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Disclaimer: Adequate efforts have been made to give due credit to copyright 
holders for every image and sourced content that has been used for compiling 
this report. Wherever possible, source has been mentioned. If anything has 
been missed out, it is entirely coincidental and unintentional. This is purely 
an academic research work to showcase the work done by PM Modi led NDA 
Government over the last seven years.

Research and Compilation: 
Pathikrit Payne
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In the two decades that he has 
held public office – starting with 
assuming the mantle of Chief 
Minister of Gujarat in 2001, s 

Prime Minister of India of in 2014 
and continuing to hold that office 
for a second time since 2019 – Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has driven 
his governance through innovation 
and actualization. If one were look 
at these two decades they have been 
decades of innovation and fundamental 
transformation.

At the level of the state, as Chief 
Minister for two terms, Narendra Modi 
based his governance on the vision of 
altering structures and frameworks 
fundamentally so that these could usher 
in an era of positive change in the lives 
of the ordinary people. This change has 
been multidimensional and it happened 
simultaneously, each sector influencing 
and affecting the other sector, pushing 
it towards positive change. Each year 
goals were articulated and defined, and 
each year saw them being implemented, 
evaluated and assessed.

Modi’s governance approach 
starkly stands out from past leaders and 
governments, in that he is never satisfied 
with announcements, relentlessly 
harps on effective implementation, 
evaluation and insists on ensuring 
last mile connectivity. He insists on 
schemes to be effective on the ground, 
at the grassroots, and emphasizes on 
their need to be visible in their positive 
intrusion for change and amelioration. 
He monitors and evaluates.

The UNDP report on the flagship 
aspirational districts programme, which 

lauded the initiative as successful 
and transformative, also spoke of 
this being possible, because of an 
engagement from the highest echelons 
of the administration – in short, 
because of Prime Minister Modi’s 
involvement in its implementation and 
evaluation. Because the Prime Minister 
of India constantly engaged with the 
implementers of the scheme on the 
ground, took an active and personal 
interest in this flagship initiative which 
he had envisaged and which had 
brought about visible change in these 
long neglected districts and regions.

Such has been Prime Minister Modi’s 
approach for the last two decades that 
he has held public office. It is not that 
this was a new found approach of his 
limited to this scheme, for anyone who 
has observed, followed and examined 
Modi’s governance style and attitude, 
would have seen this as a constant for 
the last two decades, ever since he 
took up public office. His approach has 
brought about a shift in the entire policy 
discourse in India, the political narrative 
too has visibly shifted and focuses 
itself on issues and performance, state 
governments vie with each other to 
perform and deliver, the discourse is 
now more focused on good governance 
and on accountability, it lays emphasis 
on innovation and implementation.

This document, deftly put together, 
examines in some detail the trajectory 
of transformation under Prime Minister 
Modi’s leadership.

Dr Anirban Ganguly
Hony. Director, Dr Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee Research Foundation

FOREWORD
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On 26th May, 2014, Shri 
Narendra Modi was sworn 
in as Prime Minister of 
India after an emphatic 

and a sweeping victory of BJP led 
NDA in the Lok Sabha Election, that 
resulted in a political party getting 
majority on its own after decades of 
fractured mandates that had defined 
the paradigm of Indian politics. Prime 
Minister Modi led NDA ousted the 
Congress led UPA from power that 
had been at the helm of affairs for a 
decade since 2004.
What PM Modi Inherited

By the time UPA relinquished 
power in 2014, it had left behind 
deep scars and challenges for the 
ensuing government to storm through 
and repair. Investors’ confidence 
was much below the requisite 
index. Policy paralysis for years 
had stalled critical reform programs. 
Defence modernisation had been 
severely impacted due to sheer lack 
of spending or desire by UPA on 
acquisition of any kind of offensive 
weapon systems. Structural reforms 
that were so very required to prepare 
the country for the next generation 
of economic growth was severely 
missing. The overall confidence of the 
country on its government and future, 
was low. Barely a year back, in 2013, 
global investment banking company 

RENAISSANCE FOR A RESILIENT 
AND RESURGENT INDIA

Morgan Stanley had christened India 
as one of the ‘Fragile Five’ economies 
of the world. Worse, terror attacks 
on major cities had continued with 
impunity for years and instances of 
Indian Army personnel being killed 
and bodies of slain soldiers being 
mutilated by Pakistan Army’s Border 
Action Team (BAT) had enraged 
the armed forces. Maoists were on 
rampage as well in the hinterland 
of India. Yet there was sheer lack of 
action by UPA Government that could 
be called retribution even remotely. 
On the contrary, vilification of armed 
forces and championing the cause 
of separatists, and Maoist terrorists, 
had almost become a norm than an 
exception among the left leaning, 
self-proclaimed intellectual segments 
of society that heavily dominated 
academic spaces of India for decades. 
Its impact on the country was 
increasingly becoming disastrous. 
Corruption meanwhile, had almost 
become institutionalized and reports 
of series of alleged irregularities 
by UPA running in into hundreds 
of thousands of crores had left the 
economy and perception about the 
country in utter disarray.

 It was against the backdrop of 
this mess left behind by the previous 
regime that Prime Minister Modi had 
to start his journey as 14th Prime 
Minister of India.
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The Journey from May 2014 
Onward 

It would have been far more 
easy for Modi Government to come 
out with a white paper, reveal the 
massive mess left behind by UPA, 
and wash his hands off the precarious 
situation that the country was in. 
For, the journey during the next few 
years was not going to be easy for 
him after all. But he did not do that 
considering the impact that it would 
have had on the nation. However, 
he also knew that even though he 
had inherited a humongous mess in 
every aspect of governance, clearing 
the same would require taking harsh 
decisions, and for which it would 
be his government that may have to 
face brickbats on certain occasions. 
Yet PM Modi led NDA Government 
was unperturbed. For, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his team, was not 
going to stop taking strong decisions 
just because of the impact they may 
have on their political prospects in 
the short run. The Prime Minister 
was interested in creating enduring 
and sustainable resilience in the 
economy and the country, and for 
that PM Modi was even willing to 
risk political unpopularity in the short 
term, keeping in mind the long-term 
gains that would accrue to the nation. 
The Prime Minister also knew that 
for stemming the rot, he would have 
to fight deeply entrenched lobbies 
and vested interests, who would 
use all kinds of means to disrupt 
his government’s work and would 
continuously spread false narratives 

to confuse people. But the Prime 
Minister, given his long experience 
in running administration as Chief 
Minister of Gujarat in the past, was 
prepared to face them head on.
The Renaissance 

From then on therefore, the 
journey for transforming India 
started. In a country where monetary 
leakages in social welfare schemes 
was a norm than an exception that 
had led to end-beneficiaries, mostly 
from the underprivileged sections, 
receiving a mere fraction of what was 
originally allotted to them, PM Modi 
led NDA Government brought about 
a revolution through the idea of JAM 
or the convergence of Jan Dhan bank 
account, Aadhar card and mobile 
number. Where almost fifty percent 
of the population did not have access 
to formal banking, PM Modi’s unique 
Jan Dhan Yojana and Direct Benefit 
Transfer Scheme (DBT) made sure 
that almost every Indian household 
now had a bank account and were 
finally getting their due without 
needing to oil palms or remaining at 
mercy of local leaders or henchmen. 
From Ayushman Bharat Yojana 
to Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, from 
Ujjwala Yojana to PM Kisan Samman 
Nidhi and Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana, in the most unprecedented 
manner a large constituent of Indian 
middle class, lower middle class and 
financially underprivileged Indians 
were finally witnessing a new way of 
functioning of government which was 
responsive and accountable. Pradhan 
Mantri Mudra Yojana meanwhile 
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gave wings to the aspirations of 
crores of undercapitalized micro 
enterprises and helped millions of 
Indians to become self-employed as 
well as expand their small businesses.
Crusade for Structural Reforms 

On the economic front, from 
the decision of demonetization, 
clampdown on shell companies, 
implementation of GST, consolidation 
of public sector banks, enacting 
legal provisions like Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code Act and Fugitive 
Economic Offenders Act, PM Modi 
was initiating the much-delayed 
structural second-generation reforms 
that were needed to formalize a large 
part of the informal economy, reduce 
areas of fissures and define the entire 
nation as one-market. While the Modi 
Government went ahead with the 
mantra of ‘recognition, resolution, 
recapitalization and reforms’ to 
restructure the public sector led 
banking system plagued by rising 
NPA (another legacy of the previous 
regime), it also merged banks to make 
the entities more strong, recapitalized 
them through fund infusion and made 
it easier for banks to acquire and 
liquidate companies that borrowed 
but did not repay. Also, a series of 
reforms related to enhancing FDI 
limits in certain sectors, doing away 
with a plethora of needless laws, 
massive investments in infrastructure, 
reducing corporate tax rates to levels 
at par with global standards, creating 
an enabling environment for India 
to emerge as a manufacturing hub, 
and a host of policy decisions to 

incentivize domestic production 
through Production Linked 
Incentives (PLI), Modi Government 
has been addressing issues which 
many of the previous regimes never 
paid much heed to, because such 
structural reforms, in the first place, 
take time to generate positive results 
and usually have hiccups initially 
during the transitional phases. This 
is something many other political 
leaders found difficult to embrace for 
fear of becoming unpopular in the 
short run and thus deferred critical 
reforms on the presumption that if 
anything fails to give results in the 
short run, then they are ‘politically 
unproductive’ even if they are good 
for the economy in the long run. 
Such myopic approach, for long, 
made India firefight from one crisis to 
another through incremental reforms 
without having a long-term vision 
and a blueprint in place. But no more. 
The approach now was long term and 
based on proper vision under Prime 
Minister Modi instead of short-term 
political calculations.

