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Introduction

hile scripting the history
Wof Indias  freedom
struggle, we missed out the real
protagonists — a gulf being
bridged today by the country’s
leadership.
the
celebration of the iconic freedom

Addressing centenary
fighter and spiritual leader —
Rani Gaidinliu — of Nagaland,
and of the northeast as a whole,
in August 2015, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had observed
that ‘either we have forgotten
such great people or we have
been made to forget on purpose’
In a similar league was the
legacy of the participation in the
freedom struggle of the tea tribe
community of Assam, which
had also faced oblivion. How
can the legacy and sacrifice of
Mangri Orang (Malati Mem),

who was killed by the British,
because she participated in the
non-cooperation movement,
be forgotten and why could
their

find nationwide mention and

contributions  never
documentation. In the early
years of independence, the effort
to put together a comprehensive
of the

was

narrative freedom

movement still-born
because of political pressures to
make it unidirectional, unilateral
and narrowly focused.

It is one of the tragedies of
the narrative of our freedom
movement that a large number
of personalities such as Rani
Gaidinliu, who had contributed
immensely to India’s struggle for
independence, had suffered great
privations for the sake of India,

were swept into oblivion once



freedom was attained. Similar
had been the fate of the striking
legacy of Subramania Bharati —
‘Maha Kavi’ of the revolutionary
movement — until PM Modj, in
a historic gesture imbued with
deep symbolism, instituted a
Chair in the epochal poet’s name
at Banaras Hindu University. It
gave the quest for an authentic
and all-encompassing narrative

of the freedom movement, a

major fillip.
This sweeping aside was
a motivated political and

ideological move in order to try
and dilute the nationalist core of
our struggle for independence.
Such has been the fate of a large
number of revolutionaries across
India in almost all the provinces.

For political and ideological
reasons, their legacies faced
marginalisation or were only
paid lip service. No concrete
initiative was

or substantial

launched to preserve and
disseminate their contributions
and to comprehensively
integrate their legacies in the
broader narrative of the freedom
movement. Often the regional
variations and contributions
were neglected or minimised.
When they were considered,
as had been done by a section
of the communist historians,
it was with the intention of
delinking them from the larger
flow, of placing them as leaders
who had no sense of the whole
and therefore ideal icons whose
legacies could be pushed to
present the narrative of national
fragmentation.

Historian SP Sen, who spent
the best part of his life trying
to broad base historiography
in India and pushed for a
comprehensive study in his
the

Nationalist Movement in India,

‘Historical Writings on



spoke of the regional variation
and contributions to Indias
freedom struggle which must
not be neglected in the writing
of the history of India’s struggle
for independence. Sen argued,
“The

in India was in one sense, no

nationalist ~movement
doubt, a common movement
for all parts of India. But there
were wide differences between
province and province in the
nature, motivation, timing
and intensity of struggle, thus,
argued Sen, any ‘study of the
Indian nationalist movement
must take into account these
regional differences” and a study
of the movement at an all-India
level would therefore be hardly
adequate and complete if one
were to overlook ‘these regional
differences. This aspect faced
continuous neglect.

Lamenting the politicisation

of history writing which began

with the Nehru government’s
effort to initiate a national project
on writing the history of the
freedom movement and which
had resulted in the collection of
a ‘huge mass of source material
from all parts of India, Sen noted
that very soon the project was
bogged down by political and
ideological considerations: ‘in
the normal course this would
have helped the compilation
of a very comprehensive and
authentic history of the freedom
which
have been the pride of Indian

movement would

historiography. ~ Unfortunately,
party

considerations

political, and group
the

members of the Committee set

swayed

up by the Nehru government
for this
were asked to write only what

purpose, ‘historians
the party or group in power
wanted them to write, giving a
wholly unbhistorical version of



the freedom movement.

When faced with resistance
from a section of the historians
enlisted for the work, Nehru
disbanded the Committee and
the project itself was abandoned.
Thus, a comprehensive narrative
of the freedom movement was
never put together. The first
years and decades of freedom
could have been an ideal time
when such a history could have
been written with many of the
participants or colleagues of
principal figures, both national
and regional, still around.

