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Dr. Anirban Ganguly

he BJP’s National Executive

met after almost two years.

The challenging pandemic
situation necessitated this interval.
During this period the Party’s focusand
energies were directed towards tackling
the effects and impact of the pandemic
among the people. At a time when
most parties had either got into a self-
quarantine mode or were preoccupied
with flying kites of misinformation, the
Bharatiya Janata Party had initiated one
of the largest relief outreaches that had
been undertaken by any political party
during a crisis of this magnitude. In his
valedictory address to the BJP’s NEC,
Prime Minister Modi, referring to this
nineteen months period, called it the
Party’s best period, when against an
adversary which it did not know, could
not comprehend, which it confronted
for the first time, the Party continued
to serve people and alleviate its impact.

The fact that a partys principal
forums meet, deliberate and ideate on
issues, achievements and challenges,
reaffirms its core founding ideals,
its line and

renews ideological

maintains a dynamic interest and

EDITORIAL

robust political will at regular intervals is an indicator of its
inherent ideological strength, its commitment to furthering its
essence and of its overall political and organisational health. The
meet reminded one of Deendayal Upadhyaya’s observations,
made in the early years of the Jana Sangh, when he wrote that
‘Any progressive organisation will and must pass through the
process of change, but its fundamentals never change’

The BJP has been able to effectively adhere to this adage.
This was primarily because, as PM Modi said, ‘we are not an
individual centric, dynasty based party, we are a ‘Parampara
Adbharit’ - a party which is based on and sustained by traditions,
we have lived through and struggled for establishing a certain
thought, ideal and ideology’ Besides the political resolution
passed in the meet, the discussion over it, the amendments and
insertions suggested, the NEC meet had some very interesting
dimensions. To the observer in search of the deeper drivers of
political parties, these come across as significant.

The BJP’s latest outreach, initiated by PM Modi himself,
‘Kamal Pushp’ is in itself a unique effort to link and revivify the
threads of tradition, continuity and contribution in the Party.
PM Modi spoke on it at length, explained its deeper necessity,
called on all those present to actively work on it by fanning out
across their respective areas and connect with those who have
contributed to the growth of the party in the past, since its early
days, have struggled to keep the flag aloft through its most
challenging phases and to document their contributions. These
will not only serve to give an idea of the base that was built for
our political movement by struggling generations but will also
connect the present to them. ‘We stand on the ground prepared
by them, today we are here, it is because of their past toils, he
said while reminiscing of his own close association with some
of them.

An important exercise was the releasing of books focusing
on different aspects of the Modi government’s achievement. In
this case the immediate being India’s historic intervention at
COP26 and the robust state of the economy. Not only were the
books released, each of them were discussed by a senior leader
or minister and the members gathered were exhorted to include,
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in their daily work, sometime to reflect and read
these and organise, every month informed and
instructive deliberations on such achievements.
The formation of libraries in every BJP office across
the state in the past years and now this emphasis
on the need to develop informed opinions and
articulations so as to drive the narrative and set the
agenda was significant.

The fact that Prime Minister Modi came and
stayed throughout the deliberations - a thing he
has been doing for decades - participated and
intervened, stayed put till the end of the meet,
skipping lunch like all the other delegates, is an
unmistakable indicator of a connectedness that
the Party continues to exude. There was nothing
customary about the whole approach; rather it was
involved and innate.

At a time when most parties have no clear
ideological line and have been unable to articulate
one, when most parties, with perhaps the exception
of the communist parties, are either individual and
dynasty driven and based and have no regularity
in their structural functioning, when most of them
exude a certain lethargy in their public outreach,
lack a creative political functioning and an assertive
will to implement organisational programmes,
the BJP stands apart in its display of all of these
attributes. That the Party has been successful in
repositioning its focus and action, being a party
in power, has been its single biggest achievement
in the last eight years. As PM Modi observed, the
biggest challenge for a party in power is on what
to do in terms of public activities and outreach,
and yet the BJP has scripted a new history in being
variedly active and most effective in ‘Seva! There
has been complacency in the Party in all these years
of being in power.

PM Modis address reminded one of the
descriptions of the ‘Abhyasvargas’ - a tradition in
the Party since the days of Jana Sangh and usually

EDITORIAL

led and conducted in the past by stalwarts such as
Deendayal Upadhyaya. PM Modi’s address focused
on those dimensions that sustain, maintain and
lubricate a political movement and enable it to
continue being an entity that retains the capacity
and power of self-renewal.

