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he historic and deeply 
symbolic decision taken 
by Prime Minister Modi of 

observing every 14th August as the 
“Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day” in memory of the victims 
of partition is also an opportune 
moment to make efforts to 
systematically look at partition, the 
effects of partition and the horrors 
of partition. In his Independence 
Day address launching the 
seventy fifth anniversary of India’s 
Independence, Prime Minister 
Modi pointed at its deeper 
significance when he said, “While 
we celebrate our freedom today, we 
cannot forget the pain of partition 
that still pierces through the heart 
of all Indians. This has been one 
of the biggest tragedies of the last 
century. After attaining freedom, 
these people were forgotten 
too soon...We will henceforth 
commemorate August 14 as 
“Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day” in the memory of all the 
victims of partition. Those who 
were subjected to inhuman 
circumstances, suffered torturous 
treatment, they could not even 
receive a dignified cremation. 

Dr. Anirban Ganguly
They must all remain alive and never get erased from our 
memories. The decision of celebrating “Partition Horrors 
Remembrance Day” on the 75th Independence Day is a 
befitting tribute from every Indian to them.”

Many aspects and dimensions of partition were allowed 
to melt away and to be gradually rendered opaque in our 
collective memory. Political parties like the Communist 
parties, who were at the forefront in supporting the 
Pakistan resolution, in supporting the formation of 
Pakistan and in arguing that Bengal must remain 
undivided and be included in Pakistan, produced legions 
of scholars and intellectuals who spent their careers 
whitewashing the actual partition narratives. As the late 
scholar administrator Nitish Sengupta, wrote in his opus, 
‘Bengal Divided – 1907-1971’, ‘The Communist Party 
of India raised its voice against the partition of Bengal, 
although it supported the proposal of Pakistan with 
Bengal as a part of the new State.’ By clever manoeuvring 
couched in dialectical jargons Indian Communists well 
concealed their role in incubating Pakistan.

The role of the Indian communists in fomenting 
Pakistan, in siding with the Muslim League, in supporting 
‘Direct Action’ and in suppressing the horrors of partition 
narrative has been huge and yet it is intriguing as to how 
this dimension of their treacherous behaviour has hardly 
ever dominated our discourses on partition and Pakistan. 
To Rammanohar Lohia, for instance, the fact that this 
treachery did not leave a lasting negative impression 
on people was in itself intriguing, as he observed, ‘I 
am somewhat intrigued by this aspect of communist 
treachery, that it leaves no lasting bad taste in the mouth 
of the people.’

The partition on the Eastern front and its effects 
lingered for long. This continued partition, as some 
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Other View

have referred to it, has not been adequately 
discussed. The fact that from early 1950 
continuous waves of refugees started coming 
into West Bengal having been pushed out and 
uprooted overnight, the fact that these waves 
kept coming – refugees, victims of genocide 
and pogrom – because Pakistan had declared 
itself as an Islamic state, is a saga, which has 
not been studied or adequately highlighted 
but which nevertheless gives a comprehensive 
insight into horrors of partition long after it 
was brought about.

In the context of the declaration of August 
14 as ‘Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day’, it is relevant to recall a most poignant 
narration of an episode that Dr Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee made in Parliament on 7th August 
1950, when the House discussed the Bengal 
situation. Dr Mookerjee referred to a veteran 
Congress leader from East Bengal, whom 
Prime Minister Nehru too knew well, a man 
who, as he put it, was not afraid of his life, 
who was not a coward and who was still in 

East Bengal. “He came to see me about three 
weeks ago,” Dr Mookerjee told the House, 
“And his words are still haunting me. He 
had seen West Bengal and moved about the 
place. He has seen the terrible misery of 
millions of refugees who have come to West 
Bengal. He told me: “Dr Mookerjee, I have 
seen West Bengal. In East Bengal there are 
thousands of Namasudras who are waiting 
to come over. If I come away, they will also 
come away, whatever happens to them. That 
is why I am sticking on there, though I know 
it is impossible for them to stay. I see nothing 
but death on either side, death in East Bengal 
and death in West Bengal but with this 
difference. In West Bengal it is death without 
dishonour whereas in East Bengal it is death 
with dishonour.” This one description, in a 
sense, epitomises the death-dilemma of those 
who were uprooted because of partition. The 
partition horrors narrative must bring these 
aspects, these forgotten personalities who 
withstood the all-consuming onslaught of 
deracination, to the fore and accord them 
permanent space in our collective discourse 
on partition.

Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party (KMPP) 
Member of Parliament from New Delhi, 
Sucheta Kripalani’s description of the refugees 
in Kolkata, was equally enervating, when she 
told Parliament, in March 1953, during the 
discussion on grant for refugees, that the 
Nehru dispensation was failing to handle the 
issue in the human way. At the forefront of 
refugee relief herself, Sucheta Kripalani had 
closely worked on the ground since the time 
of partition, ‘Take the standing scandal of 
Calcutta’, Kripalani told the House, ‘What 
do you see. You see stations. The moment 
you reach Calcutta, what do you see? You 
see people are living on the platform for 

The role of the Indian communists 
in fomenting Pakistan, in siding with 

the Muslim League, in supporting 
‘Direct Action’ and in suppressing the 
horrors of partition narrative has been 
huge and yet it is intriguing as to how 

this dimension of their treacherous 
behaviour has hardly ever dominated our 
discourses on partition and Pakistan. To 

Rammanohar Lohia, for instance, the 
fact that this treachery did not leave a 
lasting negative impression on people 

was in itself intriguing, as he observed, 
‘I am somewhat intrigued by this aspect 

of communist treachery, that it leaves 
no lasting bad taste in the mouth of the 
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days and months and they are trying to gain 
their livelihood by selling some pakodis and 
by such other means. They were respectable 
citizens, cultivators or peasants or small 
shopkeepers. What have they become? They 
have become beggars and criminals: their 
women are becoming prostitutes...Our Prime 
Minister says a lot about the ‘human touch’. I 
want to see that ‘human touch’ in solving the 
lot of these miserable refugees.’

These victims of eastern partition have 
mostly been forgotten, and the literature that 
has been churned out in Bengali and in other 
languages have mostly focused on life after 
partition in West Bengal and not so much 
the causes of forced migration, persecution 
and eviction. Like Holocaust deniers in the 
West and across the world, a section has also 
denied the eviction of large sections of Bengali 
Hindus from Eastern Bengal post partition; 
this sector has not produced the kind of 
prolific artistic and literary output that could 
have been done. It served a certain ideological 
line to keep this narrative under wraps or in 
the margins. The horrors of partition were 
never really discussed except in a few books 
and by a few authors and that too primarily 

focused on life after partition and did not 
deal with the how and why of being uprooted.

In the introduction to his unfinished, 
‘The Prolonged Partition and Its Pogroms’, 
late A.J.Kamra, has argued that books such 
has his, ought to encourage ‘others to write 
down and publish their experiences with 
the Partition’ and that ‘the genocide in East 
Bengal deserves as much attention as the 
Holocaust of the Jews.’

The ‘Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day’ offers a renewed scope to discuss, argue, 
record, publish and disseminate the many 
dimensions of partitions hitherto suppressed 
and marginalised.

Other View

Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party (KMPP) 
Member of Parliament from New 

Delhi, Sucheta Kripalani’s description 
of the refugees in Kolkata, was equally 
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in March 1953, during the discussion 
on grant for refugees, that the Nehru 
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issue in the human way. 
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Modi Government and Public Policy

Sreejit Datta

he topic is Modi Government and 
Public policy; and at the outset, I 
must issue a disclaimer, I’m afraid, 

which is to the effect that my approach to the 
subject of today’s talk is not that of an expert. I 
sincerely apologise if this disappoints you. But 
I claim absolutely no expertise or experience in 
policymaking, or for that matter even in studying 
policies in a thoroughly analytical manner as is 
usually done by a student or a scholar of policy 
studies. Instead, my approach is that of a careful 
observer of political developments and the 
temporal but critical role that policymaking as 
well as policymakers (including politicians and 
bureaucrats) play in it, as dispensers of public 
leadership. Whither are the society, the country, 
and the civilisation shepherded by the decisions 
and actions of public leaders who operate within 
various fields (academic, sociocultural, political) 
of human activity? As a student of philosophy, 
with a special interest in studying the Indic 
civilisation, this is the question that interests 
me most; and, as such, I approach the subject of 
today’s talk primarily from a civilisational (if not 
a philosophical) standpoint that consists of the 
principles and values on which our ancient yet re-
awakened civilisation is founded.    

By the end of 2019, it was apparent that 
the Bhārat Sarkār, led by the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister Modi, is very clear on its stance vis-à-vis 
upholding the territorial integrity and national 

T

sovereignty of Bhārat. This is an immensely 
welcome development judging by the past records 
of previous governments prior to 2014, which have 
often displayed indecision and weakness when 
faced with several difficult challenges on multiple 
fronts at the borders, or on occasions when various 
heinous acts of terrorism were committed inside 
our country. But the responses given by the NDA 
government during its two consecutive terms in 
2014 and 2019, to similar such attempts at violating 
our country’s integrity and sovereignty, have been 
decisive and bold on most occasions. For example, 
one may recall Bhārat’s response to the Uri 
attacks back in 2016, or the gritty response to the 
escalating tension in Doklam in the subsequent 
year. In this connection, the decision taken by the 
Union Government with regard to the Article 370 
and 35A in the second half of 2019 must also be 
mentioned.   

One must note that the attempts at violating 
our country’s integrity and sovereignty, from both 
within and outside of our borders, are ceaselessly 
carried out by such forces as are inimical not only 
towards the territorial entity that is Bhārat, but 
even more importantly the target of their physical, 
socio-economical, and psychological assaults is the 
very idea of Bhārat. In other words, the enemies 
of Bhārat are up against what our beloved country 
really stands for, as the legitimate inheritor of a 
great Bhāratiya civilisation which occupies pride of 
place among the various nations and civilisations 
of the world, both ancient and extant. That special 
place is not accorded to Bhārat on account of the 
superiority of her military or economic prowess 
alone, which she doubtless commanded in the days 
of yore and is steadily regaining in our own times, 
but mainly on account of the special mission that 
her re-awakened civilisation has always carried in 
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her bosom: it is a fire handed down the countless 
successive generations by her unbroken sacred 
traditions. That fire of Bhārat’s special mission in 
the world has been kept aflame by a transcendental 
knowledge, a knowledge which other civilisations 
and nations of the world have spoken of only 
vaguely; but it is the Bhāratiya civilisation which 
alone has articulated it in the most unambiguous 
terms in her Upanishads. This, and for this reason 
alone, Bhārat deserves to be called ‘Viśva-Guru’ or 
the ‘Teacher of the World’s Nations’. It is important 
to note that such knowledge as can enable 
humanity to transcend the earthly bondages, the 
bondages of physical and psychological limitations 
that all humanity yearns, in one way or the other, 
to break free from, has not been sought in Bhārat 
from some extra-terrestrial paradise floating in 
the unknown regions up above, but in the deepest 
core of our being and consciousness: a realm 
of transcendence in the seclusion of the Human 
Heart, which our sagacious ancestors have called 
the Atman.  