The contributions of the Tribal
(Janajati) leaders to the freedom
movement in the course of this
abandonment faced a black-out.
At times when they have been
referred by a section of ideology-
driven communist historians for
instance, they have been spoken
of in compartments, with their
reformist

anti-colonial and

approaches being portrayed
as a revolt against the larger
attempt by Hindu society for
a cultural self-recovery. It can
be argued that tribal leaders
against colonial occupation
had infused the movement, in
the early days, with ideas of
social reforms and of a spirituo-
cultural quest for their identity
and for the preservation and
dissemination of their cultural
fundamentals. Protection
and retrieval of usurped land
and natural resources from
colonial capture, preservation
of resources — which was always
sacred - were cardinal and
along with these, a fundamental
dimension of the movements
was the preservation of their
sacred spaces and ways of life.
All of these were never divorced
from a large sense of India. The
narrative of their contribution

never found adequate space,



were never highlighted and were
never integrated in a major way
in the syllabuses on history of
the freedom movement.

Modi’s
observing

Minister
of
November 15, birth anniversary

Prime

declaration

of the iconic Adivasi spiritual
and social leader and freedom
fighter, Bhagawan Birsa Munda,
as the ‘Janajatiya Gaurav Divas’
and the inauguration of freedom
fighters’
this vast chasm-like lacuna in

museum, addresses

the narrative of our freedom
The
establish tribal museums in

movement. decision to
various parts of the country, to
encourage the dissemination of
the legacy of tribal participation
in Indias freedom movement,
is in itself a very crucial step in
integrating and internalising
this long-neglected aspect of
the movement. This integration

cements the intellectual and

that
made to

physical  contributions

Janajati  leaders
reigniting the India narrative.
All these leaders were also active
social reformers and educators,
freedom for them consisted of
social empowerment, spread
of education, inclusivity and
a right to take their decisions
and to manifest their cultural
and religious aspirations with
dignity.

In contrast to slogans and
hollow tribute that successive
of

free India have paid to their

governments and leaders
legacy, PM Modi, representing
the gratitude of free India,
has actualised a long-pending
collective sense of tribute. This
act also signifies the expansion
and the deepening of the story of
the struggle for India’s freedom.
Dr Anirban Ganguly

Director, Dr Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Research Foundation



‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas: English rendering
of PM Narendra Modi’s address at
inauguration of Bhagwan Birsa Munda
Smriti Udyaan Sah Swatantrata Senani
Sanghralaya in Jharkhand

o There are some days which India which draws its energy

come by good fortune in our
life. And, when these days
come, it is our duty to pass
on this aura and radiance in
a splendid form to the next
generations! Today is such a
virtuous occasion. This date
of November 15th! ‘Dharti
Aaba’ Bhagwan Birsa Munda’s
birth anniversary! Jharkhand’s
foundation day! And this
important period of the Amrit
Mahotsav of the country’s
independence! This is an
occasion of our national faith,
an occasion to glorify the
ancient tribal culture of India.
Itis our duty to take this soul of

from the tribal community
to newer heights. Therefore,
the country has decided to
give a glorious identity to the
tribal traditions and its valor
sagas in this virtuous era of
independence. As part of this,
a historic decision has been
taken that from today onwards
the country will celebrate 15th
November i.e. the birthday
of Bhagwan Birsa Munda as
Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas every
year.

I offer this decision of the
country today with reverence
at the feet of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda and our tribal freedom



fighters and brave heroes. On
this occasion, I extend many
congratulations to all the
people of Jharkhand, to all the
tribal brothers and sisters in
every corner of the country
and to our countrymen. I have
spent a major part of my life
with my tribal brothers, sisters
and children. I have been
witness to their happiness and
sorrows, their daily routine,
every small and big need of
their life. Therefore, today is
a very emotional day for me
personally.

