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ax et "I will crush your crushing mentality.” ST=TE 289 & a© gAWE= a9
% IRAR & S FA AR g, AER Ued & AT AR H Al difcesr &
qa&l g Al 8, AER 9ed Hl dWl d% ARG I Ael A Sar g1 o=
STgHT Sil H o daa H @ H el @ A 8 | FE UH HEERAr 8 | AR
TN AT & ARG ST 9] e AR § 99 Sare A 8w Hi ST
T & T HEAr Hh TH HHE SR 8 IR PSR H AXEr dod & faga #

www.spmrf.org



Ry A 9€EVY : TR FAT dAhas

12

a9 el gadl a9 & BEAT BT © | 39 &l ARl & drF J 397 Hl ST
ot &AT 927 | S AT SATATAEh B Goi Bl © 98 7 Hed Hd H
AFRTRaT 81 I8 8% 991 o= g9E Sl @, 9 Je. 9" 9<eX 9ed &l
R S ARRS B AT AWM |l S dLrEarE Il | IRl YR gg Al 6
SITAHIA & &1 HAF B A go AT H 3R A I Th IRAR & 81T H AT
T |, e € fF dihdd A Wl 9Y @Sl &, H I9H U 9 SHrEl Siedn
el g, Fith A JgUelE diehdi=eh e H WieR fFa B a1 sas fag
980 SIS 8, ST Ahds &l I © Al dbas d Il aifedl @l HH BT
Tifen SR oTiafes dbas ofsT off Siifga &1, s ofex o=l & sifvyaafe
%I Fa=ar 8, STEer Ad1, B Ag ™, Sas ded 9el & e |\ 9 g
gU HEHAT BRI 99 Bl &I, HXFIel & HATER U3 9F A1 &I, 98 95d Sl o
AR I H AR TR B GAEAT IS &9 T R S 39T & A1 A
3T ¥ vl faEm 0l 6 9l & o=y oAfaiies diehdd @ AT Al | ST AR Hr
Jqre ad B dr Y § SATIIAehIA 3T | 3T AT =) &l dle ad 8, 9l &l are
ad 8 O AR 6l Tel AT Fehell | Il &l A Alha=l @l HAoTgd i
% fQ F ofT 39 Sf. AT g9’ gEsi Q1Y SR & He9 § Sgad &l g 6
3T P ST & 7T A qEaH B THI ST AT ¢ | S 7Y TF FIA © 16 39
39T F g4 R AR & B H Aol g, 9 9l & ' J didel 8, 99 iy

ae TG B O 9Tl g STAr & S S a9 g & [ e uel & 1 o
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WHEN CIVILISED
FREEDOM DIED

= Dr. Anirban Ganguly

e 25 to June 26 announces the 41* year of one of the darkest episodes in
history of independent India. These were days on which was carried out
a murderous assault on India’s soul that had found utterance after long
suppression on the midnight of August 15, 1947. The declaration of Emergency
on the midnight of June 25 was a brazen attempt to suppress that soul of free
India, a maniacal assault on its civilisational being. It announced the darkest
phase in free India’s experiment with democracy, a phase where nothing was
sacred, where the sacred was profaned and the sublime ridiculed and crushed
under the weight of an overweening power of intolerance, of hatred and of
irreverence for the power of human goodness and of human liberty. Never
since its independence had India witnessed such darkness enveloping her
present and threatening her civilisational identity.

Yet, so intricately designed is the miasma of deception or so complete has
been the control of the system by the intellectual cheerleaders of those who
carried out this near fatal assault on the Indian psyche that its history was
hardly ever taught, nor discussions on it ever encouraged. A true and essential
history of that phase when a democratically elected Government in India chose
to suppress its own people and to hammer down dissent, has never been written
or narrated — a powerful and motivated section, sometime participants and
proponents of that terrorising clampdown have ensured that a shroud of silence
and amnesia hover around and cover that episode so that generations to come
may someday disbelief that India had one day passed through such an agony.

Itis essential, therefore, to seriously consider the need to introduce the study
of the Emergency and assault on Indian democracy and the Constitution as a
course not only in universities across the country but also at early levels when
a defence of democracy can be erected in young minds. The Indian Council of
Historical Research may also consider initiating a multi-volume project on
recording, documenting and narrating the history of the Emergency so that
the story of those dark days are forever recorded and preserved for posterity.

Those who readily disseminate sermons on the need to protect free speech
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and resist the rise of a “fascist” “corporate-communal alliance” were either at
the forefront of justifying the imposition of the Emergency dictatorship or were
absent during the massive and countrywide struggle for restoration of
democracy launched by the workers of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and
the Jana Sangh, many of whom never came out alive from detention or when
they did, were crippled and maimed for life.

Suffering from the dilemma of whether to see the Emergency as the
manifestations of imperialism or the advent of a dictatorship of the proletariat,
these self-styled messiahs of the ordinary and oppressed people of India,
conveniently avoided the jails and hell-holes of the Indira Gandhi regime. Some
of the most articulate comrades, great and profound dialecticians, had
themselves come out in support of this phase.

