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Dr. Anirban Ganguly

he just concluded elections
T in Maharashtra and Haryana
were a resounding support
to the governance vision
and action followed by the respective
BJP governments in the last five years
in these states. A strange narrative was
floated within hours of the verdict and it
was that national security and patriotism
did not bother the people and that what
the voter needed was opportunities, jobs
and a government that was responsive
to the people. Interestingly it is only BJP
governments which score high on all these
parameters. The Congress party continues
to be clueless and in disarray, its policy and
approach to alliances remains confused, it
has been incapable of articulating a credible
narrative or to place before the people
an alternative political and governance
programme.

The CPIM was nowhere to be seen in
these elections and yet both parties claimed
moral victory. They have not been able
to explain as to why is it that they stand
nowhere in the verdict, why is it that every
verdict, since 2014, has further marginalised
them. Their taking pot shots at PM Modi,
all their attempts to fan the fires of societal
conflict, their repeated attempts to generate
a false narrative on the abrogation of Article
370 and to paint a false picture of the
situation on the ground in Kashmir failed
to gain traction. At least their moral victory
should have got translated into votes for
themselves or should have reflected in the

EDITORIAL

Verdict in Favour of
Democracy, Positive
Governance & National Unity

percentage of vote they have received. The CPIM, for instance, had polled
5.76% in the 2014 assembly elections in Maharashtra, in 2019; it managed to
hang on to one seat and saw its vote percentage plummet to a measly 0.37%.
In Haryana, for example, the self-professed proletarian party, garnered a
miniscule 0.07% of the vote share and no seats, it was less than even what it
had garnered in 2014 which was 0.71%. Similarly, in 2019, in the Lok Sabha
elections it had failed to open its account in West Bengal, a state it had ruled
for nearly four decades. In the centenary year of their founding the electoral
footprints of the communist parties in India are abysmally shrinking, but
their grandstanding on national issues and false propaganda on policies and
governance issues continues unabated.

The other election that has reinforced the positive development narrative
and has demonstrated the triumph of democracy at the grassroots is the just
concluded elections to the Block Development Councils (BDC) in Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh. This was first ever elections to the BDCs since 1947
and one saw a record of over 98% voting. Never had the region witnessed
such a phenomenon. The Congress, PDP, NC and the communist parties
boycotted the elections thus trying to delegitimize this democratic exercise.
The CPIM, for example, has hardly any presence in the state, and yet these
parties thought that they would be able to stall the process or exhibit to the
world that the exercise was futile.

But they could not arrest the tide of enthusiasm in favour of the
democratic process at the grassroots. There were 1065 candidates in the
fray for 310 blocks; it means that each block was being contested by at least
3-4 candidates. It demonstrated the eagerness, the enthusiasm and the
determination among the people to enlist and participate in the democratic
process. Abrogation of 370 had unleashed their full democratic fervour
and potential. In districts such as Pulwama and Shopian the turnout was
recorded at 85.3% and 86.2% respectively, while Srinagar recorded a 100%
turnout, this despite threats from terrorists who had vowed to disrupt the
historic democratic exercise.

The BJP won 52 councils in Jammu, 18 in Kashmir and 11 in Ladakh.
Significantly, BJP won eight seats in Rajouri district and seven in Kishtwar.
In the militant hotbed of south Kashmir’s Shopian district the BJP won eight
blocks. Independents won a total of 217 blocks. It has proved again the BJP’s
determination to work to firmly root democracy in the region, to ensure
that people at the grassroots have a say in their destiny and future. This was
its commitment to the people of the region when Article 370 was abrogated
and when PM Modi had enunciated his new vision for the region’s growth
and prosperity. The communist parties, the Congress and the others have
emerged as irrelevant in this round.

October 2019 has thus been an interesting month; it has been a month
of the triumph of the narrative of positive governance and the narrative of
nationalism and national unity against the false narrative of separatism and
discord.
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salient Points of PM'’s address during

the Joint Video Inauguration of Metro

Express and ENT Hospital in Mauritius
on 3rd Octoher 2019

Prime Minister of the Republic of Mauritius,
the Honourable Mr. Pravind Jugnauth Ji,
Senior Ministers and dignitaries of Mauritius,
distinguished guests, Friends, Namaskar!
Bonjour! Good afternoon!

