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& EDITORIAL

Expanding the Base

has conclusively broken one of the most resistant stereotypes, that of

the party being a “Hindi heartland” party. BJP President Shri Amit
Shah has clearly decimated that reductionist description and has seen his
insistence that the party push eastward, fulfilled. When he had taken up the
reins of the BJP, one of the early points that Shri Shah had made was on the
need for the party to expand its base beyond its present geographical limits.
Such an expansion, he argued, would give it greater stability and strength.
Despite efforts by interested groups both religious and political, despite
attempts being made to portray the BJP as a negative force in the politics of

Dr. Anirban Ganguly northeast, the mandate in favour of the party was one of clear acceptance.

T he BJP’s resounding victory in the elections in the northeastern states

The inroads that the party made in this round of the state elections
in the region is the result of years of efforts that leaders and cadres put in
on the ground, sustained by a tenacity that is seen only in a party which is
ideologically inspired and has sprung from a long ideological churning. A
transformative narrative of governance that has appealed to aspirations and
highlighted an effective model also attracted and convinced people of the

One Of the principle region. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s message for the people has been
reasons for the BJP’s of greater integration, greater opportunities and of greater hope and they
people responded to that message through conferring a clear mandate. The
BJP’s narrative of governance and of India has exposed the hollowness of the
its multi-dimensional communist model in Tripura, which for nearly a quarter century could do
outreach initiated in little in terms of the state’s development, opportunities and in way of fulfilling

the last four years. The the peoples’ aspirations.

party has not ceased While the Congress president spends his holidays in balmy Italy, is yet

to reconcile himself to a life of full time politics and is never by the side of

his workers and leaders, especially when they are defeated and demoralized,

BJP president Amit Shah and his lieutenants lead from the front, are active

this period. on the ground and in both victory and defeat are seen standing with the rank
and file. The Prime Minister continues to be the indefatigable campaigner for
his vision of governance and for the party’s outreach. This solidarity acts as
an elixir for the political worker on the ground, for the booth level worker,
for the district worker, for the workers of the party’s frontal organizations, to
persist and push for altering the electoral dynamics. In short, this sense of
solidarity galvanizes the rank and file of the party in their pursuit for power
and political permanency.
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& EDITORIAL

One of the principle reasons for the BJP’s expansion
has been its multi-dimensional outreach initiated
in the last four years. The party has not ceased
to reinvent and re-articulate itself during this
period. Its convincing narrative of governance
and development, matched with action at the
grassroots, its robust narrative of enhancing India’s
international standing and prestige, its message
for each section of society, especially for the
marginalized has been convincing and articulate. It
is also interesting to note that despite earning such
a huge electoral mandate and majority, the BJP, has
not displayed complacency in the last four years.
Through a series of activities, outreach, initiatives,
both political and societal, the party continues to

be relevant and evolving. The legitimate pursuit for
power has amplified its positive actions into many
directions.

In fact, when the first plenary of the party took
place in Mumbai in December 1980, few who had
gathered there, would have imagined that the Hindi
heartland party description would someday be
deleted and that the BJP would eventually, through
years of toil, expansion, recalibration, emerge as
a pan-Indian party and see its narrative of India
gradually become mainstream.

The northeast results have finally given a
firm shape to that hope and dream.

February,March 2018 5 .



Salient Points of PM Modi’s address at the dedication of
several development projects to the nation in Itanagar,

Arunachal Pradesh on
15 Feb, 2018

I am delighted to visit Arunachal Pradesh and be
among the wonderful people of this state

@ My visit to Arunachal Pradesh is related to three
key projects in the state. The secretariat is already
functional and this was a good step taken by the state
government

@ Most of the key departments are based in the new

secretariat. This makes it easier for people coming
from distant villages because they do not need to
move from one place to another. Everything is in
one place only. Coordination and convenience are
enhanced

@ Delighted to inaugurate a convention centre in
Itanagar. This is more than a building, it is a vibrant
centre that will further the aspirations of Arunachal
Pradesh.

@ There will be conferences and cultural activities
that will draw government officials and private
companies

@1Iam personally going to tell people- go to Arunachal
Pradesh and hold your important meetings at the
convention centre

@ We are working towards building medical colleges
in all parts of the nation. This is because, when one
studies in a particular area, one becomes better
acquainted with the local health challenges

@ We are working towards building medical colleges
in all parts of the nation. This is because, when one
studies in a particular area, one becomes better
acquainted with the local health challenges

@ The Naharlagun- New Delhi express will run twice
a week and will be called Arunachal Pradesh express

February, March - 2018 6 .



Salient Points of PM Modi’s address at the inauguration
of Uttar Pradesh Investors’ Summit — 2018 in Lucknow
on 21 Feb, 2018

T I H A AT T UT T FiHe BT, 37aeel
aftre # gaw vt o serfirt w1 vasre BT, st
1T § Ueh 2T UREdT &

@ H ot o gt anit et Y, #hwse %
% e, et 1 s, wEt B fer, o I
SToT ST AT Y T AT % P i o T S Y g
T T | Tfey 3 forehTer o T W ey oTg ¥

@ I U W HETYA 3R ATHed T 3T foar & foh
TET U Aehgl ANt & T BT &4 <hY SToNT Uge ®1 g

@ SR VS TS AT % IATE H, g o IeuTa 4,
T % ICATEA H, T8I o IeUTeA H, AT o Ieared |, T 39T
T AT T 71 9T H A A W Afoat SR e TR o
WAl ST IeUTeT I8l BraT

Q Negativity ¥ 39 WTEIA © TS ki Positivity 6T

TE T, SATIN-FAIIT et aeh Ieig & feptor s
T A I AR A R e

@ TEEEa gy & fer At it iy o, g AT Y A
# T gu € oru Fvta o W@ g, Hifeat st g

@ U U sirenfies Fewr w AR g ¥ SAigd g0
Hferma fota oo =T @ &) Tt St 6t IR gRT STeT-
ST el o FBATE T AWT-3TEWT Policies TAT T HTH
IERUS IR R

@ arft @R T AT & ary feemt | g T,
AigemTat, fsrami & fory T ATy WA E

@  Potential + Policy + Planning+ Performance ad
Progress 31TdT ) ?l;q"\' ot Super-Hit Performance EC
& U e

@  One District-One Product ST &Y Backup Power
et 3 T & Teewet 3fean fivm &, v ora gfean -
T A9 Sfan o 4. .38k STeTar 9 d 81 AT fuen
TS HET AT o6 ATead &
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Salient Points of PM’s speech at the launch of National
Nutrition Mission and Expansion of Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao in Jhunjhunu
on 08 Mar, 2018

here is no question of discrimination based on
gender. Everyone is equal.

@ Important that girls get access to quality education,
just like boys do.

@ AT TR’ 9T & foIU TH U WIS IR I
AT TET i shl FAE.
@ A daughter is not a burden. Please look around us-

see how girls are bringing pride and glory for our nation.
They are excelling in several fields.

@ Important to provide proper nutrition to children.

@ Mission Indradhanush has brought an extremely
positive change in the lives of women and children.

@ Nutrition shY fiAT FAT Uk 1A 2| HHi-heT THR
% gWIvaccination & T:F:§ HTAHT TqAT 8| kT B0 3T
Fourg Het dht -t TaTt 2- SucTer ¥, 9iE 8, SThE ¥,
T - AAfeh g0 gl ek ATd TET 81 31 IHT 1 uftonme &
o S g T oRig AT &7 TR 8 SATaT 21

February, March - 2018 8 .



Salient Points of PM’s address at the inaugural session of
the Founding Conference of International Solar Alliance
on 11 Mar, 2018

nternational Solar Alliance 3T T8 F+&T YTeIT 3719 @+t o
aftafera yome 3T gfaergar o form Tar & 78 ST wekar
oIT| SEIAY H T shT S ST Hefeh sTgd AT g
@ 121 TPWIA IR0 H & 61 Alliance 31 join 3 T &
32 9 Framework Agreement Eal ratify 9T o fem?l

@ Rd H o= A BT AT eet § G oAy o v 3rem
WA 2| TRA W & 1 X STa T 9Tve 7T 17 2

@ A 99 8H Climate Change WW@WW
AT GE T8 & A1 o T a1 o He TR 9ol greeior 1
TR @A B

@ T H BH 3T T He ST AR St fored
FRIsHH I foram 2

@  TH 2022 T renewables ¥ 175 GW Tosiett Sca=
Far fami & 100 GW fersefy € @ gnft g9 39 & 20 GW
installed solar power hT T1&J BT &L foram 21

) B innovation 3 TIcHTEd AT BN dTfeh TaITs=T
SATITIHATS o fIT TR FHTE TS &1 ol

@ W solar projects & foTT concessional financing
I A ST a7 for T T 2T

) Regulatory aspects T HTehi a7 forehTel ST BT
ST € GHTET ST 37 37k forehre i 7Tfet <)

@ forerrasfier 39T W bankable solar projects & fag
consultancy support T foreRTa s =

@ TN YT § 31fereh gATAfRTaT 3R wrfier) 9t st
ERIE IR

@  qlHrearh e =Ted © a1 g3t foama @ feh fsit
TRl | STet et U TiE oY e & Sewdl ST S
T TohdT ST TehSedT T Tehll

@ T T ¢ o g W gt o ome -
! WY SATRATH 2T AR 3 aRiT
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@ SPECIAL ARTICLE

Samuel Rajiv

Imparting New Dynamism to India’s
Engagements with West Asia

rime Minister Narendra Modji’s visit to Palestine,
P United Arab Emirates and Oman from February

9-12, 2018 imparted new dynamism to India’s
enhanced engagement with its extended neighbour-
hood. The visits were infused with personal bonhomie
and warmth between the leadership of these key players
— with the Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale noting that
‘exceptional courtesies’ were extended to Mr. Modi and
was reflective of the high esteem and importance they
attach to a strong relationship with India.