Even while liberalizing the 
economy, PM Modi has made 
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan 
and Make in India initiatives the 
pivotal points of his government’s 
economic policy aimed at giving 
more primacy to creating an enabling 
environment for India to become 
a global manufacturing hub for 
not just finished products but also 
intermediary products as well as 
pushing for global corporate entities 
to manufacture in India. The “Mool 



7

Mantra” being not only India should 
strive to make world class products 
for India and the world, wherever an 
import is necessitated, the eventual 
objective would be to make such 
global manufacturers develop a 
production base in India for catering 
to Indian market.
Securing India

On security front, Modi 
Government went ahead with clearing 
a series of critical defence deals 
pending for years that included among 
other deals for Apache, Chinook and 
MH-60 Sikorsky helicopters, combat 
jets like Dassault Rafale, Tejas MK-
1A, air defence systems such as 
S-400 as well as several regiments of 
Akash missiles, MRSAM, LRSAM, 
and howitzers such as M-777 and 
K-9 Vajra. Also, a large number of 
Brahmos missiles and Pinaka rockets 
were ordered in addition to dozens 
of new generation warships and 
submarines. It is worth mentioning 
that something as ubiquitous bullet 
proof jackets, bullet proof helmets 
and assault rifles that had not been 
replaced for years were finally getting 
cleared under Modi regime. Not 
just that, in spite of vested interests 
trying to scuttle certain deals such as 
that of Rafale, PM Modi remained 
steadfast in his resolve to go ahead 
with the deals even as he ruthlessly 
dismantled the deeply entrenched 
cartels of middlemen and arms lobby 
groups that were systematically 
resisting indigenization of defence 
production in India. Therefore, even 
as for the immediate future, some 

acquisitions from abroad for critical 
weapon systems did take place, Modi 
Government meanwhile has been 
striving to build the foundation for a 
military industrial complex in India 
through creating a negative import list 
for a large array of defence equipment 
whose acquisition necessarily would 
henceforth, in calibrated manner, be 
entirely from either products made by 
Indian companies in India or products 
of foreign OEMs manufactured in 
India through joint ventures.

Meanwhile, through allowing 
India’s armed forces to conduct 
cross border surgical strikes, Modi 
Government altered the threshold 
of India’s counter terror response 
mechanism and made it clear that 
any major terror attacks in India 
would be countered with severe 
retribution. In both the cases of cross 
border strikes in 2016 and 2019, 
proactive and decisive diplomacy by 
Modi Government made sure that 
global support was in India’s favour. 
Proactive security policies also made 
sure that unlike in the past, over the 
last seven years, India’s major cities 
have not witnessed any terror attack 
or loss of lives. Credit for this will 
have to go to the security agencies and 
to the Government for its proactivity.
The Covid Challenge 

India was well on course to 
becoming a $5 trillion economy by 
2025 but then the Covid pandemic 
struck. It was a tough choice for Modi 
Government between saving lives 
and livelihood. The unprecedented 
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pandemic did make India go through 
extremely challenging situations. Yet 
India gradually emerged stronger 
out of it. With its indigenous pharma 
industry making sure that adequate 
vaccines are made to cater to the 
humongous requirement of the 
country, Modi Government has taken 
on the task of vaccinating the entire 
adult population of India. With more 
than 80 crore vaccine doses having 
already been administered, with 
more than 20% population already 
been fully vaccinated and more 
than 60% having got at least one 
dose of vaccine, the Government of 
India has been appreciated by WHO 
for its efforts. With the economy 
having gradually recovered from 
the pandemic shocks, with forex 
reserves well on its course to touch 
the $650 billion mark, and a record 
number of IPOs having their debut in 
Indian stock markets over the last few 
months, indications are that in spite 
of the hiccups and challenges, and in 
spite of critics and lobbies trying hard 
to pin India down through attempts of 
creating anarchy type situations, the 
Indian growth story is very much up 
and running. 

A Nation Poised for the Big Leap
From inspiring Indian Olympians 

and Paralympians and giving them 
their long overdue respect on behalf 
of the country, from making sure 
that genuine achievers even from 
far flung and remote areas of India 
are recognized through national 
awards, from taking Yoga to the 
global centrestage, and taking lead 
in renewable energy generation, 
from an uncompromising attitude of 
nationalism to shunning politics of 
appeasement, from setting examples 
of perseverance and asking new 
generations to dream big,  PM Modi 
has touched the lives of billion 
plus Indians in more than one way. 
As India prepares to celebrate 75 
years of independence in 2022, the 
renaissance started in 2014 to create 
a resilient and resurgent India is way 
on its course to become a success. 
Most of that credit has to go to the 
manner in which PM Modi has 
remained focused on his job, been 
decisive in his approach and national 
interest, and taking along everyone, 
including his opponents and critics, 
in his journey to build a better India. 

Pathikrit Payne
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• Year 2014- India’s GDP $2 trillion/ Forex Reserve $300 billion
• Year 2021- India’s GDP $3 trillion/ Forex Reserve $640 billion
• Year 2013- India, under UPA, was termed as one of the Fragile Five 

Economies of the World by Morgan Stanley
• Since Modi Government Came to Power, that term has never been used 

for Indian Economy again

Key Accomplishments
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Source – Rediffmail.com, https://www.rediff.com/business/report/budget-2019-modis-10-
dimensional-vision-2030/20190201.htm 
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Defence Modernisation

What Modi Government inherited: Lack of modernisation of the armed 
forces for nearly a decade and challenges of grappling with obsolescence 
of existing equipment in the rapidly changing geopolitical landscape, 
were two major predicaments that the Narendra Modi Government had 
to confront in 2014. Rapid pace of military modernization by both China 
and Pakistan exacerbated the situation further. There were only two 
choices in front of Prime Minister Narendra Modi — either continue to 
play politics of delay on big ticket defence acquisitions or take a decisive 
approach to modernize the forces while brushing aside all inhibitions 
and delaying tactics of the vested interests. The Prime Minister chose the 
latter. He preferred to go for fast-paced military modernisation.

First steps: In June 2014, the keel was laid for India’s first missile 
tracking ship at Hindustan Shipyard after it was ordered by Modi 
Government as part of developing a robust nuclear shield. In less than 
four years since then, the 15,000 tonne ocean surveillance ship is almost 
ready and is undergoing trials before final commissioning. In 2015, the 
Modi dispensation gave approval for the construction of seven stealth 
frigates under Project 17A and six nuclear powered attack submarines. 
While Mumbai-based Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited would be 
making four of the frigates, Kolkata-based Garden Reach Shipbuilders & 
Engineers would make the remaining three. The nuclear powered attack 
submarines would be built at the Ship Building Centre in Vizag.

Big ticket acquisitions: In September 2015, the Narendra Modi 
Government signed deals with Boeing for acquisition of 22 Apache AH-
64 attack helicopters and 15 Chinook CH-47 tactical transport helicopters 
under a three billion dollar deal. Order for six more Apache AH-64 
helicopters were given in 2018. The year 2015 also saw the Government 
giving nod to acquisition of 10 Heron TP armed drones from Israel for 
$400 million. 
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Later in January, 2021, Modi Government approved acquisition of 83 
Light Combat Aircraft Tejas to be made by HAL in India for Rs 48,000 
crore. This was followed by approval of a $3 billion deal for 56 C-295 
aircrafts, 40 of which would be made in India by a Tata led consortium. 
Additionally, Modi Government also approved an 11,000 Crore project 
for six more AWACS systems to be made in India. Additionally, in 2020, 
Modi Government also signed deal for acquisition of 24 MH 60 helicopters 
for Indian Navy and six additional Apache Helicopters for Indian Army. 
Further the financial powers of the Armed Forces were significantly 
raised by Modi Government for speedy acquisition of weapons systems on 
emergency basis. In dealing with changing environment of warfare, the 
Indian Armed Forces have been ordering combat drone systems as well 
as anti-drone systems from Indian startup companies, which is not only 
strengthening India’s armed forces but also giving a major boost to India’s 
indigenous startups in defence sector.