I would like to extend a very warm greetings to
all our friends in Mauritius.

This interaction is a special occasion for our
nations. This is a new chapter in our shared

history, heritage and cooperation. Not long
ago, Mauritius hosted the Indian Ocean Island
Games and achieved glory in them.

Both our countries are celebrating ‘Durga
Puja’ and will soon celebrate Deepawali. These
developments make the inauguration of the
first phase of the Metro project an even more
joyous occasion.

The Metro will provide clean, efficient and
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time-saving  transport. It
will contribute to economic

activities and tourism.

The other project inaugurated
today - state-of-the-art ENT
Hospital - will contribute
to quality healthcare. The
Hospital has an energy
efficient building and will offer

paperless services.

Both these projects will serve

the people of Mauritius. They are a symbol of
India’s strong commitment to the development
of Mauritius.

Thousands of workers have worked hard, day
and night, in the sun and in rain, for these
projects.

But unlike in the past centuries, we today work
for the better future of our people.

I commend the visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Pravind Jugnauth who conceived
modern infrastructure and services for
Mauritius. I also sincerely thank him and
the Government of Mauritius for their active
cooperation, which has been the key to timely
completion of these projects.

Friends, We are proud that India has partnered
Mauritius in these and other projects of direct
public interest.

Last year, a joint project provided e-tablets to
young children.

The new Supreme Court building and one
thousand social housing units are coming up
rapidly.

I am happy to announce that India will support
the construction of a renal unit as well as medi-
clinics and Area Health Centres, suggested by

Prime Minister Jugnauth.

Friends, Both India and Mauritius are diverse
and vibrant democracies, committed to
working for the prosperity of our people, as
well as for peace in our region and the world.

Our mutual regard for each other finds
expression in a number of ways.

This year, Prime Minister Jugnauth graced
the largest ever Pravasi Bhartiya Divas as the
Chief Guest, and also the inauguration of the
second term of my government.

Our President was invited as the Chief
Guest on the 50th anniversary celebration of
the independence of Mauritius. In the one
hundred fiftieth year of Mahatma Gandhi,
Mauritius pays homage to his abiding memory,
and remembers its special bond with him.

Friends, The Indian Ocean is a bridge between
India and Mauritius. Ocean economy holds
great promise for our people.

The vision of SAGAR - “Security and Growth
for All in the Region” — will guide us to work
closely together on all aspects of maritime
economy, security and disaster risk reduction.

I would like to thank the Government of
Mauritius for joining the Coalition for Disaster
resilient Infrastructure as a founding member.
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Salient Points of PM addresses
Arogya Manthan marking one year of
Ayushman Bharat on 1st Octoher 2019
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Ambaésadr Kanwal Sibal

he nullification of Article 370 is clearly
India’s internal affair. The constitutional

|

has always been an issue of political management

arrangements between India and J&K
internal to the country, without involving any
external obligation. The UN resolutions on Kashmir
preceded Article 370; they did not stipulate any
particular constitutional arrangement between India
and the J&K state. If UNMOGIP (United Nations
Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan) was
allowed to be present in J&K for several years it was
to monitor the cease-fire between India and Pakistan,
not have oversight on the constitutional status of J&K.

Article 370 was merely a feature of J&K’s
integration into the Indian Union, and a temporary
one at that. It did not in any way give the state any
external personality. If India’s domestic politics and
juridical issues prolonged the life of this article,
political considerations of over-riding national
interest have now compelled its revision. Because the
existence of Article 370 did not create any external
rights on the state, its nullification does not obliterate
any such rights either.

Even though many articles of the Indian
Constitution were extended to J&K from time to
time, in many core ways its autonomy was not

touched. It retained its demographic personality and
its cultural identity; no one from outside the state
was entitled to buy land or property there. The state
alone had the power to determine residency rights.
This resulted in many forms of injustice, which the
central government overlooked. Those from Pakistan
who took refuge in J&K after partition were denied
residency status, which meant no voting rights for
the state legislature, discrimination in educational
and employment opportunities, and so on. Denying
residency and property rights to the children of J&K
women who married outside their state was a glaring
case of gender discrimination. The J&K population
could not benefit from the many socially oriented
central schemes such as reservations for tribals and
scheduled castes. The list is long.