Therefore, when in May last year the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Modi spoke of ‘Ᾱtmanirbhar 
Bhārat’, our hearts leaped in joy, for it was for the 
first time in decades that a prominent public leader 
of our country had re-introduced the notion of 
self-reliance in public policy discourse, and had 
moreover done so using precisely the term that 
form the very basis of a Bhāratiya philosophy of 
transcendence, the Atman. 

To my mind, in doing so, Prime Minister Modi 
has acted as the initiator of a very important debate 
on the meaning and virtues of Ᾱtmanirbharatā 
or Self-reliance, which should make inroads into 
the mainstream public policy discourse sooner 
rather than later. Genuine gratitude is due to him 
for bringing the idea ‘back to life’, in a manner of 
speaking. Even a few years ago one would have 
imagined that all talk related to ‘Self-reliance’ 
belongs to a bygone era, specifically those decades 

that immediately followed India’s independence 
(roughly the three decades between 1947-1977) 
when we were desperately trying to obtain a 
decent level of self-reliance in terms of our food 
production and our ability to provide basic 
nutrition to our people, in scientific enquiry and 
technological innovation, in military strength, 
in our actions and judgment in the domain 
of foreign policy (which, as it happens, used 
to be articulated by aligning India to the non-
alignment movement) and so on. But a principle 
and indeed a virtue such as Self-reliance goes far 
beyond the temporality of historical contingencies 
or the mere materiality of day-to-day needs of 
an individual citizen or the state. Most of all, 
we should recognise, that the significance of 
initiating the journey of the existing generations of 
Bhāratiya-s towards Ᾱtmanirbharatā exceeds the 
necessary but insufficient step of the individual or 
the community attaining financial and economic 
autonomy. Economic self-reliance is necessary, 
and therefore important, but it alone cannot help 
us fulfil our true potential as Bhāratiya-s (and 
not just ‘citizens’ / ‘subjects’ / ‘human resource’ 
belonging to a state) and thereby find the freedom 
that we utterly seek and inspire others to seek 
– sometimes consciously but most of the time 
unconsciously – in order to live a meaningful life, 
both as an individual and as a nation. Beyond its 
apparent economic and material aspects, we have to 
recognise that Ᾱtmanirbharatā has an inwardness 
and a transcendental side to it; it springs from the 
first principle of the major Bhāratiya Darśana-s, 
namely, the Atman or the Self (which can be 
denoted by a capital ‘S’ to differentiate it from the 
times when we speak of the ego-bounded self in 
general; or, as Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa 
used to illustrate before his disciples the difference 
between ‘choṭo āmi’ or the small or egoistic self and 
the ‘Boḍo Ᾱmi’ or the Ego-transcending and hence 
the Bigger Self). By drawing people’s attention to 
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this aspect of the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s slogan 
of ‘Ᾱtmanirbhar Bhārat’, one can immediately 
motivate an individual to become reliant on one’s 
Self in every sense of the term, either materially or 
spiritually. Therefore, in my reading, PM Modi has 
set a very worthy and lofty goal before ourselves, 
which is absolutely becoming of the ideals and 
aspirations of the inheritors and inhabitants of a 
civilisational state such as Bhārat. We must rise to 
the call of this fundamental principle and virtue of 
transcending the material and seeking the Atman 
in every sphere of our activity in this life, an ideal 
that the Hon’ble Prime Minister has alluded to.  

And so, it is up to us – that is, the inheritors 
and inhabitants that I have just mentioned – to 
work out the contours and the details of this 
goal, namely Ᾱtmanirbharatā, and articulate its 
fuller and bigger implications in our public and 
private lives as the ambassadors for our Bhāratiya 
civilisation. 

The high-modernist ideology, which dominates 
the thinking and policy decisions of the Modern 
States the world over like a ghost possessing a 
person (to borrow Ᾱcārya K.C. Bhattacharya’s 
phrase), provides the state with a strong desire 
and incentive to implement a modernising project 
which conflicts with the civilisational experience 
of Bhārat. To give an example, the high-modernist 
ideology prescribes an ever-growing role of the 
state, enabled by greater access to and control of 
information, with far-reaching implications for 
the social and private lives of its citizens. In the 
Bhāratiya context, this implies a rapid shrinking 
of the roles played by the family and samāja in the 
social sphere, as well as a gradual erosion of the 
centuries-old indigenous (and inexpensive) modes 
of dispensing local governance and justice, such as 
at the congregation of villagers presided over by 
the elders of the village community. In short, an 
ever-growing role of the state is bound to diminish 
the reach and power of the more organic forms 

of human association (which have, in addition, 
traditionally played a significant role in mediating 
between individuals / local communities and the 
state) and replace them with more artificial forms 
of human association such as the political party. 

Let us try to identify and locate (on the World’s 
Map of Ideas, so to speak) the source(s) of this 
high-modernist ideology and its various avatars 
which majorly shape the outlook of the Modern 
State in today’s world. The Late Sir Roger Scruton, 
British philosopher and author, liked to praise 
the Western civilisation by evoking its unique 
contributions to humanity as well as its capacity 
and capaciousness to contain and absorb elements 
from diverse cultures and traditions of the world. 
This, Sir Roger believed, was an evidence of the 
universal quality of that civilisation. But in doing 
so, Sir Roger failed to appreciate the distinctions 
between appropriation and universalisation. 
The latter of the two may be understood as a 
function or characteristic property of universal 
ideas, which may be anything from a spiritual 
influence to a scientific theory, or the discovery 
of a hitherto unknown geographical territory 
or field of knowledge, or the repercussions of a 
revolutionary technological invention. However, 
the former, viz. appropriation is a political weapon 
which is wielded either by force or deception or 
both. Hence, we must keep the distinction between 
appropriation and universalisation in mind at all 
times. Failing to do so always invariably leads to 
what Ᾱcārya K.C. Bhattacharya has called ‘political 
and cultural subjection’. (Bhattacharya 1928)        

Nowadays we frequently speak of a ‘civilisational 
state’ in opposition to (or at least in comparison 
to) the concept of ‘nation-state’. Over time, this 
particular debate has gained prominence and 
in recent decades it has spilled over the narrow 
discipline-specific boundaries of political theory 
in keeping with the steady rise of Asian giants 
(especially China) and the concomitant unfolding 
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of certain economic and political events in the 
world arena. In the past century, we had seen 
Japan’s encounter with the West: a remarkable 
affair in which the former attempted to meet 
the Western civilisation on the latter’s terms, 
producing mixed results. We are yet to see the final 
outcomes of China’s ambitious strivings. But what 
about the other colossus of Asiatic civilisations, 
namely, India? Whither are we bound?

This query brings to my mind a particular 
passage from Ramchandra Gandhi’s essay Indian 
Satyāgraha. Therein this twentieth-century 
philosopher asserts:

“But are we in India today self-confident 
and self-conscious, the conjunction of which 
has always been in actuality or as aspiration the 
foundation of our civilisation? Is an imitation 
of the Japanese or Chinese imitation of Western 
civilisation in its liberal or communist incarnation 
a valid Indian way to self-confidence, and is 
a violent internalisation of norms of western 
rationalism so-called and humanism so-called 
and secularism so-called a sane Indian way to self-
consciousness? They are not, they are destructive 
even at their best of our repressed but real sense 
of ṛta, cosmic order; dharma, social order; karma, 
personal order, which still animate our souls and 
in a bold new unfurling and development in the 
light of historical experience alone can preserve 
our distinctiveness as a civilisation without cutting 
ourselves off from the world or from our own 
roots” (Gandhi 1984)

Ramchandra Gandhi presents a powerful 
critique of the Western Civilisation in the 
short passage quoted above. He identifies three 
strands from the value-based framework which 
is essentially Western and which informs and 
animates the Modern State. These three strands, as 
enumerated by Gandhi, are western rationalism, 
western humanism, and western secularism. It is 

important to add the qualifier ‘western’ before each 
of these three terms because the understanding of 
the concepts they represent and their evolution 
through time and space are rooted in the 
historical experience of the West. These historical 
phenomena are: the Enlightenment, Reformation 
(within the Christian religion in Europe), 
the Industrial Revolution, and Colonialism. 
Ramchandra Gandhi questions the very process 
through which these three strands are internalised 
by non-western civilisations and cultures. He calls 
it a “violent” process. Such characterisation is not 
due to any bias against the Western Civilisation 
on Ramchandra Gandhi’s part. Instead, it is due to 
his panoramic understanding of Western history 
as well as his command over the philosophical 
concepts and cultural movements which 
drove that history. In addition, the paragraph 
quoted above demonstrates that Ramchandra 
Gandhi is also acutely aware of the catastrophic 
sociocultural consequences and the steep human 
cost of the imitation of the Western Civilisation 
or the “violent internalisation” of an essentially 
western value-based framework attempted by two 
Asian civilisations/cultures: first Japan and then 
China. One may add that such internalisation 
may be characterised as violent on grounds other 
than economic, political, and sociocultural: 
the epistemic violence of replacing one set of 
values, ideas, and ideals with another “without 
comparison or competition” attacks the very spirit 
of a civilisation and is by no means less serious; as a 
matter of fact, some thinkers, such as Ᾱcārya K.C. 
Bhattacharya, would argue that such epistemic 
violence is more insidious, harmful, and hence 
more serious than the other kinds. (Bhattacharya 
1928)         

Therefore, I’d argue that such policy 
formulations and implementation as would act 
in furtherance of this high-modernist ideology 
and its various avatars (capitalism, liberalism, 
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neoliberalism, socialism, communism etc.) will 
be detrimental to India’s traditional institutions of 
samāja, family, and her own unique civil society 
which is formed at the intersection of these two, 
and above all, it will be detrimental to the very 
civilisational character of India.  We should 
understand that the conception of the state and its 
role in the high-modernist framework is 

“[F]undamentally opposed to the Indic 
conception of the state and its role – wherein 
the state has been designed in such a way that it 
remains subservient to the overarching structure 
and institutions of the samāja. Here, the state 
becomes a functional instrument of the samāja; 
and it is the samāja which takes care of education, 
healthcare, and even public works to a considerable 
extent through its various institutions, of which 
the principal ones are family and svadharma. This 
characteristically Indic relationship between the 
higher-order samāja and the lower-order state is 
something that has been clearly articulated in the 
literature of our smriti, and the same thing has 
been articulated for the Modern (i.e., post-British 
invasion) Indian by none other than Rabindranath 
Tagore in his Bangla essay Svadeśī Samāj, written 
in 1904.” (Krishna and Datta 2020)

Here in this essay by Tagore, we come across 
a full theoretical and historical treatment and 
interpretation of Ᾱtmanirbharatā or Self-reliance 
“in the profoundest sense of the term, when the 
samāja would not have to look up to the state for 
each and every essential service that it requires. 
Such dependence only breeds weakness and that 
weakness paves the way for tyrannical power 
and all forms of perverse corruption in the state 
machinery.” (Krishna and Datta 2020) According 
to this worldview, politics is subservient to (or only 
a second-order supplementary organ, if not a mere 
contraption, compared to) the more organic first-
order principle of Dharma, of which the trio of 
family, svadharma and samāja are the instruments.       