In September 2016, India and France inked deal for acquisition of 36 
Dassault Rafale combat jets. The 59,000 crore deal, apart from a 50 per 
cent clause for offsets and local sourcing of components, also included 
a wide array of cutting edge weapon systems, including Scalp cruise 
missiles with 500-km range and Meteor radar guided beyond visual range 
(BVR) air-to-air missile with over 100 km of range. This apart, reports 
also indicate that the Rafales made for India would probably be capable of 
carrying nuclear warheads as well as BrahMos. With one squadron each 
for the eastern and western battle theatres, the Rafale fleet is expected to 
significantly boost the combat capabilities of Indian Air Forces. A follow-
on order for four additional P8I Poseidon maritime reconnaissance planes 
for Indian Navy was also signed in 2016.

The Rafale deal was followed by Defence Acquisition Council 
(DAC) clearing the Acceptance of Necessity (AON) in November 
2016 for acquisition of 83 Light Combat Aircraft or Tejas in the MK1A 
configuration, which would be equipped with AESA radars, self-
protection jammers and air-to-air refuelling capabilities. 
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Modernising artillery: In the realm of artillery acquisition, the first 
major step by the Modi Government in restarting the modernisation of 
artillery regiments of the Indian Army was through selection of L&T-
Hanwha Techwin combine in 2015 for making 100 self propelled K9 
Vajra howitzers. The contract worth around Rs 5,000 crore was signed 
in 2017. Further, a critical deal with the US was signed in 2016 for 
acquisition of 145 M777 ultra lightweight howitzers for Rs 5,000 crore, a 
deal which was pending for years during the United Progressive Alliance 
(UPA) era. In 2016, approval was also given for raising two more 
regiments of Pinaka rockets for Rs 3,300 crore and the fourth regiment of 
BrahMos for Rs 4,300 crore with more advanced versions of the cruise 
missile, proficient in trajectory manoeuvrability and with deep diving 
capabilities, to be deployed in northeast. 

Bulletproof jackets for infantry: If there was one product whose 
deficiency tormented the infantry soldier of the Indian Army for decades 
now, it has to be the availability of new generation bulletproof jackets. 
Like many other defence files, dust kept on piling on this one too for years. 
During the 11th five year plan (2007-12) Indian Army was supposed to 
receive 1,86,168 jackets but nothing much happened. Eventually, it was 
in 2016 that permission for a one-time ‘interim emergency acquisition’ 
by taking the ‘revenue route’ was granted by the Modi-led Government 
to the Indian Army for procuring 50,000 bulleproof vests for Rs 140 crore 
from Tata Advanced Materials. Later in April 2018, another contract 
worth Rs 639 crore was signed by the Ministry of Defence with SMPP 
Pvt Ltd for procurement of an additional 1,86,138 bulletproof jackets. 
In 2017, a contract worth Rs 180 crore was also given to Kanpur-based 
MKU for procurement of 1.6 lakh bulletproof helmets, an equipment as 
critical for the foot soldier, in the battle front, as bulletproof vest and 
assault rifle.
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Modernising air defence: On the air defence front, in April 2017, India 
signed a two billion dollar deal with Israel Aerospace Industry and 
another Israeli company, Rafael, for supplying Medium Range Surface 
to Air Missiles (MR-SAM) to the Indian Army. Additionally, a $630 
million contract in 2017 and a $777 million contract in 2018 were signed 
with Israel Aerospace Industries for Barak-8 Long Range Surface to Air 
Missile (LR-SAM) to arm India’s frontline warships.  This was followed 
by the mammoth $5.43 billion deal with Russia in 2018 for S-400 
Triumf air defence systems, capable of shooting down almost all kinds 
of incoming missiles, fighters and drones. The deal for 6,000 missiles 
and associated equipments, including jam resistant phased array radars, 
was inked in spite of threats of sanctions by US. This was followed in 
quick succession with a $950 million deal with Russia for two frigates of 
Project 11,356 class for Indian Navy.

Further, Modi Government also approved procurement of an additional 
464 T-90 tanks and 156 BMP-2 Infantry Combat Vehicles. As part of 
enhancing mobility of Indian Army and to boost India’s indigenous Defence 
manufacturing, Mahindra Defence Systems was given an order of Rs 1056 
crore for 1300 Light Specialist Vehicles. Similar procurements of vehicles 
for armed forces were also done from Bharat Forge and Force Motors. 
Also, in a massive boost to fighting capability of India’s frontline infantry 
battalions 72,400 Sig Sauer assault rifles were acquired, while another order 
of the same is in pipeline. IAF meanwhile, has recently ordered 70,000 AK-
103 rifles to boost its own firepower for perimeter security. Many other 
major deals are also in pipeline including deal for thirty armed Predator 
Drones from US, domestic production of more than 6.5 lakh AK-203 assault 
rifles in India and a possible acquisition of around 200 Ka-200 helicopters 
to name a few. India may also soon acquire an additional 21 Mig-29s and 12 
Su-30 MKI from Russia. Defence Acquisition Council has already cleared 
the proposal. Also, to boost the surveillance capability of Indian Navy and 
Indian Coast Guard, a considerable number of Dornier-228 and ALH 
Dhruv  platforms are being delivered by HAL.
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In between, exclusive deals worth almost Rs 20,000 crore were also 
signed by the IAF and the Indian Army for ammunitions, spares and 
engines to have enough reserve for 10 days of intense fighting in case 
of any eventuality. Further, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s diplomatic 
efforts resulting in India being inducted into the exclusive Missile 
Technology Control Regime (MTCR) club and being granted Strategic 
Trade Authorisation (STA-1) status by the US also helps the country to 
enhance the range and quantum of warheads in imported missiles and get 
access to critical and cutting-edge defence technologies hitherto restricted 
for India. Efforts over the last seven years by the Modi Government to 
modernise India’s armed forces in spite of financial constraints and a 
huge backlog deserve appreciation.

(Part of this content are excerpts from an article titled Steady Military 
Modernisation authored by Pathikrit Payne and published in THE PIONEER 

Newspaper on 13th November, 2018
Source: https://www.dailypioneer.com/2018/columnists/steady-military-

modernisation.html)
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Corporatisation of Ordnance 
Factory Board: A Bold and 

Necessary Reform 
“Also, the Ministry of Defence has 

begun restructuring and corporatising 
the  Ordnance Factory Board to make 
it more accountable  and flexible in an 
everchanging environment.  Contrary 
to what naysayers and critics have 
been saying, the Modi Government 
has not privatised or  shut down the 
OFB, but has been striving to make 
it  more accountable and adept in 
the making of quality and innovative 
products within a given time frame.  
Given the nature of today’s warfare 
and the threats India faces from its 
adversaries, the country’s armed 
forces cannot be dependent on a 
slow-paced organization such as the 
OFB. In an era, when global defence 
corporations like Dassault, Boeing, 
Lockheed Martin, or even Indian 
private sector companies like Larsen 
& Toubro and Tata Group companies 
are setting incredible benchmarks in 
innovation, on-time delivery and after-
sales service, India’s state-owned 
Defence production entities must 

embrace change or become irrelevant. 
The armed forces cannot be at mercy 
of their idiosyncrasies forever. 
Meanwhile, the Modi Government 
has already signed a USD 2.8 billion 
(Rs 20,000 crore) deal with the 
OFB to produce 464 additional T-90 
tanks. This was followed by another 
order in June this year to make 156 
additional BMP Infantry Combat 
Vehicles.  The OFB would also be 
partnering its Russian  counterpart, 
the JSC Rosoboronexport, to make 
AK203 assault rifles in India. All 
these reaffirm the Modi Government’s 
support towards the OFB, but with a 
very clear mandate i.e. that the OFB 
has to restructure itself, develop 
higher accountability, ensure timely 
delivery and develop capacities to 
absorb technology more efficiently “

https://www.spmrf.org/
wp-content/uploads/2020/09/

AatmaNirbhar-in-Defence-
Production.pdf 
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Modi Government Making 
India Atmanirbhar in Defence 

Production

Source – The Times of India, URL-https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/indias-weapon-
imports-fell-by-33-in-last-five-years-but-remains-worlds-second-largest-arms-importer/
articleshow/81516403.cms 
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Modi Govt’s Defence Deals 
Made India Capable of Handling 

Two Frontal Warfare

Source- Deccan Herald

URL-https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/240916/india-
signs-rs-59000-crore-deal-to-purchase-36-rafale-fighter-jets-from-france.html
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Source- https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/make-in-india-gujarat-emerges-
among-preferred-destinations-for-defence-manufacturing/articleshow/50019018.cms
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Image Source- India Today 

UJRL: https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/up-front/story/20210222-local-
takeoff-1768877-2021-02-13

Modi Government 
Walks the Talk
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Source – https://www.rediff.com/news/report/after-china-india-to-get-s-
400-air-missiles-from-russia/20181005.htm 

Source- https://twitter.com/rajatptoi/status/10134319306692608000 
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Image Source- The New Indian Express 

 https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2018/nov/20/india-russia-seal-usd-500-million-deal-
for-construction-of-two-warships-for-indian-navy-1900901.html 

India Acquiring Four Grigorivich 
Class Frigates: Two of them to 

be Made in India



24

Structural Economic Reforms

Structural Reforms are key for any rapidly developing economy to gain 
pace and move ahead at a brisk pace in a seamless manner. For that 
to happen, it was important for Modi Government to initiate some key 
structural economic reforms that would speed up economic integration 

and dispute resolutions. These structural economic reforms were pending for 
decades and successive governments developed cold feet in implementing them 
for fear of backlash. But keeping long term interests of stability of the economy 
and country, Modi Government went ahead to implement a series of structural 
economic reforms.  They are the followin

Insolvency & Bankruptcy 
Code Act

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC) is the bankruptcy 
law of India which seeks to consolidate the existing framework by 
creating a single law for insolvency and bankruptcy related issues. This 
has helped in speedy resolution of disputes of banks with defaulting 

companies and have empowered the banks to take over assets of such companies 
which have systematically defaulted on repayment of loans.

Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code Act passed by Modi Government has helped 
Indian banks recover more than Rs 5.5 lakh crore of bad debt. 

Steps taken by the government such as enacting the Insolvency & 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) have helped banks recover around Rs 5.5 lakh 
crore of bad debt. Out of this, close to Rs 1 lakh crore was recovered from 
accounts that were technically written off. The government also believes 
that the state-run lenders are well poised to meet credit requirements 
considering the indications that the build-up of non-performing assets 
(NPAs) are lower than anticipated. With a provision coverage ratio of 
83.7 per cent, public sector banks are adequately protected against any 
potential hit, stated government sources to Times of India. A senior 
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finance ministry official said that despite the pandemic, the turnaround 
for public sector banks has been remarkable. “The recent reforms and the 
proposed asset reconstruction company will help clean up their balance 
sheets further and make fresh capital available from the sale of bad assets, 
which will again push credit growth,” said the official to the daily.
(https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/economy/story/rs-55-
lakh-cr-of-bad-debt-recovered-through-reforms-such-as-ibc-
govt-302364-2021-07-26 )

Source- https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/09/insights-into-editorial-
transforming-business-and-the-insolvency-system/ 
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Fugitive Economic 
Offenders Act

The Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, passed by Modi Government is 
another game changing legislative reform. 

‘The object of the fugitive economic offenders’ act, 2018 is to deter 
the fugitive offenders from escaping the jurisdiction of Indian courts in 

order to preserve the sanctity of rule of law in India and it ensures that offenders 
return back to India to face the process of law. This law seeks to empower the 
special courts established for the purpose of this law to attach and confiscate 
the properties of such economic offenders who had fled away from the country. 
This is done to ensure their presence before the courts.’

https://jcil.lsyndicate.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/analysis-of-
fugitive-economic-offenders-act-2018.pdf 
Vijay Mallya was one of the first to be declared as Fugitive Economic Offender. 
This eventually allowed enforcement agencies like Enforcement Directorate to 
seize assets worth Rs 14,000 crore of fugitive Vijay Mallya under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/mallya-case-ed-arguments-over-on-plea-to-seize-
assets/article30140719.ece 
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/parliament-passes-fugitive-
economic-offenders-bill/articleshow/65136375.cms#:~:text=Parliament%20passes%20

Fugitive%20Economic%20Offenders%20Bill%20Parliament%20today,a%20voice%20vote%20
in%20the%20Rajya%20Sabha%20today. 
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GST Implementation: A 
Landmark Structural Economic 

Reform Initiated by Modi   
Government

For more than seventy years after independence, India was still not 
‘One Nation, One Market’. It was fragmented and there were severe 
impediments to physical movement of goods from one state to another, 
owing to a plethora of taxes and duties. GST helps in seamless movement 

of goods and services across the country by redefining the entire nation as one 
market and by subsuming a plethora of taxes and levies into one single tax. GST 
not only helps in increasing the revenues of the states of India for the sake of 
carrying forward social and developmental work but also helps in containing 
tax evasions as well as helps honest businessmen and traders to carry forward 
business seamlessly. 

Rating Agency S&P on GST 

Calling Goods and Service Tax (GST) as the most important 
structural reform till date by the Modi government, S&P Global 
Ratings on Monday said the passage of the indirect tax law gives 
it additional conviction of India clocking 8% growth in the next 

few years. “India’s GST passage gives us additional conviction around 
our 8%-ish GDP growth forecast over the next few years,” it said in a 
report titled ‘Asia-Pacific steadies while China goes silent’. The rating 
agency had last month projected India to clock a “steroid-free” growth of 
8 % in coming years. “The GST passage is arguably the most important 
structural reform to date by the Modi government and will improve 
efficiency, cross-state trade and tax buoyancy,” it said on Monday.
https://www.dnaindia.com/business/report-gst-is-the-most-important-
structural-reform-by-modi-government-sp-global-ratings-2263235 
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Benefits of GST
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Source- The Economic Times
URL-https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/the-
advantages-of-gst-take-a-look-at-benefits/articleshow/53514291.cms 
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      Social Equity Initiatives 

Even though the word ‘Socialist’ was included in the Indian constitution 
long time back and many had claimed to work for the downtrodden, for 
more than 65 years since independence, more than 50% of Indians did 
not even have a basic bank account. In the absence of a bank account, 

the subsidies and payments made by Government of India as part of social 
schemes were channelized through intermediaries resulting in major leakage 
and the end beneficiary either getting a pittance or not getting anything at all of 
what was deservingly his or her.  In the same league, access to safe and hygienic 
sanitation remained a major challenge for decades in spite of the successive 
regimes in power claiming to spend a lot on rural sanitation, a majority of Indian 
households did not have access to proper sanitation infrastructure. 

How Modi Government Worked 
for a Better India

• In seven years since 2014, Modi Government under the Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Dhan Yojana Scheme, facilitated the opening of 43.04 crore bank accounts. 
Now more than 99% of Indian households have at least one bank account.  

• Under Swachh Bharat Mission, Modi Government constructed more than 11 
crore toilets thereby making India free from open defecation

• Under Ujjwala Yojana, more than 5 crore LPG connections have already 
been distributed, Under Ujjwala 2.0, another 1 crore LPG connections would 
be given to low-income families. 

• Under the Iconic Ayushman Bharat Yojana, a Rs 5 lakh of health insurance 
is provided to 10 crore poor and vulnerable families. 

“Ayushman Bharat (AB) is an attempt to move from sectoral and 
segmented approach of health service delivery to a comprehensive need-
based health care service. Ayushman Bharat aims to undertake path 
breaking interventions to holistically address health (covering prevention, 
promotion and ambulatory care), at primary, secondary and tertiary level. 
Ayushman Bharat adopts a continuum of care approach, comprising of 
two inter-related components.”
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“The first component, pertains to creation of 1,50,000 Health and Wellness 
Centres which will bring health care closer to the homes of the people. These 
centres will provide Comprehensive Primary Health Care (CPHC), covering 
both maternal and child health services and non-communicable diseases, 
including free essential drugs and diagnostic services. The first Health and 
Wellness Centre was launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister at Jangla, Bijapur, 
Chhatisgarh on 14 April 2018. The second component is the Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) which provides health protection cover to poor and 
vulnerable families. The Health and Wellness Centres will play a critical role in 
creating awareness about PM-JAY, screening for non-communicable diseases, 
follow-up of hospitalisation cases among others.”

(https://www.projecttopics.info/tech/ayushman-bharat.php) 
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Source- India Today 
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/swachh-bharat-mission-second-phase-
approved-cost-1648077-2020-02-19 
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Drastic Slashing of prices of 
critical medical devices such 
as Stent and Knee Transplant 
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Source- The Times of India 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/stent-prices-slashed-by-up-to-85/
articleshow/57136127.cms 
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Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan- 
Vision of PM Modi

a. India Now Second Largest Producer of Mobile Phones in World:  From 
having a mere 2 mobile production units in 2014, India now is the second 
largest producer of mobile phones in the world with more than 200 factories 
that produce mobile phones worth Rs 458000 crore (as per data published 
in 2020) 

b. Attaining Self Sufficiency in production of Active Pharma Ingredients:   
While India remains one of the largest producers of generic medicines of the 
world and has a giant pharma industry, because of skewed policies of the past 
governments, the country remained perilously dependent on other countries 
for Active Pharma Ingredients (API) which are critical raw materials needed 
for making medicines. To address this anomaly, Government of India came 
out with a Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for API production in 
India and has already approved 33 applications with ‘committed investments’ 
of Rs 5082 crore.

c. Making India a Global Textile Production Hub:  In September 2021, Modi 
Government approved a Rs 10,683 crore Production Linked Incentive (PLI) 
Scheme for India’s Textile Sector and to incentivize production of textile 
materials in India at global scale. The scheme is expected to enhance the 
total turnover of the Indian textile industry by more than 3 lakh crores over 
the next five years and is expected to create a minimum of 7.5 lakh jobs.  

d. India Now Second Largest Producer of PPE Kits in the world: In early 
2020 when the Covid pandemic struck, India was hardly making any PPE 
kit domestically. From then on, the Government of India tirelessly worked 
with various industry bodies to not only increase the production of PPE kits 
inside the country but also emerge as the second largest producer of PPE kits 
in the world. 