The state of Jharkhand also
came into existence on this day
due to the strong will of our
revered Atal Bihari Vajpayee
ji. It was Atal Bihari Vajpayee
ji who was the first to form a
separate tribal ministry and
secured the tribal interests
of the
country. On the occasion of

with the policies
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Jharkhand Foundation Day, I
pay my homage to the revered
Atal ji by bowing at his feet.
On this important occasion,
thenationsfirst Tribal Freedom
Fighters Museum is being
dedicated to the countrymen.
Fighting for India’s identity
and independence, Bhagwan
Birsa Munda spent his last
days in this jail in Ranchi. The
land, which had an imprint
of Bhagwan Birsa and which
is witness to his penance
and sacrifice, is a kind of
pilgrimage for all of us. Some
time back I had called for
the establishment of Adivasi
(tribal) museums across the
country to cherish the history
of tribal society and their
contribution to the freedom
struggle.

The central and all the state
governments are working
together for this purpose. I



am happy that the first tribal
museum in Jharkhand, which
is rich in tribal culture, has
come into existence today. I
congratulate the tribal society
of the country, every citizen
of India for the Bhagwan
Munda
Udyan cum Freedom Fighter

Birsa Memorial
Museum. This museum will
become a living venue of our
tribal culture full of diversity,
depicting the contribution of
tribal heroes and heroines in
thefreedom struggle. Thereare
statues of many tribal heroes,
including Sidhu-Kanhu, Poto
Ho, Telanga Kharia, Gaya
Munda, Jatra Tana Bhagat and
Diva-Kisun in this museum
and their life stories have also
been explained in detail.

Apart from this, work is
going on at a rapid pace on
nine more such museums
of the

in different states
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country. Very soon, we will
see the museums in Rajpipla
in Gujarat, Lambasingi in
Andhra Pradesh, Raipur in
Chhattisgarh, Kozhikode
in Kerala, Chhindwara in
Madhya Pradesh, Hyderabad
in Telangana, Tamenglong in
Manipur, Kelsih in Mizoram
and Ponda in Goa. These
museums will not only make
the new generation of the
country aware of the pride
of tribal history, but will also
give a new impetus to tourism
in these areas. These museums
will also  preserve and
promote songs, music, art-
skills, handicrafts and crafts
passed down from generation
to generation.

Bhagwan Birsa Munda and
many of our tribal fighters
had sacrificed their lives for
the freedom of the country.

But what was the meaning of



independence and Swaraj to
them? The innate goal of the
freedom struggle was that
the sovereignty of India and
the power to make decisions
for India should rest with the
people of India. At the same
time, the fight for ‘Dharti
Aaba’ was also against the
ideology that wanted to
erase the identity of India’s
tribal society. Bhagwan Birsa
Munda knew that attacking
diversity in the name of
modernity, tampering
with ancient identity and
nature was not the way for
the welfare of the society.
He was in favor of modern
education, he advocated for
changes and he also showed
courage to speak against the
evils and shortcomings of his
own society. He campaigned
against illiteracy,  drug
addiction, discrimination and

12

created awareness among the
youths of the society.

It was the impact of these
moral values and positive
thinking that gave a new
energy to the tribal society.
The same foreigners, who
considered our tribal society,
Munda brothers and sisters,
as backward and weak, were
brought to their knees by
Bhagwan Birsa Munda and
Munda society. This fight was
for the root-forest-land, the
identity of the tribal society
and the
India. And it was so powerful

independence of

because Bhagwan Birsa had
taught the society to fight
against the external enemies
as well as the weaknesses
within. Therefore, I think
Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas is also
an occasion to remember this
great sacrifice of empowering
the society and an opportunity



to remember it again and
again.

