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Tracing history of black money:
Past and present

DR. ANIRBAN GANGULY

mit Shah’s point that the BJP has been
fighting against black money since the

days of the Jana Sangh has put many in
the spot, especially the Congress, which allowed
this practice and habit to grow.
During a media téte-a-téte last week, BJP president
Amit Shah publicly spoke of the need to eradicate
the role of black money in electioneering. He ar-
gued that the demand made by the BJP today is
not something new; it had been doing so since the
days of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh. “What matters to
us and towards which we wish to work is the erad-
ication of the role of black money in our elections”,
Shah said, without mincing words.
Naturally, such a stance has put a number of others
in a spot — one can see the extreme manifesta-
tions of their discomfiture through a continuous
theatrical performance, both inside and outside
Parliament. The Congress is, perhaps, the hardest
hit with such a stance; historically it is one party
which has allowed this practice and habit to grow
to gargantuan proportions. In fact Shah was right
when he said that it was during the Congress rule
that the nation suffered from the paralysis of black
money and the process of demonetisation was a
surgery that was required to free the nation from
the clutches of such a debilitation.

It is perhaps after a long hiatus — the last
ones who spoke passionately on the issue of tack-
ling the role of black money in elections was per-
haps Jayaprakash Narayan, C Rajagopalachari and
Nanaji Deshmukh — that such a discourse is tak-
ing centre-stage and the president of the largest as
well as the ruling party is seen talking in no uncer-
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tain terms on the need to neutralise this parasitical
disease which is silently eating away at the crucial
entrails of our democratic polity. This, in itself, is
a heartening development and must be welcomed
by all those who wish to see a true cleansing and
reform of our election system gradually take place.
In fact, as early as 1959, writing to one of his private
secretaries, Rajendra Prasad, then President of the
Indian Republic, had expressed a deep concern of
this growing trend of corruption and had hoped
that someday someone would have the gump-
tion to undertake drastic measures. “Are we really
walking on mines which may burst any day?” he
wrote, “I hear that people are freely talking about
corruption, bribery, nepotism...” Prasad called for
probe and a “drastic remedy”.

Prasad’s colleague and leader Jawahar-
lal Nehru, however, exuded ambivalence when
it came to tackling corruption and black money.
Over 15 years after he became the Prime Minister,
Nehru astonishingly argued, “Corruption is... the
result of the democratic process; and I am a little
afraid that as this process grows, corruption is go-
ing down to the villages.” The authors of an assess-
ment of Nehru’s premiership observe, “Surprising-
ly, Nehru’s Government found no means to bring
to book black-marketeers, adulterators and others
indulging in dangerous anti-social activities. In a
democratic set up none expected Nehru to hang
every black-marketeer from the nearest lamp-post
[as he had once famously pledged to do], but if,
in West Bengal alone, the Congress Government
could between 1947-58 jail over “one hundred
thousand people connected with the democratic
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movements of different sections of the people,” the
country surely had the right to expect the Prime
Minister to be equally ruthless towards corrupt
and corrupting men.”

Towards the end of his life, Nehru’s ambiv-
alence towards corruption had aggravated, in No-
vember 1963 he told his partymen that “the talk of
graft and corruption in India is exaggerated” while
the president of his party — at that point of time N
Sanjeeva Reddy — had warned that the “organisa-
tion had lost its prestige because many Congress-
men who, before independence, had been paupers
had by now become millionaires” Nehru imme-
diately modified his stance, adding that “unless
corruption was rooted out from every walk of life
all talk of socialism would be meaningless.” Grad-
ually the search for his socialist utopia led to the
creation of a cronyism and kickback-based system
where hoarding and black economy became the
order of the day. His daughter did little to cleanse
the system and, instead, reinforced and institu-
tionalised the habit of graft and promoted cronies
and did much to weaken the democratic system
by often subverting the electoral process; her de-
scendents further perfected that approach.