The veteran comrade Shripad Amrit Dange advised Indira to clamp down
on reactionaries, because “JP (Jayaprakash Narayan) represented forces at
home and abroad who were determined not so much to oust her from power
as to destroy our democratic system and our independent foreign policy.”
Dange’s foot soldiers in Bihar, the ‘red shirts’ tried to subdue and crush the
spontaneous students’ movement in favour of democracy by taking out huge
demonstrations with red shirt — so similar to “brown shirt storm troopers” —
volunteers who were armed “not only with lathis but with other weapons.”

Dange’s partymen in Parliament, also came out in Indira Gandhi’s favour,
especially her attempt to fix the Constitution. Indrajit Gupta was all for “taking
away the Supreme Court’s powers in many things” while his colleague and
her close friend, Bhupesh Gupta, interestingly referring to himself “as a citizen
of the country, as a democrat, as a champion of the working people of our
country, as one who believes in going forward by smashing all the way the
forces of reaction and counter-revolution” extended support to Indira Gandhi’s
efforts to confer upon herself supreme regulative powers even beyond the
Constitution.

In fact, the one document, the Justice JC Shah Commission report, that had
recorded, to a certain extent, the degree of bestiality unleashed on the people
of India during those days and had unravelled the intrigue to subjugate them
under a new variety of fascism was itself confiscated and consigned to the
dungeons of oblivion preventing future India from evaluating and admiring
the second struggle for freedom that Indians had undertaken to protect their
destiny.

On August 15, 1975, a deeply disturbed Dada Dharmadhikari, veteran
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freedom-fighter and Gandhian, wrote to Acharya Vinoba Bhave — who had
strangely argued that the Emergency period was a phase of national discipline
— anusashana parva — that he was not sure “whether today is the 29th
anniversary of our freedom or its first death anniversary...” Prabhakar Sharma,
a dedicated Sarvodaya worker and erstwhile satyagrahi, in a letter to Indira
Gandhi, described how shocked he was to see atrocities perpetrated by “a so-
called Congress Government that was educated in non-violence under the
leadership of Gandhiji”. Sharma, who eventually immolated himself in protest
against Indira’s dictatorship, sacrificing his body at the “altar of your
Maintenance of Internal Security Act”, saw her regime as a “body of goondas”
which had “completely turned its back to humanity, character, justice, decency,
honesty and Indian culture”. Hundred of such Gandhians and freedom fighters
waged a second battle of freedom and at times succumbed in their fight to
protect freedom in free India.

While Indira Gandhi’s partymen were busy settling scores, oppressing
ordinary people by stuffing and torturing them in jails or forcefully sterilising
them through an elaborate and official population reduction programme that
was pushed through by the Congress toughs, who threatened Governments
servants with non-payment of salaries and dismissal if they failed to meet
targets — in fact in Bihar over 80 people died due to faulty sterilisation
procedures — the RSS and the Jana Sangh workers in thousands courted arrest,
faced torture and death in their struggle to restore democracy and preserve
India’s integrity.

The RSS’s sacrificing spirit and zeal to protect India’s spirit of democracy
so profoundly moved Shivaram Karanth, legendary littérateur-activist, that
he did not hesitate to publicly observe that “...the main burden of the struggle
(against Emergency) was borne by them (workers of the RSS), it is they who
had kept up the people’s moral. More than 80 per cent of the cadres who
struggled for democracy had been drawn from the RSS.  have personally seen
thousands of their young men solely inspired by a spirit of idealism, without
any desire or expectation in return, plunging into struggle. Often they had
nothing to eat, no place to rest, but their zeal remained unabated.” Isn’t it
ironical, that 40 years since that dark phase, those who imposed Emergency
and those who directly or indirectly supported it, refer to those who resisted as
“fascists” and “anti-democratic”? This June 25 to June 26, is an opportunity
to, as JP said, tell people “of the meaning of civilised freedom, and that freedom
and democracy are the foundations of civilised mankind”. o
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NEVER AGAIN, NEVER
AGAIN, NEVER AGAIN

= Dr. A. Surya Prakash

don this columnist for beginning the article on a personal note, but one

ong the many painful memories that he carries of the dreaded

Emergency, which Prime Minister Indira Gandhi imposed on the country 40

years ago, was to have the Inspector-General of Police, Karnataka, as his

editorial boss! The latter had been appointed as the Chief Censor in the State,

and the daily drill was to send him the news reports (this columnist was then a
correspondent of The Indian Express in Bangalore) for clearance.

The Chief Censor had a battery of Deputy Superintendents of Police and
Assistant Commissioners of Police, Inspectors and Information Department
officials to vet all editorial matter, meant for publication in the following day’s
editions of all newspapers. This was the routine for 19 months — from June 26,
1975, to late January 1977. We had strict instructions that not a word should
go to print without the clearance of the IGP and his men.