As an ordinary worker, if one were to internalise
PM Modis address at the NEC meet, there
were four major takeaways: one, was to look at
ourselves as a Party with a mission to free India
forever from a mentality of imitation, of being an
appendage and slavery, two, beyond the trappings
and heavy exigencies and demands of politics and
political action, it was imperative to explore and
undertake activities and initiate work for positive
transformationinsociety. Many are doingitamongst
us, he said, these need to be amplified, shared and
expanded, three, is the need to maintain a vibrant
and fulfilling sense of belongingness, this is the life
and lubrication of an organisation. Organisations
which have lost this have got dislocated and have
lost track, four, the need for each of us was to
emerge as ‘bridges of faith’ with the people, it is this
which will continue and lend greater momentum
to the process of a comprehensive and integral
transformation now taking place in India.

In an address marked with a number of nuggets
and perspectives, each of which perhaps require a
column to extrapolate, was PM Modi’s assertion
that between his thinking and his country’s thinking
there was no difference, ‘perhaps I imbibed such a
perspective, through my wanderings across India
over many years, there is no district which I have
not visited and absorbed from...We are those who
are connected to the soil, our experience is through
life itself

To become tributary bridges of faith then, to this
principal ‘Bridge of Faith; is the primary task before
each constituent of this mighty political flow and
movement.
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India Walks The Talk at COP26

Bhupender Yadav

the Conference of the Parties (COP26)
to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in
Glasgow. The experience of interacting with so

I t is curtains down on 26th session of

many different minds was enriching. The various
bilateral and multilateral engagements that we
participated in have helped us all broaden our
vision and firm up our resolve to fight climate
change.

The summit proved to be a success from
India’s standpoint because we articulated and put
across the concerns and ideas of the developing
world quite succinctly and unequivocally. India
presented the way for a constructive debate and
equitable and just solutions at the forum.

Consensus, however, remained elusive
COP26.India has that the

current climate crisis has been precipitated by

at maintained
unsustainable lifestyles and wasteful consumption
patterns mainly in the developed countries. The
world needs to awaken to this reality.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave a new
mantra for sustainable development at COP26.
He said ‘LIFE; that is, Lifestyle for Environment
can be the foundation for the same. “The world
today admits that lifestyle has a major role in
climate change. I propose a one-word movement
before all of you. This word is LIFE which means
Lifestyle for Environment. Today, it's needed that
all of us come together and take forward LIFE as

a movement,” PM Shri Modi said.

When facing challenges of a planetary scale,
such as climate change, the message of ‘vasudhaiva
kutumbakam’ or the ‘world as one family’ needs
to be amplified more than ever. India’s message to
the world is that it needs to shift towards lifestyles
that value moderation over excess.

Walking the talk on combating climate change,
PM Shri Modi gave out Panchamrit, or a five-
point climate agenda:

1. India’s non-fossil energy capacity to reach
500 GW by 2030

2. India will meet 50 per cent of its energy
requirements with renewable energy by 2030.

3. India will reduce its total projected carbon
emissions by one billion tonnes from now to 2030

4. By 2030, India will reduce the carbon
intensity of its economy to less than 45 per cent.

5. By 2070, India will achieve the target of net
Zero emissions.

Shri Narendra Modi, has
proactively taken the lead in creating the

India, under
International Solar Alliance, Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) and the
One Sun, One World, One Sun Grid initiatives as
examples of international collaboration to combat
climate change. Having done its part, India at
the summit, asked the developed world concrete
actions in this decisive decade and translation of
commitments to actions.

Fossil fuels and their use have enabled parts
of the world to attain high levels of growth. Even
now, developed countries have not completely
phased out coal. The United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) refers
to mitigation of GHG emissions from all sources.
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UNFCCC is not directed at any particular source.

Developing countries have a right to their fair
share of the global carbon budget and are entitled
to the responsible use of fossil fuels within this
scope.

Climate friendly lifestyles and climate justice
as enshrined in the Paris Agreement are the key
to solving the climate crisis. We can proudly say
today that India is the only G20 nation well on
track to achieve the goals mentioned under the
Paris Agreement.

India, under Shri Narendra Modi, has
proactively taken the lead in creating the
International Solar Alliance, Coalition
for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure
(CDRI) and the One Sun, One World,
One Sun Grid initiatives as examples of
international collaboration to combat
climate change. Having done its part,
India at the summit, asked the developed
world concrete actions in this decisive
decade and translation of commitments
to actions.

WELCOME
. TOGLASGOW

Em  HOME OF
@ COP26

n

While there has been a lot of talk about and
around Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDC), the lack of commitment on climate
finance is troublesome. There is a wide mismatch
between climate finance and mitigation efforts.
The record on means of implementation support
to developing countries has been dismal so far.
India looks forward to a change in finance and
technology support to developing countries
going forward.