As early as 1961, Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya had spoken of how a section with
ill-gotten wealth was being enlisted in elections.
“...A number of people are given tickets”, he point-
ed out, “for no other qualifications than their ca-
pacity to spend money. These people come in the
field at election time and then hibernate for five
years in the crowded bustees of Calcutta and Bom-
bay. They do not come to the people to solicit their
votes but to purchase them. They do not apply or
qualify for the party ticket but purchase it. For
them no price is too high. All that they want is to
grease their way to the Parliament. For them itisa
business deal...”
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Shah’s point that this struggle against black

money was not a new found cause by the BJP and
that the party has been highlighting the issue of
black money since the days of the Jana Sangh bears
merit — at least activists and leaders with a sense
of history will appreciate it. Those parties which
have in any case lost their sense of history, their
ideological moorings and have come to rely on the
wisdom of imported academics and leaders, will
scarcely internalise such an allusion.
In its first party document, released on its found-
ing day on October 21, 1951, under Syama Prasad
Mookerjee, the Jana Sangh referred to a “horde of
problems” besetting India, both “internal and ex-
ternal, old and new, which instead of nearing solu-
tion after independence are daily getting aggravat-
ed...Its production is falling, black marketing and
profiteering are rampant and charges of corrup-
tion and favouritism against the administration...”
are growing.

Jana Sangh’s economic resolution, ‘Eco-

nomic Situation in the Throes of a Holocaust, in its
April 1974 session at Ujjain, spoke unequivocally
on the need to eradicate black money. “The Indian
economy’, it noted, “is diseased, and present order
of privileges, licences, black money, and quotas is
suffering from incurable cancer. Nothing short of
a major overhaul can reverse the unerring descent
to disaster” Proffering detailed suggestions, the
resolution said, among other things, that “Cur-
rency should be demonetised to unearth present
hordes of black-money”
While the previous ruling dispensation was tight-
lipped on this need and rapaciously and routinely
indulged in scams, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
took to serving the bitter brew that would start
sweeping the system clean.

(The writer is s senior columnist. This article was
published first in The Pioneer)
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By-Poll Results : End game
anti-demonetization crusaders ?

AJAY KASHYAP

ver since the 8th of November, 2016
when our Prime Minister announced the

demonetization scheme whereby Rs.500
and Rs.1000 ceased to be legal tender, political
opponents have taken to the streets claiming it to
be a move that is ‘anti-aam aadmi. The likes of
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and Bengal CM Mamta
Didi have left no stone unturned to throw
unsubstantiated and uncorroborated accusations
at the Prime Minister, Didi going to the extent of
saying that “We will remove PM Modi from
politics”

The desperation and worry of these leaders
can be clearly seen from such statements. One
wonders why leaders like Kejriwal who made it
into politics after crusading against black money
and corruption are not supporting this move which
is the most significant and courageous move taken
by any Government since Independence against
black money.

After the Demonetization move, by-polls
were held for four Parliamentary and ten Assembly
seats across several states like Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, West Bengal, Tripura, Madhya Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu - and one union territory, Puducherry.
In addition to this, there were Municipal Council
and Nagar Panchayat polls in Maharashtra. It was
argued by political scientists that these by-polls
will be a litmus test for BJP after Demonetization
and the results of these polls will be a clear
indication whether this move of the Government
was indeed ‘Anti-aamaadmi’ The results of these
polls have come as a surprise to all the critics of
PM NarendraModi and his Government.

In states like Assam, Arunachal Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh where BJP was in a direct
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contest, the party won impressively. In Assam,
not only did the BJP retain the Parliamentary
seat vacated by CM Sarbanada Sonowal, it also
gained an assembly seat which was previously
held by the Congress. In Arunachal Pradesh, wife
of Former CM Late KhalikoPul, Smt. DesinguPul
contested on a BJP ticket and won by a handsome
margin. In Madhya Pradesh, the BJP retained the
LokSabha and Assembly seats winning them by
a healthy margin. Although the TMC fared well
in the by-polls of Bengal, credit must be given to
BJP for coming second in one-time Left bastion of
Coochbehar and pushing the Forward Bloc to a
distant third position.

However, the best results for the BJP came from
Maharashtra. Elections for Municipal Councils
and Nagar Panchayats were held wherein the BJP
surged ahead by winning 851 of 3510 seats up from
396 seats in 2011. The Government of Maharashtra
this time introduced direct elections for the post of
President in 147 Municipal Councils; the BJP won
52 of these seats with alliance partner Shiv Sena
winning 23 seats. BJP seems to have wrested the
Western-Maharashtra belt from the NCP and the
Congress, the stronghold of leaders like Sharad
Pawar.