The “Ulgulan’ (revolution) of
Bhagwan Birsa Munda was
not limited to victory and
defeat. It was not an ordinary
battle of history. ‘Ulgulan’
was an inspiring event for
hundreds of years to come.
Bhagwan Birsa gave life for
the society, culture and the
country. Therefore, he exists
as God in our faith and spirit
even today. When we see the
tribal society becoming a
participantin the development
of the country and leading
India on environment, we
see the face of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda and feel his blessings.
Therefore, the tribal society
should preserve the customs
and culture of their society.
This is what our India is doing
today for the entire world!

o Bhagwan Birsa is not an
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individual butatradition forall
of us. He is the embodiment of
the philosophy of life that has
been a part of the soul of India
for centuries. We don’t just
call him ‘Dharti Aaba. Around
the time when Father of the
Mahatma Gandhi
was becoming the voice of

Nation

humanity against apartheid
in South Africa, Birsa Munda
had already written a chapter
of the battle against servitude
in India. ‘Dharti Aaba’ did
not live for very long. But he
wrote a complete history for
the country in a short span of
life and gave direction to the
generations of India.

Intheongoing AmritMahotsav
of Independence, the country
is reviving countless such
pages of history, which were
forgotten in the past decades.
The freedom of this country
involves the sacrifices of so



many fighters, who did not
get the recognition that was
due to them. If we look at
that period of our freedom
struggle, there was hardly any
period when there was no
tribal revolution in different
parts of the country! Be it the
Munda movement under the
leadership of Bhagwan Birsa,
or the Santhal struggle and
the Khasi struggle, the Ahom
strugglein the Northeast or the
Kol war in the Chota Nagpur
region and the Bhil struggle,
the tribal sons and daughters
of India challenged the British
rule in every period.

If we look at the history of
Jharkhand and the entire
tribal region, Baba Tilka
Manjhi had
vigorous front against the
British. The Sidho-Kanhu
and Chand-Bhairav brothers
had blown the trumpet of the

launched a
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Santhal war from Bhognadih.
There were so many fighters
like Telanga Kharia, Sheikh
Bhikhari and Ganpat Rai,
heroes and leading ladies
like Tikait Umrao Singh,
Vishwanath Shahdeo,
Nilambar-Pitamber,
Narayan Singh, Jatra Oraon,
Gaidinliu
and Rajmohini Devi who

Jadonang, Rani

made supreme sacrifices to
carry forward the freedom
struggle. The contribution of
these great souls cannot be
forgotten. Their glorious past
and sagas will give energy
for a new India. Therefore,
the nation has appealed
to its youth and historians
to rewrite the history of
independenceinvolving these
personalities. The youth have
been urged to come forward.
A writing campaign is being
run regarding this in this



virtuous period of freedom.
I'would also request the youth
of Jharkhand, especially the
tribal youth, who not only
read the history of this land,
but have seen, heard and lived
it to take the responsibility of
this resolve of the country.
You can research or write a
book on the history related
to the freedom struggle.
You can also discover new
innovative ways to take tribal
art and culture to the masses.
Now it is our responsibility
to give new consciousness
to our ancient heritage and
history.

Munda
had dreamed of existence,

Bhagwan  Birsa

identity and self-reliance
for the tribal society. Today
the country is also moving
forward with this resolve.
We have to remember that

no matter how big a tree is,
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it can stand tall only when it
is deeply rooted. Therefore,
AatmaNirbhar Bharat is also
a resolve to connect with
its roots and strengthen its
roots. This resolution will be
fulfilled with the efforts of
all of us. I have full faith our
country will definitely fulfill
its resolutions and will also
give direction to the entire
world with the blessings
of Bhagwan Birsa. I once
again wish the nation for
the Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas.
I would urge the students of
the country to visit Ranchi
this
showcasing the great culture

and see exhibition
of the tribal community.

Try to learn something
there. There is a lot here for
every child of India to move
forward with determination
in life. I once again thank you

all very much.