Rather than ensuring that it continued to benefit
from its autonomous status by constructively
adjusting its autonomy to national requirements,
making economic and social progress in rhythm with
the nation as a whole, striking deeper democratic
roots as a society in tune with the rest of the
country, the state’s majority Muslim leadership, in
control of the politics of the state, has contributed
in every possible way to create a two-way alienation
between Kashmir and the rest of India. A section
of the Muslims of the Valley have nurtured “azadi”
claims, never defining the term so that feelings of
estrangement and separatist politics were constantly
nourished. Wahabbism has progressively smothered
the Sufi traditions of the Valley, with cinemas, bars
and entertainment centres closed down as part of
creating an Islamic enclave in a secular country. In
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1989/90 the Islamic forces in the Valley forced the
eviction of the indigenous population of Kashmiri
pandits in a grievous act of ethnic cleansing.

The deadly hand of Pakistan has been at the
root of the Kashmir issue and its projection on the
international stage. Pakistan occupied a part of J&K
state illegally in 1947 (PoJ&K), prompting India
to seek redress from the UN. It then violated the
UN Resolutions by not withdrawing from illegally
occupied territory as a pre-condition for holding
a plebiscite. By committing military aggression
against India in Kashmir in 1965 and in 1971, it
violated the UN Resolutions again. Under the 1972
Simla Agreement it committed itself to a solution
to the Kashmir issue bilaterally and peacefully with
India, without any third party intervention. With
its terrorist onslaught on Kashmir in 1990 after the
Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan, which has
continued since then relentlessly, with infiltration,
arms supplies and proxy action, it has violated the
Simla Agreement. Its military adventure in Kargil in
1999, aimed at internationalising the Kashmir issue,
failed.

India’s constitutional changes in J&K by creating
two separate Union Territories, comprising of J&K
and Ladakh, do not affect their external boundaries,
be it the Line of Control with PoJ&K and the Line of
Actual Control with China in Ladakh. Both Pakistan
and China have no reason to protest. Because Pakistan
has never accepted J&K’s integration with India,
whether Article 370 exists or not is irrelevant, as it
creates no new situation, unless Pakistan were to say,
given the fuss it is making over it, that the retention of
Article 370 made its integration with India acceptable
to it. This applies to Ladakh as well, unless China too
were to say that with Article 370 in tact China would
have been willing to settle the border dispute with
India in Ladakh, which is not the case.

Pakistan is mobilising an international campaign
against Indias constitutional move in J&K even

though it does not disturb peace in the region or
affects Pakistan’s security. Pakistan is, in fact creating
tensions by its shrill and unrestrained attacks on
India, including personal abuse against Prime
Minister Modi, and by conjuring up the threat of
a nuclear war. China has backed Pakistan’s bid to
internationalise the Kashmir issue by engineering a
closed door discussion on J&K in the UN Security
Council in August. While no outcome statement or
press release resulted, Pakistan remains undeterred
by this set-back and has raised the issue of human
rights violations in J&K at the Human Rights Council
in Geneva (and received a befitting reply from India).

Pakistan is hardly in a position to project itself
as a protector of human rights in J&K, given its
own abysmal human rights record in treating its
ethnic groups and minorities, whether Balochs,
Shias, Ahmadis, Christians, Sikhs and Hindus.
Its blasphemy laws terrorise the minorities, while
extremist organisations within the country like
Sipah-e-Sahiba target Shias. It has used air power and
heavy weapons against its civilian population in the
frontier areas. It protects its jihadi organisations that
serve as instruments for terrorist operations in India
and Afghanistan. It has brought about demographic
changes in PoJ&K and suppressed political freedoms
there.

As against constitutional changes made in J&K
through a democratic parliamentary process that is
open to judicial scrutiny, Pakistan has brought about
major unilateral changes in PoJ&K by illegally ceding
the Shaksgam Valley to China, allowing China to build
the Karakoram Highway through PoJ&K and now the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) which,
in Pakistan’s own definition, is “disputed” territory.
It has changed the territorial and geopolitical status
quo and threatened India’s security with the CPEC
with the permanent positioning of Chinese military
and civilian personnel in PoJ&K.