As I concluded my engagements at COP26 and
returned home, India is hopeful that the world
will rise to the urgency of the climate crisis facing
us and that alone will ensure we have real actions
to save our planet for the future generations.

India, I am happy to note, achieved some
remarkable results in terms of climate finance
issues including a work program on a new
collective quantified goal, support for enhanced
transparency  framework for  developing
countries, Article 6 rule book, adaptation and

common timeframe, at the COP26 negotiations.

(The writer is Union Minister for
Environment, Forest & Climate Change &
Labour and Employment, Government of
India.)

The Nationalist | October-November 2021 | 6



POLICY ANALYSIS

Pratim Ranjan Bose

couple India was

implementing a

of years ago,

rail-connected

facilities on either side of the land border, to facilitate

integrated check-post (ICP), with mirror

trade with a neighbour. Successful implementation of
the project required coordination between a host of
authorities controlled by two national governments
and the concerned State government.

At least four Union ministries were directly
responsible. The ministry of external affairs was
the
economy. On the Indian side, there were home
ministry-controlled Land Ports Authority (LPAI),
ministry of highways, and the Indian Railways.

implementing facilities in neighbouring

Adieu to silos

The
bureaucrats from foreign service, administrative

involvement of three different sets of

service and railway service, made the proposition
even more interesting. Every ministry was going at
its own pace leading to planning and implementation
gaps. Parts of the project were completed in time
but they were unutilised for years till the matching
facilities were ready.

Such situations were no exception in Indias
development history till 2014. They became common
during the coalition rule after liberalization (1991)
and reached epic proportions during the UPA rule
(2004-2014). Even the issue of biometric identity

cards was subjected to inter-ministry rivalry. Media
got stories. Nation suffered.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been acting
against “silos” from day one. Projects suffering
delays for decades suddenly got wings. Till 2014
Assam had only three bridges over the mighty
Brahmaputra. In the next five years, they added
three more bridges and started working on five
more. At least three of them are in advanced stages
of construction.

There are endless examples of how India is
benefitting from this new style of governance. It
has been a long time since India launched schemes
to ensure rural electrification and prevent open
defecation. Every time such schemes failed to
achieve their target.

Modi
everyone to complete them within the stipulated

relaunched the schemes and forced
deadline. Bureaucracy was unhappy to be sent to
build toilets in a hurry. The Prime Minister had
openly criticized Babus for operating from silos and
robbing India of her growth opportunity.

The move (read war) against silos is now
formalized by “PM GatiShakti - National Master
Plan for Multi-modal Connectivity”. Approved
by the cabinet committee on economic affairs,
GatiShakti will integrate 18 ministries into a
joint committee to implement and monitor major
infrastructure projects pursued by different
central ministries and state governments.

The aim is to take an integrated approach to
the planning and execution of projects to ensure
maximum utilization of resources and capacities.
The empowered group of secretaries will not only
monitor the implementation of infrastructure
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projects. They will also ensure efficient transportation
of bulk goods like steel, coal, fertilizer etc.

Fixing accountability

The concept of multi-disciplinary initiatives is
not new. The erstwhile linkage committee of coal had
representation from different ministries. Similarly,
the energy coordination committee used to make
recommendations for the allotment of captive
blocks. The formation of an empowered group of
ministers became a regular affair during the UPA
rule.

However, that didn’t stop silo operations in the
government. More often such committees were
created to accommodate powers parallel to the
Prime Minister and their only job was to throw
weight holding decisions at ransom. The common
joke was, whenever they wanted to delay decisions,
they formed a committee.

The rivalry between ministries was a common
affair. The power sector used to call the shots at the
linkage committee on coal. Between 2006 and 2008,
the committee went on distributing LOAs (letter
of allotment) to proposed thermal power projects,
ignoring repeated warnings of lack of capacity from
Coal India Limited.

The move (read war) against silos
is now formalized by “PM GatiShakti
- National Master Plan for Multi-
modal Connectivity”. Approved by the
cabinet committee on economic affairs,
GatiShakti will integrate 18 ministries
into a joint committee to implement and
monitor major infrastructure projects
pursued by different central ministries
and state governments.

And, when the cookie did crumble, the
government brought out a Presidential Directive on
CIL to give coal, that didn't exist. The end sufferers
were global investors, bankers and common
taxpayers in this country. Billions of dollars were
locked in idle thermal assets. Power was one major
source of non-performing asset pile up at banks.