Recognising the role of
tribal communities in
Indian Independence

I Arjun Munda

he government has declared
November 15 as Janajatiya
to honour the
tribal
community to the nation. It also

Gaurav Divas,
contribution of the

happensto be the birth anniversary
of the great tribal leader, Birsa
Munda, whose role in the freedom
struggle changed the course
of modern Indias history. He
mobilised the tribal community
against the British, forcing them
to introduce laws protecting the
land rights of tribals. In his all-
too-short life — he died in Ranchi
jail at the age of 25 — he brought
about seminal changes in the lives

of tribals across the country.

Week-long celebrations will
begin today to mark the memory
of the great unsung tribal heroes
who sacrificed their lives for
the country; without them, the
commemoration of 75 years of
Independence this year would not
be complete.

It was well before the freedom
struggle of 1857 that the Janjatis
and their leaders rose in revolt
against the colonial forces. Across
India, tribals ranging from the
Santhals, Kol, Ho, Pahadia,
Munda, Oraon, Chero, Lepcha,
Bhutia, and the Bhuyan tribes in
the east, the Khasi, Naga, Ahom,
Meamaria, Abor, Nyishi, Jaintia,

16



Garo, Mizo, Singhpo, Kuki and
Lushai in the Northeast, the
Padyagars, Kurichya, Beda, Gonds
and Great Andamanese in the
south, the Halba, Kol, Muriya, Koi
in central India and the Dang Bhil,
Mair, Naika, Koli, Mina and Dubla
in the west, kept up sustained and
ferocious attacks on the British.
India is unique in that it has
more than 700 tribal communities.
These communities have enriched
the countrys cultural heritage,
their
and craft. They have played a

through exquisite ~ art
leading role in the promotion,
protection and conservation of
the environment through their
traditional practices; with their
vast repository of traditional
knowledge, they have been the
of

torch-bearers sustainable

development. Recognising
the importance of tribals and
their role in nation-building,

the Constitution made special

provisions for the protection of
tribal culture and the development
of Scheduled Tribes.

The entire forest ecosystem,
including water bodies, is the
mainstay of the tribal economy. The
British disrupted this and created
a class of zamindars (landlords)
and gave them rights over land
in tribal territories. This reduced
the tribals to mere tenants in
their own lands. This exploitation
fuelled the resentment which led
to violent eruptions in the tribal
revolutionary movements.

These movements threw up
inspirational leaders. Among them
were Tilka Majhi, Tikendrajit
Singh, Veer Surendra Sai, Telanga
Kharia,
Sidhu, Kanu Murmu, Rupchand

Veer Narayan Singh,

Konwar and Laxman Naik.

One of the most charismatic
was Birsa Munda, from the
Munda community in present-day

Jharkhand. He organised and led

17



the tribal movement, giving a call
for Ulgulan (revolt) to the tribals.
The young Birsa also wanted
to reform tribal society and
urged it to shun superstition and
witchcraft. Such was his charisma
that tribal communities referred
to him as “Bhagwan”.

Prime Minister (PM) Narendra
Modi has always acknowledged
the invaluable contributions of
the tribal communities to the
freedom struggle. This is why, in
his Independence Day Speech
on August 15, 2016, he spoke
of building dedicated museums
in various parts of the country
in memory of tribal freedom
fighters. The ministry of tribal
affairs is constructing these in
collaboration with various state
governments. The first museum to
be completed is the Birsa Munda
Freedom Fighter Museum at
Ranchi which will be inaugurated
by the PM on Monday.

We cannot also forget the
contributions of tribal women
to the freedom movement. The
Gaidinliu, Phulo,
Jhano Murmu, Helen Lepcha

names Rani

and Putali Maya Tamang, will
live on our collective memory for
generations to come.

During the coming week, we
have planned a range of activities
from tribal dance festivals, craft

melas, painting competitions,
felicitating ~ tribal  achievers,
workshops,  blood  donation

camps, and events to pay homage
to the tribal freedom fighters.
These are being organised across
states and Union Territories as a
mark of respect to these great sons
and daughters of India. Their lives
will continue to inspire Indians for
all time to come.
(The writer is minister of
tribal affairs. The views expressed
are personal)
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Pride of India:

Bhagwan Birsa Munda

I Dr. L Murugan

As India is celebrating
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav,
one great name stands tall
among the galaxy of stars who
fearlessly worked for freedom of
motherland against oppressive
British Raj. That is Bhagwan
Birsa Munda.