Prime Minister tweeted post the results “a
win for pro-poor & development politics of BJP”.
It is true that the common tax paying citizens
of our country are happy with this decision of
demonetization and content with the Government’s
measures to tackle cash crush. However, power
hungry and scam tainted politicians like ‘Didi’
seem to have made up their mind in opposing any
and every move of the Modi Government terming
it as ‘Anti-aamaadmi. Attention seeking politicians

35



like Delhi CM Kejriwal seem to have forgotten
the mandate given by the people of Delhi and
keep wasting their time on unnecessary banter on
twitter against the PM instead of trying to solve the
innumerous issues plaguing the common citizens
of Delhi.

Rahul Gandhi on being asked about the
long queues in Banks in one of the interviews
said, “Janta Kamzor hai”; what a shame that even
after 60 years of Congress rule which was mostly
a Gandhi-Nehru family rule, the people are still
“weak” Little does he realise that as seen by the
by-poll results, Congress party is on death bed
and if he continues his antics, we will soon see a
‘Congress Mukt Bharat!
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It is clear by the theatrics of the opposition
leaders that there are too many aspirants for the
post of Prime Minister in 2019. However, a divided
opposition is nothing but an asset to BJP and PM
Modi. Amidst this drama, there was some hope
and maturity shown by leaders like Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar who went public in his support for
demonetization.

All in all, one can conclude that the honest
tax paying citizen is happy and willing to be
inconvenienced for a few weeks for a better future
but it is the corrupt and ambitious politicians
who are having sleepless nights post November
8th. The nation must come together and support
this move that will help in combating social evils
like corruption, black money, terrorism and
counterfeiting of Indian currency.

(The writer is a columnist.)
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Support for Demonetisation is Wide - only
the Unwise and Unethical Oppose it

DR. ANIRBAN GANGULY

n a little over 24 hours since he called for
n a feedback, over 5 lakh people responded

to PM Narendra Modi’s call and proffered
their views on the move of demonetisation. In a
truly participative exercise, a “Jan ki Baat” in the
true sense, Prime Minister Modi reached out to
the people directly and asked them to discuss his
effort at eradicating black money and corruption
through  this move. The respondents
overwhelmingly supported the move saying that it
was necessary for comprehensively tackling
corruption at various levels and for making the
economy robust and resilient in the long run. The
vast majority of the people of India have this earthy
sense of purpose and know when a step is taking
in earnest for their well-being. This direct outreach
has demonstrated the faith that people at large
have in the Prime Minister and in his move to
cleanse the economy. People are willing to put up
with inconveniences and roundly support the
effort. With the Prime Minister’s Office closely
monitoring the situation and development, the
responsiveness of the government to the situation
and to suggestions is distinctly visible on the
ground, leading to positive responses to the
challenges.

Interestingly or ironically, those political
parties and leaders who have made great capital
in the name of fighting corruption and who have
in the past, periodically called for cleansing public
life and earned various sobriquets and laurels are
the one who are howling most and loudest against
this onslaught on black money and that too in
the name of the “common people.” Take the case
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of West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee,
for example, she has been rabble rousing the
streets of Delhi ever since the announcement of
demonetisation was made. Ms. Banerjee professes
to speak up for the “common people” while
throwing up her irrational tantrums and ire at
the Prime Minister who has himself said that this
move was aimed at empowering the marginalised.

It would be useful to recall that as Chief
Minister , Mamata Banerjee presided over the
Saradha Chit Fund scam, a scam of gigantic
proportions involving about Rs. 2460 crores. A
number of her political and social associates were
involved in the Saradha issue and were in the know.
The Saradha Chit fund scam left a trail of deathsand
robbed the poor of their hard earned savings. Ms.
Banerjee did not take to the streets then, choosing
to remain silent or distancing herself from it all.
She did not take out processions in support of the
poor or the “common people” in whose name she
has built a career in politics. Having often cried out
against corruption, it is strange to see her today
vocally oppose a historic move that is aimed at
curbing and eventually eradicating the corroding
malady of black money. Ms. Banerjee never issued
any statement expressing support or concern for
those family whose earning members committed
suicide unable to bear the loss of their savings
because of the Saradha Scam.