The keen observer may also identify “echoes of 
the same Indic formulation of samāja and the state 
in Mahatma Gandhi’s Hind Swaraj as well. There’s 
absolutely no doubt that we need to invest a good 
deal of thinking and action in state-building 
exercises”, because, after all, “the state is an essential 
instrument for safeguarding our dharma and our 
civilisation”. (Krishna and Datta 2020)  But we 
must never lose sight of the fact that the state that 
will serve our purpose and fulfil our civilisational 
mission – the fire that our ancestors have long 
kept aflame through countless generations – must 
be the kind of state that has definite Bhāratiya 
civilisational underpinnings, as interpreted 
articulately by authoritative civilisational thinkers 
of Bhārat – from Yājñyavalkya and Vyāsa on one 
hand to Cāṇakya, Tagore, and Sri Aurobindo on 
the other – that is, Rishis possessing a direct and 
intimate contact with the transcendent, men and 
women who derived their authority not from a 
pursuit of material power, but from a pursuit of 
excellence guided by Truth. Vande Mātaram! 
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If Put Into Action, NMP will be as 
Big a Reform as GST

Pratim Ranjan Bose

n August 23, even before the Union 
finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
launched the Rs 6,00,000 crore 

National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) till 2024-
25; prominent CPI(M) leader Sitaram Yechury 
referred to it as “naked loot of national assets”. In 
the next few hours, Rahul Gandhi joined the fray 
to oppose the “sale of assets”.

The knee-jerk reaction to the monetisation 
plan is a reminder of a now obsolete political 
thought that had held back the country’s 
infrastructure growth for so long, thereby 
creating the greatest impediment before growth 
in income and prosperity.

The truth is, NMP can at best be equated to 
giving your vacant house on rent and thereby 
covering the opportunity cost (of blocked finance 
or paying EMI on it) and generating positive 
yield. It’s not a sale of assets but leveraging idle 
assets, that anyone with an iota of knowledge in 
finance does at the personal level.

It put into action, asset monetisation can be 
as big a second-generation reform, as GST. Both 
the ideas incidentally were mooted at least two 
decades back. One is implemented in 2017. The 
other one is now taken forward with full vigour.

After 75 years of Independence and 30 years 
of liberalization, India is poised to leave the need-

O

based economic model behind forever. Merely a 
four or six-lane highway doesn’t matter anymore. 
We need to revise all those speed limits drastically 
upwards. People are ready to pay for speed and 
more efficient production that fetches higher 
value.

All developed countries followed this curve. 
Deng Xiao Ping steered China to this mode 
in barely two years after Mao’s death, so did 
Southeast Asia. Travel across Thailand and the 
infrastructure is distinctly better and so is their 
export performance.

Recently Vietnam followed the same model to 
triple export revenue to India’s level in 10 years.  
While Bangladesh was banking on cheap labour 
to dominate the readymade garment exports 
market; Vietnam surpassed it with costlier labour 
but more efficient processes. From the second 
position in the RMG export map, Bangladesh is 
now relegated to third.

As an early and disciplined mover, China 
had the advantage of dumping the barbie doll 
economics for highly automated processes 

The Narendra Modi government wants 
to break this vicious cycle. Not only 

is it serious about infrastructure but, 
unlike the previous Manmohan Singh 

government that was best at the ‘planning 
and announcement’ department; the 

Modi government took upon itself the 
less glorious task of completing the entire 

backlog of projects and going for more, 
like the Bullet train.
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in a rather phased manner. India wasted that 
opportunity by listening to Mr Yechuris and going 
back and forth on reforms. China allowed private 
commercial mining in 1978. We took another 40 
years.

Results are visible. Look at our export basket. 
We are neither here nor there. Three decades after 
liberalization, India’s export basket is dominated 
by low-value commodities - iron ore, cotton etc. 
We are a poor performer on both man-made 
and cotton fibre-based textiles exports. When it 
comes to technology products, we are nowhere 
near China.

The India-China development gap became as 
wide as 30 to 40 years and we have to invest in 
infrastructure, processes at an exponential rate 
to remain in the race. But that needs money. 
China, South Asia adopted the export economy 
model and they religiously invested the surplus in 
infrastructure creation. We neither had a surplus 
nor were we serious about infra creation.

The Narendra Modi government wants to 
break this vicious cycle. Not only is it serious 
about infrastructure but, unlike the previous 
Manmohan Singh government that was best at 
the ‘planning and announcement’ department; 
the Modi government took upon itself the less 
glorious task of completing the entire backlog 

Over the last seven years, highway 
construction peaked across the country. 

Roughly $10 billion worth of expressways 
is under construction in Uttar Pradesh 

alone. Add to that the rush for the 
creation of urban rapid transport.

Transport is just one segment of 
infrastructure. From the limited agenda 

of rural electrification, we are now 
moving towards 24X7 electricity for all.

Photo Credit: www.newindianexpress.com
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of projects and going for more, like the Bullet 
train.

That needs money. 

Take northeast India for example. 
Approximately $12 billion (at current exchange) 
worth of road infrastructure is under construction. 
Another $16 billion of road infrastructure is in 
the pipeline. Add another $ 5 billion estimated 
cost for connecting all north-eastern capitals 
by rail. Then huge investments in infra creation 
in Bangladesh and Myanmar to give the region 
wider logistics and access choices.

Think of the entire country and the bill is 
mind-blowing.

Only one Bullet train line will cost nearly 
$13 billion. The Western and Eastern DFCs 
(dedicated freight corridor) together (2800 km) 
will cost an estimated $11 billion. Announced 
in 2006, the projects achieved little progress till 
2014. Now they are nearing completion. And the 
government wants to extend the DFC network.

Over the last seven years, highway 
construction peaked across the country. 
Roughly $10 billion worth of expressways is 
under construction in Uttar Pradesh alone. 
Add to that the rush for the creation of urban 
rapid transport.

Transport is just one segment of 
infrastructure. From the limited agenda of rural 
electrification, we are now moving towards 
24X7 electricity for all. This needs tremendous 
investment in the grid and distribution network. 
24X7 electricity means huge capacity redundancy.

Renewable capacities increased by more than 
three times from 29 GW (gigawatt) to 100 GW in 
seven years. To support this infirm electricity, we 
need more investment in transmission. Clearly, 
we are paying more for creating wider choices 
and that’s needed.

The rapid increase in the use of electricity 
will not only improve quality of life but will also 
reduce our dependence on imported oil and 
gas. Induction heaters became popular. They 
are replacing the need for imported liquified 
petroleum gas.

Railways alone consume 40 percent of diesel. 
Electrification of tracks will replace that demand. 
Similarly, the popularization of electric vehicles 
will replace the demand for petrol. They will serve 
a dual purpose. On the one hand, import bills will 
be checked. On the other hand, refiners will have 
more free capacities to tap the export demand.

It’s a complex game. The Digital India initiative 
unlocked huge opportunities in the e-commerce 
segment. Small-time meal suppliers in cities 
now have wider market access. Cash collection 
increases the chances of theft and pilferage. The 
supplier can now send food by a delivery boy 
and collect payment through digital wallets like 
Google Pay, PhonePe etc. The entire business 
stands on quality mobile data connectivity.

The big question is who will pay for it? Private 
investment doesn’t come easy in infra creation 
due to the long gestation period. Banks don’t 
lend money for roads and highways either.  
Government cannot keep borrowing and 
endanger the fiscal balance. They need to recycle 
finance. There are some long-term investors, but 
they need the right vehicles.

NMP aims to create those vehicles. It is not 
going to sell highways, simply because there 
are no takers for that.  No one is ready to block 
billions of dollars and wait for 25-30 years for 
returns. Circulation of money is key to business.

The arguments are not difficult to understand, 
provided of course they are willing to. 

(The writer is a veteran journalist and public 
policy expert. Views expressed are his own.) 
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Central Govt Announces Bounties for Ladakh UT
Union Cabinet Clears Projects for Corporation and Central University

P P Wangchuk

adakh had a joyous celebration 
recently to mark the completion of 
two years after it became a Union 

Territory (UT) on August 5, 2019. It was on this 
day that the erstwhile Jammu and Kashmir State 
was bifurcated into two UTs, J&K and Ladakh, by 
abrogating Article 370 and Article 35 that gave 
the erstwhile State special privileges, mainly its 
own Constitution and flag.

In the Leh region, Ladakh Member of 
Parliament, Jamyang Tsering Namgyal, led the 
celebrations with thousands of local people 
dancing away the whole day in the local market. 
Their sense of fulfilment after 70 years of sweat 
and struggle and loss of several lives for the UT 
cause was exhibited in their exuberance in non-
stop dancing and singing.

Ever since Ladakh became a UT, it has 
never looked back. Its development in terms of 
infrastructure has taken a galloping speed as there 
is no lack of Central govt plans, fully supported 
by ample funds.

The latest and perhaps the most meaningful 
announcement by the Central Govt for Ladakh 
was the establishment of an Integrated Multi-
purpose Corporation for Ladakh UT. This 
corporation will have a share capital of Rs 25 
crore, and will be the first such organisation 

L

dedicated to the region’s welfare. Apart from 
infrastructure, the corporation will also lay stress 
on industry, tourism, transport, handicraft and 
marketing of local products, among other things. 
The entire project is based on the ideals of the 
goal of Atmanirbhar Bharat that has the aim of 
realisation of employment generation, and the 
overall inclusive and integrated development of 
both the regions of Leh and Kargil. 

This decision was taken by the Union Cabinet, 
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In 
order to run the corporation effectively and 
efficiently, the Cabinet also approved the creation 
of the post of a Managing Director in the pay scale 
of Rs 1,44,200-2,18,200. And, of the Rs 25 crore 
share capital, the recurring expenditure will be 
approximately Rs 2.42 crore per annum. Experts 
believe that the project has a great potentiality 
of creating thousands of jobs, and the overall 
socio-economic development of the region and 
its people.  

The L-G’s vision 
The impact of such a project can be seen in 

multi-dimensional areas. One of the problems for 
Ladakhis has been the development and marketing 
of its products, and the proper use of their services. 
It is in this regard that the corporation comes in 
to take care of such problems. The Lt-Governor of 
Ladakh, R K Mathur, announced on the occasion 
of the two years’ completion as UT, that his 
priorities were categorised into three broad areas: 
Further development of infrastructure; to have 
world-class education system; and creating jobs 
for the local youth. He said that infrastructure 
and good education were in themselves a great 
means to create jobs for the jobless. He added 
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that hundreds of jobs had been already provided 
to the local youth, and the coming years will have 
many more job vacancies.

