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EDITORIAL

he Indian Lion's leap and roar

at the Hannover Messe and the

Prime Minister's voice pointing
out that “Lions are a symbol of new
India” has caught the imagination of
the world and generated and
strengthened a renewed interest in
India.

Terming the “Make in India”
programme as a “new national
movement”, Prime Minister Modi has
taken the entire initiative to a next
dynamic stage and imparted it a new
dimension of energy and vision. It was
heartening to see the energy, the
precision, the interest with which the
Prime Minister was himself
showcasing India, India's potential
and her capabilities to the world and
inviting the global community to
repose faith in India and in the new
vision that is being now worked out in
the country.

Prime Minister's call to do business
in India goes much beyond the routine
profits and benefits of the call — he sees
in such a call an opportunity to create
and turn India into an “anchor of
economic stability; and engine for
growth” and to develop her as a “force
of peace and stability inworld.”

Prime Minister's visit to France was
equally eventful and successful, not
only has France emerged as an anchor
of India's friendship in Europe she has
also risen as a front-ranking partner in
India's fight against the scourge of

THE

NATIONALIST

terrorism. The Rafael episode is finally
over and through his push Prime
Minister has helped infuse a great
enthusiasm and energy into the forces
tasked to protect our Motherland. In
his seminal and moving address at the
UNESCO, Prime Minister spoke of the
collective goal of humanity in which
India has begun to play a crucial role,
his following words are especially
memorable, “Our collective goal is to
seek a peaceful and prosperous future
for our world, in which every Nation
has a voice; all people have an identity;
all cultures are flowers in a garden;
every human being has a life of dignity;
every child afuture of opportunity; and
our planet the chance to preserve its
glory.” Having paid his tributes to Sri
Aurobindo, Prime Minister talked of
working for “diversity of civilizations
and autonomy of culture.” Itis evident,
as reports have indicated from
Germany, that the world is taking a
renewed interest in India and is
responding to the resounding call of
converging on our youthful country
and partake of its effort for progress,
performance and prosperity.

The episode on Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose has left a deeply
negative feeling in the psyche of the
nation — especially to know that a
Congress stalwart could and did stoop
so low to try and sully the legacy of this
most heroic son of Mother India. Itisa
great solace to know that Prime



Minister has taken cognizance of the
entire episode. Unfortunately the
Congress has treated all its stalwarts in
a shabby and neglected manner — the
exception has always been for those
who have came from a particular
dynasty.

While the BJP has emerged as the
largest political party in the world —
with a membership of over 9 crore, 85
lakh — through a well-coordinated,
well-strategized and energetic pan-
India membership drive, there is
another party, the CPIM, which is
holding its 21st party congress and in
the midst of a confused dialectical
battle, it is shrinking and is also fast
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ageing with no members forthcoming
from among the new generations. And
yet, surprisingly, it never tires of
hallucinating and of talking of
launching a new national movement.
Those days are gone, the only national
movement now is the BJP and the
future of India lies in an evolving
nationalist political discourse which,
being aware of our civilisational
philosophy, shall work to evolve, as the
Prime Minister said, “amodern state in
anancientland.”.

- Dr. Anirban Ganguly
Director, SPMRF



PM MODTI’S VISION

Those who are well-off, must “#GiveltUp”
subsidy on Gas cylinder: PM Modi

A9 Udh BICT 9 Sooi® fbar o7 fb Rar
afsas! affordable @ S afsqst aai o
BT | AT < H VA ART Aal el Fabdd fob ST
%t b 9 S &, 319 Al $3R -1 84 98 AT B,
<9 1 gH 984 3 7 8iR o9 g 1M Rfeler &
fore afeasy @) STwRd 7TE1 2 | 8F 319+ U™ &1
HHTS W YT WTHT UhT b & 3R (AT U 9
AR & |