e. Atmanirbhar in Defence Production: Modi Government not only 
dismantled the entire culture of Defence Dalaali and influence of Middlemen 
in India’s Defence Equipment Acquisition Process, it also has taken some 
extremely bold decisions to boost India’s indigenous production of weapon 
systems, creation of a resilient domestic supply chain, giving long overdue 
opportunities to Indian private sector and to reduce dependence on imports 
of weapon systems. As part of this process, an initial list of 101 defence 
items were put into the negative import list which means that all of them 
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would have to be mandatorily made in India. Later the list of enhanced by 
another 108 items. This included almost the entire array of weapons systems 
that generally Indian Armed Forces procure starting from missiles, offshore 
patrol vessels, electronic warfare systems, next-generation missile vessels, 
floating dock and anti-submarine rocket launchers. It is expected that 2025 
India’s domestic defence industry would have a turnover of a minimum of 
Rs 1.75 lakh crore or $25 billion. 

f. Boost to Auto and Drone Manufacturing in India: On 15th September, 
2021 Modi Government announced a Production Linked Incentive (PLI) 
scheme for India’s automobile sector that entails incentives to the tune of Rs 
26,058 crore, to be given over the next five years, and is expected to fetch 
investments of around Rs 42,500 crore and incremental output to the tune of 
Rs 2.3 lakh crore. It is expected to generate employment for 7.5 lakh people. 
In the same league a Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for India’s 
nascent drone industry was also unveiled and for which an initial allocation 
of Rs 120 crore has been made for the next three years. It is expected to fetch 
investments to the tune of Rs 5,000 crore over the next few years.

g. PLI Scheme for Advanced Chemistry Cell- Rs 18,00 crore 
h. PLI Scheme for Faster Adoption of Manufacturing Electric Vehicle (FAME) 

– Rs 10,000 crore

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Schemes worth Rs 1.97 lakh crore 
for 13 key sectors have been announced by Modi Government that is 
expected to produce goods worth Rs 37.5 lakh crore over the next 5 years 
and generate at least 1 crore additvzional jobs 
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Major Boost for MSME

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana:  For decades India’s micro enterprises, 
numbering into crores had no access to formal institutional lending 
because of being in the unorganized sector. Prime Minister Modi’s 
initiative in the form of Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana was the first effort 

since independence towards giving formal institutional borrowing opportunities 
to the micro enterprises of India that has been responsible for generation of 
employment for crores. The access to formal lending has helped India’s micro 
enterprises to work towards capacity building and expansion that invariably 
has helped in more employment generation and creation of entrepreneurs in 
the informal sector.  Incidentally, India has 6.33 MSME enterprises as of 2020. 

As of August 2021, over 29.55 crore loans amounting to Rs 15.52 lakh crore 
has been sanctioned under Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana

https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/over-2955-crore-
loans-sanctioned-under-pm-mudra-yojana-centre20210802224426/ 
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Redefining MSME to help them 
build Capacity and become 

Globally Competitive

To solve the problem of restrictions on investments in MSME sector, to 
make gain scalability, to make them globally competitive, to embrace 
cutting edge technologies and for the purpose of facilitating them to 
become part of the global supply chain through proficient performance, 

Modi Government took the initiative of changing the definition of MSME so 
that they can get more dose of investments for capacity building and also for 
making sure that more number of Indian companies can take the benefits meant 
for MSME sector. 

The Finance Minister while announcing the revised definition in May 2020, 
stated, “Investment limit, which defined MSMEs, has been revised upwards. 
Additional criteria being brought in is turnover size - earlier differentiation 
between manufacturing and service MSMEs will be categorised similarly,’’

Revised MSME definition
https://zeenews.india.com/economy/msme-definition-changed-investment-
limit-turnover-size-revised-fm-nirmala-sitharaman-2283266.html
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Passage of Factoring 
Regulation Amendment Act, 

2021 

For the purpose facilitating easier availability of working capital for 
the MSME sector, in July 2021, Modi Government took initiative to 
pass the bill in the Parliament, especially at a time when the opposition 
parties were creating all kinds of ruckus in the Parliament.

Source- Business Today, https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/policy/story/
parliament-ratifies-factoring-regulation-amendment-bill-to-help-msme-
sector-302782-2021-07-29
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/sme-sector/parliament-
passes-factoring-regulation-amendment-bill-to-help-msme-sector/
articleshow/84856800.cms 
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Unprecedented Support for 
MSME Sector

Source- Knowledge & News Network
https://knnindia.co.in/news/newsdetails/msme/pm-modi-makes-12-big-
announcements-for-msmes-at-the-launch-of-msme-support-and-outreach-
program 
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Consolidation in Indian 
Banking Sector 

A major step of Modi Government has been to consolidate the sphere 
of Public Sector Banking through mergers and amalgamations for the 
sole purpose of making them more resilient, globally competitive and 
to make them more stable and immune from all kinds of systemic 

challenges. It was always important for an economy like that of India’s with a 
GDP of $3 trillion and with an aspiration of becoming a $5 trillion economy, to 
have large sized banks.

Source- Knowledge & News Network
https://knnindia.co.in/news/newsdetails/msme/pm-modi-makes-12-big-
announcements-for-msmes-at-the-launch-of-msme-support-and-outreach-
program 
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https://www.livemint.com/Industry/50cZxIsB9vMOJKae2UGl0M/SBI-
units-  discussed-consolidation-with-parent-bank-unions.html 
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Source- https://www.rediff.com/business/report/govt-announces-mega-merger-
of-public-sector-banks/20190830.htm 

Larger Banks Mean More 
Stable and Resilient Banks that 

are Immune to Systemic and 
Market Challenges
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https://www.dnaindia.com/business/photo-gallery-govt-announces-mega-
merger-of-state-run-banks-here-is-everything-you-need-to-know-new-
psbs-2786166/pnbobcub-key-features-of-new-psb-2786169 

Modi Govt Raised (Bank) 
Deposit Insurance Amount 

upto Rs 5 Lakh 

In a major boost for the retail depositors in the banks, Modi Government raised 
the deposit insurance amount to Rs 5 lakh up from Rs 1 lakh.
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Source- https://www.paisabazaar.com/fixed-deposit/budget-
2020-fd-insurance-coverage-hikes-to-5-lakh/  

Source- The Economic Times 

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com
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COVID MANAGEMENT BY 
MODI GOVERNMENT

 » In early 2020, the world was stuck 
by an apocalyptic pandemic that 
ruined lives, livelihood, societies 
and even countries. It affected 
India as well. The challenge 
was profound given the highly 
contagious nature of the disease 
and the density of population that 
India has. 

 » No country, not even the United 
States of America, with one of the 
most modern healthcare systems, 
was prepared for the onslaught of 
the coronavirus, as it has happened 
over the last one year. Last year 
also witnessed Europe’s leading 
countries being ravaged by covid, 
and had almost given up in spite 
of having a far lesser population to 
manage.

 » The Second Wave was inevitable 
given the nature of such pandemics. 
During the month of May-June, 
even as a section of media and 
political opportunists barraged 
the Prime Minister with all kinds 
of allegations and accusations, 
the PM Modi maintained stoic 
composure and did not get into a 
mudslinging match. Instead, he 
and his team remained focused on 
the job at hand, i.e. to mitigate the 
oxygen supply issue and address 
the issue of vaccine, which was 
far more complex than writing 
a critical tweet of a hundred 

alphabets.  In less than a month, 
no one was talking anymore of the 
oxygen issue because it has been 
sorted out by Government of India. 
Talking anymore would have 
compelled them to acknowledge 
the effort of Modi Government to 
mitigate an issue which otherwise 
is a state subject, i.e., Health. 
The Government of India worked 
tirelessly to mitigate the logistical 
issues associated with delivery 
of oxygen without even for once 
seeking credit for it. But for the 
critics, the goalpost had shifted.

 » It is true that over the last 18 months, 
when both the first and second 
wave of coronavirus is combined, 
India has certainly witnessed many 
fatalities, which is tragic but in 
most cases was unavoidable, in 
spite of best efforts of both central, 
state level governments as well as 
the medical fraternity.  Yet, it could 
have been far worse given the 
enormity of population that India 
has and the density of the same.  To 
understand what the Government 
of India has done over the last one 
18 months to confront the covid 
crisis, one has to look at it from the 
perspective of where India was in 
January-February 2020.

 » In January, 2020, India was not 
even making sufficient number 
of PPE kits and N-95 masks that 
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were so very required as basic 
ingredients to combat a pandemic 
as contagious as coronavirus. 
The Government of India took 
the initiative to address the issue 
on a mission mode. For dealing 
with any kind of pandemic 
situation, one requires PPE kits 
with class-3 protection levels that 
most domestic manufacturers, at 
that time, did not have capacity to 
make. The same was the case with 
N-95 masks. The Government was 
racing against time considering 
that the demand was estimated at 
around 20 million PPE kits and 
40 million N-95 masks from July 
2020 onward.