Palestine

Mr. Modji’s visit to Ramallah (via Jordan) was historic in
that it was the first prime ministerial visit to Palestine.
Incidentally, the last prime ministerial visit to Jordan

was by Rajiv Gandhi nearly three decades ago way back
in 1988. King Abdullah himself will be making a three
day visit to India from February 27.

For his three-hour long engagements in Ramallah, it
was telling that Mr. Modi flew in a Jordanian helicop-
ter escorted by Israeli helicopters. He became the first
prime minister to visit the Yasser Arafat museum in
Ramallah. India committed a further $40 million to its
ongoing developmental assistance to Palestine, relating
to the building of schools, hospitals and the setting up
of a national printing press for Palestine.

On the vexing issue of the Israel-Palestine con-
flict, Mr. Modi affirmed that a ‘permanent solution’ will
only be achieved through ‘negotiations and understand-
ing’ In remarks ahead of Mr. Modi’s visit, Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas flagged a possible role for
India in creating a multi-lateral forum of negotiations
for the Middle East Peace Process.

India voted along with 127 other countries in
favour of the UN General Assembly resolution in De-
cember 2017 which aired its opposition to the policy
decision of President Donald Trump to shift the Amer-
ican Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, in tune with a
long-standing, bi-partisan domestic US position. While
India’s vote was appreciated in Palestine, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, during his January 2018
visit to India, termed the decision as ‘disappointing’ as
it relates to Jerusalem, which has been Israel’s ‘eternal
capital’ for more than 3000 years since the time of King
David. Most analysts note that Mr. Netanyahu’s week-
long visit to India in January 2018 and Mr. Modi’s three
hour trip to Ramallah have successfully de-hyphenat-
ed India’s mutually distinct relationships with the two

February, March - 2018
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@ SPECIAL ARTICLE

protagonists. Almost as soon as it assumed the reins of
power in New Delhi, the Modi government came un-
der pressure in Parliament for its refusal to condemn
Israeli military actions in Operation Protective Edge
(July-August 2014). Critics of the government accused
it of abandoning India’s long-held policy positions on
the Israel-Palestine conflict.

The Modi government on its part continued
to reiterate that there was no such policy change, and
highlighted the fact that no such demand was raised
during the previous instances of Israeli military activ-
ity in the Gaza Strip in December 2008-January 2009
and November 2012, when the United Progressive Alli-
ance (UPA) coalition government was in power. India’s
diplomatic and developmental support to Palestine has
meanwhile continued, with Mr. Modi receiving Abbas
in New Delhi in May 2017, just ahead of his stand-alone
historic visit to Israel in July 2017. In fact, Mr. Modi’s
meeting with Mr. Abbas in Ramallah was the fourth
such instance since the BJP government came to power.

UAE

Mr. Modji’s next trip on the agenda was to the UAE, to
deliver the key note address at the World Government
Summit in Dubai. He was personally received by Crown
Prince Mohammad bin Zayed Al Nahyan of Abu Dha-
bi at the airport. The Crown Prince was the chief guest
at the Republic Day celebrations in January 2017. Mr.
Modi had previously visited UAE in August 2015, which
was the first prime ministerial visit to that country after
34 years. Both sides had decided to elevate their rela-
tionship to a ‘comprehensive strategic partnership’ dur-
ing that visit, an agreement regarding which was signed
in January 2017.

The defence/security component of the ties with coun-
tries in India’s extended neigbourhood has seen a steady
growth, and UAE has not been immune to this trend.
Mr. Manohar Parrikar’s May 2016 visit to the UAE was
the first ever such visit by an Indian defence minister.
Joint air exercises were held in May-June 2016 with
UAE, after a gap of eight years. The first ever bilateral
naval exercises between the two countries will be held
in March 2018.

While five MOUs were signed, the most significant of
these relates to the MOU between the Abu Dhabi Nation-
al Oil Company (ADNOC) and a consortium of Indian
oil companies led by ONGC Videsh Limited (OVL) for
a 10 per cent participating interest in the offshore Low-
er Zakhum concession. The agreement is significant for
India’s energy security given that the 40 year concession
allows for India to receive more than 2 million tonnes
of oil every year. Indian officials note that this is the first
time Indian oil companies have received oil concession
anywhere in the Gulf. Another agreement related to the
implementation of India’s first ever strategic petroleum
reserve in Mangalore, for which six million tonnes of
oil will be supplied by ADNOC. Another MOU relat-
ed to DP World setting up a multi-modal logistics park
in Jammu. This will be part of DP World’s committed
investments of $3 billion in various projects in India.
The UAE is India’s first partner in the $75 billion Na-
tional Infrastructure Investment Fund (NIIF), with the
Abu Dhabi Investment Agency (ADIA) joining as the
anchor investor with an investment of $1 billion in Oc-
tober 2017. A significant cultural moment during Mr.
Modi’s trip related to the laying of the foundation stone
for a Hindu temple via video link.

February, March - 2018
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Oman

Prime Minister Modi’s next stop was Muscat, Oman,
where eight MOUs were signed, relating to cooperation
in tourism, health, outer space, as well as an annexure
on military cooperation, among others. An MOU on
scholarly cooperation related to that between the Insti-
tute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA) and the
National Defence College of the Sultanate of Oman.

Oman is one of Indias closest security/defence
partners, with the MOU on military cooperation dating
back to 2005 (renewed in 2016). The port of Salala pro-
vides critical logistics support to Indian naval ships in
their voyages in the region. The ninth round of the Joint
Military Cooperation Committee was held in April
2017 in New Delhi, with the next round to be held in
Muscat in 2018. Oman extended significant assistance
during ‘Op Rahat’ in March-April 2015 when Indian
nationals along with other South Asians were evacuated
from conflict-torn Yemen.

Oman also played a critical role in securing the
release of Father Tom Uzhunnalil in September 2017.
He was kidnapped from the Missionaries of Charity
home for the elderly in Aden in March 2016 by Islamic
State terrorists in a raid that killed 16 people. Both sides
agreed to intensify their cooperation in the defence/
security realm, and flagged cyber security as one area
where there was the imperative need for enhanced co-
operation. The India-Oman Joint Statement of Febru-
ary 12 notes that both are ‘maritime neighbours across

the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea’ Both sides con-
demned terrorism in ‘all its forms and manifestations,
emphasized on ‘the need to isolate the sponsors and sup-
porters of terrorists’ and highlighted the India-Oman
model of ‘building inclusive societies’ as effective tools
to counter extremism and radicalization.

Mr. Modi’s community reception and his visit
to the Motishwar Mandir built by the Gujarati business
community 125 years ago highlighted the cultural con-
nect. Over 800,000 people of Indian origin/citizens are
a vibrant part of Oman’s economic life and repatriate
over $3 billion of remittances — nearly four times more
than the remittances the Indian community was send-
ing back in 2008, when the last prime ministerial visit
took place.

In Closing

It is indeed significant that in the first two months of
2018, India has received the heads of state from Israel
and Iran — two states that are at loggerheads with each
other, while Mr. Modi and External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj visited Palestine, UAE, Oman and Sau-
di Arabia respectively. These high-level visits are an ac-
knowledgement of the success of India’s regional foreign
policy in the pursuit of national interests. At the same
time, they are a glowing affirmation that these countries
view a robust, positive relationship with a big regional
power in their neigbouhood as essential to their growth
and well being.

(The author is Associate Fellow, Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses (IDSA), New Delhi. )

February, March - 2018
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Ashutosh Garg

“Roti, Sehath aur Makan” Budget, 2018

he excitement and the frenzied analysisof the
T much talked about budget is over. The customary

plaudits from the supporters and the brickbats

from the opposition in the first few hours is also
over. It is time for us to take stock of the budget propos-
als dispassionately, after taking a deep breath and leav-
ing aside all our emotions.

The founder of Singapore, Mr Lee Kuan Yew
had stated in his first speech to the Singapore Parlia-
ment in August 1965 that he wanted Singaporeans to
remember two things as they started their journey as
an independent Nation. His first message to the new-
ly elected Parliamentarians was that the World did not
owe Singaporeans a living. His second message was
that the planning for their generation, for better or for
worse, had already been done and that the parliamen-
tarians needed to think of planning for the next genera-
tion of Singaporeans. Keeping these two thoughts at the
back of our mind, let us examine the budget presented
by our Finance Minister.

The middle class is said to be upset because they
feel they have been left out. The wealthy and the entitled
are upset because they have not got a reduction in their
income taxes. But it is time for this constituency to sit
back and acknowledge that they are where they are be-
cause previous finance ministers have thought of them.
Yes, they can always hope for “more and more” but in a
country with such significant income disparities, they
need to stop grudging incentives for the very poor and
forgotten members of our country. The corporate world
needs to go beyond the stipulated Corporate Social Re-
sponsibilityif they are to see long term and sustainable
growth in India.

The Government, over the past few years has
made very courageous moves by implementing struc-

tural reforms through the introduction of Demonetisa-
tion, Goods and Services Tax and the Bankruptcy Code.
The short term problems faced because of these reforms
will benefit our economy for many years to come. The
fiscal deficit in this budget is being contained at 3.3%
showing a strong leaning towards financial prudence in
the run up to the elections.

Let us look at the significant budget proposals,
both positive and not so positive, that affect the masses
in our country.