All these are fast becoming history in new India.
Narendra Modi runs his government like a CEO
who sets non-negotiable priorities. Technology
is used in abundance to monitor performance.
Geotagging of Swachh Bharat toilets and/or
launch of Cowin, which delivers the vaccination
certificate through mobile, created safeguards
against faking achievements.

The PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance and
Timely Implementation) portal launched in
2015, brought implementing agencies of all major
projects under constant watch. It has also proved
a great tool to identify the ground problems and
address them. If the highway development agency
faces non-cooperation from another authority, the
issue is escalated to the highest levels of the Centre
and State in no time.

The primary difference in this new style of
governance is two: First, it makes project deadlines
every stakeholder
starting with the topmost leaders of the State and
the Centre are made directly accountable for the

non-negotiable. Second,

progress of a priority project. In the past, there was
no such accountability even for National Projects.

Conceived in 1996, work for Bogibeel Bridge
in Assam was initiated by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
government in 2002. In 2007, UPA declared it as a
National Project, ensuring budgetary support on
priority. But in 2014, when Modi came to power, the
bridge was not even half-ready. It was completed in
the next four years.

GatiShakti makes accountability more stringent
and institutional. The list of ministries included in
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the joint committee indicates how cooperation in
logistics is linked to growth targets.

Apart from infrastructure and transport-
related ministries and departments, (like shipping,
highways, telecom, power, civil aviation, rail, IT,
petroleum, renewable energy, logistics etc); there
are food processing, tourism, defence production,

fisheries, textiles, pharmaceuticals.
Target oriented delivery

Tourism is a major employment generator and
has been a focus area of the Modi government from
day one. Fisheries is an identified growth area under
Atmanirbhar Bharat. Defence production witnessing
sustained focus. An ambitious production-linked
incentive (PLI) scheme is launched to make India an
export hub of textiles, renewable gears, textiles and
pharmaceuticals.

There are no blank philosophical promises,
no distant timeline. The government made itself
accountable by placing a charter of targets to be
achieved by 2024-25 when it will seek re-election.

Oil and gas pipeline network to be doubled to
34,500 km. Cargo handling capacity at ports will
increase from 1282 to 1759 million metric tons per
annum. Indian Railways will witness 51 percent
decongestion due to competition of critical projects.
Rail cargo to increase from 1210 million metric ton
in 2020 to 1600 MMT in 2024-25.

Two defence corridors with a target investment of

The primary difference in this new
style of governance is two: First, it
makes project deadlines non-negotiable.
Second, every stakeholder starting with
the topmost leaders of the State and the
Centre are made directly accountable for
the progress of a priority project. In the
past, there was no such accountability
even for National Projects.

POLICY ANALYSIS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
been acting against “silos” from day one.
Projects suffering delays for decades
suddenly got wings. Till 2014 Assam
had only three bridges over the mighty
Brahmaputra. In the next five years,
they added three more bridges and
started working on five more. At least
three of them are in advanced stages of
construction.

Rs 10,000 crore each, turnover of Rs 1,70,000 crore
with the export of Rs 35,000 crore. 197 mega food
parks to increase processing capacity from 222 lakh
metric tons to 847 lakh metric tons. 109 pharma and
medical device clusters, three bulk-drug parks and
four medical device parks

Such strict target-oriented functioning of the
government was in the past propriety of single-
party ruled China. The world took Beijing seriously
because it lived up to its promises. From a poor
economy (poorer than India) in 1980, they became
an economic powerhouse in 20 years.

China is not the only country that prospered
quickly. South Korea, Taiwan, and lately Vietnam
also staged a dramatic rise. Vietnam increased its
export turnover by nearly four times in 10 years.
But the rise of China had robbed every excuse from
democracies, particularly India, of slow growth and
a large pool of poor.

May not be appreciated by India’s “Democracy
Khatre Mein Hain” gang but Modi is indeed
giving democracy a new lease of life by promising
fast and target-oriented economic development.
“Democracy can deliver,” the Prime Minister said
at the 76th annual UN General Assembly meeting
in September.
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GatiGhakti | "Goy
W TRER

Mut-Modal connextivity

Democracy must deliver

The 30 years of economic reforms taught us
many things. As the prosperity grew, opportunities
increased, many dissents died a natural death. The red
corridors have shrunk considerably. Recruitment in
militant groups in the northeast is record low. Young
men and women from Manipur or Mizoram today
contribute a significant section of the workforce in
hotels and hospitals in Delhi, Bangalore or Chennai.