As aresult, we had a van that would shuttle between our office and that of
the Chief Censor through the day carrying typed copies of editorials, the opinion
page pieces and news reports. The Censor would wade through this material,
delete anything that even remotely showed the Indira Gandhi Government in
poor light, and put his stamp and seal on it. Only copies cleared by him could
be published. The articles and news reports would come back often in a
mutilated form, but there was no way one could violate the orders of the
Censors, because arrest under the dreaded Maintenance of Internal Security
Act hung like the Sword of Damocles on our heads.

It will be difficult for young readers, who have grown up in a vibrant and
often rumbustious democratic environment, to even visualise a situation when
media content had to pass through a sieve called the Inspector General of Police!
Imagine policemen in the editorial departments of newspapers and television
news channels! This is just one of the hundreds of examples that one can offer
of the tyrannical environment that prevailed during the Emergency, when a
democratically-elected Government destroyed the Constitution and turned
itself into a fascist regime.
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Indira Gandhi’s decision to become a dictator had its origins in an election
petition filed against her by Raj Narain, accusing her of corrupt practices in
the Rae Bareli constituency during the 1971 Lok Sabha poll. Justice Jagmohanlal
Sinha of Allahabad High Court held the Prime Minister guilty of corrupt
practices, declared her election to Parliament void, and barred her from
contesting elections for six years.

Indira Gandhi’s appeal against the judgement was heard by Justice VR
Krishna Iyer. While everyone awaited Justice Iyer’s decision, Indira gandhi
used the interregnum to rig up support through rented crowds outside her 1
Safdarjung Road residence. Justice Iyer passed an order on the appeal on June
24 and granted her a “conditional stay”, which allowed the Prime Minister to
continue in office but barred her from participating in debates or voting in
Parliament. Justice Iyer referred the matter to a larger Bench of the Court.

It was now clear to everyone, except Indira Gandhi and her supporters,
that the position of the Prime Minister had become untenable. It made no sense
for a Prime Minister to continue in office when she could neither speak nor
vote in Parliament. The only honourable way out was to stay away from office
until the Supreme Court disposed her appeal, but Indira Gandhi was unwilling
to let go of power. Her resolve to stay put in office was reinforced by her son
Sanjay Gandhi and their army of sycophants who hovered them.

The leaders of parties opposed to the Congress had been demanding Indira
Gandhi's resignation ever since her indictment at the hands of Justice Sinha
on June 12. Justice Iyer’s “conditional stay” only reinforced this view, and
Jayaprakash Narayan, Morarji Desai and other leaders addressed a mammoth
rally on June 25 at the Ramlila Maidan in New Delhi, in which they demanded

her ouster.

However, Indira Gandhi and her kitchen Cabinet had other plans.
Siddhartha Shankar Ray came up with the most “brilliant” idea to wreck the
Constitution. He advised Indira Gandhi to declare an Internal Emergency under
Article 352 of the Constitution, which enabled such action whenever there
was “internal disturbance”. The coterie around her argued that the Opposition
agitation was preventing a duly elected Government from carrying out its
duties.

She agreed, declared that the country needed “shock treatment” and
approached President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed to issue the proclamation.
President Ahmed, known as a ‘rubber stamp’, instantly obliged, even though
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the Prime Minister had not consulted her Cabinet. Indira Gandhi summoned
her Cabinet at 6am the following day and ‘informed’ it of her decision. By
then, there was such fear among her Ministers that not one of them had any
questions or doubts about anything that had happened the previous night.

It did not take much time for Indians to realise that democracy had been
snuffed out, because soon thereafter, the Congress Government arrested
political leaders, activists and journalists under the Misa. The operation was
swift because of sufficient preparatory work at the Prime Minister’s residence.
Jayaprakash Narayan, Morarji Desai, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, LK Advani, Madhu
Dandavate, Ramakrishna Hegde, Arun Jaitley and hundreds of other political
figures were packed off tojails.

A series of laws were promulgated and Constitution Amendments 39 to 42
were rammed through Parliament to destroy the last vestiges of democracy,
strangle the judiciary and the media, and make Indira Gandhi the supreme
leader who would be above the law. The core values in a democratic
Constitution, like equality before the law and the right to life and liberty, were
taken away. Congress leaders like CM Stephen intimidated the higher judiciary;
VC Shukla threatened journalists and drew up a list of ‘hostile” scribes who
needed to be taught a lesson. Thousands of political activists, from the RSS to
the socialists and the cadres of the CPI(M) were tortured in jails. Many, like
Kerala engineering college student Rajan, were murdered by police.

India’s fascist nightmare ended when the people trounced the Congress in
the March 1977 Lok Sabha poll. Indira Gandhi had called the election on the
basis of Intelligence Bureau reports that the people still loved her.

Forty years have gone by. Should we not put a closure to these memories?
The answer is a firm “no”, because there is no remorse among those who
behaved so wickedly during the Emergency. Also, there has been no prayaschit.
That is why one should never forget the Emergency and never forgive those
who brought India face to face with fascism. Who knows when they will strike
again! o

Courtesy: Dailypioneer.com
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