February, March - 2018
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Health Insurance Scheme - The an-
nouncement of the world’s largest health insurance
scheme will benefit 10 crore households or 50 crore peo-
ple. When one realises that this number is 40% of the
country, the magnitude of the proposal sinks in. This
will truly benefit the common man. Implementation of
anything of this magnitude will take time and will have
some glitches but as long as the intent and direction are
clear, the critics can be conveniently ignored.

o Crop Procurement Price - The budget
has proposed a 1.5 times increase in the procurement
prices of crops which will immediately put more money
in the hands of the farmers. This is very significant com-
ing on the back of a consistently increasing procure-
ment price over the past 4 years. This will be augmented
with a huge increase in institutional credit for farmers.
Though the farmers expected loan waivers, this has not
been done. Loan waivers are temporary “fix-its” and of-
fer temporary solutions at a huge cost to the economy.
o Operation Green - Taking into account
the annual challenges most of the country faces be-
cause of the varying prices of potato, tomato and on-
ion, this budget has recommended an Operation Green
similar to Operation Flood for milk. Once again, this
will help to stabilize the prices of these staple vegetables
in all our diets. The impact will be felt over a period of
time.
o Housing for all by 2022 - The budget
continues to lay a strong emphasis on housing for all
by 2022, the 75th anniversary of the Republic. Imagine
an India where everyone has a roof over their head.

o Infrastructure — The Budget continues
to commit more funds to building the much needed
infrastructure all over the country. The poll bound state
of Karnataka received a special mention from the Fi-
nance Minister through an enhanced allocation for the
Bangalore Metro.

o Ujjwala Scheme - This scheme has giv-
en free cooking gas to over 5 crore women and the
budget proposes to increase this number to 8 crore
women. We should sit back and think that for a lot of
people, gas is taken for granted and yet such a signifi-
cant number of our fellow citizens, dependent on wood

and coal fires,are getting the benefits of gas for the first
time post-independence.

o Swachh Bharat — After the installation
of 6 crore toilets in the past few years, the budget
emphasizes the need to continue this drive and make
an additional 2 crore toilets in the coming year. Once
again, we should think of something as basic as making
India open defecation free has not been available to so
many in 7 decades.

o Long Term Capital Gains — These have
been re-introduced and the cover the Finance Minis-
ter has taken is one of a buoyant stock market. Buoyan-
cy of stock markets can never be taken for granted but
the long term capital gain is a one way street of paying
out cash. This provision needs to be reconsidered and
reversed.
® Customs Duty Increase — The proposal
to increase customs duties is definitely a very retro-
grade and ill-advised step especially for a country that is
pushing for more investments.While this may seem to
be a strong step to support “Make in India”, customs du-
ties are always seen as trade barriers and frighten away
potential investors. Increasing customs duties on smart
phones, the very tool of the masses, while referring to
additional investments in Artificial Intelligence and
Block chain is baffling to say the least.

If India is to occupy its rightful place in the comity of
nations as the 5th largest economy, some sacrifices will
have to be made by the people who have “had it all” over
the past 7 decades.

(The author is the founder Chairman of Guardian
Pharmacies. A keen political observer, he is an An-
gel Investor and Executive Coach.He is the author
of 5 best-selling books, Reboot. Reinvent. Rewire:
Managing Retirement in the 21st Century; The Cor-
ner Office; An Eye for an Eye; The Buck Stops Here
- Learnings of a #Startup Entrepreneur and The Buck
Stops Here - My Journey from a Manager to an En-
trepreneur.)

February, March - 2018
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Prof. Syed Tanveer
Nasreen

Triple Talaq to Haj Subsidy: Shaping the Future of
Muslim Women in India

“Our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new na-
tion, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposi-
tion that all men are created equal (italics mine)”

his is a sentence from the famous Gettysburg Ad-

dress by President Abraham Lincoln on November

19, 1863. It had successfully changed the narrative
of the American history and marked the beginning of
modern day free democracy. In this famous 272-word
Gettysburg address, Lincoln had also underlined that
the ‘government of the people, by the people, and for
the people’ shall not perish from the earth.

The Gettysburg address has been described as a mile-
stone in American history because of its sheer nature
and faith in the ideals of equality and justice.

In fact, this remarkable address by Abraham Lincoln,
made at the cemetery of the soldiers who died protect-
ing the value and sprit of the American constitution,
has been rendered more important in history than the
battle itself.

It was an altogether novel spirit and a new sys-
tem of values which led the American President to state
“...all men are created equal; thus ending the system of
slavery prevalent in the American society and charting
a new road-map for the African-Americans living in the
country.

Why I began with a reference to the Gettysburg
address of President Lincoln is that I, as a student of
history, found the same spirit and same determina-
tion in Prime Minister Narendra Modi when I heard
him, declaring from the Red Fort, that Indian Muslim
women should have the same rights and facilities that
the Constitution of India guarantees to other sections
of the population. With my little sense of history and
understanding of how the dynamics of gender equality

operates in our country, I compare and equate Naren-
dra Modi’s Lal Quilla Speech with the Gettysburg ad-
dress of Abraham Lincoln as both these addresses serve
as milestones in history; promising to usher in a new
phase in the history of their respective countries, en-
suring equality and justice for the human being above
everything else.

Imagine any statesman or a government else-
where in the world, trying to initiate a sub-
stantial change in the lives of ten crore people
through reforms. This would have been con-
sidered as a phenomenon in social history.
Narendra Modi undertook the same heroic or
Herculean task, of trying to free Indian Mus-
lim women from the shackles of age old tradi-
tion and customs.

You might find my comparison weird or a bit too far-
fetched; but I reaffirm my position that Narendra
Modi’s speech and the commitment of his government
to liberate Indian Muslim women from the shackles of
patriarchal oppression in the name of religious custom,
is actually a process of liberating nearly ten crore Indian
Muslim women from a position of virtual slavery.

I can give you numerous examples to show how
Indian Muslim women suffer the status of virtual slav-
ery in the name of instant triple talaq, or the Muslim
Personal Law. Even Shayara Bano of Kashipur, Uttara-
khand, who has played a pivotal role in the movement in
recent times, had apologetically explained, “Mere purey
khandan mein kisi ka kabhi talaq nahi hua hai’( No one
in my entire family has gone through a divorce before
me). Tradition teaches women to suffer silently at the
hands of patriarchy. Salima Khatun (name changed), a
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poor homemaker from Birbhum district of West Ben-
gal, had helped her poorer parents with a paltry sum of
twenty rupees, a money she had sent through her broth-
er when he came to visit her. The enraged husband, a
daily labourer, abandoned Salima on this excuse of dis-
obedience. Another young woman had stepped out of
home to buy a dozen of glass bangles before Id, without
the permission of her husband. She was also served an
instant triple talaq by the enraged husband as a punish-
ment for her obstinacy. Could slavery be worse?

But examples are examples. Let us consider certain fig-
ures.

I can give you numerous examples to show
how Indian Muslim women suffer the status
of virtual slavery in the name of instant tri-
ple talaq, or the Muslim Personal Law. Even
Shayara Bano of Kashipur, Uttarakhand, who
has played a pivotal role in the movement in
recent times, had apologetically explained,
“Mere purey khandan mein kisi ka kabhi ta-
laq nahi hua hai”’( No one in my entire family
has gone through a divorce before me).

Muslims comprise a little more than twenty
crore in the 120 crore total population of India, and half
of these are women. Ten crore is a huge number, com-
prising a population larger than the total population of
many European countries, and greater than the cumu-
lative population of the top five cities of the world.

Imagine any statesman or a government else-
where in the world, trying to initiate a substantial
change in the lives of ten crore people through reforms.
This would have been considered as a phenomenon in
social history. Narendra Modi undertook the same he-
roic or Herculean task, of trying to free Indian Muslim
women from the shackles of age old tradition and cus-
toms.

“Triple Talaq’ apparently is a small word, but it
carries with it very great implications of gender oppres-
sion and violence. It has been an open sword, dangling
over the heads of Muslim women, transforming their
status to that of slaves under the Muslim patriarchy.
Even where arbitrary triple talaq is not exercised, the
very threat to which the woman is subjected, can be

understood to be gross emotional violence for the wife
subjecting her life to perpetual insecurity, and therefore,
no better than a slave in practice [Emotional violence,
we may recall here, is a major component of violence in
the PWDVA, 2005 ].

Those of us who have seen the Muslim society
from inside know how these ‘threats of arbitrary aban-
donment’ in the name of a religious custom, drown the
‘voices’ of Muslim women, strategically marginaliz-
ing them and pushing them further into the secluded
corners of the household, rendering them into social
non-entities in the name of purdah, so that they are fi-
nally excluded and peacefully forgotten by the rest of
the society!

‘Liberal’ historians like Ramachandra Guha, have often
paradoxically, bitterly criticized the Modi Government,
but have praised Virat Kohli for his consistency and bat-
ting mettle in tough situations. Like Guha, many cricket
analysts rank Virat kohli higher than Sachin Tendulkar,
the God of Indian cricket, for his consistency in the 22
yard pitch. I would like to apply the same theory and
parameters in judging and evaluating the will and de-
termination of this government in liberating Indian
Muslim women.

Just after the triple talag movement, came the
suggestion of the Central Haj Committee to allow Mus-
lim women above 45 years to go for Haj without a male
guardian of mahram. The principal opposition Party,
Congress, has criticized the central government for
its claim of giving this opportunity to Indian Muslim
women for the first time. According to the claim of the
Congress, it has been done in compliance with the re-
form initiated by the Government of Saudi Arabia and
that the present Government in India has no right to
claim a pioneering role for this decision.