g O 99 Bier a1 et fhar o 39 favg w)
Afh Ta9t &I |1 T ® BRI 2 ARG 80 BOIR
AN 7 AHRIAG response fhar 3R 39
“Give it up movement” H HFIER Y |
Tl I8 el ® fb & oG, 9 oIRg $9H <l
I, Hard I © 5 <o & = 7 ar 9w
AHIERT B DI IR BIAT © | <97 BT B ANTRS
AAIERY B DI TIR BIAT & | ST TAR <1
FIfeT | ST B ANRDI TR WRIAT HAT A1 |
BN e S| Usd I8 © [$ g4 fRgw™ &
ARTRPT TR RIAT BB 3N g87 dTed & 3R
3! SATHHR B IS BN foh FHINT & U a7
= T ®El o & 93 89 39 Afeas! 1 319 o r
e} TTEd, B9 1UAT U1 T Wb & | PRI 2 ARG
80 BOTR W SITGT AT < $dT Uh UbRR I 90
BT AT AT B | S B F BH 100 BRIS BU
DI gad BRI | T8 100 HRIS BUAT fhdl g #
Thel g b BIH AT b T8l e | fobedt
TR BT g2a] AR R AT 39D BIH MU fs
81 e | ot W a7 &M fhar g S9H e
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YHR A TRl B T B BT B fbar 2 | iR
g Sl Riefex 99 € S Riefs:l & &4 99 9amm
T8l A18d, 89 $9dI INIE] dP Ul dTed o
qTfds 3fTeT a1 gu H o'l STelrd gU Sil Al IR
B & DI BIg 8 e I, SHG 9 Bl
IR &I a4 et S1Y | T4 & &R d& 39 BT
Ricie} & Ugd SH@T &A1 I el &
3R # ot faftrad ©U & I8 Aholdl <@dHR
Ugel I EA UAT &1 dal o7 fb Fell ST &g
<Ifde ST response <21 A faar €, # 991 11 o
80 BOTR ANTI W 31feres 31 18 &1 forer foram #
IAPI IR Ah HRAT §, TG PHRAT g, 3R
SRTETRIAT BT 3dTel BT & b e forg «ff I
ATehd & d PHUAT IR I8 19 Riefst H Afeqs!
T of | <9 B1 fl TP e BIAT 8, <7 BT W U
HAIY BT & 3R 979 3179 319 Rieiex o afea<s
T8 o a9 79 H I1g Ry I o U Qe A
g arel § a1 fell 9 ffl TR & B
qrel & | a1 3D S+ BT [Ty 8T, 37 g BT
IR H fAfad wu | SREIRAT ¥ U8 BT & |
H Qerariidl | ordiel dRar g & 38y &9 g9
“Give it Up” movement # I3, 89 ¥
Tfeas! a1 Ble, 9+ 9 offer & 3R g# 1
T Y & U B 4 record T o |
H el faware faarar g S fRyeler, o
ATt VIS a1 8H TRId! BT IgAT | I8 TRIa]
P BT ST |




PM MODTI’S VISION

Narendra Modi at RBI: 10 key take aways

he 10 most important points

made by Modi while

speaking at a financial
inclusion conference organized as
part of the 80th anniversary
celebrations of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) were:

1) Banks should set milestones
before 2035, the centenary year for
RBI, and work towards making
banking services available to every
single household in the country.

2) So far, about Rs.14,000 crore
worth of deposits have come in
through new accounts opened
under the Prime Minister's Jan
DhanYojana. Banks must improve
thisnumber.

3) Banks should fund marginal
farmers in a way so that no farmer
commits suicide due to excessive
debt.

4) Banks should give up the fear of
non-performing loans while lending
to marginalized sections of society
and to those excluded from the
formal financial system.

5) Banks should fund more small
businesses and entrepreneurs to
help increase employment and
productivity.

6) They should partner in
knowledge funding so that the
poorest of students can be financed
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to be able to pursue courses of their
choice.

7) Banks should convince their
employees to let go of the cooking
gas subsidy so that it can be used to
make these cylinders more
affordable to the poor, who still use
choolahs.

8) Bankers should fund farmers to
grow more trees where crops have
failed to reduce carbon emissions
and maintain soil fertility.

9) Banks should fund a second
green revolution in eastern India by
tapping into the development that
will come to these states due to their
abundance in natural reserves.

10) RBI must ensure the paper and
ink used in minting currency is
Indian and notimported.



PM MODTI’S VISION

Salient points of PM's address at the
inauguration of the Conference of State
Environment and Forest Ministers

 Climate & W4y § a1 Environment &
Hae § URY 9§ RO TR Teld AWeARh 8l 8
3R B9 U I ST 91 @ g @ T
TR b fb U o o o Oy B A
Climate @ War€ & 7 Environment @1
WRAE 2| AR AN g AN g9 Sifafn
PN B BRUT IE AFGR & d01 fd fagg ar
Environment conscious & <= ¥, fawg
climate @ fidT HR TET & — T I & SN PIg
3T BTl RET & | 3R gAHT ol HROT g &
2 f& &9 environment &' fares # @1
3re¥ AT 18 €, climate &7 9aig & H
AR AT TR JIall @l BIS fHeT I 2 |
gPhidd dl Secl & | & 99 IRWRT # Udf 7, I
e, o\ iR seq § goi—9¢ @ €, Siet
UHT PN URATIR & wY A TAT 8, Sfel W
Ui 1 YOI BT ATeid AT T 8 31R Siel 0”
Tpicl BT IeAT DI AR FAGTRI & 1T SIS
TATE |

o ST # arfhad o I8 ® fb S climate
P fidr 8IRT WR restriction @V faem § wxar
REdT B, Sdfd &9 AT |fadl | UPpia Bl &
BHRA—BR Sid= fdbTT BT ATAT | 3T 91 b
TETHR T ¢ |