Given the reality of Pakistan sponsored terrorism
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in J&K over the last thirty years, its proxies operating
in the state, the use of social media to instigate
violence, the radicalisation of a section of the
Kashmiri Muslims, the activities of the separatists
long tutored and supported by Pakistan, India has
thought it fit, based on past experience and lessons
learned, to impose restrictions on movement and
communications in the Kashmir Valley to ensure the
safety of law-abiding citizens and prevent terrorist
violence. These are temporary measures, to be lifted
progressively by the authorities as they monitor the
situation.

Those critical of India for violating human rights
In J&K are showing a disrespect for India’s democracy
because the means it has deployed to prevent violence
are proportionate and exposed to domestic political
debate, media scrutiny and judicial oversight.
Democracies too have to defend themselves from
external threats, but unlike some of those who are
critical, India has not intervened militarily abroad,
inflicted terrible misery on millions by ousting
unpalatable governments and destabilising whole
societies, incarcerating countless numbers in re-
education camps to combat radicalism, interfering
with religious practices of minorities, and so on.

Friendly countries have to be watchful that they
do not encourage Pakistan’s hostile campaign against
India and encourage its verbal excesses and war-
mongering hysteria, as that can only close doors for
a bilateral dialogue that they recommend as a path to
a solution. Equating India and Pakistan is wrong; so
is placing the burden of resuming dialogue equally
on both. It is not possible to resume dialogue with
Pakistan unless it abjures terrorism credibly and
verifiably. The international community should not
obfuscate Pakistans terrorist affiliations.

Those pronouncing on the tensions being created
by Pakistan on India’s constitutional changes in J&K
must not resort to diplomatic equivocation by calling
for a resolution of the Kashmir issue bilaterally by

India and Pakistan on the basis of the UN Charter,
UN resolutions and the Simla Agreement. The
two references to the UN Charter in the Simla
Agreement relate to maintaining durable peace in
the subcontinent and refraining from threat or use
of force against each other territorial integrity. Both
have been violated by Pakistan by disturbing peace
through physical aggression and jihadi terrorism.
The Simla Agreement says nowhere that the Kashmir
issue has to be resolved in accordance with the
UN Charter. It actually excludes the defunct non-
binding 1948/49 UN Security Council resolutions on
Kashmir as a solution by committing both sides to
resolve the issue bilaterally, without any UN or third
party mediation. In any case, for these resolutions to
be applicable today will require the status quo ante in
the erstwhile J&K state to be restored, with Pakistan
withdrawing fully from PoJ &K, undoing demographic
changes and totally eliminating terrorist presence
there. China will have to transfer back the Shaksgam
Valley, remove fully its civilian and military presence
in PoJ&K, and roll-back the CPEC.

Calling India to respect human rights and restore
access to services such as the internet and mobile
networks and resume political engagement with local
leaders and schedule the promised elections at the
earliest opportunity is a very prescriptive approach,
amounting to interference in India’s internal affairs.
They should realise that this only facilitates declared
Pakistani jihadi designs in J&K and boosts Imran
Khan’s hysterical efforts to internationalise the
Kashmir issue and encourage Kashmiri elements to
rise against New Delhi’s decision.

India as a sovereign country and a democracy is
fully conscious of its responsibilities towards its own
people and will not accept interference in its internal
affairs, in line with the provisions of the UN Charter.

(The author is a veteran diplomat, former
Ambassador, and former Foreign Secretary of India)
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Kishore Desai

n 2019, we expect slower growth
I in nearly 90 percent of the world.
The global economy is now in a
synchronized slowdown” said the newly appointed
Managing Director of the IMF during her first
speech at the IMF Headquarters in Washington
recently. The United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) released
the 2019 edition of its Trade and Development
report last month. Projecting the global growth
to fall from 3% in 2018 to 2.3% in 2019, the report
also warned that the world economy is heading
into troubled waters, with several big emerging
economies already in recession and some
advanced economies being dangerously close. By
and large a consensus is emerging that headwinds
to global economic growth are strong and
prominent now. The Indian economy is obviously
not unaffected and is very much feeling the ripples
of this global tide. At the same time, endogenous
challenges such as reduced domestic demand
and private investments are putting additional
pressures. Despite these uncertainties, steps taken
by the government in the recent past show that
the government has already preempted several
measures on multiple fronts even before the
signs of a domestic slow down started becoming
evident. In this context, two key strategic themes
that may be clearly identified and delineated
are the reforms taken towards supporting the
domestic demand and supply side.