If only we go back a few months and flip
through the pages of the newspapers in October 2017,
when the Central Haj Committee, first announced their
recommendation that Indian Muslim women, above 45
years of age and in groups of four, would be permitted
to travel for Haj without mahram, you will see the sharp
resistance it evoked from the quarters of Deoband and
other Muslim clerics.

Did any Congress leader at that time oppose or
condemn the approach of the Muslim orthodoxy re-
garding the Haj Committee’s decision? Did they utter
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any single word supporting the right of Muslim women
to travel for Haj without a male guardian?
No. And, how could they?

A senior minister of the former UPA Govern-
ment, Kapil Sibal stood in the Supreme Court, defending
the All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB),
an NGO which has gained considerable reputation, or
disrepute I must say, in recent times for its regressive
stand on the rights of Muslim women. Sibal had even
defended triple talaq as a 1400 year old custom and
therefore deserving deepest veneration.

Salman Khurshid, however, did not appear on
behalf of the AIMPLB, but acted as amicus curiae, on
being asked by the Supreme Court. In his submission
before the Supreme Court, Khurshid is said to have
opined triple talaq as one revocable talaq. But he did
not say a word about it in public. We have not heard a
public statement from Salman Khurshid after the Con-
stitutional Bench gave the historic verdict, terming tri-
ple talaq as unconstitutional on August 22, 2017.

The Congress leaders have attested to their dis-
pleasure on the verdict as we also saw their reaction to
the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage)
Bill after its introduction in the Parliament.

We have seen examples of ‘secular’ ‘liberal’ Mus-
lim politicians in India, who for instance, married to
a Christian, a noted journalist from the English Press,
would ritually convert her to Islam after marriage and
made to abide by all Sharia rules. The personal becomes
political as such micro-narratives within the domestic
space transform into larger macro-narratives of support
for the orthodoxy and resistance to any change in fa-
vour of women.

It was thus when Narendra Modi was consistent
and determined to take the next step forward by allow-
ing Muslim women to go for Haj without mahram, the
entire Congress leadership turned into a great band of
silent actors, without uttering a single word in favour of
Muslim women.

This is only an attempt to rob the government of
the credit due to it for this momentous reform. I regard
this right to travel for Haj without mahram as a ma-
jor step in the empowerment of Muslim women, even
though starting from a religious premise.

It is also likely to increase the self-esteem and
confidence of these women. The idea that it is possible
to do something by themselves, be it a religious pilgrim-

age, without male guardianship, will mould the future
of Indian Muslim women very positively, in the days to
come. It is indeed a very positive indication that1300
women will travel for Haj this year, the largest number
of women-pilgrims coming from Kerala and West Ben-
gal.

As a student of history, I can always give references
from the days of the freedom struggle of India to the
modern day Parliamentary democracy of how the Con-
gress leadership has always surrendered to the pressure
from the Muslim orthodoxy and patriarchy. It started
from Gandhiji’s endorsing of the Khilafat Movement
into the Indian freedom struggle to Nehru’s decision to
continue with the discriminatory colonial Muslim Per-
sonal law, the Shariat Application Act, Act 26 of 1937,
vis-a-vis the newly drafted Constitution of India which
in its Preamble ensured “Equality of status and of op-
portunity’, to all sections of the population.

Let us not go so far back in history.

I would like to take a flashback in the 1980s
when Rajiv Gandhi was ruling with an absolute major-
ity in the Parliament and decided to overturn the Shah
Bano verdict by introducing a new ordinance.

What could have been more horrific for the In-
dian Muslim women than this?

Coming to the point of maintenance, it is ironi-
cal and paradoxical that the Congress leadership is now
raising the point that if the offender husband is impris-
oned for three years as punishment for arbitrary triple
talaq, how will he provide for the maintenance of his
wife?

Give me one instance where a Muslim man in
India has provided for the maintenance of his divorced
wife, if he has provided it at all, beyond the compul-
sory period of waiting, or iddat? This is because he is
not required by customary law to provide for the main-
tenance of his wife beyond the period of iddat. With
great hope, I look forward to the future of women, and
the future of Muslim women in India, who have been
empowered by the Supreme Court verdict of the Bench
of Justices R Banumathi and M Santanagoudar which
set an alimony benchmark, i.e., 25% of the ex-husband’s
net salary, ensuring “a dignified life for the ex-wife”.

As a Bollywood enthusiast, I often feel that the
political leadership in our country, the Congress and
others, love to see Indian Muslim women in the stereo-
typical role as portrayed in B R Chopra’s legendary film,
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Nikaah. Entrapped and enslaved by what is glorified
as religious, and therefore would even be a sacrilege to
think of changing it, Muslim women would remain the
perpetual victim, iconically romanticized by the lyrics
of “Dil ki arman ansuon me bahe gaye”, and that she can
never wipe her overflowing tears and decide to rise up
for herself, claiming her rights to an equal world.
Otherwise, in the fifteen years of Congress-NCP rule in
Maharashtra, have you ever heard that they are propos-
ing any change in the patriarchal dictats in the Haji Ali
darga? Why did Muslim women have to wait till a De-
vendra Fadnavis led Government came in Mumbai, and
Muslim women fought their battle in the Mumbai High
Court to achieve their right to enter the holy shrine lo-
cated on the rocks off the Worli sea-shore, on Aug 26,
20162 The PIL, I understand, was filed in November,
2014 but the public hostilities the activists encountered
would have been fanned by any other political party, set
upon pleasing the Muslim orthodoxy.

Mugtar Abbas Naqvi had said that the Congress
has proved its chronic anti-woman mindset by oppos-
ing every single move which seeks to liberate Muslim
women and shape their destiny in this world of Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram. Even Sharad Pawar of the
NCP in Maharastra has, of late, been vocally criticizing
the triple talaq bill & mobilizing public opinion against
it, with his eyes set on vote bank politics.

In January 2018, the Government has an-
nounced the withdrawal of Haj subsidy from this year,
following a 2012 Supreme Court order, in keeping with
its stated philosophy of ‘empowering’ minorities, and
not ‘appeasing’ them. The Hon’ble Minister for Minor-
ity Affairs, Shri Muqtar Abbas Naqvi, stated that the
Government, which spent around Rs 500 crore in its
last Haj subsidy bill would like to see the money being
used for educating girls. This would definitely go a long
way in the mainstreaming and empowerment of Mus-
lim girls in the country and lead to a considerable mo-
bility among them, both horizontal and vertical.

Along with the middle & the upper middle
classes, the steps taken for the empowerment of the
lower middle and the lower sections of the Muslim
women population also need to be considered. Towards
the end, I would like to mention a few schemes aimed
at empowering women, and likely to benefit Muslim
women immensely because the majority of them belong
to these socio-economic categories.

These are:

1) Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana ( Micro Units
Development & Reference Agency Limited),

active since April 8, 2015. The fact that no collaterals are
required to avail the loan, is likely to ease the process
of participation of women in the non corporate small
business.

2) Nai Roshni Scheme: The scheme for leadership
development of minority women, under the Ministry
of Minority Affairs. This will also shape the future of
minority women in India, empower & instill confidence
among them, while significantly contributing to pover-
ty reduction, economic growth & strengthening of civil
society. The health concerns of women in our country
is a very serious issue and in a community where wom-
en suffer from poverty and malnourishment, along with
multiple pregnancies lead to severe medical complica-
tions including osteoporosis, cervical and ovarian can-
cers. Coupled with ‘taboos’ regarding the female body,
which preclude the possibilities of being touched and
examined by the unrelated male, the health issues of
Muslim women remain a serious challenge in India.

Like the Ujala Scheme that has immensely benefited the
poor women, including Muslim women in our country,
the medical cover of up to Rupees five lakh to be given
to ten crore families, in the world’s largest government
funded health care programme, ‘Modicare] as it is be-
ing called is also likely to shape a healthy future for our
women.

(The author is Professor, Department of History and Pro-
fessor In-Charge of the Department of Women’s Studies
at the University of Burdwan, West Bengal, India, where
she is teaching for the last two decades. She has done her
PhD on the identity of Muslim women from Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi. She led the movement for
the ban of triple talaq and has been crusading for the
equal rights of Muslim women. She is a regular columnist
in several Bangla newspapers and appears regularly on

television as a commentator on contemporary issues)

February, March - 2018
P e 18



@ SPECIAL ARTICLE

Anugula Rakesh
Redd

Ashtalakshmi to Act-East

orth-East India is one of the most fascinating
N places of India. It is India’s Ashtalakshmi. But,

due to decades of isolation and neglect by Gov-

ernments of the past, North East could never
unleash its full potential. Lack of political will from Del-
hi not only resulted in unacceptable level of underde-
velopment but also created a feeling of isolation among
the masses of this region. But, thanks to Act East Policy
of the Modi Government the region is receiving a lot of
attention both politically and otherwise.

Lack of connectivity isolated the region not only
from the rest of the country and the world, but also
within itself. Infrastructure deficit impeded the eco-
nomic growth of the region. The previous governments
paid minimal attention to the situation. Although the
P.V. Narasimha Rao Government came up with the
“Look East” policy in 1992, its focused implementation
began only after 2008 with the intervention of the then
foreign minister Pranab Mukherjee. Initiatives such as
earmarking at least 10% of Plan Budgets of Non Ex-
empted Central Ministries for North East Region have
been started by the past governments but the progress
of North East Region(NER) remained tardy due to de-
layed completion and non-completion of projects.

North East obtained a special place in the coun-
try’s development agenda under the current NDA re-
gime. Modi government from day one has put extra
efforts to pace up the development work in the region.
Under the Proactive Act East Policy, the Government
aims not only to reduce the isolation of the region but
also plans to make it India’s gateway to the South East
Asian Countries. This was asserted by its mention in the
then president Pranab Mukherjee’s address in February
last year where the idea of development of North East as
the “Ashta-lakshmi” was envisaged.