 » In March 2020, Ministry of 
Textile launched ‘Operation PPE 
Coverall’. It was not an easy task 
considering the level of effort 
that was needed to create a robust 
supply chain as well as having 
WHO level testing protocols in 
place.

 » Thanks to concerted effort of both 
Centre and private sector, by May 
2020, India was manufacturing 
2 lakh PPE kits and 2 lakh N-95 
masks daily. By July, India’s 
supply exceeded demand and India 
had become the second largest PPE 
kit manufacturer in the world.

 » Further, to boost the production of 
hand sanitizers, a large number of 
distilleries and more than 500 other 
manufactures, including sugar 
mills and FMCG companies, were 
granted permission to produce 

hand sanitizers.
 » The production of all these critical 

elements namely, PPE kits, face 
masks and hand sanitizers have so 
seamlessly been expanded that the 
country did not realize the enormity 
of efforts that were put behind it to 
make sure that the supply matched 
the rising demand. Also, during the 
same period, Government of India 
also ordered 60,000 ventilators 
for disbursal among hospitals 
in various states. Of the 60,000 
ordered, 50,000 were funded by 
PM Cares Fund and almost 96% 
of them were procured from Indian 
companies.

 » Sadly however, while the rest 
of the world had time to grapple 
only with Covid crisis, India had 
much more than that to handle. 
The misadventure of China along 
the LAC and the clash in Galwan 
compelled India not only to start a 
major logistical operation to fortify 
its borders with China and deploy 
battle ready troops in lakhs, but 
also had to commit an additional 
Rs 20,000 crore to buy emergency 
weapon systems.

 » Also, because of the ongoing face-
off with China and India’s decision 
to ban a large number of Chinese 
mobile apps as well as debarring 
Chinese investments in various 
critical sector projects, it was quite 
apparent that India had to take 
measures to reduce its dependence 
on import of Active Pharma 
Ingredients (API) that India was 
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importing in huge quantity from 
China. Ironically, while India was 
one of the largest manufacturers of 
generic drugs in the world, it had 
a near 70% dependence on China 
for API.

 » To address this issue, Modi 
Government started work on 
a Production Linked Incentive 
(PLI) Scheme to increase the 
production of pharma ingredients 
within the country. In February 
2021, Modi Government, finally 
approved Rs 15,000 crore worth of 
PLI scheme for the period 2020-
21 to 2028-29 that is aimed at 
garnering incremental sale of Rs 
2,94,000 crore of pharma products 
and at least Rs 1,96,000 crore of 

incremental exports during the 
period.

 » Further, Modi Government 
did something last year which 
is unthinkable even in many 
of the western countries. The 
Government of India under PM 
Modi announced in June,2020 
that it would give free ration to 
80 crore Indians for five months, 
which would be in addition to their 
existing quota of foodgrain that 
they get from ration shops. This 
was later extended by many more 
months. In one go, Government of 
India had ensured that people need 
not have to worry about basic food 
during lockdown period.

The Vaccine Saga: Truth Vs 
Disinformation Campaign

On the vaccine front, while 
Serum Institute of India 
was getting ready from late 
last year with production 

of covid vaccine, namely Covishield, 
in India under a contract with Astra-
Zeneca, another Indian company 
Bharat Biotech was developing an 
indigenous covid vaccine, namely 
Covaxin, with help of National 
Institute of Virology. 
 » From 16th January, 2021, 

Government of India started a 
massive drive to vaccinate around 
2.36 crore frontline healthcare 

workers. This was followed by 
another massive drive to vaccinate 
India’s armed forces. Giving 
priority to vaccination of healthcare 
workers and armed forces was 
a critical decision in combating 
covid while keeping India’s 
borders secure from external 
aggressions. Yet a narrative was 
falsely set by ‘habitual critics’ as 
if nothing was being done by Modi 
Government so far as vaccination 
was concerned.

 » Incidentally, the same critics of 
Modi Government who were 
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relentlessly questioning the ability 
of Indian pharma companies 
to make vaccines, doubting the 
efficacy of vaccines and even 
openly discouraging people from 
taking vaccines, were suddenly 
now questioning as to why 
everyone was not vaccinated 
before the start of second wave. 

 » While some from opposition had 
continued with their doomsday 
projections by predicting that India 
would not be able to vaccinate 
all before 2024, the reality is that 
Modi Government has taken up the 
challenge to vaccinate the entire 
eligible population by December, 
2021. 

 » To bust the fake rhetoric of 
naysayers, it is therefore important 
to consider a few points since 
a considerable amount of 
misinformation is being spread by 
vested interests.

 » Making vaccines is not like making 
instant noodles or popcorn. It takes 
nothing less than 100-120 days to 
make one batch of vaccines ready 
for inoculation, starting from 
production, testing by Central 
Drugs Laboratory, delivery of 
produced batches of vaccines and 
then eventual logistical process 
through which it has to go before 
it reaches a vaccination center. 
Bharat Biotech in a statement had 
asserted the same earlier.

 » Therefore, however one wishes for, 
vaccines cannot be made available 
instantly. Covid-19 appeared in the 

global arena in 2020 and since then 
vaccine makers had been racing 
against time to make vaccines. 
Never in the past have vaccines 
been made available at such a short 
notice as it happened with Covid 
vaccines. The time that vaccine 
makers need to deliver a quality 
vaccine has to be given to them. 

 » Not every pharma company 
or vaccine maker can make 
coronavirus vaccines since it 
requires BS Level-3 of safety 
parameters and not many were  
willing to work with such a 
contagious virus. Therefore, while 
it has always been easy to make 
claims as to why not 20 odd Indian 
companies been allowed to make 
vaccines in one go, reality is that it 
was practically not possible unless 
those entities develop BS Level-3 
of safety.

 » While both Serum Institute of India 
(SII) and Bharat Biotech agreed to 
ramp up their production to meet 
the rising demands and for which 
Government of India approved 
vaccine supply credit to the tune of 
Rs 3000 crore and Rs 1500 crore 
respectively to SII and Bharat 
Biotech, one has to understand 
that physical capacity building for 
ramping up of vaccine production 
cannot happen overnight. It takes a 
minimum of a few months. While 
Bharat Biotech was expected to 
gradually scale up its vaccine 
production in the Bangaluru 
facility to 700 million annually 
by September-October, Serum 
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Institute too was expected to scale 
up its production to 11 crore or 
more in the coming months. 

 » To further scale up production, in 
April 2021, Government of India 
granted approval to Haffkine 
Bio Pharmaceutical, a state level 
PSU owned by Government 
of Maharashtra, to co-produce 
Covaxin in collaboration with 
Bharat Biotech, and for that 
Government of India also approved 
a grant of Rs 65 crore to Haffkine 
Bio Pharmaceutical. Likewise, 
grants were also approved by 
Government of India for Indian 
Immunologicals Limited, which 
was expected to start production of 
drug substance for covid vaccines 
of Bharat Biotech and initiate its 
delivery from July onward. Indian 
Immunologicals was mandated 
to produce drug substance for 10-
15 million vaccines doses every 
month.

 » Likewise, Government of India has 
also roped in another state-owned 
vaccine maker, namely Bharat 

Immunologicals and Biologicals 
Limited (BIBCOL). In its 
Bulandshahr plant in Uttar Pradesh, 
BIBCOL would be coproducing 2 
crore doses of Covaxin per month. 

 » Further, Government of India 
granted approval for initial import 
and subsequent production of 
Sputnik-V vaccines in India. 
Russia Direct Investment Fund 
(RDIF) backed Sputnik-V has 
entered into collaboration with Dr 
Reddy’s Laboratory, Hetero Drugs, 
Gland Pharma, Virchow Biotech, 
Panacea Biotech, Shilpa Medicare 
and Stelis Biopharma for local 
production of Sputnik vaccines 
in India. Production has already 
started as at least a 100 million 
are expected to be made available 
annually.

 » This apart, Indian biotech 
companies such as Biologicals-E, 
Gennova and Zydus Cadilla are 
also working on covid vaccines to 
be made available soon. 

The fact that India has been able to administer 80 crore doses by 20th of 
September, 2021 is vindication that Modi Government’s estimation and 
planning on vaccine production and inoculation was precise and accurate.
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Managing the Oxygen 
Challenge

 » While some opposition parties and 
their leaders left no stone unturned 
to play politics on the vaccine front, 
on the issue of oxygen shortage 
as well, some found it as an 
opportunity to catapult themselves 
keeping perhaps 2024 elections in 
mind, instead of working with the 
Government to address the issue.

 » In this context, it has to be 
understood that India has not 
faced any pandemic like this since 
independence, and theories aside, 
there was certainly no reference 
point or benchmarks to embrace or 
emulate from. Secondly, it is always 
an extremely difficult proposition 
to anticipate the trajectory of a 
mutating RNA virus. Therefore, 
while there were anticipations of 
the possibility of a second wave of 
Covid, few would have imagined 
it to have come in the manner in 
which it created a ‘tsunami’ since 
late April 2021.  