But prosperity and aspiration are not one-
time affairs. Upward mobility fuels expectations,
particularly of the young. Fast growth helped

May not be appreciated by India’s
“Democracy Khatre Mein Hain” gang
but Modi is indeed giving democracy a
new lease of life by promising fast and
target-oriented economic development.
“Democracy can deliver,” the Prime
Minister said at the 76th annual UN
General Assembly meeting in September.

China to fulfil the aspirations of its youth before

they became old. India needs to repeat the Chinese
growth story to fulfil the expectations of its young
population. Excuses will not work. Democracy has
to deliver. There is no second choice about it.

Delivery cannot be restricted to projects or
programmes at home. Over the last two decades,
India promised a wide range of infrastructure
projects in the neighbourhood. They were as
important to protect the country’s interest as the
Belt and Road (BRI) to China. However, almost
every Indian project abroad suffered delay, earning
the country disrepute vis-a-vis China.

Growth is a factor of both fundamentals and
sentiment. To ensure better market access in the
region, India has to improve its delivery. There are
plans to scale up coverage of GatiShakti to monitor
select projects abroad. The aim is to stop a repetition
of the ICP incident, where the foreign leg of the
project suffered the most and impacted India’s trade
opportunities.

(The writer is a well known veteran journalist,
public policy expert and commentator)
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National Monetization Pipeline - Unlocking
The Potential of Indian Infrastructure Sector

Kishore Desai

he National Monetization Pipeline
(NMP)
a prominent part of the national

T initiative continues to be
economic discourse ever since it was launched in
the month of August this year. NMP, as the name
suggests, is a transparent pipeline of operational
public assets across infrastructure sectors such
as roads and highways, railways, airports,
ports, telecom, logistics, social and agriculture
infrastructure which the Government intends
to monetize in a planned manner by FY 2025.
As such, monetization of public assets is not a
new idea. There have been instances in the past
when Governments have leveraged monetization
to rope-in the private sector for enhancing the
quality and efliciency of infrastructure asset
management, and generate additional financial
resources in the process. Shortly after the NMP
was made public, it received appreciation from a
wide section of stakeholders across the spectrum.
However, naysayers have contorted this initiative
to feed anxieties over government divesting
off public assets. In most cases, the criticism
appeared deprived of an objective assessment of
the specifics concerning the NMP program. This
article in fact is an attempt to assess the nuances
of the National Monetization Pipeline initiative
and present perspectives on how it can eventually
help create superior value for various stakeholders

in the infrastructure sector — the Government,
the private sector as well as common citizens who
are the end-users of infrastructure.

Even before we move ahead, it is important to
first appreciate the objective of the NMP program.
In this regard, the NMP guidebook released by the
NITI Aayog states the following: “The strategic
objective of Asset Monetisation programme
is to unlock the value of investments in public
sector assets by tapping private sector capital and
efficiencies, which can thereafter be leveraged for
augmentation/ greenfield infrastructure creation”
Building on this objective, NMP could actually
prove to be an efficient and effective tool to create
superior economic value from scarce public
capital. The question is how? A chronic issue of
the sector has been that considerable amounts of
public money remains locked in infrastructure
assets which are owned and operated by
Government entities. These assets often see
erosion in their economic value because of public
sector inefficiencies. Monetization of such assets
can help not only unlock this public wealth for
the Government but also create possibilities of
increasing their economic value. Monetization
proceeds in turn can be invested afresh to finance
a virtuous cycle of infrastructure development.
Build - monetize - build could thus be a smart
strategy to keep recycling scarce public capital
and thus increase its efficiency and productivity
considerably. Some numbers to put this in
perspective - NITI Aayog’s guidebook estimates
that NMP can help unlock approximately INR 6
lakh crores of economic value by FY 2025. That’s
a substantial amount of capital which can be
redeployed in creation of new productive assets.
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NMP could thus provide a significant multiplier
effect to the economy.

Importantly, NMP could potentially become
a creative framework to tap private sector
efficiencies for activities which it could do better
than the public sector. Normally, the private sector
could undertake operations and maintenance of
infrastructure assets better than the public sector.
On the other hand, the private sector may not be
forthcoming to bear risks pertaining to greenfield
development of complex infrastructure projects
such as development of bullet trains, freight
corridors etc. Monetization could thus provide
a smart framework through which, Government
could focus its energies on creation of complex
infrastructure and post the development of
infrastructure, Government could partner with
private sector to facilitate efficient operations and
maintenance of the same. It is worthwhile to note
that monetization largely involves structured
public private partnerships based on concessions
or instruments such as investment trusts. These
concessions are structured as Toll-Operate-
(TOT),
Development-Agreement

Transfer Operations-Management—
(OMDA))

helping the Government leverage private sector

etc.

efficiencies while continuing to retain ownership
and oversight of monetized assets.