The Prime ministers vision of Transformation of North
East by Transportation is given a high priority. The issue
of Connectivity is being unraveled by the major infra-
structural boost. In the last three years, the centre has
sanctioned 3800 km of national highways with an in-
vestment of over Rs 32,000 crores, of which more than
1200 km roads have already been laid. The Prime Min-
ister who is spearheading the development in the NER,
also promised that the union government would invest
another 60,000 crore rupees under the SARD (Special
Accelerated Road Development) Program and addi-
tional Rs 30,000 crores under the Bharatmala project in
the next few years to come.

Road connectivity projects are not only empow-
ering the North East by generating large-scale employ-
ment opportunities to the people of the region but are
also playing key role in facilitating the defense capabil-
ities of the country. This region having high strategic
importance, is being used to open doors for establishing
strong relations with Southeast Asian countries. Some
projects are also being backed by Japanese funding.
Aimed at countering Chinas ambitious OBOR Initia-
tive, India hastened the South Asian Sub-Regional Eco-
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nomic Cooperation (SASEC) programme and is also
working on a multitude of road and bridge projects to
improve connectivity with Bangladesh, Nepal, Myan-
mar and Thailand.

Rail connectivity for the region is vital consid-
ering the regular damage of roads accounting to severe
weather conditions. In terms of rail connectivity, Suresh
Prabhu will be remembered by the people of North East
for delivering what other railway ministers before him
could not. The situation of rail connectivity was so ad-
verse that only one of the capital city of the north east-
ern states had a railway station until 2008, when Agar-
tala became the second capital to have one. Projects of
gauge conversion had also been started in the past but
none were completed before 2014.

But within three years of the formation of this
government, five of the north eastern states have been
brought under the broad gauge map of the country.
Today, no metre gauge line exists in the northeastern
states, thanks to the conversion of over 900 kms of track
to broad gauge in the last three years. Tripura also got
its Rajdhani express last October. All the states of the
region are now included in the broad gauge network,
except for Sikkim which hasn’t seen any rail connectiv-
ity even after 70 years of Independence. More than 30
new trains including two freight trains have been added
in the past few years alone. Work has also started on
connecting the region with Bangladesh and Myanmar
via rail in order to facilitate easy access to ports and to
cut down the time and distance to Kolkata.

Of late, The Union Aviation Ministry has also
been busy in the Northeast region. The government’s

plans to add 19 new or underserved airports and 17
new heliports in the region under its aviation network.
Plans are being laid out to connect the region not only
with the country’s mainland but also with other South
East Asian Countries. With bases in Shillong and Im-
phal, the Ministry of Development of North East Re-
gion is also planning to introduce a helicopter-based
dispensary and OPD services in the far-flung areas of
the region. This depicts the Government’s efforts to use
all its means to push for better connectivity of the re-
gion.

Being blessed with pristine scenic beauty and
profuse natural resources, the North East Region has
attracted the trading community even in the pre-inde-
pendence era. The Brahmaputra and the Barak rivers
were the main conveyance systems through which the
goods were transported to the port of Kolkata through
undivided Bengal. However, the new political bound-
aries dealt a major blow to the then flourishing inland
navigation systems and the region become disconnect-
ed and later turned into a region with a lot of hurdles in
connectivity.

Lately, the government of India seem to renew
its focus on developing the cost effective and environ-
mental friendly inland navigation systems. Whereas
only five waterways have been recognized as national
waterways prior to 2016, the new national waterways
Act of 2016 recognized 106 new waterways as National
Waterways (NWs). Of these, prime attention is being
given to the NW-2 which is 891 kms of Brahmaputra
covering the entire length of Assam and NW-16, which
is 121 kms of Barak river. The terms of the Indo-Bang-
ladesh Protocol for Inland Water Transit and Trade
(PIWTT) have also been modified enough to ease the
connection of these waterways with Kolkata through
Bangladesh. This includes the allowance of River Sea
Vessels to carry huge amounts of cargo through the
waters of Bangladesh. The central government is aptly
following the principle of “Think Globally, Act Locally”
by promoting the use of waterways.

Another sector which bolstered Government’s
North East plan is the power sector. The region, with its
huge hydro power potential of more than 58,000 MW
could soon be the “Power House” to India. Sadly, only
less than 2% of it has been exploited until 2016. The sit-
uation is currently improving as the region started feed-
ing the rest of the country with 100s of MWs in 2017.
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The region not only has the potential to generate a huge
amount of hydro-power but also has a lot of scope to
set up non conventional wind and solar power plants
as well as conventional gas and coal power plants. The
power potential of the region is so huge that it will not
only supply power to the rest of the country but also sat-
isfy the power needs of neighboring countries - Bang-
ladesh and Myanmar, in turn leading to good relations
with them. The fruits of the government’s efforts in the
power sector are still awaited.

The Tourism Sector which is a major revenue
source for the NE region is the biggest gainer consid-
ering the infrastructural push by the Government. En-
hanced air connectivity will attract tourists from other
states and also people from all over the world to explore
the beauty of the region. Rail connectivity would help
all weather tourism and Road connectivity would in-
crease Trans - Border tourism. River-based tourism is
yet another prospect that the region has. Particularly
with India and Bangladesh signing a MoU on operating
cross-border river cruises along protocol routes, there
has already been some movement in this direction.

Apart from all this, the government’s support
to the ventures by the locals through the North East

Venture Fund is receiving
a huge praise from the lo-
cal youth. This fund stands
as a great support to local
entrepreneurs working on
areas such as horticulture,
food processing, handi-
crafts and ITES. Initiatives
such as these demonstrates
the central government’s
focus on development of
the region.

Politically, the region has

been for long considered as

a bastion of congress. But

with the special focus on

creation of “Ashtalakshmi”

under the Act-East Policy,

BJP is reaching out to the

people of North East with

a positive development

agenda. The effects of that

development narrative was reflected in the assembly

polls of Assam, Arunachal and Manipur that were held

post the formation of the government at the centre in

2014. The recent assembly election results in Tripura,

Nagaland and Meghalaya is a resounding endorsement

of the developmental vision for the region that Prime
Minister Modi has put forward

Apart from developmental initiatives, acts such

as the proactive intervention in Doklam and hosting all

ASEAN leaders at Republic Day Celebrations have cre-

ated a sense of pride and instilled faith among the mass-

es of this region in PM Modji’s vision of Act East Policy.

The Act and not just the Look of the present regime to-

wards India’s northeast has huge potential to transform

the long neglected region into a vibrant hub of possibil-

ities.

(The Author is BJP Official State Spokesperson of Tel-
angana, an Economist and Director, Center for Lead-
ership and Governance)
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Saswat Panigrahi

Indian agriculture gets a fresh new lease of life

government, is undoubtedly a calibrated depar-

ture from policy in the last two decades. A care-

ful study of the fine print of the Budget clearly suggests
that agriculture is the prime focus.
Agriculture is the backbone of Indian economy. Around
70 per cent of India’s population depend on agriculture
for their livelihood. The agriculture sector contributes
approximately 17 per cent of the total Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). Agriculture has the potential in turn-
ing around the Indian economy.

In a bid to propel the sector, Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley has announced raft of measures. The idea is
welfare of the farmers. The aim is to make agriculture an
engine of employment, growth and development. The
focus is on development and upgradation of agricultur-
al infrastructure. The Finance Minister has emphasised
on the Modi government’s commitment in achieving
the target of doubling farmers’ income by 2022, the 75th
year of India’s Independence.

In order to create and develop rural infrastruc-
ture and connect farmers directly to the markets, the
government has earmarked a whopping Rs 14.34 lakh
crore for 2018-19. The proposed investment will also
generate employment to the tune of 321 person-days in
FY18. The government has announced an Agri-Market
infrastructure Fund with a corpus of Rs 2000 crore for
developing and upgrading agricultural marketing. This
will in turn help enable the famers to get the right price
for their produce. Further, the government has hiked
the agricultural credit target to a whopping Rs 11 lakh
crore.

B udget 2018, the last full year Budget of the Modi

A big support to the famers in this Budget is the
promise of Minimum Support Price (MSP). The gov-

ernment will keep the MSP for all unaccounted kharif
crops at least 1.5 times of the cost of production. The
Finance Minister said in his Budget speech, “NITI Ayog
in consultation with Central and state governments will
put in place a full proof mechanism so that famers will
get adequate price for their produce”

The government has doubled the allocation for
Food Processing Ministry from Rs 715 crore in FY17
to Rs 1400 crore in FY18. In order to address the price
volatility of perishable commodities like potatoes, to-
matoes and onions, the government has announced
the launching of Operation Greens with an outlay of Rs
500 crore. The government has announced the devel-
opment and up-gradation of existing 22,000 rural haats
into Grameen Agricultural Markets (GrAMs). Rs 2600
crore has been allocated to ensure irrigation facilities in
96 irrigation deprived districts.
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The Finance Minister has announced the launch
of a Re-structured National Bamboo Mission and Rs
1,290 crore has been earmarked for this. The FM has
announced two new funds - Fisheries Aquaculture In-
frastructure Development Fund (FAIDF) and Animal
Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF)
-with a corpus of Rs 10,000 crore each.