 » For the Modi Government, it was 
always supposed to be a Catch-22 
situation. Being extremely strict 
and not opening commercial and 
public places including offices and 
other utilities, would have meant 
huge unemployment, bankruptcy 
of business holdings as well as 
sustained negative growth rate of 
economy. The same opposition 
blaming Central Government for 

unlocking too soon, and thereby 
‘inviting second wave’ would then 
have accused it for ‘destroying 
economy and livelihood’.

 » It was also beyond anybody’s guess 
as to how the second wave would 
create an exponential increase 
in demand for medical oxygen.  
Government of India, nevertheless 
had anticipated a part of it last year 
itself as is evident from the fact that 
way back in October 2020, it had 
invited bids for setting up of 150 
oxygen plants in hospital premises 
for reducing dependence on oxygen 
cylinders. Yet sadly, only 33 were 
up and running by April 2021. 
There was apparent reluctance on 
part of many hospitals to move 
ahead with the proposal with 
alacrity. Doubts therefore remain 
if lobbies of oxygen suppliers 
prevented the setting up of Pressure 
Swing Absorption (PSA) based 
oxygen plants in hospital premises.

 » Nevertheless, it was precisely the 
absence of PSA based Oxygen 
plants in hospital premises that 
resulted in shortage and not because 
of overall shortage of oxygen in 
the country. In the month of April, 
2021, India was producing around 
7500 tons of oxygen on a daily 
basis. This also included oxygen 
used for industrial purposes. And 
yet India a mere 1200 odd cryogenic 
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containers to transport the much-
needed oxygen to hospitals. It was 
a logistical nightmare considering 
the distance that each of such 
vehicles had to travel from far flung 
areas to hospitals.

 » Secondly, there was also an 
apocalyptic rise in the demand of 
oxygen concentrators. It was during 
this phase when the opposition 
parties instead of showing 
solidarity were busy playing 
politics that Modi Government 
silently went on the operation 
mode to address the issue. Indian 
Railways commenced operation of 
‘Oxygen Express’ to ferry oxygen 
laden trucks to different parts of the 
country. By the end of May, 2021, 
the Indian Railways had already 
delivered 20,000 metric tonnes 
of oxygen across various parts of 
the country with the help of 300 
Oxygen Express Trains.

 » Through some humongous efforts, 
Government of India made sure 
that by the end of April 2021, 
India’s daily production of oxygen 
was ramped up to around 9000 
metric tons while under the aegis 
of Prime Minister Modi, by first 
week of May, 2021, funds were 
allocated from PM CARES for 
installation of 500 PSA Oxygen 
plants within three months.  In the 
last week of May, Union Minister 
Anurag Thakur stated that in all 
1500 oxygen plants would be set 
up across India with the help of PM 
CARES FUND and PSU Funds. 
PSUs like ONGC chipped in with 

pledge to procure 1 lakh oxygen 
concentrators for Centre.

 » One also has to mention about the 
incredible contribution of India’s 
industrial majors such at the TATA 
Group, Reliance Industries, Adani 
Group, Jindal Group and many 
more, towards mitigating the 
oxygen crisis in India by diverting 
thousands of tons of industrial 
oxygen towards medical purpose 
on a daily basis.

 » Meanwhile, Government agencies 
like DRDO worked tirelessly to 
come up with a new oral medicine 
for combating covid and it is 
expected to revolutionize India’s 
war against Covid. DRDO not only 
worked on the 2DG medicine but 
also on developing technology for 
setting up of PSA Oxygen Plants 
and supplemental oxygen delivery 
systems. Further, in the private 
sector, production of anti-viral 
drug remdesivir was ramped up by 
almost 10 times.

 » Given India’s challenges, no 
country could have done better 
than what India has done to contain 
the virus. The fact that the country 
is gradually returning to normalcy 
and growth rates are back on 
the upward trajectory, are proof 
enough of the collective efforts of 
health workers and India’s political 
leadership. 

 Sourced from https://www.spmrf.
org/managing-a-once-in-a-century-

pandemic-challenge/
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/80-crore-covid-vaccine-
doses-administered-in-country-health-minister/articleshow/86317679.cms 
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Source- https://twitter.com/BJP4India/status/1252921217864159232/photo/1 
Later it became a law through passage of Epidemic Diseases{ Amendment) Bill, 

2020 in Parliament
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Entire Covid Vaccination Cost 
is being Taken Care of by Modi 

Government



62



63

Unprecedented Support to 
People of India was Given by 

Modi Government to tide over 
the Covid Crisis
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Infrastructure Development by 
Modi Government
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National Infrastructure Pipeline

Source: Mint Newspaper, https://www.livemint.com/Politics/
JlYQVmRmRpu7ESTqPrkeoO/Infrastructure-in-four-years-of-Modi-govt-A-
thumbs-up-for-b.html 
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source- The Economic Times, 
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/border-
infrastructure-modi-government-driving-strategic-projects-with-radical-
changes/articleshow/47303236.cms?from=mdr 
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Focus on Border Infrastructure 

Source- https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/
border-  infrastructure-modi-government-driving-strategic-projects-with-
radical-changes/articleshow/47303236.cms 
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Source https://www.india.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/C-
ZCXUOWsAAdmT0.jpg

Source- https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/
pm-narendra-modi-sets-infrastructure-targets-for-ministries-to-speed-up-

action/articleshow/52824948.cms 
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Source : https://auto.economictimes.indiatimes.com

Source- https://www.businesstoday.in/magazine/infrastructure/story/the-giant-
leap-109249-2018-08-20 
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Building Digital Infrastructure 
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National Education Policy – 
Redefining Education for an 

Emerging India

Source-https://www.narendramodi.in/cabinet-approves-national-education-
policy-2020-paving-way-for-transformational-reforms-in-school-and-higher-

education-systems-in-the-country-550741 
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SCHOOL EDUCATION
• Ensuring Universal Access at all 

levels of school education
• Early Childhood Care & Education 

with  new Curricular and 
Pedagogical Structure

• Attaining Foundational Literacy 
and Numeracy

• Reforms in school curricula and 
pedagogy

• Multilingualism and the power of 
language

• Assessment Reforms
• Equitable and Inclusive Education
• Robust Teacher Recruitment and 

Career Path
• School Governance
• Standard-setting and Accreditation 

for School Education

HIGHER EDUCATION 
• Increase GER to 50 % by 2035
• Holistic Multidisciplinary 

Education
• An Academic Bank of Credit is to 

be established for digitally storing 
academic credits earned from 
different  HEIs so that these can 

be transferred and counted towards 
final degree earned.

• Multidisciplinary Education and 
Research Universities (MERUs), 
at par with IITs, IIMs, to  be set up 
as models  of best multidisciplinary 
education of global standards in 
the country.

• The National Research Foundation 
will be created as an apex body for 
fostering a strong research culture 
and building research capacity 
across higher education.

• Rationalised Institutional 
Architecture

Regulation
• Higher Education Commission of 

India(HECI) will be set up as a single 
overarching umbrella body the for 
entire higher education, excluding 
medical and legal education. HECI 
to have  four independent verticals  
- National Higher Education 
Regulatory Council (NHERC) 
for regulation, General Education 
Council (GEC ) for standard 
setting, Higher Education Grants 
Council (HEGC) for funding,  and 
National Accreditation Council( 
NAC) for accreditation. HECI 
will  function through faceless 
intervention through technology, 

Key Features of National 
Education Policy 
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& will have powers to penalise 
HEIs not conforming to norms 
and standards. Public and private 
higher education institutions will 
be governed by the same set of 
norms for regulation, accreditation 
and academic standards.

Online Education and Digital 
Education:

A comprehensive set of 
recommendations for promoting 
online education consequent to the 
recent rise in epidemics and pandemics 
in order to ensure preparedness with 
alternative modes of quality education 
whenever and wherever traditional 
and in-person modes of education 
are not possible, has been covered. 
A dedicated unit for the purpose of 
orchestrating the building of digital 
infrastructure, digital content and 
capacity building will be created in the 
MHRD to look after the e-education 
needs of both school and higher 
education
Technology in education

An autonomous body, the National 
Educational Technology Forum 
(NETF), will be created to provide 
a platform for the free exchange 
of ideas on the use of technology 
to enhance learning, assessment, 
planning, administration. Appropriate 

integration of technology into all 
levels of education will be done to 
improve classroom processes, support 
teacher professional development, 
enhance educational access for 
disadvantaged groups and streamline 
educational planning, administration 
and management
Promotion of Indian languages

To ensure the preservation, 
growth, and vibrancy of all Indian 
languages, NEP recommends setting 
an Indian Institute of Translation and 
Interpretation (IITI), National Institute 
(or Institutes) for Pali, Persian and 
Prakrit, strengthening of Sanskrit and 
all language departments in HEIs,  and 
use mother tongue/local language as a 
medium of instruction in more HEI  
programmes. Internationalization of 
education will be facilitated through 
both institutional collaborations, 
and student and faculty mobility and 
allowing entry of top world ranked 
Universities to open campuses in our 
country.
Source: https://www.narendramodi.
in/cabinet-approves-national-
education-policy-2020-paving-
way-for-transformational-reforms-
in-school-and-higher-education-
systems-in-the-country-550741 
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Thrust on Energy Sector 
Reforms