Another important aspect of NMP that needs
to be highlighted is that it provides a window to
global institutional investors such as sovereign
wealth funds (SWFs), pension funds (PFs),
insurance funds etc. to set their foot in India and
invest in infrastructure assets. Publicly available
data suggests that large global institutional
investors collectively manage a wealth of more
than USD 30 trillion. These investors deploy
a sizable portion of their capital into those
infrastructure assets that offer them stable and
predictable returns over the long term. Given
the inherent risks associated with greenfield

infrastructure projects in India, many of these
large institutional investors often struggle to find
investible opportunities that fit their investment
appetite or philosophies. Monetization program
can solve this deficiency by offering avenues to
deploy capital in assets that are operating and
thus are relatively less risky.

While the Government and the private sector
can expect to derive superior value from the
monetization initiative, it is actually the people
who would benefit the most eventually as end
users of infrastructure. NMP has the potential
to create an enabling environment where
infrastructure service providers have the right
incentive structures to offer citizens access to
affordable and high-quality infrastructure. The
following comments of the Hon’ble Minister of
Finance Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman allude to how
NMP can benefit the lives of common citizens:
“The Asset Monetisation programme has taken
shape because of the vision of our Honble
Prime Minister who has always believed in
universal access to high-quality and affordable
infrastructure to the common citizen of India....
This is necessary for creating employment
opportunities, thereby enabling high economic
growth and seamlessly integrating the rural and
semi-urban areas for overall public welfare”.

Having said that, NMP, albeit a bold initiative,
is however one pillar of the comprehensive
gameplan of the Modi Government to build
a world-class infrastructure in India by FY
2025.
implementing the INR 111 lakh crore National

Besides NMP, the Government is also

Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP), disinvestment
/ privatization and the PM Gati Shakti Master
Plan. These four mega initiatives, taken together,
are likely to overhaul and modernize the face of
Indian infrastructure holistically.
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GOP 26: India’s Climate Actions
speak Louder Than Pledyes

Uttam Sinha

earelivinginanageofglobal-scalecrisis

challenges facing the global community. Facts

with a future uncertain and disruptive.
Climate change is among the key

and evidences confirm that the impacts of climate
change are already tangible and accelerating in a
dangerous manner. Climate change is no longer
a ‘can’ be but ‘is’ a threat to international peace
and security. Negotiations are not just about deals
being made in climate summits but also about the
existence of our societies, communities and the
future of sustainable development itself.

Closer home, one of the observed trends
witnessed in South Asia is changes in the monsoon
and cyclone patterns with increased temperatures.
Resultantly and in interconnected ways climate
change will affect coastal landscape and the cities,
the Himalayan region, infrastructure, agriculture,
water systems and human health. The global aim,
as per the Paris Agreement in 2015, is to reduce
greenhouse gases emissions and limit global
average temperature to well below 2°C and to
pursue efforts to limit the increase to 1.5°C so as
to mitigate climate risks. Recently some countries
have also set targets to achieve net zero emissions
in the second half of this century.

However, the state of the earth system is
not particularly optimistic. Carbon dioxide

concentration is at its highest (413 parts per
million as on November 5, 2021), a level that last
occurred about 3 million years ago. Temperatures
have been rising between 0.2°C - 0.4°C per decade
with a current average annual temperature, which
is 1.2°C higher before the pre-industrial level.

In the post-COVID world, a new momentum
has emerged towards more ambitious actions by
the major economies with further commitments
on greenhouse gases mitigation and achieving
carbon neutrality within the next three decades.
In the recently concluded COP 26 (Conference of
the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change) in Glasgow, a pact was reached
to keep alive the hopes of achieving 1.5°C goal.
The main task of COP 26 was to finalise the
remaining procedures, in particular the creation
of new Carbon Market, for the implementation
of the Paris Agreement. However, on the issue
of Loss and Damage which was introduced in
the COP 19 in Warsaw in 2013 no meaningful
outcome came about and is broadly viewed
as a disappointment. A dialogue mechanism,
however, has been agreed to discuss arrangements
for funding such activities.