“It is indeed heartening to see that after many

decades the theme of agriculture dominates the Un-
ion Budget. This Budget has spelt out the government’s
clear intention towards incising farmers’ income and
augmenting agricultural infrastructure. However, the
implementation will remain a challenge. The Centre
and states must come together to implement the much
needed measures,” said Mohini Mohan Mishra, well-
known agriculture scientist and national secretary of
Bharatiya Kisan Sangh.
Mission Antyodaya (Empowering the underpowered)
has been the theme of Budget 2018 and that clearly re-
flects when the Finance Minister quoted Swami Viveka-
nanda in his Budget speech. “..let New India arise in
your place. Let her arise out of the peasants’ cottage,

grasping the plough; out of the huts of the fishermen,
the cobbler and the sweeper. Let her emanate from the
factory, from the marts, and from the markets. Let her
emerge from groves and forests, from hills and moun-
tains.”

Budget 2018 is certainly made inroads in con-
taining agrarian distress and strengthening agriculture
and rural economy. The Budget will go a long way to-
ward bridging the rural-urban divide. It could rightly
be termed as a Budget for Bharat.

(The writer is a senior journalist, and researcher
based out of Delhi. He writes on politics, policy, na-
tional interest and cultural nationalism.)

February, March - 2018
_ 23 .



@ POLICY ANALYSIS

sreuTT FHuTet

I Taerr e 2017:
ST oF | TR T ‘ot o

T, STt for o 2.4 WicreTd spm & Reerq @ 1 st forg

3 17 SifereTa @07 ST 18 Wfcrerd Terq oy e €, S

o WA forg 109 T W 21 BT W e g e
T TS T i TSl RIS o STFET W bl g o 37 10 <0
T gat T T T R SRt anfes T W AT & H ged ST
g 3t Y TS| TATROT T & ST T Tl BIE T
AT SfEar Tcieh & 9y § ‘o Gaequr {aie” ST o 81 BTt &
TSR 154 <t o gaeer i § awa 7 = g &
a1 oht ferfer =T ot forsaiwor fopam e &1 3w R & o we
o HHTEHT o6 3ATeher o foTT Wi geeerdt sume frard &2 -2
T YTH 3TTeReT T SEAHTS fRaT 4T B, |1 & Ttehdl o o fefT
STt oh STHiHY T T ST o ST Ui ST T R

a4 HoeqT e % SFTER TRA 1 Fol arestied &
24.39 gfawra ?, frset 2 st § 97 6,778 ot feretiiet 31erfd 1%
e B Fuie o arestied &, e Wieh, oig f@g 3T fua
& 3TTfS W foreqa ==t 81 Fdie & 91 shT TodT o SR W =R
T H ST AT R - 70% § ATk Sed a1ed “3fd Te a7, 40%
H 70% AT HEH qo 3, 10% & 40% AT G STt 3T
10% & 8 S dTel &1 b TSP el T 2

T o TS AT 6 TR ol aAT=sIed & H
40% 9T I H 9 T 9 &1 | AT & ST 10 TR ot fopeft &
M & 2 15 TsT 7R hg wfed Jeur o Aifd 3 33% e
W F 8, T § A 7 TF AR hg e yewr- e,
TedE, SHM, AT, HETeE SR AR § 75% & e
T FATSBTIET 8| 98 <1 7 Hallereh aHresiied Tsd Heayaw],
TRV 3T BATTE &, UX ST TS AT Ffteeh T 3T o
FreSTed & | Haitees afg oot Y 7S 1 e iy w39 3
SFritesh H SHToSTE &1 H Jfg T R0 “Fermvr Tiafaferi ik

February, March - 2018
_ 24 .



@ POLICY ANALYSIS

LI o Sl YA hl ST AT ST TR °, e ool |
39 g % foru anforfsess wiee™, st e A e 71 s,
IS, TR TSI AT AT H aresied & H il 1 8
A 3 wft Toat | FEeRT BT “ferehraTeneh i@l T g
Y T AT T 2.

o AT X 7T & foreqa =it <t 71 31 wRTel Usat o qafeRer
T STfEeT # a1 T G WecqUl AMeH Bl 8l e &

SATAR X H 36 UG 127 GETEN Fofed € STet 40.22% IR0 &
Taferrm, o ot sTrrere o wft o, wereh foredt o sfata s
&, Safer afEm s, AT, HENIS, R, FAesh I S
P S Tt 7 oft 5 ot weret et 2

fraié & IER 215 e S 27 Tat o 62
TR STwT St §U 21 ST i STt o |12 JTefi shiet §
B STTeTe FwaT TaT 21 o a1 UK ST+ |rHTiSTeh, Hieah{csh, ST,
enfifen we fafercashiar strersareharett & fog derg e enifora 81 &
ST Tt H 37.43% -9 WX SATosTe Tl 7T 2

SRl TS GHIL Q3T o6 it 7.8% YT T & STaffoh 421
21 Ueh <HTE ST=sTied & 3721 Usdl § 81 39 8 TSa1 H 65.34%
FATESIE T 7T 2

T 7 Tz act § o3 o SR W aresmed &
T SR FoRAT AT | FT1eeh aMTosTed dHg adt & 500 Hiet
SIS o, 38 918 500 H 1000 HIET deh ST T 4000 Hiex &
FU 3 TRTST & | g T R

e ST o U 99 B9 8, S @R 9T ° T
&A1 T UTT ST & SR S21 26T SATATAR ST e qeif uaf afgmt
0 o ToheTT TS STt &) TPk &9 & ST et gr gt

AT IS, 3TuTer, A, U aum S eishel o ot foharm Smar
8T 31 9 SRl | & el @l Ar o fod s s
TTEH 3 ST & STH SIT & T I 3TehT TRFI T SER{d i Sfifad
TEd & 3k AT-ETY BT qET 1 Bl =shaTd Shl JThfeR
HTETHT & Geer ol Ja™ Fid &l RIS o SITar <9 H il 4,921
at foreft T @Rt W et € ST 3 181 ot ferareftex i afig
ST o TS| AR, 38T =T ST T[S Haltereh g &t i aret
3TT R

79 o e # ugell o o 3 e ST & an |
oft ST &Y TS SRt &bt 2,647 At TRt 377kt TR © 37T
Hatfeer gfg TeRTS, oA ST Ao SowT § o o T 81 aw
SIE o AT et 1.57 UG ST & b1 &5l fohall 7T © AR
TS o STiehet shi ot & ST gt st ohi 718 ol TLHR A o
&1 % ST I ST AT 7 AT et AT Aot & g & fore et
¥ sk Hee  fordrereh aTia fopam o serd AT fsft sifer ox srie 3
e, forea feorami shY srrshifarent sl s o fee firent it ga@
BT SATaoT 3T hrei ek oft sremm

fad o ad 2004 @ 2017 & s o7 | ot AT HY
TSI ohl &1 fohaT TTIT &1 ST ohY Tl fereh ST, 3TTITe T o fHiehe
ST TR T o1 &S H 91 TS| 3TTehg o STEN fUset 14 ai #
AT S Tt FeATS T | 98 2017 Y Fa) W & 39 AT |
TS AT o [T 3ATE STHY 3 sht 3TH ek i SEd g AR
I FHET A AN 2016 H T AT STt 9 H1 1 o & A
feram & ofiT ot fomy &9 & Soorg o & ferar ma Rl

e & e I T g I TR o JAH 3R
33T T T el 1 ft Iooi@ B a1 3R o i guret
TTCreT 37 wererient o Forq -3 offer Tereh ofef dide =eq fef
TIT 21 39 GHY 28 TS ST T I T 36 S I 8 39
AT TS AL BI5ed S BT SATATS Ll & A AT I
GAETT ST ST L o LT Ao {a1e” TTeRur HoTer oht
taT 21 Tt yeRr vt e d (Fefoem aaid foreem), w
I TN UfteTeh T G foharm 1T © forereht Seva o= & Hafeerd
ToTeRTYt FEATY, FotasRatst i Aifer fFreatert A saesy
1 39 @ % T wviiferes, o S, @ifEa &, T fed,
TSN, ST o TR ST Safolfaerdr 3T(e & Heiferd S1er i 2
IIA b1k ohl SSTE § el HITATSE § Aok I TUreAT Tt
(Y B3 (EIR) Tl ITH & ol & S g9kt wgrdt § a1
ST 3 gt Y difrefor e @ ], sirer Y 3T it et argn
ST TR et STt ®, T & sl T | § 37

February, March - 2018
- RUDALEISH



@ POLICY ANALYSIS

“TRITeror T e ot foraT ST et 21 37 Wit e o St
TorTa s ot & TR +ft ST o TeEToT ST warel o fawm 7 ok
AT L TET & TR+ e EHE T e R BRI sfear
il fea o, oo AT @ STl o foehre 3 3ok geaEm
1 el oh ToTC TN HehfIsH ST it 3hi hiTRTeT 31 718 of)
39 TR o Siarid aHTesTed SIR arsTer i TUrEdT SgH
T B TE i I H IS 3T T fiy BT SR e
TR g KN ATe &=l U e & 77 e i, sor f 7R e
3 TAfeleRTe T e Tfi fope I 21 wrer & g R A TS
TR ol ohg TR ThA T TeRtor shrlisha (TudT)
o STeaTe o o foIq F1eMT 1S 2, forereh SAaria ot A 3uh
HTEUTE o &A1 T AN T HEHTHIT o HIeW & forehrd i
e ¢l

RN - I TN o ATE I o od gY F=sia
Heaor sttt 19727 % Wet s 3T Sfe aete s )
AT fr Teeor ud e farw 2010° T % forg fraifa fog
T FR 3k efe i et st o wifafess &9 € et
TE R *hy T “STefa T Geer 3 o SR & e g
& farm % fore Sz TR T ASET A 21 aRsa
e T2 S o T | o1 SR aRIsial o A9 R
T sk TR o1 ST foRam T 31 36 Yol o Sfia Siqat &
TR ST T 3 S et SfwfRrRit o Rt o de T
2, W1 € S USiTert ol g9 fIR S FEw 3eM o fraw fag
T E| T ST S T TS T AR 1972 %
ST # TR ot U HRIh ST TRIT 2| <ok 31 ST awrsiiat
1 T SiqEsfid § 3afely TR 7 a=sfiat & HTeqor e
siife oq Tt o & sfom, it s, sww ofe H shfer dex
Tt o &)