o THRIT BT STe # 8H carbon emission &I
e & foru o aR Aifd—fram 997 <2 €, fawa
D 3fex UP SeAT @) o H BH M 99 B &,
<ifdeT g9 ®Is arail Life Style gaa & forg
IR FTET B | IR BT ST H "egord o fb
SUHRT BT TR 3T gl dell T8 8 3R T8t
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&7 JHAT BIAT B, STel IR SUHRT &l Jgfey w4
2, 8T Ui BT AT 9 HH EIAT L |

e 7R gR1 Urban Body I @& &, ATl
B! fagar § oa” & o 6 wE gH g o
I street  light =& TG | UH

community event 8l SITYI, Udh 3fa Scad
BT ST 3R TITRoT 7 efr oY 2 |

o TAR Wdl # fhd YHR | UH HIETS g1
SIU—Ypicl R&T, Uhid Yoll, UPpid GREO I8
A8l G Ui BT BTl 3 94, I fawm o
EHT ST BT | 3R &F a1 AT & FS7TehT ‘&
The fSier— I8 [ Siia &1 el J8T
2 | STet ‘A T e &7 emeef 3@, agt
TR &4 TSI BT AT G & AfTGR 8 2 |

o o a1 &g gafaRoT B e &) 91 Sl 2,
Tl SATSTAR HREH AR Holl ST TRA—I™T

I Y& & | IR 39 37ef H TR B HUT Tl
g &l & 6 9@ o9 Maximum solar
Radiation g | 39&T 8 Maximum SYIRT
DA BRAT 22IR AT WRBR 7 Initiative
forar 2 f& &4 Solar Energy, Wind Energy

Biomass Energy — 99 WR fda1 Sa1aT 9
< difs &9 ST fazg @1 fRidr 5, SS9 &
HEER B |




POLICY ANALYSIS

“PRAGATT”: a multi-purpose, multi-
modal platform for 'Pro-Active
Governance and Timely Implementation’

rime Minister Narendra

Modi recently launched his

ambitious multi-purpose
and multi-modal platform
PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance
and Timely Implementation).
PRAGATI is a unique integrating
and interactive platform. The
platform is aimed at addressing
common man's grievances, and
simultaneously monitoring and
reviewing important programmes
and projects of the Government of
India as well as projects flagged by
State Governments.

The PRAGATI platform uniquely
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« Siddharth Singh

bundles three latest technologies:
Digital data management, video-
conferencing and geo-spatial
technology. It also offers a unique
combination in the direction of
cooperative federalism since it
brings on one stage the Secretaries
of Government of India and the
Chief Secretaries of the States. With
this, the Prime Minister willnow be
able to discuss the issues with the
concerned Central and State
officials with full information and
latest visuals of the ground level
situation. Such an effort has never
been made in India. It is also an
innovative project in e-governance



and good governance.

PRAGATI has been designed as
an IT-based redressal and
monitoring system with the three
main objectives of: 1)Grievance
Redressal, 2)Programme
Implementation and 3) Project
Monitoring. It will combine Data
Management and Analysis, Geo-
spatial Applications as well as
Video-conferencing. The
application will be accessible to the
Secretaries of the Government of
India and the State Chief
Secretaries.

Key features of the PRAGATI
application are as follows:

It is a three-tier system (PMO,
Union Government Secretaries, and
Chief Secretaries of the States);

Prime Minister will hold a
monthly programme where he will
interact with the Government of
India Secretaries, and Chief
Secretaries through Video-
conferencing enabled by data and
geo-informaticsvisuals;

It will be held once in every
month on Fourth Wednesday at
3.30 PM-to be known as PRAGATI
Day.
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Issues to be flagged before the PM
are picked up from the available
database regarding Public
Grievances, on-going Programmes
and pending Projects;

It will also take into consideration
various correspondences to PM's
office by the common people or
from high dignitaries of States
and/or developers of public
projects;

The issues flagged will be
uploaded seven days prior to the
PRAGATI day (i.e. on third
Wednesday of every month).

The system has been designed in-
house by the PMO team with the
help of National Informatics Center
(NIC). As the name suggests, it is
aimed at starting a culture of Pro-
Active Governance and Timely
Implementation. It is also a robust
system for bringing e-transparency
and e-accountability with real-time
presence and exchange among the
key stakeholders.

(Siddharth Singh is Research
Associate at SPMRF)
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Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana

odi government has

taken a historical

Iinitiative to help the
micro entrepreneurs to expand
their business. Almost 20% of the
Indian people are dependent on
micro enterprises and most of them
are based on self-employment. The
basic purpose to start the Mudra
bank was to 'fund the unfunded'
because these micro enterprises
were not getting the due attention
which they actually deserve. So
under Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana, micro entrepreneurs will be
sanctioned loans ranging from Rs.
50,000/-toRs. 10 lakhs.