The Glasgow Pact after much deliberation
called for stronger action in the current decade

Clearly India has emerged as a climate
leader and has taken several mitigation
actions since 2014 to reduce its emissions
and adaptation measures to prepare for
climate effects. Combating climate change
and adapting to its effects defines India’s
policies.
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(2020-2030) to achieve a 1.5°C world and called

nations to: The CDRI which was first proposed

by Prime Minister Modi during the 2016
Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster
Risk Reduction in 2016 has 28 member

o Strengthen their 2030 climate action plans
or the NDCs (nationally determined

contributions) by 2022. countries along with UN agencies and
o To scale-up mitigation and implementation multilateral development banks that
efforts aims to promote resilience of critical

o Asked countries to ‘phase-down’ usage oS G

f - ’ 1 ‘phase-out’ : .
of ‘unabated’ coal power and ‘phase-out finance, it called upon the developed countries

ineflicient fossil fuel subsidies while providing o provide transparent information about the

targeted support to the poorest and the most
progress

vulnerable in line with national circumstances

. . On the issue of carbon markets
On the issue of adaptation the Glasgow Pact

Asked the developed tries to at least Developing countries were allowed to use
° o AsKe ¢ developed countries fo at feas carbon credits for meeting their first NDC
targets but not for subsequent NDCs. That

means, if a developed country wants to

double the finance for adaptation by 2025 from
the 2019 levels. In 2019, about $15 billion was

mad ilable for a ion tha less than . . -
adeavailable for adaptation that was less tha buy these credits to meet its own emission

20 per c‘ent of the t.otal climate finance ﬂows. reduction targets, it can do so till 2025. Most
Developing countries have been demanding
that at least half of all climate finance should

be directed towards adaptation efforts.

countries have presented climate targets for
2025 in their first NDCs. This is seen as a
major success.

o To create a two-year work programme to . . . . .
Y prog Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s presence in

define a global goal on adaptation. The Paris COP 26 Glasgow and his announcement of a

A h 1 itigation. 1 . .
greement had a goal on mitigation. Goal on Panchamrit (a mixture of five nectar elements)

adaptation was missing and this therefore was . .
pration was missiig ! © W3S of climate action was noteworthy and further

a significant entry for the developing countries . . - . .
& Y piig raised India’s credibility as a climate conscious

ho h i i 1 .
VY o had befen demanding adaptation goals country. The Panchamrit is bold and proves the
since the Paris Agreement. . o .

determination and value of commitment to a

On the issue of finance climate action pathway:

o It reminded the developed countries of their « India will reach its non-fossil energy capacity
commitment in 2009 to mobilize at least $100 to 500 GW by 2030.
billion by 2020. The Paris Agreement had

. . India will meet 50 percent of its energy
asked the developed countries to scale-up this

_ ' _ requirements from renewable energy by 2030.
amount by 2025. Having failed on the promise

of $100 billion, the developed countries have ¢ India will reduce the total projected carbon

now been asked to arrange this amount by emissions by one billion tonnes from now
2023. onwards till 2030.

o While setting the new target for climate * BYZ2030, India will reduce the carbon intensity
of its economy by less than 45 percent.
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By the year 2070, India will achieve the target
of Net Zero.

Clearly India has emerged as a climate leader
and has taken several mitigation actions since
2014 to reduce its emissions and adaptation
measures to prepare for climate effects.
Combating climate change and adapting to its
effects defines India’s policies. The involvement
of the private sector is equally important along
with nature-based solutions. Having championed
climate justice in the international negotiations,
India is supporting just transitions especially
in the coal sector while pushing hard towards
renewable energy. There is also a strong emphasis
on climate resilience particularly when it comes

to infrastructure development.

India is the lead player in the International
Solar Alliance (ISA) and Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI). The ISA was
launched by Prime Minister Modi in Paris in
2015 and now has 101 signatories’ countries
and 80 of them have ratified the ISA framework
agreement. Such has been the appeal of the ISA
that the US too has found it difficult to resist
and joined the solar alliance in Glasgow. It is
by all accounts an important landmark proving
that countries recognise the value of solar both

In the post-COVID world, a new
momentum has emerged towards more
ambitious actions by the major economies
with further commitments on greenhouse
gases mitigation and achieving carbon
neutrality within the next three decades.
In the recently concluded COP 26
(Conference of the Parties to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate
Change) in Glasgow, a pact was reached
to keep alive the hopes of achieving 1.5°C
goal.

POLICY OPINION

in terms of economic and climate mitigation
and importantly as a catalyst for global energy
transition. The ISA has the potential to unlock
USD100 billion in public and private financing
and help to promote research and development
in renewable energy.