THh TTY-HTY WL STehL0T I frerereh” () i
GO G TR AT ST 2, 39 ereireh H Sferoeh ehtor <
1T e o e o qed shs AT TST TqT 0 hIT S
T 31 9 1Y H T&I ®T ¥ a9 &A1 6 JohEM hl AR
o fore, aferter & forg, o aftfurfasht @ &t iR @ s e &
T 3 F=rier Heeqr Ue EeaTens faehre il ot @ foha
S| ST Squl i 340 § ST & Uk S 380 e
% fou <ermar faem sl ot sty foram mm ol sfa
ATRIEROT Y TATeT S A & ST A S g %
AT wTelt e S TS 2| 39 STATE “feHTeR & e
foTw Tt forery ey fefar 1T & AT 30 & o Heret Weie o6
forw oft wer Ui g ST TR R

Il F 311 U & +ff § STet TR 1 ST St
T A B AERHRAT © o T o7 AfS- 39 iaia
T 7T STfeR sl T 3T 1t s i STravasRar
2 fSrad & o 8 @ B et e o weh i wfiera @
i o frafert s yem foha ST =t rférd 3=, s sameTa
fewTer, qelf e STR ufert =re % U el ST SR §
feura 2, 37 o anforfares nfafafie =t o o & e fear s
e afar et Tt # g STt & 3@ T R o v
TEIRTAT & FTSI-0] Ho b oW i ST Foherdt feft 21
Ifg 3l YRR T TRATITGT S o HLEI0T Shishd | Y ST df I8
oft ffera = & afertor o foe sr=st yama g 1972 w1 et
SFfETe SHT Teh TG ST 21 <ok =, JM0rsT & o foeIg
Sl HTeT SUTedl LT T U T G JHTE 39 SIEd i &1l
Hafer H U A o 7T UEl SHuf-a i TS Ud et gt i
X FEIT0T 3 o1 STTcaTTe foram STHT =iy el & 6mel SivTed ot
IcTEehdT o ST, SEaX o Jaie, SHTiEt & Ushemd, S3Teh
TepeATeh o HTEAH § el T ST ud fovg sheer 2y =1 Wi
ek off T ot foremrer 3T weror forarm ST Hehat Rl

ST 3 | T wore R fafir woat i efterfistor
fifertt & Tfelen foehre ! S o YA foRT ST 7 €, W T
oft &2 Tt BT <t 39 foreRre it i wRiteRor 3R a4 A
THMHT TS| ST 39 A hT AT § o T o 580 foIfvre
formTt & ey wrer AW SHar i arfiert off serRl SR '
Tedl ANRH il 0 & 36 39T o T oft smreshar feart
Bt 37 et & few 3w § o o wer ok T off =os s
TET) AT 5 T2 T shl T B I TR0 o oA Tt i
§ B Tt} Y T A o fordr 3t s oY | ot S R
ST ARTH o foTe oft icamed & ST Jepfces sur e S
TR |rer & | 39 Huf ot STaree! ot a7 st s, feeht
QRIS o Afdea § ST § o HuaT i &fd g 81 39 Y
T ST wtarofir T o qehrere o fordl Serrt STt & S
=1 Torehre ST foReaTe AT ST |1 €1 WIHRTiereh Sl o saeht
TTLT S T, q 87 a7 ifd % 33% =16 o A& deh
Tgd Rl

(@ Raet et frafemea § foe e §)

February, March - 2018
- RUDELEIS



@ POLICY ANALYSIS

wter fEig

I hIX ; TTH ST ok TATEST <hl
Y & et AT

TR A form a1, 2019 o Sl H “SATH YA HrHshd

o qEd TS TR TTEUT AISHT (THU=YTH) 919 8 Uh

TS ST T E9OI 6T 7| 38 HIS FAT ot HET A1 @ R
e ST STerfHen, ATefieh ST Tt T O A oh Tareed
I BT ST T TEATS 2 9 AISHT o6 ATIH F 10 U H AT
TR YHER (ST 50 e el e g it areafies
3R AR TR W 3¢ Jid IRAR 5 AT T Toh e ST
HeItS! SET fehaT STTETT| 8 SReTieret ST shi -2 ohT Teldl ST
TN Tory TN Tamee sk |1 ST 3&T 2

TG AISHT 1 AT T T g aret faeh s,
TEHT, THalsT T TAHATTAL hl AR HrasToh Ha T FHaT

formet 1 3R 91 T/T 2| F® ST 1 FeT & Toh 36 ATSHT b
TANTA hT T8 § TSI |27 10 § 15 SATER 3 9g T 2
BTeAioh 78 Toth ek STTHTH 2, STeISTE $6eh el ST Hehd € foh T
T o TATELT 3 Wi ThTE Y HIGIeTaT §oe ol S 2 3
foren e wat foremrrereiier <=t # WHT AT 40 o %1 H & AT X
&1 718 off| IITETT % A X WS e FISHT hi ST §
1938, ST = 1941 SR dfesam 1945 | <] foram om
ISET T # 33 foefed o A @ 32 W A
W AT = W 8, Al Tt st A e A
TOTTAT 3 Q1T H SHT-3TT 8] 12 <2 Tehel- ST JolTed! sh ded
T ARTIERT T T ATUTIQ itk TR SHT T A L

February, March - 2018
- ECDALRIRR



@ POLICY ANALYSIS

FATES ToHTTSH 58 UMY bl 370 F8T AT foAT 21 6 =11 7 &t
ol Ty ST Tiie ot sedd =, S8 T a1 e & areaw
Y TIET 1T 81 STHHT A 389 JUTTe bl 79T 2

9 M 7 S-E T JoTTeAT bt 79T R, fSrereh d8d et
T TR T T TR HaT 3 % for s R g,
AR 38k o TTient WX o TR ST 21 39 3Tk |, S
TR SR TR a1 ETiiet ST FTedT 8, SHeh! 36 fordl
T § A AT ST 81 Shidt o 36 HISS ohT ST Tl ) W
9N AR ST A Qe TeTared 3 TS aTel Higel o TR
T T ST 31 AR fofaT 21

FAUT H IR H TS ey ST ASHT (STRTHETS)
I e, oeent Seva il T & i e aret uied s T
ST IUTSY AT B 39k I 5 TEEAT UNER =T 31EqdTe
Wl @9 o foR 30,000 BSTR F9 T FAleX AR T T
foram Srar B1 a9 2017 H TRugstaTg & qed anreff afemd i
AT AT 3.65 U off, ST et Il TR T 61% T FHATE,
TRT 3R S ST SRV & $6 AT ! TITH el el S
Tk 2l

TR @ T wvft TSl § sTawitaTg st ot S ARt
21 S, 38T e H A AISHT TN Tel 81 $Eehl STE el sty
SRR #ff FISHT = TE 21 eileeh 3T AHTHTG o hadt F &
TSl o sRuEstaTs w1 @ fora T ?1 =, qu e § sy
0 T NfYa Tameey fimr FieATd =it @ 81 SeoeH © fh
T gRT Tor TN SoTEe siHT ATSHT § Helferd T4 shl Ueh Sel
AT STRUTETETS o HehTerct SATaT ATdTf-ad & T &
U TS, ST 40 TfTd ToTee T T 96 @ B, SHT ey
IISTTAT T Teh TTY Tl TIAT Hohol 8| 3Hh SE ATITIET o
0T AT oft GHTEAT ) TS 75 AT & |1 A9 T&T =t

T2 TIS[ET TATER ASHTSAT o e o vat & oft 721 €, Fifeh asie
T JEdTfed TIuEdied 9y 2011 ¥ o7 7 eqifeier, gt ua
ST SERTUHT o TR W Ffed Tk DIl et a8 i &
e AT &, STeloh TSI S8 T 2,50,000 TATE TR § 3 31T
Tt Tft AT b “THEHAT ST AISHT o Ted SaTeed ST i
LIERIEERCEIEER

W5 2015 H TR S GLET AISHT 6 T8 2 FH ARG
STt STHT ATSHTE 3T AT off| ST AT ATt o Tt ik @t
T 1T Sfere & Hreem @ sfiur w61 e Are Tl R ST R
T ST ST TR o ford SISt o Aeft 9Tt bt 3T=aT Uiadre
Ty o, foreest swwor 6w <faT fiftg om o1 i aife ° 3=
IISHT % & 19 FUS ST diferelt dsfisrd & 7R T 18 g
73 diferfert sfar shafa=r g S oY 718 €1 39 ASHT Y Tehetdm
T 9% 8 S1aT 2 T T gufdfa sfmr I i awerar i
YT 5917 & 2

Teh AT o HeTiofeh TICSITTH shi FHTeh AT SIS
HAH, ST 12,000 S TG 8, § F7 WM TR A i J
2,000 S FIF 7T foham & 3T 11,000 FUS T 9 F
ST M o1 T&dT 1 36 1 GeerH off TE 2, Fifh 18 6
ST FTET ST FH B T STTA ol AT TR O GE STl
o QAT B H HHY AT 21 IATEL0N o AR 9 & o Hredl |
ANTHAETS & 3T A T | o a9 2012-13 & SR 36T
AT AT 87% 9T, S ford e 2016-17 5 SGaRT 122% &1 T/

TACUH I §GRR 8 AR Hf, g1 ot do
ATET & {1 TR 8| HEetH, T G 3%k foral 262 ol Tt
U, S SftAT shoet T offereh o a i fferar st seen
forelt sftar ot =T = Gt ar T 39 ST ot ST ST
g ST fSreRT Teat s & s e

R Tuft st o fore e iftrm faff fomem smar @
Al %D TSAl ! SATET SHHTH 1 A FHAT T, Flh FO
=1 FHH| ITEL o AR T HENTS IR AT S T, FSieht
ARTEETE % qed ot Nt 7 avdt Tt 7 e fown @, 6
THTEATE & ded ot Tsat o fod wen Hiftem 1 feior s @
T &1 HehelT 2| STEETeA, TSI o {sharmera ht ®oT frefeor &
AT 37 1A 9T 4 fou ST hY SHfie 81 9T, 36 F1SHT 9 2T hl
Teh ST 7 AATHTIaId BT, SEE ST g1 fohaT SIT HehdlT 3

(T ARAT TC 9% o HRUNC g HAS & ATAH
AT ToroTT § ShIERd g 3 3ok Tt foam §1)

February, March - 2018
_ 28 .