Products and Offerings

The primary product of MUDRA
will be refinance for lending to
micro businesses/units under the
aegis of the Pradhan Mantri
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MUDRA Yojana. The products
would be covered under 'Shishu’,
'‘Kishor' and 'Tarun' category to
signify the stage of
growth/development and funding
needs of the beneficiary micro
unit/entrepreneur as also provide a
reference point for the next phase of
graduation/growth for the
entrepreneur to aspire for:

-Shishu : covering loans upto Rs.
50,000/-

- Kishor : covering loans above
Rs.50,000/-and upto Rs. 5lakh

- Tarun : covering loans above
Rs.5lakhand uptoRs. 10 lakh

Businesses/entrepreneurs/units
covered would include
proprietorship/partnership firms
running as small manufacturing
units, shopkeepers, fruits/vegetable
sellers, hair cutting saloon, beauty



parlours, transporters, truck
operators, hawkers, co-operatives
or body of individuals, food service
units, repair shops, machine
operators, small industries,
artisans, food processors, self help
groups, professionals and service
providers etc. in rural and urban
areas with financing requirements
uptoRs.10 lakh.

The products initially being
launched are as under:

Sector / activity specific
schemes, such as, schemes for
business activities in Land
Transport, Community, Social and
Personal Services, Food Product
and Textile Product sectors.
Schemes would similarly be added
for other sectors/activities.

- Micro Credit Scheme (MCS)

- Refinance Scheme for Regional
Rural Banks (RRBs)/Scheduled Co-
operative Banks
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- MahilaUddyami Scheme

- Business Loan for Traders and
Shopkeepers

- Missing Middle Credit Scheme

- Equipment Finance for Micro
Units

The establishment of MUDRA
would not only help in increasing
access of finance to the unbanked
but also bring down the cost of
finance from the Last Mile
Financiers to the informal
micro/small enterprises sector. The
approach goes beyond credit only
approach and offers a credit — plus
solution for these myriad micro
enterprises, creating a complete
ecosystem spread across the
country.

SPMRF Desk



SPECIAL ARTICLE

From Panchsheel to Panchamrit

fter a long spell a political

party has come out with a

resolution on India's for-
eign policy that reflects not only the
new restructured vision matrix of
India's aspiration beyond her
boundaries but also deftly spells out
her urge to evolve or re-configure
her role as a civilisational state in a
rapidly changing global political
framework.

The foreign policy resolution
passed at the just concluded BJP
national executive meet in
Bengaluru, departing from staid
diplomatic lexicon, talks of working
for India's rise as a “respected world
power” and emphasises on the need
to recognise and work to enhance
and re-invent India's “cultural and
civilisational linkages.” The recog-
nition of the civilisational dimen-
sions is in itself an original
approach, signifying a directional
shift in re-imagining India's foreign
policy in the last one year

Nehru's Panchsheel, may now be
putto rest. It reflected the ideals and
yearnings of a bygone eraand inany
case did not serve us so well in times
of crisis. Panchsheel in its intrinsic
programming and vision had no
forward movement. It was essen-
tially a doctrine of status-quo, a
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* Dr. Anirban Ganguly

document of preservation rather
than avehicle for dynamic outreach.
The newly articulated
“Panchamrit”, on the other hand, as
formulated in the foreign policy
resolution, has clearly emerged as
the new supporting pillars of India's
foreign policy.

The foreign policy
resolution passed at the just
concluded BJP national
executive meet in
Bengaluru, departing from
staid diplomatic lexicon,
talks of working for India's
rise as a “respected world
power” and emphasises on
the need to recognise and
work to enhance and re-
invent India's “cultural and
civilisational linkages.”

“Samman — dignity and honour;
Samvad — greater engagement and
dialogue; Samriddhi — shared pros-
perity; Suraksha — regional and
global security; and Sanskriti evam
Sabhyata — cultural and
civilizational linkages” are the five
themes — “Panchamrit” — of India's
new approach to the world. India's
external strategy has finally discov-



“Samman — dignity and
honour; Samvad — greater
engagement and dialogue;
Samriddhi — shared
prosperity; Suraksha —
regional and global security;
and Sanskriti evam
Sabhyata — cultural and
civilizational linkages” are
the five themes —
“Panchamrit” — of India's
new approach to the world.

ered a dynamic vehicle to carry
forward its future oriented agenda,
a vehicle that can now facilitate and
symbolise her global aspirations
and potentials.

The question as to what would be
the cornerstone of Modi's foreign
policy, the question as to how would
a “regional leader” cope up with the
intricate web and demands of for-
eign policy, the question as to what
would be Modi's contribution or
what new can he do in the domain of
foreign policy have been roundly
answered in the lasteleven months.

After a stagnant decadal phase,
the last eleven months have wit-
nessed some of the most dynamic
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outreach in each of these five areas.
Prime Minister Modi's global criss-
crossing, Foreign Minister Swaraj's
equally determined strategic out-
reach programmes have inaugu-
rated greater engagement and
dialogue while formulating the
“shared prosperity” vision espe-
cially in the context of SAARC.
Prime Minister Modi's outreach in
the IOR and the Asia-Pacific have
redefined India's approach to global
and regional security while his
proactive effort to articulate a
civilisational and cultural narrative
in each of these has introduced a
new dimension that has capacity to
consciously facilitate the remapping
of India’s civilisational footprints in
Asiaand beyond.