Significant reduction of corporate tax rates
has been the highlight of the supply side reforms
undertaken recently by the government. The
effective corporate tax rate has been reduced from
around 35 percent to almost as low as 25 percent.
In the case of new manufacturing set-ups, this
rate has been made even lower at 15 percent. At
this point, the 15 percent figure is amongst the
lowest tax rates globally. The likely impact of this
measure may be gauged from the fact that this
reduction frees up around INR 1.45 lakh crore of
liquidity for corporates which they can harvest in
the form of investments, asset creation, increase
in hiring and a boost to profits. Further, it may
be highlighted that this tax cut not only increases
the competitiveness of Indian firms in global
markets but it also makes the country an even
more attractive destination for foreign investors.

Another crucial plan pertains to investment
target of INR 100 lakh crores in Infrastructure
in the next 5 years. Given the multiplier effect of
infrastructure investments, this will potentially
lead to a virtuous cycle that the recent economic
survey emphasized for sustaining a high
economic growth. An equally important measure
but perhaps relatively underrated has been the
additional recapitalization of public sector banks
(PSBs). The government is releasing capital to the
tune of INR 70,000 crores to PSBs. This step is
expected to infuse additional liquidity of almost
INR 5 Lakh crores in the economy, which may be
leveraged upon by not only corporates (including
SMEs and small traders) but also individuals.

In terms of sector specific reliefs, housing and
real estate which was reeling from legacy issues
have also been adequately prioritized. With
the objective of reducing the sectoral stress and
providing relief to almost 3.5 lakh low to middle
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income home owners, the government recently
announced a INR 20,000 crore special financing
window. This is intended to provide support
to housing projects that are stuck for want of
additional liquidity. Note here that this does
not include projects which have been declared
NPA or are under the insolvency and liquidation
process.

The current slowdown is also a consequence
of decelerating domestic consumer demand. In
the context of demand side measures, several
initiatives have been taken to increase liquidity
in the hands of common people. Social sector
schemes such as PM-KISAN introduced during
the interim budget of 2019 aimed at providing
direct cash in the hands of the rural population.
While initially, the program covered the most
vulnerable agricultural households, the scheme
has now been expanded to cover all agricultural
households (subject to some exclusions). As of
end September 2019, approximately 6.7 crore
beneficiary households have already received the
first installment of the cash transfer. This surplus
liquidity in the hands of the rural population
has the potential to lay solid groundwork for
consumption revival besides providing much
needed income support.

At the same time, schemes such as Ayushman
Bharat tangentially work towards augmenting
household incomes by reducing out of pocket
health expenditure of economically vulnerable
households. The degree to which health related
costs adversely impact household incomes is
reflected in the 2016 World Bank data which
pegged out-of-pocket expenditure on health for
India at as high as 65 percent. In this context,
social protection schemes like Ayushman Bharat
(47 lakh beneficiaries admitted to hospitals under
the scheme as of 1st October 2019) not only
protect the vulnerable from further economic
distress but also leave additional liquidity in their

hands that could be spent on productive goods
and services, positively impacting consumption
as a consequence.

Multitude steps have also been taken to put
money in the pocket of middle class, an important
demographic to be considered with respect to
overall demand revival. Changes in the income
tax structure such as increase in deduction limit
under Section 80C from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 1.5 lakh,
reduction in tax rate (from 10 per cent to 5 per
cent) for individuals earning less than Rs 5 lakh
per annum were announced in February 2019
budget itself. Along with these measures, low
inflation over a considerable period has helped
reduce daily expenses thereby boosting cash
savings of the middle-class households.

From the pace at which the government is
tackling these challenges, it is reasonable to
expect additional reforms in the coming days.
Given the nature of these measures, it may take
the next quarter or two for them to bear fruits
on the ground. While the ongoing turbulence is
a reality, it is reassuring to note that the policy
approach ensures that macro fundamentals will
emerge unscathed and the country will safely
navigate its way through the inclement economic
weather.

(The author is a former OSD, Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime Minister and
NITI Aayog. All views are personal)
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The Future of India-Bangladesh
Relationship

Sky is the limit for shared security and prosperity

Bipul Chatterjee

the Liberation War of
1971, ending with the formation of

Bangladesh - erstwhile East Pakistan

ince

- the relationship between two neighbouring
countries sharing more than 4,000 kilometres of
border - the fifth-longest land border in the world
- has witnessed a number of ups and downs.