Birsa Munda lived a short but
valiant life of just twenty five
years, but his heroic actions and
noble deeds made Bhagwan for
his numerous followers.

His life story, full of gallant
efforts to fight against injustice
and

oppression, represents

a strong voice of  resistance
against colonial British Raj.
Born on 15th November 1875,

in Ulihatu village of a present

day Jharkhand, Birsa spent his
childhood in abject poverty
in a tribal Munda family. This
was the time when exploitative
British Raj started penetrating
into the deep jungles of Central
and Eastern India, disrupting
the tribals, living in harmony
with
resources.

The
a feudal jamindari in Chhota

nature and natural

Britishers introduced

Nagpur  region,
tribal ‘Khuntkatti’
system. The Raj brought in the

destroying
agrarian

outsiders -moneylenders and
contractors, as well as feudal
landlords, which aided the
British in exploitation of tribals.

The wunrelenting missionary
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activities continued to operate
with the active support of the
Raj, insulting and interfering
in the religeo-cultural ethos of
forest dwelling Adiwasis.

Young Birsa grew up watching
all these unfolding before his
eyes, and began to understand
how these colonial forces and
the dikus (outsiders -enemies
of the Adiwasis) worked against
the interests of the local people.
This acted as a fuel to firm up
his resolve to fight against this
unholy nexus.
1880s,
Birsa closely witnessed the

During young
Sardari Larai movement in the
region, which was demanding
restoration of tribal rights,
through non-violent methods
of sending petitions to British
Raj.
colonial regime paid no heed to

However, the oppressive

these demands.
The Jamindari system soon

Birsa Munda had clearly
identified that British
Colonial Rule was the root
cause of all the problems and
oppressions. It was amply
clear to him that “Abua raj
setar jana, maharani raj
tundu jana (meaning:Let
the Kingdom of the Queen
be ended and our kingdom
be established) Bhagwan
Birsa ignited the spark in the
minds of the masses.

reduced the tribals from the
status of the landowners to that
of land labourer. The feudal set
up intensified the forced labour
(Veth bigari) in the forested
tribal areas. The exploitation
of poor, innocent tribals now
reached a breaking point.It all
culminated into Birsa taking
up the cause of Adivasis. He
showed a new light in matters of
religious domain to the fellow

20



tribals. He stood firm against
missionaries who were belittling
the tribal life and culture. At
the same time, Birsa worked
for refining and reforming the
religious practices, discouraged
many  superstitious rites,
brought in new tenets, new
prayers, reformed many habits,
and worked for restoring and
reviving the tribal pride.

Birsa impressed upon the

adiwasis about “Sirmare firun

Young Birsa grew up
watching all these unfolding
before his eyes, and began
to understand how these
colonial forces and the dikus
(outsiders -enemies of the
Adiwasis) worked against
the interests of the local
people. This acted as a fuel
to firm up his resolve to fight
against this unholy nexus.

raja jai” or ‘victory to the
ancestral king’ thus invoking
of the tribals

ancestral autonomous control

sovereignty

over the land. Birsa became a
mass leader, and began to be
considered as a Bhagwan and
Dharati Aba for his followers.

He made the tribals aware
of exploitative and atrocious
nature of all vested interests.
He knew who the real enemy
were- alongwith the exploitative
dikus, it was the oppressive
British Rule.

Birsa Munda had clearly
identified that British Colonial
Rule was the root cause of all
the problems and oppressions.
It was amply clear to him that
“Abua raj setar jana, maharani
raj tundu jana (meaning:Let
the Kingdom of the Queen be
ended and our kingdom be
established)
ignited the spark in the minds

Bhagwan Birsa

21



of the masses.