Let Panchseel lapse and be
consigned to discussion rooms of
the academia, let it rest with histori-
ans of diplomacy and be left to their
semantics, let Panchamrit instead
be our directional compass in for-
eign policy for the next five decades.

(Dr. Anirban Ganguly is Director of
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research
Foundation, New Delhi & scholar of

civilisation, politics, history, can be
followed on twitter @anirbanganguly )
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ferg SMed & & URERE [ W:
S1. ST Y1 @il Ud Sl. TRt

ST. TN U9TE J&oll ay 1941—42 & Bl
H @ P U SHIBfCE T
(Progressive Democratic Alliance)
WBR, FSTEHT e 2 U, Boigdd 8b B
® Y, " OO @ odfdd AR ERI
farenfudl & T Qg =1 &R U & HIRT

ORIy T IARBR A IARTIH < e o |

ay 1944 ¥ ARG IR fe=g, HSTHT B
fIamaqR (BRTe) H I Sffede qwI=
goT, e srezerar 1. g@ot A a7 | 39D
IRM T WWRE SR gRT =g o @
PRIl BT R B DI fQwm H FeIIRT &
(AFTYR) ¥ 1 <11 &1 TSt g sre=reri ol
at o o ME| wEl W g fE @e
gfaffeal =1 ST srSax Bl g & & faRTel
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o IMAATY BIfd<

gIRT A1 H{B A ST
FTSHY B ATl
DI eI uRYeT H < |
ST, g@goit A Al 25 gH
P Beid IaT 3R
e Rgdmp  marst
IS ATl 1. IAFSH
@ BTl BT IR B |
ST (CIc TR T

IRISH Bl fa=g @l
T FedT [Nl 91T, B AIE 918 1. goil g
ST, IFETHR BT <% H FHBTA aRRfAl g
JHERl R e AR fawe gem| sl
IRISH] DI fAgdr 9 e A T J@oll gTfaa
BU 3R AL IASHIT H ST RSHR Bl




AEAYUl qfHepT & fTRIROT # U WEANT <
&1 Aoty forar |

ST, S H g3 YISl o I AHT H
fdei 9e @ w9 § F9MIT 891 AEd 9,
Afdhd STATER <Tel A8 @ faRIe & BRI SHBT
A A1 & APT | 9 T BF SITHBRNT YT
ST, ISl YT gU, Rifds I gite H ST,
ISP O YfaHTaT= g g BT FAfIT Afdd
BT ML SIS § 87 91y |

ST. qEoil Y 1946 H TS e |1 & forg
faeafdened &3 (University Constituency)
A G T | T TP AT RIS B ST Goil
3MUAT U HEdQUl WIH a1 ga o | I=iA
T B A BIUR Il Yheeta = =Y F L.
RSB Bl STAAT H HAMIT BT TG
HSAN AT | S FHI 16T A 211 Hvsel Bl
Fo &7 Ugdl & FAMG fBar S g o |
STIANTT 1 AUSH F ISTAHT H AN fea
IR I Rad Hewl & oy e | 1.
TRISHR DI I H FAMIT (BT 737 | 91
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H ST, e HY AU {1 gRT HfqE ured
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“Sagarmala”: Towards Blue
Revolution

agarmala Project has been

passed by the Union Cabinet

recently to provide ports and
shipping the rightful place in the
Indian economy and to enable port-
led development in India, which till
now has been long neglected. There
IS a great scope to increase the share
of merchandising trade in India's
GDP. With the Union Government's
“Make in India” initiative, the share
of merchandise trade in India's GDP
IS expected to increase. Amongst
Indian states, Gujarat has been a
pioneer in adopting the strategy of
port-led development, with
significantresults.

The Sagarmala initiative will
focus on three pillars of
development, namely:

(1) Supporting and enabling Port-
led Development through
appropriate policy and institutional
interventions and providing for an
institutional framework for
ensuring inter-agency and
ministries/departments/state's
collaboration for integrated
development,

(ii) Port Infrastructure
Enhancement, including
modernization and setting up of
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new ports, and

(i) Efficient Evacuation to and
from hinterland.

Sagarmala will also lead to large
scale employment generation of
skilled and semi-skilled manpower.
Employment generation will be in
industrial clusters and parks, large
ports, maritime services, logistics
services, and other sectors of the
economy that will be directly and
indirectly impacted by port-led
development under Sagarmala.
Manufacturing of ships, vessels,
cruise ships, barges and tugs will
also increase industrial output and
also contribute to employment
generation.

Implementation of Sagarmala
will also result in effective steps to
ensure sustainable development of
the population living in the Coastal
Economic Zones (CEZ) by
synergising and coordinating with
State Governments and with the
Ministries of Central Government
through their existing schemes and
programmes such as those related
to community and rural
development, tribal development
and employment generation,
fisheries, skill development,



tourism promotion etc. In order to
provide funding for such projects
and activities that may be covered
by departmental schemes, a
separate fund by the name
‘Community Development Fund'
would be created.