Over analmost five decades of this relationship,
both parties have now realised that bilateral
cooperation in diverse areas can result in win-win
situation for them. As against playing a zero-sum
(on occasions, negative-sum) game, there is now
bipartisan support for ‘enhanced partnership’ on
both sides as they realised the value that it can
bring through incremental progress in specific
areas. A positive-sum game is in play.

The question is: who will gain how much?
The future of this relationship will hinge on this
question. Being a large country, it is not necessary
that India has to gain more always. India should
follow the principle of ‘less-than-full-reciprocity’
for arriving at ‘zone of possible agreements.

This relationship is marked by a number of
landmark milestones. The 1996 agreement on
sharing the water of the Ganga River, the 2014
agreement on maritime boundary line and the

ratification of the land boundary agreement,
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s zero
tolerance policy on terrorism, which helped India
to curb insurgencies in its North-East region, are
some noteworthy ones.

The recent visit of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to New Delhi in the first week of October,
2019 is to be looked at in this overall context.
As stated by Prime Minister Hasina, while
accepting the Tagore Peace Prize which was
conferred to her by the Asiatic Society of India:
“I am always in favour of peace ... Throughout
his life Bangabandhu (Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
the liberator of Bangladesh) had always struggled
on behalf of oppressed sections of the society ...
That was the reason why Bangabandu adopted
‘friendship to all and enmity to none’ as the main
pillar of his foreign policy ... This policy has
made possible to make Bangladesh-India bilateral
relationship a role model for others”.

Major Outcomes of Sheikh Hasina’s Visit

Along with a 53-point Joint Statement issued
by Prime Minister Modi and Prime Minister
Hasina on 5th October, 2019, covering areas of
cooperation on border security and management,
a win-win business partnership, boosting
connectivity, harnessing defense cooperation,
consolidation development cooperation, cross-
border energy cooperation, education and youth
exchanges, cultural cooperation, among others,
seven Memorandum of Understanding were

signed. They are as follows:
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 Standard Operating Procedure on the use of
Chattogram and Mongla ports;

o MoU on withdrawal of 1.82 cusec of water
from the Feni River by India for drinking water
supply scheme in Sabroom town, Tripura,
India;

o Agreement concerning implementation
of Gol Line of Credits (LOC) extended to
Bangladesh;

e MoU between University of Hyderabad and
University of Dhaka.

o Cultural Exchange Programme — Renewal;

e MoU on Co-operation in Youth

Affairs; and

e MoU on providing Coastal
Surveillance System.

Besides these, the two

leaders inaugurated three

bilateral development
cooperation projects,
which are:

o Import of bulk LPG
(liquefied petroleum gas)
from Bangladesh to North-
East India;

Bhavan

o Inauguration of Vivekananda
(students hostel) at Ramakrishna Mission,

Dhaka; and

« Inauguration of Bangladesh-India Professional
Skill Development Institute (BIPSDI) at the
Institution of Diploma Engineers, Bangladesh
(IDEB), Khulna.

It is noteworthy to mention that both
leaders agreed to expedite commissioning of
the Joint Study on the prospects of entering
into a bilateral Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between India

and Bangladesh. Other than helping Bangladesh

POLICY ANALYSIS

to address its socio-economic developmental
challenges while graduating out of least-
developed country status in 2024, it will enhance
trade and investment relations between the two
neighbours.

In 2017-18, the value of their bilateral trade
was US$ 9.5 billion, on which India’s surplus was
US$ 7.73 billion. This proposed CEPA including
India’sinvestmentin designated Special Economic
Zones in Bangladesh is expected make this
relation more balanced. Interestingly, while India
enjoys an overall trade surplus with Bangladesh,
it is the opposite in case of Bangladesh’s trade

with North-East India.

Similarly, they underlined
the immense potential of
movement of cargo using
the
coastal shipping trade.
this, they

welcomed the decision

inland water and
Towards

to operationalise the
Dhulian-Gadagari-
Rajshahi-Daulatdia-
Aricha Route (to and fro)
Daudkandi-
Sonamura Route (to and fro)

and include
under Protocol on Inland Water
Transit and Trade.