The Mundas, Oraons, other
adivasis and  non-adivasis
responded to his call and joined
‘Ulgulan’ or revolt against
the colonial masters and the
exploitative dikus under the
leadership of Birsa, for their
social, economic, political and
cultural emancipation. Birsa
asked the people not to pay any
rent, attacked the outposts of
feudal, missionary and colonial
British Raj authorities.

With the traditional bows and
arrows, the tribals of Central and
eastern India waged an effective
armed resistance against the
British regime. In doing so,
however, Birsa was careful that
only the real exploiters were
attacked,

people were not troubled.

and the common

Birsa became an image of
vitality and divinity. Soon he
was captured by British police

and lodged in jail, where he
died in captivity on 9 June 1900.
But Bhagwan Birsa Munda’s
spirited struggle did not go in
vain. It compelled the British
Raj to take cognisance of plight
and exploitation of tribals, and
brought in ‘Chhota Nagpur
Tenancy Act of 1908
protection of Adiwasis.

for

This important Act restricted
the transfer of tribal land to non-
tribals, giving huge relief for the
tribals, and became a landmark
legislation for protection of
tribal rights. The British regime
also took steps to abolish Veth
Bigari or forced labour.

Munda

continues to inspire millions

Bhagwan  Birsa
of Indians, even 121lyears after
his death. He is an icon of
valour, courage and leadership.
He was a leader who took
great pride in his rich culture
and great traditions, but at the
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same time, did not shy away
from reforming his own faith
wherever necessary.

Munda

icons

Bhagwan  Birsa
is one of the tallest
of our freedom movement.
India’s freedom struggle was
strengthened by several tribal
communities such as Mundas,
Oraons, Santhals, Tamars, Kols,
Bhils, Khasis, Koyas and Mizos
to name a few.
Therevolutionarymovements
and struggles organized by
the tribal communities were
their

courage and supreme sacrifice,

marked by immense
and inspired Indians all over the
country. However, for whatever
reasons, established historians
could not do justice to their
immense contribution in India’s
freedom struggle.

But our visionary Prime
Minister Sh Narendra Modi
appealed all Indians to celebrate

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, and
to study and understand the
valour and sacrifice of many
such unsung heroes in Indias
freedom struggle.

Under his
leadership, now for the first time,

dynamic

the tribal pride and contribution
is being given a fitting tribute, by
celebrating a JanJatiya Gaurav
Divas, on 15th November every
year, on the birth anniversary
of Bhagwan Birsa Munda. On
this Jan Jatiya Gaurav Divas, let
us remember and recognise the
efforts of India’s tribal people for
preservation of cultural heritage
and promotion of Indian values
of valour, hospitality and
national pride.
(The writer is Minister of
State for Information and
Broadcasting, Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying. The views expressed

are personal)
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Recognising the unsung
heroes from India’s tribal

communities

I Arjun Ram Meghwal

he decision to recognise

November 15 — the birth
anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda — as Janjatiya Gaurav
Diwas will be marked with
golden words in the pages of
history. The nation is celebrating
the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
on the occasion of 75 years of
Independence and determining
its commitments for the year
2047. This step is the most
significant milestone towards
the
of the tribal fraternity. As part

recognising contribution
of the week-long celebration,
various events and activities
have been conducted to
highlight the rightful role of the

tribal community in the national
development journey.

History has been unfair in
recognising tribals’ role and
potential in every sphere of
national development. Across
India, these
challenged the British, whose
actions to line their pockets

communities

by destroying abundant
natural resources were directly
economic and
tribal

communities. The fight against

affecting the
social framework of
the British-imposed system by
the Paharia, Chuar, Kol, Bhil,
Ho, Munda, Santhal, Khond,
Koli, Kuki,
Khasi, Singpho — among other

Koya, Ramosi,
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movements — was led by people
of
encouraged the masses to revolt.

indomitable spirit, who

As part of Janjatiya Gaurav
week, itisapttorecollectthetribal
legacy of the 1913 Mangarh hill
massacre. The incident is known
as the “Jallianwala Bagh massacre
of the Vagad region” and was
led by Bhil social reformer and
spiritual leader, Govind Guru.
When the freedom struggle all
over India was taking shape in
various forms, the tribal region
along the present-day Gujarat-
Rajasthan border radiated the
Over 1,500 Bhils

sacrificed their lives fighting

same zeal.

against British forces.