Even at the level of governance Ms. Banerjee
has been acutely insensitive to the plight of the
tea garden workers. Conservative estimates point
out that over 70 recorded starvation deaths have
already occurred in the tea gardens of north Bengal



in her tenure and each time she has either chosen
to ignore or argue herself and her administration
out of it. Starvation, penury, malnutrition and lack
of access to medical facilities have led to these
deaths and yet despite being in power now for over
five years she has done precious little to alleviate
the suffering and to improve the status of the tea
garden workers. The Left Front rule in West Bengal
has also been equally disastrous and “common
people” have suffered most — with the breakdown
of rural infrastructure, industry, healthcare and
education.

While some propagate their concern for the
poor because of political reasons or simply because
it is fashionable to do so, Prime Minister
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Modi’s government has consistently and
constantly striven for the empowerment and
inclusion of the marginalised. In fact its governance
and policy focus has been to realise that objective.
Professing to work for the empowerment and uplift
of the poor while opposing policies and efforts that
actually ensure their empowerment is not only not
ethical politics, it is not wise politics either. Those
who overlook that are in the long run, as they say,
politically rejected or politically dead...

(The writer is a columnist.)
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Demonetisation and the vanishing
stone-pelters of Kashmir

AJAY KASHYAP

t is no secret that our notorious western

neighbour is fuelling tensions in the valley.

For almost 20 weeks since the killing of
terrorist Burhan Muzaffar Wani, the valley was
completely shut due to protests sponsored by
separatists.

However, within 10 days of the historicand bold
move of the Modi Government on demonetisation,
the valley has sprung back to life. The question being
asked is: Why did the unrest stop all of a sudden after
demonetisation? It goes on to prove that the stone-
pelters were in fact paid for this job and that they owe
no allegiance to these separatists who call for a ‘Azad
Kashmir’

Class 12th students defied the separatists call
for a boycott and around 95 per cent students appeared
for their board exams, one of the highest seen in recent
years. These are all poof that the feeling in Kashmir
is not what the mainstream Indian media has been
projecting. Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar had
said that these stone-pelters were paid Rs 500 each for
targeting the security forces. Clearly, demonetisation
has affected to an extent terror-funding in the valley.

It remains to be seen how our ‘human rights’
activist justify this sudden decline in stone pelting. For
long, these activists, who are apologists for terrorists
and separatist forces, had claimed the Indian state to be
the aggressor and supported the cessation of Kashmir
from India. With protests dying down in the valley, it
is a clear indication that, though all may not be well,
there is certainly hope for a better future in Kashmir
after this courageous move by the Union Government.

Intelligence sources had in the past pointed out
how hundreds of crores of rupees were pumped in, and
in most cases, fake Indian currency was being
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used by these ‘angels of azadi’ to disrupt normal life
in Kashmir. But the ‘secular’ Governments of the past
didn’t move an inch to curtail this menace. Now that
there is a Government which has shown the spine
to work against the anti-national forces and try to
bring peace to the valley, the secularists are unable to
stomach this fact.

However, one must understand that all is
not well. This is a temporary phase and Pakistan will
be back at what it does best. Therefore, the Indian
Government and the civil society must use this time
to engage with the common Kashmiris, recognise
their needs and aspirations and try to find solutions.
Kashmiriyat will prevail if we sit across the table and
try to understand each other. After all, Kashmiris are
our people and Kashmir is an integral part of India.

Pakistan on the other hand will try to deflect the
attention of the world community from the atrocities
it commits in Gilgit-Baltistan and Balochistan by
invoking trouble in Kashmir. It is necessary that we
utilise this time to educate the young aspirational
Kashmiri about our neighbour’s evil plans.

Having said that, it is time that we as Indians
come together to applaud this decision of the Prime
Minister in his fight against anti-national elements,
black money and corruption. Yes, there will be
inconvenience for today, but it is worth the pain as we
are seeing a Government that is striving hard to ease
the problems of the common man and make India a
corruption-free country.

(The writer is a columnist.)
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“The gignatic task of reconstruction, cultural, social, economic
and political can be rendered possible thought coordinated efforts of bands
of trained and disciplined efforts of bands of trained and disciplined Indians.
Armed with the knowledge of Indian’s past glory and greatness, her strength
and weakness, it is they who can place before their country a programme of
work, which while loyal to the fundamental traditions of India civilisation will
be adapted to the changing conditions of the modern world.”

-Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943
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