• Modi Government has set an ambitious target of 450 GW of renewable 
energy by 2030

• India has already attained the milestone of 100 GW of installed capacity of 
renewable energy in 2021
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Source: https://newsonair.com/2021/08/15/pm-modi-lauds-renewable-energy-
sector-as-it-achieves-100-gw-milestone/ 

https://newsonair.com/2021/08/15/pm-modi-lauds-renewable-energy-sector-
as-it-achieves-100-gw-milestone/ 

Source: https://zeenews.india.com/india/auction-of-coal-blocks-will-create-
over-2-8-lakh-jobs-attract-capital-investment-worth-33000-crore-amit-

shah-2290655.html      
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• In September 2020, Modi 
Government brought down 
the basic corporate tax rates to 
22% from 30%, ‘while for new 
manufacturing companies it has 
been cut down to 15% from 25%’. 
Effective Tax Rate is 25.17% 
inclusive of all surcharges and 
cess for such domestic companies. 
This makes Indian tax rates at par 
with countries like Singapore and 
makes Indian companies globally 
more competitive. 

• It also makes India an attractive 
option for FDI and contract 
manufacturing.

• Modi Government also 
allowed 100% FDI in Contract 
Manufacturing. One key 
objective is to make India an 
attractive destination for global 
manufacturing. 

• Modi Government allowed private 
sector to play a bigger role in 
India’s space industry. This is a 
great boost for India’s start-up 
ecosystem which can play a critical 

role in making nano and micro 
satellites.

• Modi Government’s decision to 
push for electric vehicles and 
substituting imports with ‘Make in 
India’ defence products have been 
a great boost for India’s start up 
ecosystem.

• In both the EV sector and Defence 
Sector, a large number of promising 
startups have emerged. 

• A tentative list of top EV Start-ups 
of India can be found here https://
tecvalue.com/ev-startups-in-india/

• A tentative list of top Defence 
Start ups can be found here https://
mobygeek.com/features/top-7-
defence-tech-startups-india-9097 
. DRDO meanwhile has been 
working with a large number of 
defence startups for innovative 
product development.

• Further, Modi Government’s 
liberalized mapping policy and 
drone policy has been a big boost 
for Indian startups. 

Making Indian Companies 
Globally Competitive
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 Source-https://www.peoplematters.in/article/leadership/startup-india-modis-
10-initiatives-drive-new-business-12830 
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• In August 2021, Modi Government 
came out with an initiative name 
National Monetary Pipeline. 
National Monetary Pipeline is 
a Rs 6 lakh crore initiative to 
optimal utilization of assets owned 
by Government of India through 
Public Private Participation (PPP) 
even while making sure that the 
ownership of the assets remains 
with Government of India.

• In a developing and emerging 
economy like that of India’s, it 
is more important to optimally 
utilise resources than to keep 
them underutilised or idle. Modi 
Government is attempting precisely 
that. It would make sure increased 
revenue for Government of India 
which can then be used for social 
welfare schemes as well as for 
other infrastructure development. 

National Monetary Pipeline 

Source- The Economic Times
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Economic Reforms for 
Middle Class
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Unprecedented Action Against 
Black Money

 by Modi Government
Demonetisation

Source- The Economic Times
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Source- Business Today, https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/economy-
politics/story/what-has-pm-modi-    done-to-fight-black-money-an-

explainer-155901-2018-11-08

Source- https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/economy-politics/story/what-has-
pm-modi-done-to-fight-black-money-an-explainer-155901-2018-11-08 



89

How Modi Government Fought 
Systemic Corruptions and 

Achieved Results 
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Source- The Economic Times
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Modi Government’s Foreign 
Policy Hallmark

• One of the biggest hallmarks of Modi 
Government’s foreign policy has 
been to maintain equivalence even 
while maintaining cordial relation 
with all major power blocks. Even 
as US and Russia continue to have a 
strained relationship, India has been 
maintaining cordial relation with 
both and have deep strategic connect 
with both. While India during Modi 
Regime did buy some major defence 
equipment from US, including Apache 
Helicopters, Chinook Helicopters, 
MH-60 Helicopters, M-777 howitzers, 
Harpoon Missiles, additional P8I 
Poseidon Maritime Reconnaissance 
Aircrafts, Sig Sauer Rifles and may 
soon acquire around 30 Predator-B 
armed drones, it refused to accept 
the US dictums of doing away with 

strategic relationship with Russia. 
Thus, in spite of massive US pressure, 
India contracted for S-400 Air Defence 
Systems from Russia, new generation 
naval warships of INS Talwar class, 
contracted for nuclear submarine from 
Russia, and would soon possibly be 
signing contracts for several lakhs of 
AK-203 to be manufactured in India, 
as well as an estimated 200 KA-226 
helicopters. It also signed agreements 
for more nuclear power units. India 
has maintained defence tie-ups with 
Russia by ignoring the US threats 
of sanctions. A New India under 
PM Modi’s leadership refuses to get 
bogged down by threats of sanctions.

• Likewise, when it came to acquisition 
of frontline combat jets, India 
acquired Dassault Rafale jets from 
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France even though both US and 
Russia had lobbied hard to sell their 
own products. 

• Further, over the last few years, Modi 
Government has signed some major 
defence agreements and entered elite 
clubs that gives India access to critical 
technologies 
Some of the key agreements that 

PM Modi signed are as follows and 
which were in negotiation or pending for 
decades are as follows
 » Missile Technology Control Regime 

(MTCR)
 » Communication and Information on 

Security Memorandum of Agreement 
(COMCASA) 

 » Basic Exchange and Cooperation 
Agreement for Geospatial 
Cooperation (BECA) 

 » Australia Group
 » Wassenar Arrangement
 » US also accorded India Strategic 

Trade Authorization-I (STA-I) status 
 » Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 

Agreement (LEMOA)
 » International Solar Alliance
 » Military Logistics Support Agreement 

(MLSA) with countries such as US, 
France, South Korea, Singapore, and 
Australia 

 » Similar agreements to be signed with 
Russia and UK soon

 » India became part of QUAD, a 
quadrilateral military formation 
consisting of India, US, Australia and 

Japan
• Modi Government abrogated Article 

370 and 35A, and completed the 
integration of J&K with India. 
Also, Modi Government altered the 
threshold of Counter Terror Response 
Mechanism and did cross border 
strikes inside Pakistan multiple times 
include the air strikes in Balakot 
terror camps. On both occasions, it 
was astute foreign policy approach 
of Modi Government that made sure 
that global support was with India 
even though some of India’s major 
adversaries in the neighborhood tried 
best to bring global censure against 
India. But they failed.

•  In 2019, DRDO tested an anti-
satellite missile system in addition to 
testing a large array of ballistic and 
cruise missiles over the last few years. 
Even then, the global support has been 
with India.

• Government of India played a key role 
in diplomatically cornering Pakistan 
and putting it in the FATF Grey List

• Modi Government resisted pressure 
from global lobby groups and refused 
to open up the Indian farm sector 
and poultry sector to more imports. 
This has secured the livelihoods 
of hundreds of millions of Indians. 
Likewise, Modi Government  also 
refused to enter trade treaties like 
RCEP. This too has helped in securing 
the livelihoods of a large number of 
small traders and producers in India 
by preventing the flooding of Indian 
market by cheap imports
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Modi Government Altered The 
Threshold Of Counter Terror 

Response Mechanism
• Since 2014, more than 1400 terrorists 

have been neutralized in J&K 
• Since 2014, more than 1200 Maoist 

Terrorists have been neutralized.
• Middle Level leadership of most 

terror outfits operating in Kashmir 
routinely neutralized.

• Government of India simultaneously, 
tracked down and dismantled 
hawala networks and radicalization 
architecture

• Jamaat-e-Islami -JK was banned
• Highest level of modernisation of 

security forces took place.
• Separatist Organizations like Hurriyat 

Conference completely sidelined.
• Likewise, funding networks and 

overground agents of Maoists have 
been dealt with sternly

• Through cross border strikes on terror 
camps, Government of India made its 
intentions clear. 

• Modernisation of Central Police 
Forces and State Level Security Units 
dealing with Maoist terrorist have 
been modernized
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Modi Government Gave a Free 
Hand to Indian Armed Forces to 
Conduct Cross Border Strikes in 
Terror Camps Across the Border 
and Also Exposed the Nuclear 

Bluff of Pakistan

 Source-Times Now, taken from Internet
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BALAKOT AIR STRIKE

 Source- India Today
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Source-DNA

Burhan Wani Team Was Wiped 
Out in Record Time by Indian 

Security Agencies
More than 1400 dreaded terrorists killed 
in the last seven years by Indian Security 

Agencies in J&K
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