the lost pride, and the lost
reverence of our great civilisation.

The term ‘Renaissance’ is originally a
French word which means ‘Rebirth’ This
was earlier commonly used to mark the
cultural shift that began in Europe in the
15th century. During that period, Europe
witnessed the revival of classical learning
and wisdom, and a focus on Latin and
vernacular literature. It took more than
five centuries for Europe to recover from
the social, cultural and economic decay
that happened after the collapse of the

Roman empire.

Similarly, Bharat, which was earlier
called the ‘Sone ki Chidiya’ was plundered
and looted for more than ten centuries,
compressed and left as one of the poorest
countries in the world at the time of its
independence. The Indian government
post-independence continued to function
based on the suggestions and advices
received from Western “thinkers”, “experts”,
media, etc. for almost seven decades.
However, the last decade has been a game-
changer for our country. It symbolises the
journey of transformation of our country
as one embracing its “Swa”; transforming
from India to Bharat.

The last decade saw Prime Minister
Modi focusing on instilling confidence in
the minds of the people of Bharat in their
own identity. From looking at ourselves
as a third world country to becoming an
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emerging economy and a superpower
in the changing dynamics of the world
order, the citizens of the country, not just
in Bharat but across the globe, now take
pride in being called ‘Bharatiya. Today;,
when the citizens have a new-found
confidence in our ancient civilization
and are ready to reclaim their history, the
construction of Shri Ram Mandir and
the ‘Pran Pratishtha’ of Shri Ramlala is
the first landmark towards this goal- The
beginning of the Bharatiya Renaissance.

While the ‘Pran Prathishtha’ was going
on in Ayodhya, millions of people became
part of it either through their mobile or
TV screens or through big LED screens
put up by local temples, resident welfare
associations and various organizations.
The enthusiasm of the people was beyond
imagination cutting across boundaries
and faiths. More than 1,000 temples in the
United States celebrated the construction
of Shri Ram Mandir. The live telecast of
the ceremony at Times Square, New York
and the celebration by Indian citizens
across the globe shows the devotion of
Ram Bhakts and their confidence in the
Bharatiya civilization.

Similarly, in India, the rush in the local
temples showed the zeal of the people and
their faith in Prabhu Shri Ram. When I
visited the local temple near my house, I
was amazed to see the crowd of devotees.
It was for the first time that I saw my local
temple overcrowded, with no space to
enter. The happiness of the people while
singing Ram Bhajans and their excitement
while greeting and congratulating each
other for the temple is something which
is inexplicable through plain words. A
similar situation was observed in the

POLICY OPINION

Seven empires tried to demolish
our civilization for more than a
thousand years but the Bharatiya
civilization stood its ground. The
world is a witness, no civilization
has survived such attacks. But
this is a land of eternal power, a
civilization that has been nurtured
by many seers and saints, a land of
selfless devotees.

majority of the temples across Bharat. The
devotion of the people was the equivalent
both in the urban and rural areas.

While in states like West Bengal, where
the Hindus live in constant fear due to the
present government there, the celebration
in the capital city was suppressed but the
remaining part of West Bengal sawa similar
celebration by Ram Bhakts. Same was the
casein Southern India. While manyleaders
said that the people in Southern India do
not connect with Prabhu Shri Ram and
states like Tamil Nadu banned the telecast
of the ceremony, the citizens came out to
celebrate and proved that the construction
of the Shri Ram Mandir is beyond any
differences, political or otherwise.

Apart from this, what marks the
transition in the society is the shift in
the mindset of the youth. In the name of
‘secularism;, the previous governments had
created a mindset of aversion to Hinduism
for the sake of minority appeasement. A
society where burning crackers on Diwali
and playing Holi with water were against
nature; a society in which greeting with
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POLICY OPINION

‘Ram Ram’ was considered backward; a
society in which listening to ‘Bhajans” was
uncool. The enthusiasm of the youth on
the construction of Shri Ram Mandir is an
epitome of this very change in the mindset
of the young Bharat.

The so-called intellectuals of the
country, who focussed on brainwashing
the youth in the name of secularism, have
been given a strong reply by the youth.
The youth of the country has endorsed
the construction of the temple and shown
a willingness to reclaim their Bharatiya
identity. While we have seen the youth
supporting the construction of the temple
through their posts on social media, the
advent of numerous new Bhajans and
their viewership is another indicator that
shows the journey of turning towards the
roots. The cafes in Delhi, especially in the
college areas, are playing Ram Bhajans and
the youth are posting social media ‘stories’
playing Ram Bhajans on long drives.
These are just a few examples indicative of
the transition of the mindset of the new
generation.