Govind Guru started working
with the Bhil
during the great famine of
1899-1900, and saw the effects
of oppressive British measures.
He
fighting social problems such

community

advocated systematically

as liquor consumption and

debt. He
united the community, spread

inter-generational

awareness about their identity,
established
addressed the spiritual hunger

schools, and
of the masses. He initiated the
Bhagat Sampradaya (sect) in
1908 to socially and morally

the Bhil
These measures didn’t sit well

uplift community.
with the imperial regime. The
state harassed the followers of
Govind Guru. On November
17, 1913, on the hillock at
Mangarh, a congregation was
called by Govind Guru. British
forces surrounded the gathering
and fired

indiscriminately. The sacrifice

from three sides
of the Bhils became a beacon
of strength for others, inspiring
them to achieve freedom.

There is much to learn from
tribal communities. Since time

immemorial, their love for nature
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has inspired the rest of society.
Their integrity in protecting
and preserving indigenous art,
culture, environment and forests
is worth appreciating at a time
when the world is struggling to
build a consensus around climate
change. Tribal communities also
have a better sex ratio (990)
than the national average (940).
There is relatively less dowry
in tribal communities. A sense
of togetherness ensures that
the girl child is welcomed. The
government has identified and
felicitated the shining stars of
the tribal community, including
luminaries such as Tulasi
Gowda (Karnataka), Rahibai
Soma Popere ( Maharashtra)
and Lakshmikutty (Kerala);
and Dutee Chand, Mary Kom,
Bhaichung  Bhutia,
Kumari, Thonakal Gopi and

Deepika

Lalremsiami from the sports
fraternity.

The
the
special provisions in the Fifth
and Sixth schedules for the
upliftment of tribal
The

communities has been ensured

of
Constitution laid down

founding fathers

society.
representation of these

at the parliamentary, assembly
and panchayat levels. The Atal
Bihari NDA
government set up a separate
Ministry of Tribal Affairs in
October 1999 to expedite the
pace of tribal welfare-related
work. Since 2014, the Narendra
Modi government has started

Vajpayee-led

to bring change in the lives of

disadvantaged sections and
they have become significant
stakeholders in mainstream
development programmes,
adhering to the vision of “Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas and Sabka Prayas”

The effective implementation

of the Aspirational Districts
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Programme, provisions for
scholarships, increasing
the scholarship budget and

reducing its release time, and a
five-fold increase in the number
of Eklavya Schools are helping

The
New Education Policy has

the tribal communities.

emphasised local language as
the medium of instruction,
which will undoubtedly benefit
the tribal youth. The Mangarh
Dham will also be developed
in line with 10 other museums
to commemorate the tribal
communities’ contribution
to the
The

Reang

freedom  struggle.

Bru-
Karbi-
Anglong peace accord and the
strengthening of the SC/ST

Prevention of Atrocities Act

Bodo agreement,

agreement,

are among the measures that
are easing the lives of the tribal
communities.

In addition, there has been a

seven-fold increase in the minor
forest produce covered under
MSP, a 62-fold jump in the value
of procurement of minor forest
produce. Over

Rs 1,000 crore worth of loans
for tribal entrepreneurs have
been sanctioned under the
Stand Up India scheme.

As the first Janjatiya Gaurav
week ends, we as citizens of
India, must pay tribute to these
unsung heroes. It is our duty
to highlight the stories of tribal
heroes and heroines from the
freedom struggle and introduce
them to the new generation. Let’s
take this opportunity to pledge
to preserve their distinguished
art, culture and customs in the
spirit of Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat.

(The writer is Union Minister

of State for Parliamentary
Affairs and Culture. The views

expressed are personal)
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