He, however, reminded the people that right 
now there is a little hurdle in giving jobs for the 
local youth because the Central government was 
yet to decide on how to go about the question: 
Who is a Ladakhi? Are we to go by the erstwhile 
J&K state definition of a Ladakhi, or by any 
other yardstick? He assured the people that the 
Central government was engaged with the local 
representatives on the issue, and that a solution 
would emerge soon. And, once that is done, 
giving jobs would become quite easy, the L-G said. 
He understands, he said, that unemployment is a 
problem right now, but that is a temporary issue. 
Once the job criteria are fixed, there won’t be any 
unemployment issue, he added.

 Central University
Along with the corporation to take care of 

developmental activities, the Union Cabinet also 
approved another big project - the establishment 
of a Central University in Ladakh. Tentatively, 
to be known as Sindhu Central University of 
Ladakh, this will give a big flip to the education 
system in the region. This comes as a big boon 
for those students who cannot afford to go out of 
Ladakh to have higher education in their choice of 
subjects. Right now, most of the students have to 
go to Delhi, Chandigarh, Jammu and other states 
for pursuing their interests in higher education. 
But not all Ladakhi students can afford to have 
higher education outside their region.

This Central university plan carries weight all 
the more because it will take the shape of reputed 
universities of yore, like Nalanda and Taxila. As a 
result, this university will be the seat of knowledge 
and research work not only for Ladakhi students 
but for others in India and abroad, particularly 
South Asia.

The university, at a cost of Rs 750 crore, will 
be set up at Khaltse, a beautiful place and equi-
distant from Leh and  Kargil cities, the twin 
districts of Ladakh. The distance from Kargil 
south to the farthest eastern side of Leh is 
approximately 400 kms, and Khaltse is the mid-
point from the farthest points of the two districts. 
This decision was taken recently by the Lt-
Governor after hearing both the sides. There were 
demands from both the sides of Leh and Kargil 
that the university should be located somewhere 
near their cities. And it was impossible to have 
a consensus on such demands. Even Khaltse as 
the location of the university is not acceptable to 
some people on both the sides.   

Carbon-free region
 Another big Central gift for Ladakh is to make 

it a model region not only for India but for the 
entire world, by turning it into a carbon-free 
zone. This ambitious project can be achieved but 
would take a long time. To begin with, the local 
administration will gradually reduce the carbon-
emitting sources of energy, and will start having 
solar and renewal energy to sustain not only the 
environment but even the energy sources too.

Ladakh was among the first places in India 
way back in the 1960s to experiment on solar 
energy because of the intensity of the sun’s heat in 
the region as it has a highly rarefied atmosphere. 
And, moreover, Ladakh’s sky remains clear most 
of the year as the rains are very scanty in the 
region. Experts say Ladakh has the potential to 
produce 23 GW (23,000 MW) of solar power per 
annum.

Besides that, Ladakh is very rich in hot and 
boiling water springs in many areas. There are 
already experiments being done how to tap 
these resources for energy production. These 
hot springs have been used, traditionally, to 
cure certain types of illnesses, and people from 
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all over the world visit and make the best use of 
them. There is a local saying, albeit not founded 
on scientific basis, that these hot springs can cure 
any illness barring those cases where surgery is 
needed.

Wind-power: Yet another natural and 
renewable natural source of energy in Ladakh 
could be wind-power. Ladakh is among the 
windiest regions anywhere in the world. 
Therefore, the potentiality of harnessing wind-
energy is enormous in Ladakh, as experts say 
that the region has the potentiality of producing 
one lakh MW of wind energy per annum. And 
it is a matter of time before these ambitious 
projects become feasible and are implemented. 
The Central government is fully aware of such 
possibilities.

Ladakh is also rich in minerals of various 
kinds. And there are already plans to exploit its 
natural resources. Experts say Ladakh is known 
to have: Arsenic ores, and this kind of minerals 
are used in manufacturing medicines for several 
purposes. And then it has also known to have a 
lot of bauxite. This mineral is of great value in 
the sense that it can be used, among others, in 
making utensils and refractory bricks.

Borax is another mineral that is yet to be 
exploited in the region. This mineral too is used 
in making medicines and boric acid. The famous 
lake, Tsokar Lake, in the deserts of eastern 
Ladakh, is said to be the depository of rich borax. 
And, finally, coal deposits are in plenty in the 
region, and that can be used as fuel and industrial 
mineral. This mineral is found in the form of 
anthracite and bituminous substances.

Strategic importance
 The Central government has a special interest 

in Ladakh because of its geographical position 
and historical background, with China and 
Pakistan surrounding it from the north and the 

west, respectively. And the incidents of clashes 
and wars that took place in these regions in the 
recent and distant past can’t be forgotten easily. 
All safety measures to build Ladakh in a manner 
that it can challenge any threat, be it from the 
north or the west, are being put in place. As 
China is building up infrastructure and villages 
along the LAC, which is 3,844 km from Pakistan 
in the west to Arunachal Pradesh in the north-
east, India too has already taken steps to build up 
its infrastructure along the LAC, and will further 
strengthen them. Several airfields and helipads 
are already built and many more are in the offing. 
By the way, China always says that the LAC is only 
2,000 km, thereby assuming and claiming certain 
parts in the north-east of India to be theirs. 

It was with these points in view that the Central 
government had sanctioned, in 2020-2021, a sum 
of Rs 5,958 crore in its first full year as UT. This 
was a huge grant the like of which Ladakh had 
never received in its existence as an integral part 
of the Union of India. As a part of the erstwhile 
J&K state, Ladakh used to get funds in ‘trickles’ 
that could not be good enough even for repairing 
purposes, forget about taking up of new projects. 
Now that the Central funds are pouring in, the 
Ladakhis are confident that their aspirations 
would be taken care of, and that they can hope to 
live a life that is decent and fruitful, a life that will 

In the Leh region, Ladakh Member of 
Parliament, Jamyang Tsering Namgyal, 
led the celebrations with thousands of 
local people dancing away the whole 

day in the local market. Their sense of 
fulfilment after 70 years of sweat and 
struggle and loss of several lives for 
the UT cause was exhibited in their 

exuberance in non-stop dancing and 
singing.
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be graceful and worth living, and not requiring to 
beg for every minor need of comfort.   

Easy connectivity
A key factor in developmental activities is easy 

connectivity. Ladakh has been all through the ages 
at a disadvantage because of lack of connectivity 
during the six months of winter season when all 
the approach routes, be it Zojila near Sonamarg 
in Kashmir or Rohtang Pass near Manali, are 
closed for six months because of heavy snowfall. 
The Central government is quite aware of these 
hurdles, and is trying to speed up the tunnel work 
at Zojila and other places on the Manali side. An 
easy-access route is also being done to connect 
Nimoo village, 36 kms from Leh city, with Darcha 
in Himachal Pradesh. This route will cut travelling 
time by at least 12 hours, from Pathankot to Leh. 
For the Indian Army too, this route would be of a 
great strategic importance for quick access to the 
LAC areas in times of emergency. Transportation 
of troops, ammunition and ration materials could 
get a big boost.  

And, in the education sector, the announcement 
of a Central university, a seat of learning and 

research for students across Asia, is going to be a 
game-changer. All these activities and fresh ones 
to come in the times ahead will be taken care of 
by the multi-purpose corporation for Ladakh UT. 
The corporation will be headed by a Managing 
Director who will steer clear all the projects for 
a new Ladakh UT that will stand up with great 
pride as the real crown of Mother India!   

To sum up, the developmental progress in the 
region in the last two years have come as a dream-
come-true for Ladakhis.  After the fulfilment 
of their demand for UT just two years ago, the 
strategically important border region has taken 
leaps and bounds in developmental activities. 
Several projects to reduce distances in the hilly 
and rocky region, to tap the local resources like 
water, wind and sun power for energy production 
have been launched. More significantly, the plan 
to turn the region into a carbon-free zone as a 
model in the country, has a hearty welcome by 
the local people. 

(The writer is a New Delhi-based Editor-at-
large, columnist and profession speaker. The 

views expressed are his own)

Photo Credit: www.idelish.com



Policy Opinion

18The Nationalist I July-August 2021

भारतीय स्वतंत्रता संग्राम का स्वरूप व्यापक 
रहा ह।ै इसका विस्तार महानगरों से लेकर गांव और 
वनवासी क्षेत्रों तक था। इस श्रृंखला में अनगिनत ज्ञात 

अज्ञात सेनानी हुए। जिन्होंने अपना जीवन दशे के लिए समर्पित कर 
दिया। इन्होंने विदशेी आक्रांताओ ं की यातना झलेी,लेकिन अपने 
लक्ष्य से पीछे नहीं हटे। इन सभी लोगों ने राष्ट्र को सर्वोच्च माना। 
इसलिए सहज रूप से राष्ट्र की सेवा में समर्पित रह।े इस ध्येय मार्ग से 
विचलित नहीं हुए। आज दशे स्वतन्त्र ह।ै अब दशे को शक्तिशाली 
बनाना आवश्यक ह।ै इस कार्य में भी दशेभक्ति का वैसा ही जज्बा 
होना चाहिए। इसके लिए महापरुूषों से प्रेरणा लेनी चाहिए। आजादी 
के अमतृ महोत्सव ने इसका अवसर उपलब्ध कराया ह।ै कें द्र सरकार 
ने गहन विचार विमर्श के बाद इस समारोह की रचना की ह।ै प्रधानमतं्री 
नरेंद्र मोदी ने कहा कि किसी राष्ट्र का भविष्य तभी उज्ज्वल होता 
ह,ैजब वह अपने अतीत के अनभुवों और विरासत के गर्व से पल 
पल जडु़ा रहता ह।ै भारत के पास तो गर्व करने के लिए अथाह भडंार 
ह,ैसमदृ्ध इतिहास ह,ैचतेनामय सांस्कृति क विरासत ह।ै इस सभी से 
दशे की वर्तमान पीढ़ी प्रेरणा ले सकती ह।ैअमतृ उत्सव के शभुारंभ 
के लिए बारह मार्च का दिन तय किया गया था। महात्मा गांधी ने 
इसी दिन दांडी मार्च प्रारंभ की थी। इस नमक सत्याग्रह की इक्यानवीं 
वर्षगांठ नरेंद्र मोदी ने साबरमती आश्रम से अमतृ महोत्सव का 
शभुारंभ किया। अहमदाबाद के साबरमती आश्रम से 12 मार्च,1930 
को 78 सत्याग्रहियों के साथ नवसारी जिले के समदु्रतटीय गांव दांडी 
के लिए कूच किया था।