Furthermore, in order to facilitate better

connectivity and simplify movement of
passengers and goods between both the countries,
they agreed to early operationalisation of the
BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal) Motor
Vehicles Agreement for movement of goods
and passengers between the member countries
who are willing and ready; or to work towards
a bilateral India-Bangladesh Motor Vehicles

Agreement, as appropriate.

In regard to their cooperation on the
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management of trans-boundary rivers, both

leaders directed the Technical Level Committee
of the Joint Rivers Commission to expeditiously
exchange updated data and information and
prepare the draft framework of Interim Sharing
Agreements for the six rivers, namely, Manu,
Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Dharla and Dudhkumar
and to firm up the draft framework of interim
sharing agreement of Feni River.

What Next?

As rightly highlighted by Prime Minister
Hasina, for furthering the Bangladesh-India
relationship as a ‘role model’ for neighbouring
countries, both countries should continuously
make progress on all three broad areas of
cooperation: peace and security, trade and
connectivity, and people-to-people contacts.

For example, Indo-Bangla Border Haats are
a prime example of grassroots realisation of
their common vision on shared prosperity. The
decision to establish twelve new Border Haats is a
welcome step in that direction. This will enhance
producer and consumer welfare on both sides,
particularly in remote areas. Efforts should be
made to elevate them to Border Economic Zones.

Similarly, India and Bangladesh should take

lead in realising greater connectivity and trade
in the Bay of Bengal region. Indo-Bangla Coastal
Shipping Agreement should be taken asa template
for a similar agreement among the BIMSTEC
(Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation) group of
countries comprising Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand. This
will enhance security and prosperity in the Indo-
Pacific region.

In March, 2020, Prime Minister Modi is
scheduled to visit Dhaka to commemorate the
birth centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. This occasion should further strengthen
our bilateral relationship. It should be based on
the Antyoday vision of Integral Humanism -
inclusion of the poorest and a an empowered
and meaningful role for the marginalised in all
the processes — as espoused by Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya.

(Executive Director, CUTS International,

a global public policy research and advocacy
think-tank (bc@cuts.org) and an expert on
connectivity issues. )
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POLICY ANALYSIS
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POLICY ANALYSIS
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EVENTS @ SPMRF

Visit of 11 Member delegation to China led by
Shri Arun Singh, National General Secretary,
BJP & Secretary of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Research Foundation to attend Programme
focused on India- China Relatlonshlp
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EVENTS @ SPMRF

S I Ve el w ] 7 "
INDIAN ECONOMY AND PROSPECTS FOR CHINA-

201968826 HE-JLE

AUGUST 26, 2019 BELJING, CHINA
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EVENTS @ SPMRF

Discussion on “Bijoya Sommiloni” and
“Felicitation” of the winner os “Syamaprasad
Durgotsav Samman-2019” at Shovabazar Rajbari
Nat Mandlr, West Bengal on 24 October 2019
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EVENTS @ SPMRF

Discussion on “Citizenship Amendment Bill and
NRC- Truth needs to be told” at Belabhumi,
Ranjan Palli, Chakdah, West Bengal on 23
October 2019
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EVENTS @ SPMRF

Discussion on “Kashmir After Abrogation of
Article 370: Real Narrative from the Ground”
at l1C, New Delhi on 21 October 2019
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EVENTS @ SPMRF

&L Discussion
. on

Kashmir Rfter Abrogation of Article 370:
Real Narrative from the Ground

Shri Hitesh Shar, .‘ \ hri Manoj Verma

Editor, Panchjanya

Senior Journalist,
' 2k Sabha T+

F' | "onior Journalist
Ymentator
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K Real Nanative fromm

i IV siititesh Shankar siiiMangan,,  fiHarsh
N ’ Editor, Panchjanya Senior . N 3 Seni

Lok ‘g & Ce
Secretor
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EVENTS @ SPMRF

SPMRF Round Table Series: Discussion on
“Kashmir After Abrogation of Article 370: Real
Narrative from the Ground” by Shri Harsh
Vardhan Tripathi (Senior Journalist
& Commentator) on 10 October 2019
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“The dream, of an Indian nationhood which would comprise
within itself men and women professing different religion, who regard India
as their common motherland, had fired the imagination of generations of
political thinkers and workers in this country. I believe that its consummation,
if ever be achieved, will be all to the good of our country”

-Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Mahakosala Provincial Hindu Sabha Conference,
Raipur, 7th December, 1940
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