The Prime Minister had put forward the idea
of ‘One Sun One World One Grid’ (OSOWOG)
at the first ISA summit in 2018 and at Glasgow,
he launched the of
interconnected solar power grids, the Green
Grids Initiative (GGI-OSOWOG) along with UK
PM Boris Johnson. Likewise, the CDRI which
was first proposed by Prime Minister Modi

international network

during the 2016 Asian Ministerial Conference
on Disaster Risk Reduction in 2016 has 28
member countries along with UN agencies and
multilateral development banks that aims to
promote resilience of critical infrastructure.
India’s climate pathway is based on outcomes
and has taken several lead in its journey towards
equitable and just transition, for example LeadIT
initiative for industry transitions. India is all set
to abolish single-use plastics and its switch to
LED bulbs has helped reduce carbon emissions
substantially.

The developed world has to wake up and
realise that a one-solution-suits-all-approach
is not the best way forward in meeting
climate challenges rather encouraging
alternate successful approaches, as India has
demonstrated, while providing finance and
technology to support their commitments is the
path, which unfortunately the developed world
has failed to take. Talking about what needs to be
done by 2030 instead of 2050 is a vital message

that India has sent across the world.

(Uttam Kumar Sinha works at the Manohar
Parrikar Institute for defence Studies and
Analyses, New Delhi)
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POLICY ROUNDUP
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POLICY ROUNDUP
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POLICY ROUNDUP
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EVENTS @ SPMRF

Release of book “Forever Unscathed Syama
Prasad” at Kolkata, West Bengal
on 13 Nov 2021

Discussion on “Issues Confronting West
Bengal” at Chakdah, Nadia, West Bengal on
03 Nov 2021
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EVENTS @ SPMRF

Discussion on “Shaping The New India
Narrative” on 06 Oct 2021

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Research Foundation

Ranjit Pachnanda

Shaping the New India Narrative

#lyearsModiGovernment #SevaSamarpan
Speakers

Shri Ranjit K Pachnanda Smt. Lalitha Kumaramangalam
Former Director General, Former Chairperson,

Inda Tibetan Border Police National Commission for Women

Topic: Securing Hew India's Borders Topic: Empowering Women in New India
Shri Vijayakumar (Retd.) Shri Pratim Ranjan Bose

Air Vice Marshal, Indian Air Force Veteran Journalist & Public Policy Expert.
Topic: Defending New India Topic: New Infrastructure for New India
Dr Vijay Chauthaiwale Shri Pranjal Sharma

In-Charge, Foreign Affairs Dept., Economic Analyst & Author, India Automated
Bharatiya Janata Party Topie: Digital Transformation in New India
Topic: New Diplomacy for New India

Prof. P. Kanagasabapathi Dr Anirban Ganguly
Director,Indian Economiic and Cultural Centre Hony. Director, Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee
&State Vice President, BJP Tamil Nadu Research Foundation

Topic: MSMES : The Foundation of New India Toplc: The idea of New India

Date: Wednesday, 6th October 2021

Birth Anniversary Tribute “Reading &
Reflection from Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya”
on 25 Sep 2021

Birth Anniversary Tribute

Reading & Reflection from ')J:-

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee

Pt . Dee n dCIYCI I U pCI d hyayq Research Foundation

Birth Anniversary Tribute

Reading & Reflection from o =YW

Xy N

The Nationalist | October-November 2021 | 2 5



EVENTS @ SPMRF

Talk by Prof Mukul Asher (Former Faculty Member, Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of
Singapore) on “The Blue Economy & India’a Goal of USD

5 Trillion Economy”’on 23 Sep 2021

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Research Foundation

Talk by
Prof Mukul Asher

Former Faculty Member,
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy,
National University of Singapore &
Distinguished Fellow, SPMRF

on
The Blue Economy
& India's Goal of USD
5 Trillion Economy

Inauguration of Special Exhibition on PM Shri Narendra
Modi’s Life & Journey by Dr Sukanta Majumdar (State
President, BJP West Bengal) at Kolkata, West Bengal

on 22 Sep 2021
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“Freedom consists not only in the absence of restraint but also in the
presence of opportunity. Liberty is not a single and simple conception. It
has four elements — national, political, personal and economic. The man
who is fully free is one who lives in a country which is independent; in a
state which is democratic; in a society where laws are equal and restrictions
at a minimum; in an economic system in which national interests are
protected and the citizen has the scope of secure livelihood, an assured
comfort and full opportunity to rise by merit.

This freedom, so truly and courageously defined, is not ours today
and until this condition is reached, India will never achieve true greatness
or happiness, based on the glorious features of her past civilisation.
Speech delivered at Patna University Convocation on 27th November
19377

-Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Patna University Convocation
27th November 1937
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