अगं्रेजों के नमक काननू के विरोध में गांधीजी ने तीन सौ छाछठ 
किलोमीटर पैदल दांडी मार्च कर छह अप्रैल 1930 को सांकेतिक 
रूप से नमक बनाकर अगं्रेजी काननू को तोड़ा था। यह अमतृ 
महोत्सव दशे के पचहत्तर स्थानों पर मनाया गया। महोत्सव को जन 
उत्सव के रूप में मनाया जाएगा। यह सप्ताह तक चलेगा। स्वतन्त्रता 
दिवस पर इसका समापन होगा। नरेंद्र मोदी ने कहा था कि आजादी 
का यह पर्व एक ऐसा होना चाहिए जिसमें स्वाधीनता संग्राम की 

राष्ट्रीय चेतना का अमृत महोत्सव
भावना और उसका त्याग साक्षात अनभुव हो सके। दशे के सवा 
सौ करोड़ दशेवासियों की जनभागीदारी को लेकर यह आजादी का 
उत्सव मनाया जाए। नरेंद्र मोदी ने विगत सात वर्षो में अनेक महापरुुषों 
को उचित सम्मान दिया ह।ै अडंमान में नेताजी सभुाष ने दशे की 
पहली आज़ाद सरकार बनाकर तिरंगा फहराया था। वर्तमान सरकार ने 
भव्य आकार दिया ह।ै जालियाँवाला बाग स्मारक,पाइका आदंोलन 
स्मारक आदि पर काम किया गया। इसी प्रकार बाबा साहबे से जडु़े 
स्थान दशकों से उपेक्षित थे। वर्तमान कें द्र सरकार ने उसका भी विकास 
दशे ने पंचतीर्थ के रूप में किया गया। दांडी यात्रा से जडु़े स्थल का 
पनुरुद्धार दशे ने दो साल पहले ही परूा किया था।नरेंद्र मोदी ने कहा 
कि दशे के कोने कोने से कितने ही दलित, आदिवासी,महिलाए ंऔर 
यवुा हैं जिन्होंने दशे को आजाद कराने के लिए असंख्य तप त्याग 
किए। काकोरी की राष्ट्रीय घटना को लटू कांड कहना गलत था। यह 
शब्द अगं्रेजों ने दिया था। स्वतन्त्रता के बाद भी यही चलता रहा। 
ब्रिटिश दासता के दौरान काकोरी में सरकारी खजाने पर अधिकार 
मात्र नहीं किया गया था। बल्कि यह ब्रिटिश सत्ता को चतेावनी भी 
थी।  क्रांतिकारी सरकारी खजाने पर कब्जा करके ब्रिटिश सत्ता को 
सीधी चनुौती दनेा चाहते थे। उनका मानना था कि इस खजाने पर 
विदशेियों का नहीं भारतीयों का अधिकार ह।ै क्योंकि भारतीयों 
द्वारा दिये गए कर व लगान से ही इसे संग्रहित किया गया ह।ै 
योगी सरकार ने काकोरी कांड का नाम बदलकर काकोरी ट्रेन एक्शन 
कर दिया ह।ै सरकार का मानना ह ैकि कांड शब्द भारत के स्वतंत्रता 
संग्राम के तहत इस घटना के अपमान की भावना को दर्शाता ह।ै इस 
वजह से इसका नाम बदला गया ह।ै काकोरी के क्रांतिकारी जानते 
थे कि इसके बाद ब्रिटिश सत्ता उन्हें जीवित नहीं रहने दगेी। फिर 
भी वह इसके माध्यम से दशे को जागरूक बनाना चाहते थे। इसके 

को
डॉ दिलीप अग्निहोत्री

 राम प्रसाद बिस्मिल के नेतृत्व में अशफाख उल्ला 
खां,पंडित चंद्रशेखर आजाद व अन्य सहयोगियों की 

सहायता से खजाने पर अधिकार कर लिया था। अंग्रेजी 
सत्ता ने हिन द्ुस्तान रिपब्लिकन ऐसोसिएशन के चालीस 

क्रान्तिकारियों पर मुकदमा चलाया था।  जिसमें 
राजेन्द्रनाथ लाहिड़ी,पण्डित राम प्रसाद बिस्मिल, 

अशफाक उल्ला खाँ तथा ठाकुर रोशन सिहं को मृत्यु-
दण्ड सुनायी गयी।
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अलावा अगं्रेजो के विरुद्ध संघर्ष के लिए धन की भी आवश्यकता 
थी। इसके लिए राम प्रसाद बिस्मिल ने अगं्रेजी सरकार का खजाना 
लटूने की योजना बनायी थी। राजेंद्रनाथ लाहिरी ने 9 अगस्त 
1925 को लखनऊ जिले के काकोरी रेलवे स्टेशन से छूटी पैसेन्जर 
ट्रेन को चने खींच कर रोका था। राम प्रसाद बिस्मिल के नेततृ्व में 
अशफाख उल्ला खां,पंडित चदं्रशखेर आजाद व अन्य सहयोगियों 
की सहायता से खजाने पर अधिकार कर लिया था। अगं्रेजी सत्ता ने 
हिन्दुस्तान रिपब्लिकन ऐसोसिएशन के चालीस क्रान्तिकारियों पर 
मकुदमा चलाया था।  जिसमें राजेन्द्रनाथ लाहिड़ी,पण्डित राम प्रसाद 
बिस्मिल, अशफाक उल्ला खाँ तथा ठाकुर रोशन सिंह को मतृ्यु-
दण्ड सनुायी गयी। इस प्रकरण में सोलह अन्य क्रान्तिकारियों को 
कम से कम चार वर्ष की सजा से लेकर अधिकतम काला पानी की 
सजा दी गई थी। मखु्यमतं्री योगी आदित्यनाथ भारतीय इतिहास की 
शौर्य गाथाओ ंसे राष्ट्रीय स्वाभिमान के जागरण का सन्देश दतेे ह।ै 
उनका कहना ह ैकि विदशेी दासता से मकु्ति हते ुमहान सेनानियों के 
बलिदान से सदवै प्रेरणा लेनी चाहिए। उन्होंने राष्ट्रहित को सर्वोच्च 
माना। भारत माता को स्वतन्त्र कराने के लिए अपना जीवन बलिदान 
कर दिया। वर्तमान पीढ़ी को ऐसे प्रसंगों से अवगत कराने के लिए 
ही योगी आदित्यनाथ ने चौरी चौरा घटना के शताब्दी समारोह का 
आयोजन कराया था। इस आयोजन से अनेक ऐसे तथ्य प्रकाश में 
आये,जिन्हें इतिहास में समचुित स्थान नहीं मिला। चौरी चौरा के 
आसपास रहने वाले किसान ब्रिटिश सत्ता के विरुद्ध आदंोलन कर 

रह ेथे। घटना के बाद बड़े पैमाने पर किसानों का उत्पीड़न किया गया। 
मदन मोहन मालवीय ने आरोपियों के बचाव हते ुमकुदमा लड़ा था। 
योगी आदित्यनाथ ने चौरी चार घटना का शताब्दी समारोह परेू प्रदशे 
में गरिमा के साथ आयोजित कराया था। इससे यवुाओ ंव विद्यार्थियों 
को जोड़ने के भी प्रयास किये गए थे। इसी प्रकार काकोरी घटना को 
भी योगी आदित्यनाथ गरिमा के साथ आयोजित कराने को महत्व 
दतेे रह ेह।ै राष्ट्रीय भावना को ध्यान में रखकर प्रधानमतं्री नरेन्द्र मोदी 
और योगी आदित्यनाथ  के नेततृ्व में आजादी का अमतृ महोत्सव 
मनाया जा रहा ह।ै हम सभी को जाति धर्म से ऊपर उठकर दशे के 
विकास के लिये कार्य करना चाहिये। दशे के लिए कार्य करने का 
संकल्प लेना चाहिए। यह नहीं सोचना चाहिए  कि दशे ने हमको क्या 
दिया। बल्कि यह सोच ेकि हमने दशे के लिये क्या किया। आजादी 
का अमतृ महोत्सव नये विचारों, संकल्पों तथा आत्म निर्भरता का 
महोत्सव ह।ै यह स्वतंत्रता संग्राम सेनानियों, क्रांतिवीरों तथा सैनिकों 
को समर्पित ह।ै जिनके बलिदान से दशे की आजादी व हमारी सीमाए ं
सरुक्षित ह।ै दशे अगं्रेजी हुकूमत के आगे कभी नही झकुा। प्रथम 
स्वतन्त्रता संग्राम  ने अगं्रजों की नींव हिला दी थी। क्रांतिकारियों की 
सभी घटनायें इस बात की याद दिलाती ह ै कि हम एकजटु होकर, 
जाति धर्म से ऊपर उठकर राष्ट्र धर्म से जड़ेु और एक आत्मनिर्भर 
भारत का सपना साकार करे।

(लेखक हिन द्ू पीजी कॉलेज में एसोसिएट प्रोफे सर हैं. ये 
उनके निजी विचार हैं.)
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ते 15 अगस्त को दशे ने ना केवल अपना स्वतंत्रता 
दिवस मनाया बल्कि सनुहरी स्वाधीनता के अमतृ 
महोत्सव में भी प्रवेश किया। हमारा भारतवर्ष अब 

आजादी के 75 वर्ष का वृहद उत्सव मना रहा ह।ै यह  महोत्सव 
आगामी वर्ष 15 अगस्त तक जारी रहगेा और तब दशे को आजाद 
हुए 75 वर्ष परेू हो जाएगंे। निश्चित ही यह महोत्सव इगंित करता ह ैउस 
प्रतिज्ञा को जो समचू ेराष्ट्र ने एकजटु होकर पराधीनता के प्रतिकार के 
लिए ली थी। हर दशे की विकास यात्रा में एक समय ऐसा आता ह ैजब 
वह राष्ट्र खदु को एक नए सिरे से परिभाषित करता ह,ै जब वह नए 
संकल्पों के साथ खदु को आगे ले जाता ह।ै भारत की विकास यात्रा में 
आज वह समय आ गया ह।ै आज सरकारी योजनाओ ंने गति पकड़ी 
ह ैऔर अपने लक्ष्य तक पहुचं रही ह।ै 21वीं सदी में इसे नई ऊंचाइयों 
पर ले जाने के लिए भारत की क्षमताओ ंका परूी तरह से उपयोग करना 
आवश्यक ह।ै इसके लिए हमें उस वर्ग का हाथ थामना होगा जो पिछड़ 
रहा ह,ै जो क्षेत्र पिछड़ रहा ह।ै हमारा विकास समावेशी होना चाहिए। 
परू्वोत्तर क्षेत्र, जम्मू-कश्मीर, लद्दाख सहित हिमालयी क्षेत्र, तटीय क्षेत्र 
और आदिवासी क्षेत्र भविष्य में भारत के विकास की नींव रखेंगे। 
जैसे-जैसे आजाद भारत की आय ुबढ़ती जा रही ह,ै दशे में उस वर्ग 
का दायरा कम होता जा रहा ह ैजिन्होंने गलुाम भारत में जन्म लिया, 
परवरिश ली अथवा वे स्वयं स्वतंत्रता संग्राम सेनानी रह।े हर साल हम 
इन बहुमलू्य लोगों को खोते जा रह ेहैं जो हमारे दशे के इतिहास की 
एक अमलू्य थाती हैं। मौजदूा पीढ़ी ने भले ही उस दौर के किस्से सनेु 
हों लेकिन जिन लोगों ने वह दौर स्वयं जिया ह,ै उनके एक एक शब्द 
आज हमारे लिए विराट संपदा ह।ै भारत की स्वतंत्रता का क्षण इसके 
अनगिनत सेनानियों के समर्पण, संघर्ष एवं बलिदान की अजर-अमर-
अमिट गाथा स्वयं में संजोए हुए ह।ै यही कारण ह ैकि जब प्रधानमतं्री 