The Institutional Framework for
implementing Sagarmala will
provide for a coordinating role for
the central government. It will
provide a platform for central, state
governments and local authorities
to work in tandem and coordination
under the established principles of
“cooperative federalism”, in order
to achieve the objectives of the
Sagarmala Project and ensure port-
led development.

A National Sagarmala Apex
Committee (NSAC) has been
formed for overall policy guidance
and high level coordination, and to
review various aspects of planning
and implementation of the plan and
projects. At the Central level,
Sagarmala Development Company
(SDC) will be set up under the
Companies Act to assist the State
level/zone level Special Purpose
Vehicles (SPVs), as well as SPVs to
be set up by the ports, with equity
support for implementation of
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projects to be undertaken by them.
The SDC will provide a funding
window and/or implement only
those residual projects that cannot
be funded by any other
means/mode. All efforts would be
made to implement those projects
through the private sector and
through Public Private
Participation (PPP) wherever
feasible. Funds requirement for
starting the implementation of
projects in the initial phase of
Sagarmala Project is projected at
Rs. 692 crore for the FY 2015-16.
Further requirement of funds will
be finalized after completion of
Detailed Master Plan for Coastal
Economic Zones for future years.
These funds will be used for
implementation of projects by
related ministries in accordance
with approvals by the NSAC.

Inconclusion, the prime objective
of Sagarmala project is to promote
port-led direct and indirect
development and to provide
infrastructure to transport goods to
and from ports quickly, efficiently
and cost-effectively.

(Siddharth Singh is Research
Associate at SPMRF)
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Why Mudra Bank is a major landmark in
our growth process?

he announcement of

creating the Mudra Bank has

been welcomed by small and
non-corporate businesses since itisa
serious attempt by the government to
facilitate "funding the unfunded".

First, some facts about our econ-
omy. Nearly 50 per cent of our GDP
comes from unincorporated (Uninc)
enterprises comprising proprietor-
ship and partnership firms. The
corporate sector constitutes only 12
to 14 per cent of the GDP. Agriculture
and government each constitute
around 18 per cent.

Uninc constitutes nearly 50 per
cent of the value addition in the manu-
facturing sector. Their role in service
sector is significant. The service
sector, consisting of construction/
trade/transport/hotels and restau-
rants/real estate and dwellings/
other professional services like
plumber; electrician; carpenter;
chartered accountants; lawyers has
nearly two-third of the GDP and, in
that, Uninc constitutes more than 70
per centinvarious sectors.

Not only that, the service sector is
one of the fastest growing in our
economy - averaging more than eight
per cent in the last decade. Actually
they are the engines of growth given
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India's sluggish agriculture and
manufacturing.

It might interest many that trade,
which is part of the service sector, is
nearly 17 per cent of the GDP as much
as manufacturing. But unfortunately,
the credit available to the Uninc from
the banking sector is actually shrink-
ing in spite of the fact that they have a
very large share of the economy and
are also the fastestgrowing.

According to RBI data (on credit
disbursal by commercial banks),
Uninc had nearly 60 per cent of credit
disbursed in the early 'nineties which
has fallen to 33 per cent in 2010. In
other words, the banks are not cater-
ing to the need of the largest segment
which is also the fastest growing in
our economy. This implies that Uninc
has to depend on non-bank financial
businesses, including
chits/kuri/local community/money
lenders etc. The rate of interest varies
from two to six per cent per month
depending upon the requirementand
speed of getting credit.

In this context comes the Mudra
Bank.

Indian businesses and entrepre-
neurs are provided credit for running
business by a plethora of sources. It
ranges from foreign banks (FBs),



public sector banks (PSBs), old pri-
vate sector banks, new private sector
banks, cooperative banks, non-bank
financial companies (NBFCs), un-
incorporated bodies (UIBs) and
relatives/friends, etc.

The form and size of the organisa-
tion decides the source. If it is a pro-
prietorship or partnership it uses
non-banking channels compared to a
large public limited listed company
which uses PSBs and/or FBs. The size
also mostly decides the rate of inter-
est. The flower vendor gets funds at
much higher rates compared to the
listed companies.

Not only that. There are problems
associated with access to funds.

It is not only lazy banking but also
banking with significant structural
distortions. As noted, the share of the
private corporate sector in national
income is around 12 to 15 per cent,
but it takes away nearly 40 per cent of
the credit provided by the banking
sector. The fastest growing non-
corporate sector gets a lesser share of
bank credit, which reveals that the
non-banking financial sector is play-
ing an increasingly important role in
the credit delivery mechanisms of the
growth of the economy.

Estimating an yield curve for our
economy is a very difficult task. On
the one side we have rates in the
range of 12 to 14 per cent for
corporates. more so for listed compa-
nies (nearly 8,000) of which
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200/300 are actively traded in the
exchanges. The remaining Uninc,
which borrows at two to six per cent
per month, is totally different. The
transmission mechanism of our
monetary policy is weak due to this
segmented market.