Not just the youth but the entire
nation has shown similar enthusiasm.
From organising ‘Bhandaras’ to evenings
dedicated to Ram Bhajans or hosting
Ramayan Path for a week, various activities
were undertaken by citizens, temples and
various organisations. For the first time,
people from all age groups participated in
all such events with ardour. As the Prime
Minister Modi urged people to light
Diyas in the evening, the entire country
celebrated the ceremony like Diwali with
Diyas, decorated colourful lighting on
houses, lit firecrackers and distributed
sweets. The saffron flags were a common

sight throughout the country. People
placed the flags voluntarily and proudly
in markets, offices, vehicles and houses.
The flags were not a show of power by the
majority but represented the confidence
that the construction of Shri Ram Mandir
has given to the people. Earlier, placing
the saftfron flag on the rooftop or a vehicle
was a symbol of communalism while
green flags in rallies were the “right” of
certain minority groups. Today, with the
construction of the Shri Ram Mandir,
people have regained their confidence.
Hindus have reunited in the name of
Prabhu Shri Ram. Today, the majority can
proudly and confidently say that I am a
Hindu and does not have to be afraid of
being termed as communal.

Seven empires tried to demolish our
civilization for more than a thousand
years but the Bharatiya civilization stood
its ground. The world is a witness, no
civilization has survived such attacks. But
this is a land of eternal power, a civilization
that has been nurtured by many seers and
saints, a land of selfless devotees. It is the
enduring nature of Sanatan Dharma that
has kept us alive as a civilization. However,
while it is the end of a long struggle, it also
marks the beginning of a new journey.
Prabhu Shri Ram has returned to his ‘Janm
Sthan’ It is time that we strive towards
making a society that reflects the essence
of ‘Ram Rajya. Shri Ram Mandir is not
just a place of worship but a symbol of
collective aspirations and the rejuvenated
spirit of Bharat.

(Abhishek Malhotra is a Research
Fellow with Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Research Foundation)
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Union Minister unveils book on Indias environmental efforts ©

Bhupendra Yadav launches book titled
‘Modi: Energising a Green Future'
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India Thwarted Rich Nations' Attempts For Limitations
On Coal AL COP28: Bhupender Yadav

Speaking here at the launch of a book titled "Modi: Energising a Green Future”, the minister said
rich nations, historically responsible for climate change, should not try to hinder the
development of the Global South.
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EVENTS @ SPMRF

Release of booklets: “Swami Vivekananda & Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore’s writings and talks on Sri Ram &
Ramayana” and the Bangla translation of “PM Narendra

Modi’s speech of Sth August 2020 at Ram Mandir Ayodhya
Bhumi Pujan” (Kolkata West Bengal) on 18] anuary 2024
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Discussion on “Demphermg PM Modi’s Pohcy
Initiatives To Achieve $2 Trillion Annual Export Target
By 2030” on 17 Jan 2024
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Discussion on Developing India: West Bengal’s Dream
in Nadia on 13 Jan 2024

SPMREF discusion on Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra a
on 6 Jan 2024
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Discussion on “How PM Modi’s dynamic socio-
economic policies brought 135 million indians out of
multidimensional poverty” on 20 Dec 2023

/4>  HOW PM MODI'S DYNAMIC SOCIO-ECONOMIC
#7224 pOLICIES BROUGHT 135 MILLION INDIANS

> eeemen randson . OUT OF MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY

Discussion on “HOW MODI ERA USHERED A NEW WAVE
OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN INDIA” on 28 Nov 2023
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Chairman SPMRF addressed National Conference on
“Alliance for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure — G20
New Delhi Declaration” Organised by NBCC in New
Delhi on 18 Nov 2023

Bodhi organised by Maha Bodhi Society of India on the
92nd Anniversary of Mulagandha Kuti Vihara (Sarnath
Centre, Varanasi) on 1 Dec 2023
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“Freedom consists not only in the absence of restraint but also in the
presence of opportunity. Liberty is not a single and simple conception. It
has four elements — national, political, personal and economic. The man
who is fully free is one who lives in a country which is independent; in a
state which is democratic; in a society where laws are equal and restrictions
at a minimum; in an economic system in which national interests are
protected and the citizen has the scope of secure livelihood, an assured
comfort and full opportunity to rise by merit.

-Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Patna University Convocation
27th November 1937
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