सद्भावना और सहभागिता की सीढि़यों 
से चढ़ें सफलता के सुनहरे सोपान : 

आज़ादी अमृत महोत्सव का आह्वान  
नरेंद्र मोदी ने 75वें स्वतंत्रता दिवस के मौके पर नई दिल्ली में लाल 
किले की प्राचीर से राष्ट्र को संबोधित किया तो सबसे पहले दशे के 
लिए अपने प्राणों की आहुति दनेे वाले भारत के स्वतंत्रता सेनानियों को 
श्रद्धांजलि दी। अपने संबोधन के दौरान प्रधानमतं्री ने भारत के ‘कोरोना 
योद्धाओ’ं को भी श्रद्धांजलि दी और कहा कि स्वास्थ्य पेशवेरों और 
अग्रिम पंक्ति के कार्यकर्ताओ ंने COVID-19 के खिलाफ लड़ाई में 
महत्वपरू्ण भमूिका निभाई। उन्होंने टोक्यो ओलंपिक के लिए भारतीय 
दल की भी सराहना की, दशेवासियों से उनकी उपलब्धि की सराहना 
करने का आग्रह किया। अमतृ महोत्सव के साथ ही इस साल से एक 
नई परिपाटी आरंभ की गई। दशे के विभाजन के दौरान भारत के लोगों 
के दर्द और कष्टों का सम्मान करने के लिए प्रधानमतं्री ने 14 अगस्त 
को विभाजन भयावह स्मरण दिवस के रूप में मनाने का निर्णय लिया 
ह।ै यह बात सत्य ह ैकि बीते समय में हमारा अखडं राष्ट्र एक नहीं दो 
बार विखडंित हुआ। अब तो यह तीन राष्ट्र राज्य के तौर पर वैश्विक 
परिदृश्य में शामिल हो चकुा ह ैलेकिन यह बात भी सत्य ह ैकि भारत 
एवं भारतीयता का मलू विचार, अवधारणा हजारों वर्षों की संस्कृति , 
सभ्यता की श्रृंखला के बीच ही पल्लवित हुआ ह।ै हमारी समावेशी 
संस्कृति  ही हमारा पर्याय ह,ै पहचान ह।ै वेदों के मतं्र वर्तमान में भी 
जीवंत हैं। हमारा दशे इतिहास एवं भगूोल तक ही सीमित नहीं ह,ै यह 
एक जीवंत अस्तित्व की प्रगाढ़ अभिव्यक्ति ह।ै यहां केवल विचार ही 
नहीं, वैचारिक संपदा के समानांतर अभ्यास भी समाहित ह।ै इसी दृष्टि 
का गीता में भी उल्लेख ह।ै यह दृष्टि सबको एक साथ, समान भाव से 
दखेने का आग्रह करती ह।ै इसी के चलते आज भारत ना केवल एक 
स्वतंत्र राष्ट्र के रूप में आगे बढ़ रहा ह ैबल्कि वह विश्व के उन्नत दशेों 
की अग्र पंक्ति में भी जा खड़ा हुआ ह।ै  

बीते सात दशकों से हमारा दशे कई चनुौतियों का सामना करते हुए 
लोकतांत्रिक मलू्यों पर खरा उतरा ह।ै विपरीत हालातों का प्रतिकार भी 
भरपरू किया ह।ै चूकंि यह दशे बहुत विशाल ह ैइसलिए इसमें व्याप्त 
समस्याए ंभी विविध एवं व्यापक हैं। कई जटिल समस्याओ ंसे जझूने 
के दौरान समय भी बदलता गया। ऐसे में हम अपनी त्रुटियों से सीख 
लेते हुए एवं सफलताओ ंसे उत्साहित होकर एक प्रगतिशील राष्ट्र के 
रूप में आगे बढ़ रह ेहैं। सर्जिकल स्ट्राइक और एयरस्ट्राइक कर हमने 
अपने दशु्मनों को एक नए भारत के उदय का संदशे दिया ह।ै इससे यह 

बी
नवोदित सक्तावत 
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भी पता चलता ह ैकि भारत कड़े फैसले ले सकता ह।ै आज आजादी 
के 75 साल होने आए हैं और अनेक मोर्चों पर अभी बहुत से कार्य 
शषे हैं। आम जनता के जीवन स‍्तर का उनंयन, बेहतर स्वास्थ्या एवं 
शिक्षा की व्यवस्था, प्रशासनिक कसावट एवं पारदर्शिता, रोजगार की 
उपलब्धता, संसाधनों की पर्याप्त उपलब्धता, भोजन एवं आवास की 
सहज व्यवस्था, राजनीतिक सत्ता का विकें द्रीकरण, नागरिक बोध में 
बढोतरी, आम एवं खास की कार्यक्षमता में वृद्धि एवं कार्यशलैी में 
गणुवत्ता आदि ऐसे बिद ुहैं, जहां हम आज भी कमियां पाते हैं। उन्हें 
परूा करना ही आज सबसे बड़ी चनुौती ह।ै सामान्य जीवन की इन 
समस्याओ ं के बीच परेू विश्व में व्याप्त कोरोना वायरस महामारी से 
निपटना आज बहुत बड़ी चनुौती ह।ै इस महामारी के दो चरणों से 
गजुर चकेु दशे ने अब संभलना शरुू कर दिया ह।ै कोविड टीकाकरण 
इसका श्रेष्ठ उदाहरण ह।ै जिस तन्मयता एवं प्रतिबद्धता के साथ जनता 
ने टीकाकरण में सरकारी मशीनरी का सहयोग किया ह,ै उससे इगंित 
होता ह ैकि दशे में का स्वास्थ्या-धन सरुक्षित एवं संरक्षित ह।ै भारतीयों 
ने इस लड़ाई (COVID) को बहुत धरै्य के साथ लड़ा ह।ै हमारे सामने 
कई चनुौतियां थीं लेकिन हमने हर क्षेत्र में असाधारण गति से काम 
किया। यह हमारे उद्योगपतियों और वैज्ञानिकों की ताकत का ही 
नतीजा ह ैकि आज भारत को टीकों के लिए किसी दसूरे दशे पर निर्भर 
रहने की जरूरत नहीं ह।ै हम गर्व से कह सकते हैं कि आज भारत में 

सबसे बड़ा COVID19 टीकाकरण कार्यक्रम चलाया जा रहा ह।ै 
अब तक 54 करोड़ से अधिक लोगों को वैक्सीन की खरुाक मिल 
चकुी ह।ै वर्तमान दौर की सबसे सकारात्मक बात यह ह ै कि आज 
वास्तव में स्वदशेी आदंोलन नए अर्थ पा रहा ह।ै दशे में बनी दोनों 
कोरोना वैक्सीन कोविशील्ड एवं कोवैक्सीन पर 50 करोड़ से अधिक 
आबादी विश्वास जताकर इसे ले चकुी ह,ै इससे बड़ा प्रमाण और भला 
क्या होगा। बस, राष्ट्र की शचुिता इसी प्रकार बनी रह।े दशे में प्रशासन 
हो या राजनीति, वहां महत‍्वपरू्ण पदों पर बैठे लोग आम जनता के प्रति 
ईमानदार, संवेदनशील हों एवं समाज की अतंिम पंक्ति में खड़े व्यक्ति 
को भी एक सच‍्च ेनागरिक होने का अहसास हो। उसे योजनाओ ंका 
लाभ मिले, अधिकार मिलें और बदले में वह अपने कर्तव्यों का परूी 
गंभीरता से पालन करे। आजादी का अमतृ महोत्सव हमें इन‍्हीं सारी 
बातों का आहवान करता ह।ै आइये हम सब इस महायज्ञ में सहभागी 
बनें। 

प्रधानमंत्री की मंशानुरूप अमृत  महोत्सवके दौरान मिलने 
वाली सुविधाए,ं चुनौतियां और दायित‍्व।

-- स्वतंत्रता के अमतृ महोत्सव के 75 सप्ताह में 75 वंद ेभारत ट्रेनें 
भारत के कोने-कोने से जडु़ेंगी।

-- आने वाले दिनों में पीएम गति शक्ति योजना, 100 लाख करोड़ 

Photo Credit: www.youngistan.in
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बीते सात दशकों से हमारा देश कई चुनौतियों का 
सामना करते हुए लोकतांत्रिक मूल्यों पर खरा उतरा है। 
विपरीत हालातों का प्रतिकार भी भरपूर किया है। चंूकि 
यह देश बहुत विशाल है इसलिए इसमें व्याप्त समस्याए ं
भी विविध एवं व्यापक हैं। कई जटिल समस्याओ ंसे 
जूझने के दौरान समय भी बदलता गया। ऐसे में हम 
अपनी त्रुटियों से सीख लेते हुए एवं सफलताओ ंसे 

उत्साहित होकर एक प्रगतिशील राष्ट्र के रूप में आगे 
बढ़ रहे हैं। सर्जिकल स्ट्राइक और एयरस्ट्राइक कर हमने 

अपने दुश्मनों को एक नए भारत के उदय का सदेंश 
दिया है। इससे यह भी पता चलता है कि भारत कड़े 

फैसले ले सकता है।

का राष्ट्रीय बनुियादी ढांचा मास्टर प्लान लॉन्च होगा, जो समग्र 
बनुियादी ढांच ेकी नींव बनाएगा और हमारी अर्थव्यवस्था को 
एक एकीकृत मार्ग प्रदान करेगा। 