This brings out the need to have a
comprehensive approach towards
the the non-bank sector in the credit
market instead of looking at issues in
a piecemeal fashion. The non-bank
sector consists of assorted group of
entities regulated by different agents
with the stress more on regulation
rather than on development of an
integrated financial market.

We also have the Unincorporated
Bodies [UIBs] which are money
lenders and are regulated by respec-
tive state governments, including the
rates and other covenants. The chits
are also under the registrar of chits of
the state governments and nidhis are
under the department of company
affairs.

Other than these NBFCs on which
data is provided by the RBI, thereisa
huge informal sector of money lend-
ers etc., which provide substantial
portion of credit requirements of the
Indian economy. We find that 43 per
cent of the debt of rural households is
from moneylenders and 25 per cent
in the case of urban households.
(Computed from - Household
Indebtedness in India; Statement6;
page 25; -NSS Ministry of Statistics



and Programme Implementation-
GOI-New Delhi; December 2005.)

Hence we need to recognise the
importance of the entire spectrum of
the non-bank sector rather than in a
segmented fashion. Yet, according to
government estimates, only four per
centofthe 57.7 million small business
units in India have access to institu-
tional finance, leaving many to rely
on informal lenders. Industry experts
estimate that the demand for loans
from the sector outstrips supply by
more than Rs 30 lakh crore.

Inthe recent past, the interest rates
have been moving south and many a
large corporate is in a position to
access funds from banks at less than
12 per cent. But my flower girl and my
vegetable vendor get it at half per cent
per day. (Returning half a rupee for a
hundred rupees borrowed in the
morning). This will work out to be
more than 180 per cent per annum.
My retail provision stores man gets it
in an interesting way. He gets Rs
45,000 (for a loan amount of Rs
50,000) up front and pays Rs 500 per
day for 100 days to repay Rs 50,000.

It turns out to be more than 10 per
cent for three months. My barber gets
it through a local chit process at
around four per cent per month. The
fast food restaurant (idli joint) at the
corner of the road gets funds at three
per cent per month from a non-bank
agency. The private bus operator in
the suburbs gets it at two and a half
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per cent and the construction con-
tractor near home gets it at three per
cent per month. The plumber, car-
penter, fitter, painter, etc. get funds at
three to four per cent per month.

The segmented financial markets
present an ironical (if not tragic)
picture of huge funds available with
bankers on one hand and prohibitive
interest rates at which funds are
accessed by trade and commerce,
particularly the non-corporate sec-
tor, on the other. As already seen, the
non-corporate sector has a dominant
role in activities like trade (wholesale
and retail) construction, hotels and
restaurant, private transport and
other services, hence we are not
talking here of some "residual” seg-
ments. We need to look at Mudra
Bank in that context.

The government has proposed to
set up a Micro Units Development
and Refinance Agency (MUDRA)
Bank through a statutory enactment.
This bank would be responsible for
regulating and refinancing all micro-
finance institutions which are in the
business of lending to micro/small
business entities engaged in manu-
facturing, trading and services activi-
ties. The bank would partner with
state/regional level co-ordinators to
provide finance to last mile financier
of small/micro business enterprises.

The MUDRA Bank would
primarily be responsible for:

1) Laying down policy guidelines



for micro/small enterprise financing
business

2) Registration of MFI entities
3) Regulation of MFI entities

4) Accreditation /rating of MFI
entities

5) Layingdown responsible financ-
ing practices to ward off indebted-
ness and ensure proper client protec-
tion principles and methods of recov-
ery

6) Development of standardised
set of covenants governing last mile
lending to micro/small enterprises

7) Promoting right technology
solutions for the last mile

8) Formulating and running a
Credit Guarantee scheme for provid-
ing guarantees to the loans which are
being extended to micro enterprises

9) Creating a good architecture of
Last Mile Credit Delivery to micro
businesses under the scheme of
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana

A sum of Rs 20,000 crore (Rs 200
billion) would be allocated to the
Mudra Bank from the money avail-
able from shortfalls of priority sector
lending for creating a refinance fund
to provide refinance to the last mile
financiers. Another Rs 3,000 crore
(Rs 30 billion) would be provided to
the Mudra Bank from the Budget to
create a credit guarantee corpus for
guaranteeing loans being provided to
the microenterprises.

The above measures would not
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only help in increasing access of
finance to the unbanked but also
bring down the cost of finance from
the last mile financiers to the
micro/small enterprises, most of
which are in the informal sector.
(http://finmin.nic.in/press_room/
2015/press_briefs_budgetannounc
€20152016.pdf).

The important tasks like 'item 2?,
namely, accreditation and rating as
well as ‘item 9?7, namely last mile
creditto micro businesses will change
the contour of financial markets over
aperiod of time.