@ POLICY ANALYSIS

Madhura Joshi

Pradhan Mantri Mahila Shakti Kendra

Scheme:
An effective tool to empower rural women through

community participation

‘Pradhan Mantri Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme’
is one of the most uniquedevelopmental schemes
passed by current NDA government for upliftment of
women focusing on the ones in rural areas.

T and will be extended up to 2019. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi chaired the Committee of Eco-
nomic Affairs that gave a nod to this ambitious scheme.
‘Pradhan Mantri Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme’
(PMMSK) is an addendum to the most revered ‘Beti
Padhao Beti Bachao’ which has proved to be a tour de
force of the NDA. PMMSK will be under the direction
of Women and Child Development Ministry and the fi-
nancial outlay of the scheme from the year 2017-18 to
2019-20 will be Rs. 3,636 crore with a central share of
approximately Rs 3,084 crore.

The scheme will be implemented with a cost
sharing ratio of 60:40 percent between the union and
state governments but in North-East and special cate-
gory states it will be 90:10 percent. Main emphasis of
the scheme is to generate awareness among women of
rural areas regarding the various programs of govern-
ment concerning Women like ‘Pradhan Mantri Ujjwa-
laYojna, One-stop Center Scheme, Women Helpline
Scheme, SwadharGreh Schemeand Mudra Yojna and
to create an ambiance in which they can realize their

tull potential.College students will volunteer in almost
115 backward districts and the Government aims to

he concerned scheme was passed in 2017-18

ensure participation of NCC cadets as well. This move
will ascertain community engagement and isyet anoth-
er ingenious effort towards the government’s motto of
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas. Involvement of NCC cadres
and other students in the work will surely help them
evolve and understand the real spirit of rural women.
Women on the other hand will engage with a generation
younger and well familiar with current socio-economic
scenario of the country.

The new scheme will be conceived at various

levels, where the National Centers will provide do-
main-based knowledge support with State Resource
Centers for Women providing technical support, Block
and Village level centers are expected to carry out the
actual pursuit of the scheme. The scheme will be imple-
mented through State and UT governments. Govern-
ment is expected to open PMMSK’s in 115 backward
districts which will be covering 920 blocks with expect-
ed expansion in future.
At National Level, the experts will provide do-
main-based knowledge support to educate about steps
to be taken to improve capabilities and impart training
to women thereby ensuring their engagement in over-
all socio-economic activities. A task team will be setup
with Principal Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child
Development as Chairperson including financial advi-
sors and other ministry persons as members. The con-
cerned team will supervise the overall implementation
of the scheme.
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The State Resource Centre for Women (SCRW) at state
level is expected to provide technical assistance and re-
view various laws, schemes concerning women moni-
toring the ground level implementation. A team will be
setup under guidance of Secretary, Ministry of Women
and Child Development as Chairperson and members
of concerned ministries to undertake reviews of SRCW,
DRCW and Block Level centers.

District Resource Centers for Women (DRCW) will be
built to act as link between ground level and State level
centers that will identify information on various pro-
grams, laws and schemes of Government. At District
Level, a team will be setup under District Collector as
Chairperson. They will act as a link between the team
at State level and atground level. It will have three staff
members.

Block level implementation will be the actual imple-
mentation of schemes that will be carried out by the
Gram Panchayats, where students and NCC cadets
will engage with women and appraise them of various
schemes of the Government and provide training to
increase their capabilities. The services will be carried
out in coherence with various vanguard social organi-
zations like ASHAs, AWW, ANMs, CSCs, and Women
Self Help Groups, etc.

At union level, the feedback mechanism is based on
online submission of reports, suggestions and views.
Concerned officers will be asked to upload reports,
mechanisms, instructions and feedback of the various
schemes.

The structural blueprint of the scheme, which is based
on hierarchy, with one level supervised by the other, is

quintessential. The echelons in the model with one level
under the other will help improve the effectiveness of
the scheme, plus it will keep in check malpractices as
one grade will have to report to the other.

‘Pradhan Mantri Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme’ is de-
signed for aid and convenience of women. The scheme
also aims at improving child sex ratio, securing future
of the girl child and empowering them. It hitches on
providing rural women a perspective of Government’s
programs, schemes and projects and also accords these
to them, to help them utilize this projects, schemes or
programs to improve their capabilities.

PMMSK is contemplated as a single step support ser-
vice with opportunity for skill development, health and
nutrition and employment.

The scheme is aimed to create discernment among rural
women regarding schemes like ‘Ujjwala Yojna, Wom-
en Help Line Centers, and otherefficacious scheme like
‘Mudra Yojna’ that will help women get loan with ease
for their entrepreneurial aspirations.

The Pradhan Mantri Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme in
its current avatarhas potential to become one of the
most efficacious schemes of the NDA government. The
scheme will help empower rural women in a true sense,
giving spectacular results rather than paper-based cli-
ché schemes that were brought in by the previous gov-
ernments.

(The author is a student of engineering at University
of Mumbai and a regular commentator on social and
political issues.)
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hRITAT 2T Bedl o T, b1 Tt & | furfeed ot iR 38 3o
o foTe 2me 7 Teid gewar & Aifd TR fi S I FErerd & 92
T ok TEATAT. W1 &1 HIST SR ohl STIToLr ohi ¥t ST deh
TR TSTIT o1 U forehed o &9 4 Tty fepar, frgu # fireft
56 ST o ATl H SR Fe TN & e o HEATHHT bl @
ST Y TSI 37O TS o6 W § qaTaL o6 oA Ao waw o
1 L TR . T O shl @ shl ISR SRt o HTY-
Y % TR ohl SUCATSURAT shi ST ohT HHIAICR 1 AT
HheTdTgeh T, SEeRT TR & fof STTST oot Brgwr i s1vie
[EREIRERIER IR RIC KRS

THHTHA | HTSTIT o SR TS & o &9 H il Teid

SR Hi0E o Ui S1ed S fr T8 hl Teh Sh10T AT ST FohdlT &,
HHST o TR R SIS h FEE T B § aft

FHSIL g B &1 . HilE o U1 7 1 his 316 S=Tieh =ifd & 3T
T ST T TgE T STTCHISTE & FoR 377 T 2.

T T AT & TehT WISTIT  Hes! Uiel 81 H I Taiiod ¥ giiet
F AV, T8 FHSET SATST U 8. LA, TSI shl Teh ATHT
JF oIt BNt 8. ST T fowr o &9 § 39 USHIf
I e STTaT 2. TS | |rTiSTeR i T skt gem-fewm
TTHA R,

Tz AIEl % G greTer ST AT ITE o T |rsT
FT TSR T & 918 ¥ & 3T o Teohd e ot o {3 aref
3R TR ST T GO o T SaRT QX1 o &L Tl B & ST &
TR T g, UTE oh foreRem o HATfle iR amifsrh dea
GTHTL T FISHAIHAT ok 7t 1l el 1t g1 Heh ohl AT
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© EVENT @ SPMRF

Discussion on
Union Budget 2018
at SPMRF Conference Room
on 1st February 2018
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© EVENT @ SPMRF

SPMRF & NMML Organised a Panel Discussion
on “Union Budget 2018” with the Members of the Economic
Advisory Council to the Prime Minister

at Nehru Memorial Museum & Library
on 7th February 2018
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© EVENT @ SPMRF

SPMRF Organised a Talk on “Triple Talaq to Haj Subsidy:
Shaping the future of Muslim Women in India” by Prof. Syed
Tanveer Nasreen (Professor-in-charge, Dept. of Women'’s
Studies, Burdwan University, West Bengal & Social Activist)
at BJP Central Library
on 10th February 2018
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© EVENT @ SPMRF

SPMRF, NMML & BharatShakti.in organised a
Seminar on
“Indian Resurgence: Aspirations, Approaches,

Achievements”
on 22nd February 2018
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© EVENT @ SPMRF

Discussion on
“THTAT TET 7 TEAd AT T TATAT 0l T
at Samvad Bhavan, Digvijay Nath PG College,
Auditorium, Gorakhpur
on 23rd February 2018
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“The gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural, social, economic
and political can be rendered possible thought coordinated efforts of bands
of trained and disciplined efforts of bands of trained and disciplined Indians.
Armed with the knowledge of Indian’s past glory and greatness, her strength
and weakness, it is they who can place before their country a programme of
work, which while loyal to the fundamental traditions of India civilisation will
be adapted to the changing conditions of the modern world.”

-Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943
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