-- जम्मू-कश्मीर में परिसीमन आयोग का गठन किया गया 
ह ै और भविष्य में विधानसभा चनुाव की तैयारी चल 
रही ह।ै एक ओर जहां लद्दाख आधनुिक बनुियादी ढांच े
का निर्माण दखे रहा ह,ै वहीं दसूरी ओर सिंध ु कें द्रीय 
विश्वविद्यालय लद्दाख को उच्च शिक्षा का कें द्र बनाएगा। 
भारत इलेक्ट्रिक मोबिलिटी की ओर बढ़ गया ह ैऔर वर्ष 2030 
तक शदु्ध-शनू्य कार्बन उत्सर्जक बनने के उद्देश्य से भारतीय रेलवे 
के 100 प्रतिशत विद्युतीकरण पर काम चल रहा ह।ै

-- प्रधानमतं्री ने जलवाय ुपरिवर्तन को दखेते हुए राष्ट्रीय हाइड्रोजन 
मिशन की घोषणा की ह।ै हमें भारत को ग्रीन हाइड्रोजन के 
उत्पादन और निर्यात का हब बनाना ह।ै

-- आज हम अपने गांवों को तेजी से बदलते हुए दखेते हैं। पिछले 
कुछ वर्षों में सड़क और बिजली जैसी सवुिधाए ंगांवों तक पहुचंी 
हैं। आज ऑप्टिकल फाइबर नेटवर्क  गांवों को डेटा की शक्ति 
प्रदान कर रहा ह,ै वहां इटंरनेट पहुचं रहा ह।ै गांवों में भी डिजिटल 
उद्यमी तैयार हो रह ेहैं।

-- आने वाले वर्षों में हमें दशे के छोटे किसानों की सामहूिक शक्ति 
को बढ़ाना होगा। हमें उन्हें नई सवुिधाए ंदनेी होंगी। उन्हें दशे का 
गौरव बनना चाहिए।

-- हमें अगली पीढ़ी के बनुियादी ढांच,े विश्व स्तरीय निर्माण, 

अत्याधनुिक नवाचारों और नए जमाने की तकनीक के लिए 
मिलकर काम करना होगा।

-- हमारा मतं्र ह ै‘छोटा किसान बने दशे का शान’। यह हमारा सपना 
ह।ै आने वाले वर्षों में हमें दशे के छोटे किसानों की सामहूिक 
ताकत को और बढ़ाना ह,ै हमें उन्हें नई सवुिधाए ंदनेी होंगी।   

देश के विकास को गति देगा 100 लाख करेाड़ रुपए का गति 
शक्ति मास्टर प्लान

75 वें स्वतंत्रता दिवस के अवसर पर प्रधानमतं्री नरेंद्र मोदी ने 
रविवार को 100 लाख करोड़ रुपये के समग्र बनुियादी ढांच े के 
विकास कार्यक्रम ‘गति शक्ति मास्टर प्लान’ की घोषणा की। राष्ट्र 
को संबोधित करते हुए, पीएम मोदी ने कहा कि यह योजना समग्र 
बनुियादी ढांच ेके विकास और अर्थव्यवस्था के लिए एक एकीकृत 
मार्ग की नींव रखगेी। मोदी ने कहा, भारत को आधनुिक बनुियादी 
ढांच ेके साथ बनुियादी ढांच ेके निर्माण में एक समग्र और एकीकृत 
दृष्टिकोण की आवश्यकता ह।ै निकट भविष्य में, भारत प्रधान मतं्री 
गतिशक्ति राष्ट्रीय योजना के साथ आने और इसे लॉन्च करने जा 
रहा ह।ै 

गति शक्ति मास्टर प्लान पर एक नज़र 

पीएम मोदी के अनसुार, ‘गति शक्ति मास्टर प्लान’ निकट भविष्य 
में यवुाओ ं के लिए रोजगार के अवसर पैदा करने में मदद करेगा। 
उन्होंने कहा कि ‘गति शक्ति’ एक राष्ट्रीय मास्टर प्लान होगा जो दशे 
में समग्र बनुियादी ढांच ेकी नींव रखगेा और अर्थव्यवस्था को एक 
एकीकृत और समग्र मार्ग प्रदान करेगा। ‘गति शक्ति मास्टर प्लान’ के 
माध्यम से, स्थानीय निर्माताओ ंकी वैश्विक प्रोफ़ाइल को बढ़ावा दिया 
जाएगा और इससे उन्हें दनुिया भर में अपने प्रतिस्पर्धियों के खिलाफ 
प्रतिस्पर्धा करने में मदद मिलेगी। माना जा रहा ह ै कि यह योजना 
भविष्य के नए आर्थिक क्षेत्रों की संभावनाए ंपैदा करने में भी मदद 
करेगी। प्रधान मतं्री ने यह भी उल्लेख किया कि यह समय ह ैकि भारत 
को विनिर्माण और निर्यात दोनों में वृद्धि करनी चाहिए। गति शक्ति 
हमारे स्थानीय निर्माताओ ंको विश्व स्तर पर प्रतिस्पर्धी बनने में मदद 
करेगी। इससे भविष्य के नए आर्थिक क्षेत्रों के लिए संभावनाए ंभी 
विकसित होंगी। विकास की राह पर चलते हुए, भारत को विनिर्माण 
और निर्यात दोनों को बढ़ाने की जरूरत ह।ै हालाँकि, सरकार द्वारा 
योजना की लॉन्च तिथि की आधिकारिक घोषणा की जानी बाकी 
ह।ै ‘गति शक्ति मास्टर प्लान’ के अलावा, पीएम मोदी ने रविवार को 
राष्ट्रीय हाइड्रोजन मिशन शरुू करने और लड़कियों के लिए सैनिक 
स्कू ल खोलने की भी घोषणा की। 

(लेखक स्वतंत्र टिप्पणीकार हैं। प्रस त्ुत विचार उनके निजी 
हैं।)
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जादी के बाद भारत ने आर्थिक मोर्चे पर कई 
बार उतार-चदाव दखेा ह।ै शरुुआत में आर्थिक 
गतिविधियों में तेजी लाने के लिए तत्कालीन सरकारों 

को काफी मशक्कत करनी पड़ी। बाद में भी भारतीय अर्थव्यवस्था को 
कई मशु्किलों का सामना करना पड़ा। आज भी कोरोना महामारी की 
वजह से भारतीय अर्थव्यवस्था संकट के दौर से गजुर रही ह।ै तमाम 
बाधाओ ंऔर चनुौतियों का डटकर मक़ुाबला करने के कारण आज 
भारत दनुिया की 5वीं सबसे बड़ी अर्थव्यवस्था बनने की दिशा में तेजी 
से अग्रसर ह.ै 

भारत जब आजाद हुआ था, तब भारत की सकल घरेल ूउत्पाद 
(जीडीपी) 2.7 लाख करोड़ रूपये की थी, जो वित्त वर्ष 2020-21 
में बढ़कर 135.13 लाख करोड़ रूपये हो गई। वर्ष 1951 में पहली  
पंचवर्षीय योजना शरुू हुई थी, लेकिन अर्थव्यवस्था को मजबतू 
करने में यह बहुत सफल नहीं रही। हालाँकि, वर्ष 1961 से भारतीय 
अर्थव्यवस्था में वृद्धि दृष्टिगोचर होने लगी। वर्ष 1950 से वर्ष 1979 
तक दशे की जीडीपी औसतन 3.5 प्रतिशत की दर से आगे बढ़ रही 
थी, जिसे भारतीय अर्थव्यवस्था में “हिदं ूवृद्धि दर” कहा गया, जबकि 
वर्ष 1950 से वर्ष 2020 तक भारत की जीडीपी वृद्धि दर औसतन 
6.15 प्रतिशत रही. वर्ष 2010 की पहली तिमाही में जीडीपी दर 
11.40 प्रतिशत के उच्चतम स्तर पर पहुचँ गई थी, जबकि वर्ष 1979 
की चौथी तिमाही में इसने 5.20 की सबसे कम वृद्धि दर्ज की थी. 

वर्ष 1960 में भारत की प्रति व्यक्ति आय 81.3 अमरेिकी डॉलर 
थी, जो अप्रैल 2021 में बढ़कर 7332.9 अमरेिकी डॉलर हो गई. 
दशे में प्रति व्यक्ति आय की वार्षिक वृद्धि दर वित्त वर्ष 1980-81 से 
वित्त वर्ष 1991-92 के दौरान औसतन 3.1 प्रतिशत रही, जो वित्त 
वर्ष 1992-93 से वित्त वर्ष 2002-03 के दौरान बढ़कर औसतन 3.7 
प्रतिशत के स्तर पर पहुचँ गई, जो पनुः वित्त वर्ष 2003-2004 से वित्त 
वर्ष 2007-2008 के दौरान दोगनुी होकर औसतन 7.2 प्रति वर्ष के 
स्तर पर पहुचँ गई.  

नेशनल रियल स्टेट डेवलपमेंट काउंसिल (नारडेको) द्वारा हाल में 

आर्थिकी के पचहत्तर साल
कराये गए एक सर्वेक्षण के अनसुार दशे का रियल सेक्टर वर्ष 2025 
तक 650 अरब डॉलर के स्तर तक पहुचँ जायेगा और वर्ष 2028 तक 
इसका आकार बढ़कर 850 अरब डॉलर, जबकि वर्ष 2030 तक 
एक ट्रिलियन डॉलर तक पहुचँने का अनमुान ह।ै दशे की जीडीपी में 
विनिर्माण क्षेत्र का योगदान वित्त वर्ष 2007-2008 में 9.4 प्रतिशत 
रहा, जबकि आधारभतू संरचना क्षेत्र का 9.6 प्रतिशत, वित्त, स्थावर 
संपदा, आवास क्षेत्र का 11.7 प्रतिशत और व्यापार और होटल क्षेत्र 
का 12.1 प्रतिशत  रहा, जिसमें आगामी सालों में कमोबेश उत्तरोत्तर 
सधुार होता चला गया।   

वर्ष 1980 का दशक यवुाओ ं के लिए काफी महत्वपरू्ण रहा, 
क्योंकि इस दशक में सरकार ने सचूना एवं प्रौद्योगिकी के विकास 
के लिए कई कदम उठाये, जिससे आगामी वर्षों में अर्थव्यवस्था को 
मजबतूी मिली। आज सचूना एवं प्रौद्योगिकी की मदद से कई फिनटेक 
कंपनियाँ अर्थव्यवस्था को मजबतू बनाने का काम कर रही हैं। 

पहली बार, वर्ष वित्त वर्ष 1989-90 में बॉम्बे स्टॉक एक्सचेंज 
(बीएसई) सचूकांक 1000 के अकं के स्तर को पार कर गया। वित्त 
वर्ष 1992-93 में हर्षद महेता द्वारा किये गए घोटाले की वजह से शयेर 
बाजार की साख पर प्रतिकूल असर पड़ा, लेकिन जल्द ही शयेर बाजार 
इस झटके से उबर गया। वर्ष 2006 में शयेर बाजार का सचूकांक 
10000 अकं के स्तर को पार कर गया. फिर वित्त वर्ष 2014-15 में 
शयेर बाजार का सचूकांक 30000 अकं के स्तर को और वित्त वर्ष 
2018-19 में 40000 अकं के स्तर को पार कर गया, जो वर्ष 2021 
में रिकॉर्ड 55000 अकं के स्तर को पार किया।   

15 अगस्त 2021 को हमारे दशे ने 75वां स्वतंत्रता दिवस मनाया, 
जिसे अमतृ महोत्सव का नाम दिया गया। लाल किले की प्राचीर पर 
तिरंगा फहराते हुए प्रधानमतं्री नरेंद्र मोदी ने कहा कि कोरोना महामारी 
से बचाव के लिए भारत ने कई उपाय किए हैं, जिसमें स्वदशेी टीका 
को विकसित करना सबसे बड़ी उपलब्धि ह।ै आज दनुिया का सबसे 
बड़ा टीकाकरण अभियान भी भारत में चलाया जा रहा ह।ै दशे के 
वैज्ञानिकों और उद्यमियों के कारण इस विकत संकट के समय में भी 
भारत कोरोना वायरस के संक्रमण से बचने वाले संसाधनों के लिए 
किसी दसूरे दशे पर निर्भर नहीं ह।ै टीकाकरण अभियान में तेजी आने 
से दशे में कोरोना वायरस से संक्रमित लोगों की संख्या में उल्लेखनीय 
कमी आई ह,ै जिससे आर्थिक गतिविधियों फिर से शरुू हो गई ह ैऔर 
उसमें निरंतर मजबतूी आ रही ह।ै  

प्रधानमतं्री नरेंद्र मोदी ने कहा कि दशे में रोजगार सृजन के 

आ
सतीश सिंह 
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लिए सरकार 100 लाख करोड़ रुपए से भी ज्यादा की योजना का 
आगाज जल्द करेगी, ताकि यवुाओ ंको आत्मनिर्भर और भारतीय 
अर्थव्यवस्था को मजबतू बनाया जा सके। उन्होंने यह भी कहा कि 
वस्तु एवं सेवा कर (जीएसटी) को अमलीजामा पहनाना सरकार द्वारा 
उठाया गया एक एतिहासिक फैसला था। इससे कर चोरी को रोकने में 
सरकार को बड़ी सफलता मिली ह।ै सरकार के इस पहल से धीरे-धीरे 
जीएसटी संग्रह में तेजी आ रही ह।ै जनू महीने में ईवे बिल की कुल 
मात्रा में मासिक आधार पर 37.1 प्रतिशत का उछाल आया, जबकि 
सालाना आधार पर इसमें 26 प्रतिशत की बढ़ोतरी हुई। आर्थिक क्षेत्र 
में सरकार द्वारा किए जा रह ेसधुारों का ही नतीजा ह ै कि वित्त वर्ष 
2021 के पहले दो महीनों में कें द्र सरकार का कर संग्रह संतोषजनक 
रहा। अप्रत्यक्ष कर संग्रह में तेजी आने के कारण वित्त वर्ष 2021 में 
कुल कर संग्रह 20.16 लाख करोड़ रुपये हो गया, जो पिछले वित्त 
वर्ष के 20.05 लाख करोड़ रुपये से कुछ अधिक रहा। गौरतलब ह ै
कि प्रत्यक्ष कर संग्रह में 10 प्रतिशत कमी आने के बाद भी कुल कर 
संग्रह अधिक रहा। अप्रत्यक्ष कर में जीएसटी, उत्पाद शलु्क एवं सीमा 
शलु्क आते हैं। वित्त वर्ष 2021 में सीमा शलु्क के रूप में 1.32 लाख 
करोड़ रुपये वसलेू गए, जो पिछले वित्त वर्ष के 1.09 लाख करोड़ 
रुपये के मकुाबले 21 प्रतिशत अधिक ह।ै कें द्रीय उत्पाद शलु्क एवं 
सेवा कर (बकाये) से होने वाला संग्रह भी आलोच्य अवधि के दौरान 
58 प्रतिशत बढ़कर 3.91 लाख करोड़ रुपये तक पहुचं गया। 

प्रधानमतं्री नरेंद्र मोदी ने यह भी कहा कि जनसंख्या बढ़ने से 
किसानों की जमीन का रकबा निरंतर कम हो रहा ह।ै आज लगभग 
80 प्रतिशत किसानों के पास 2 हके्टेयर से भी कम जमीन ह।ै इसलिए, 
छोटे किसानों की बेहतरी के लिए इस वास्तविकता के अनरुूप 
सरकार नीतियाँ बना रही ह,ै जिससे किसानों को आत्मनिर्भर बनने में 
मदद मिलेगी और किसान का बेटा किसान बनना चाहगेा। ऐसा करना 
सरकार के लिए बहुत ही जरूरी ह,ै क्योंकि कृषि  क्षेत्र का जीडीपी में 
योगदान कम हो रहा ह,ै जबकि कोरोना काल में अर्थव्यवस्था को 
मजबतूी प्रदान करने में यह क्षेत्र अपनी महत्ती भमूिका निभा रहा था।    

प्रधानमतं्री नरेंद्र मोदी ने अपने भाषण में कहा कि आज 8 करोड़ 
से अधिक महिलाए ंस्वयं सहायता समहू (एसएचजी) से जड़ुकर कई 
तरह के उत्पादों का निर्माण कर रही हैं। इन्हें दशे एवं विदशे में बड़ा 
बाजार मिल सके के लिए सरकार ई-कॉमर्स प्लेटफॉर्म तैयार करेगी। 
जम्मू एवं कश्मीर में विकास कार्यों में तेजी लाने के लिए कें द्र सरकार 
प्रतिबद्ध ह।ै दशे में समावेशी विकास को सनुिश्चित करने के लिए सभी 
प्रदशेों का विकास करना अत्यावश्यक भी ह।ै इसलिए, जम्मू कश्मीर 
में डी-लिमिटेशन कमीशन का गठन किया गया ह ैऔर जल्द ही वहाँ 
विधानसभा चनुाव कराया जायेगा, ताकि लोकतंत्र के साये में विकास 
को पंख लगे सके।  

प्रधानमतं्री नरेंद्र मोदी ने कहा कि आज सरकारी योजनाओ ंको 
मरू्त रूप दनेे की गति बढ़ी ह ैऔर निर्धारित लक्ष्यों को प्राप्त किया जा 
रहा ह।ै कोरोना महामारी में स्वास्थ्य क्षेत्र की महत्ता को समझते हुए 
सरकार ने डाक्टरों की कमी को दरू करने के लिए मडेिकल सीटों में 
भी बढ़ोतरी की ह।ै रोगों के रोकथाम पर भी अब सरकार ध्यान द ेरही 
ह।ै जरूरत के अनसुार अस्पतालों में ऑक्सीजन प्लांट लगाये गए हैं। 
यह प्राथमिकता के आधार पर किया जाने वाला कार्य था,  क्योंकि 
स्वास्थ्य क्षेत्र के कमजोर रहने की वजह से ही दशे की अर्थव्यवस्था 
को ज्यादा नकुसान हुआ ह।ै  

दशे में आवागमन की अवसंरचना को मजबतू करने के लिए 
आजादी के अमतृ महोत्सव के अवसर पर 75 सप्ताह में, 75 वंद े
भारत ट्रेनों से दशे के हर कोने को जोड़ा जायेगा। विमानन क्षेत्र में भी 
सरकार अवसंरचना को मजबतू करने पर ध्यान द ेरही ह ैऔर दशे के 
दरू-दराज के इलाकों को दशे के हवाई नक्शे में शामिल करने का काम 
भी किया जा रहा ह।ै 

आजादी के 75 सालों में दशे ने आर्थिक मोर्चे पर अनेक 
उपलब्धियां हासिल की ह।ै भारत की अर्थव्यवस्था के आकार में और 
प्रति व्यक्ति आय में कई गनुा इजाफा हुआ ह।ै मोदी सरकार दशे की 
अर्थव्यवस्था को 5 ट्रिलियन की बनाना चाहती ह,ै लेकिन कोरोना 
महामारी की वजह से इस संकल्पना को परूा करना फिलवक्त संभव 
नहीं ह।ै इस संकट की वजह से भारतीय अर्थव्यवस्था का आकार भी 
कम हुआ ह ैऔर वर्ष 2021 में दशे में प्रति व्यक्ति आय 5.4 प्रतिशत 
कम होकर औसतन 1.43 लाख रूपये रहने का अनमुान ह।ै बावजदू 
इसके, यह कहना गलत नहीं होगा कि भारत जल्द ही अर्थव्यवस्था 
की राह में आए गतिरोधों को खत्म करने में सफल रहगेा और दनुिया 
की पाँचवी सबसे बड़ी अर्थव्यवस्था बनने में भी कामयाब होगा। 

(लेखक वर्तमान में भारतीय स्टेट बैंक के कॉरपोरेट कें द्र, 
मंुबई के आर थ्िक अनुसधंान विभाग में सहायक महाप्रबंधक 

के रूप में कार्यरत हैं। प्रस त्ुत विचार उनके निजी हैं।)

वर्ष 1980 का दशक युवाओ ंके लिए काफी 
महत्वपूर्ण रहा, क्योंकि इस दशक में सरकार ने सचूना 
एवं प्रौद्योगिकी के विकास के लिए कई कदम उठाये, 

जिससे आगामी वर्षों में अर्थव्यवस्था को मजबूती 
मिली। आज सचूना एवं प्रौद्योगिकी की मदद से कई 

फिनटक कंपनियाँ अर्थव्यवस्था को मजबूत बनाने का 
काम कर रही हैं। 
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Discussion on #SriAurobindo & #Syamaprasad: 
India’s struggle for Swaraj #SriAurobindo150 

#AzadiKaAmritMahotsav on 15 Aug, 2021

Talk by Dr J K Bajaj (Director, Centre for Policy Studies) on 
“Sri Dharampal: Pioneering Thinker of Swaraj in Ideas” 

#Swaraj@75 on 09 Aug, 2021
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Talk by Shri Sreejit Datta (Assistant Professor & Director, Centre 
for Civilisational Studies, Rashtram School of Public Leadership) 

on “Modi Government & Public Policy”on 03 Aug, 2021

Special Talk on book “Vajpayee: The Years That Changed 
India” by Shri Shakti Sinha, Director, Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

Institute of Policy Research & International Studies, 
Gujarat and Former Director, Nehru Memorial Musuem & 

Library, New Delhi on 27 Jul, 2021
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 “As a university you have a great role to play in reshaping the destinies of 
the people of your country. We must bear in mind the cardinal principle that 
we want to see developed and trained through education the whole nature 
of our alumni, intellectual, moral and physical, not merely for the purpose 
of qualifying for any special calling but to bring up good citizens, useful 
members of society, men, true and fearless capable of bearing their part with 
credit in public and private life...” 

-Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Banaras Hindu University, 

1 December 1940
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