As indicated, it will integrate our
financial markets and transform the
way monetary policy is transmitted
across the economic spectrum. If the
UIB or moneylender is integrated
into the system then it will be a major
landmark in our growth process.

Also, note that with a leverage of
five to six, the Rs 20,000 crore (Rs
200 billion) can do business up to Rs
100,000-Rs 120,000 crore. Perhaps
it is the first time in our economic
history a government has thought
about the more than 50 per cent of
our economic activity instead of the
five per cent represented by the
Sensex companies.

(Prof. R. Vaidyanathan is profes-
sor of Finance, Indian Institute of
Management, Bangalore)

(Courtesy: www.rediff.com ,24th
march 2015)
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Price Stabilisation Fund Scheme: An
appraisal

n a very positive move

towards strengthening the

agriculture sector in the coun-
try, the Department of Agriculture
and Cooperation (DAC) under the
Union Ministry of Agriculture, on
March 27, 2015 approved setting up
of price stabilisation fund (PSF)
with a corpus of Rs 500 crore to
support market interventions for
price control of perishable agri-
horticultural commodities. The
purpose of the scheme is to provide
interest free advances towards
working capital to the government
agencies which are involved in
procurement and distribution of
perishable agri-horticultural com-
modities. The hassle-free flow of
funds will enable the agencies to
regulate volatile prices of commodi-
ties inan effective manner.

“Initially the fund is proposed to be
used for onion and potato only.
Losses incurred, ifany, in the opera-
tions will be shared between the
Centre and the State,” the Ministry
said in a statement, adding PSF will
be a Central Sector Scheme.

The procurement of these commod-
ities will be undertaken directly
from farmers or farmers' organisa-
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tions at farm gate/mandi and made
available at a more reasonable price
to the consumers.

The main objectives of the PSF are:

To promote direct purchase by the
government agencies from farmers
or farmers' associations at farm
gate.

To maintain a strategic buffer stock
that would discourage hoarding and
unscrupulous speculation.

To protect consumers by supplying
such commodities at reasonable
prices through calibrated release of
stock.

The scheme envisages creation of a
500 crore rupees corpus fund with
the name Corpus Fund for
Procurement and Distribution of
Identified agri-horticulture com-
modities. To operationalise the fund
a savings account Corpus Fund for
Procurement and Distribution of
perishable agri-horticulture com-
modities will be opened by the Small
Farmers Agri-Business Consortium
(SFACQC) in a nationalized bank with
flexi-deposit facility. The amount
made available by the government
will be kept in this account. The
SFAC will act as the fund manager



and will maintain an account of
receipts and expenditure from the
corpus fund and report to the
Member-Secretary, Price
Stabilisation Fund Management
Committee (PSFMC). The funds
from the Corpus Fund would be
provided in two streams, viz.,
Stream A and Stream B. Stream A
account is for State government
whereas Stream B account is for
Central Government agencies.
Under Stream A, States would be
given as a onetime interest free
advance which will only be released
into a revolving fund account set up
for the purpose by the State. The
contribution to the state level fund
by the Central Government and
State Governments would be in the
ratio 50:50 but for North-East
States, the contribution ratio would
be 75:25. Under Stream B, the funds
from the Corpus fund would be
provided to Central Government
agencies as an interest free advance
based on their proposal for market
intervention for price control. This
will be set up as a revolving fund.
The proposal from the state agen-
cies should be approved by a state
level committee formed at the state
level akin to the PSFMC by the
respective state governments.
Advances received cannot be uti-
lized for any other purpose by the
recipient agency, viz., Central
Agencies and State Governments.
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Losses incurred, if any, by the
Central Government agencies dur-
ing the operation of the scheme will
be met from Central Corpus fund
and the losses incurred by the States
during the operation of the scheme
will be shared between the Centre
and the States in the ratio 50:50. In
case of North-East States, the losses
incurred by these states will be
shared between Centre and these
states in the ration 75:50. At the
time of closure of accounts, profits
earned on interventions will be
ploughed back into the Central
Corpus Fund to extent of 100 per-
cent in case of Central Government
agencies and 50 percent in case of
State Government. Under the fund,
the government agencies will pro-
cure notified agri-horticultural
commodities directly from farmers
or farmers' organizations at farm
gate. The commodities will be made
available at a more reasonable price
to the consumers when the prices
are not affordable. Initially the fund
Is proposed to be used for onion and
potato only. The fund will be imple-
mented during 2015-16 and 2016-
17, but the Fund may be allowed to
roll on to future years also if need be.
The accounts will be audited by the
Comptroller and Auditor General of
India. The scheme envisages the
creation of Price Stabilisation Fund
Management Committee (PSFMC).
The PSFMC is the administrative



agency responsible for implement-
ing the scheme. The objectives of the
PSFMCare:

PSFMC will invite, appraise,
approve proposals received from
state governments and central
agencies. PSFMC will approve the
amountofadvance.

PSFMC will take decisions regard-
ing investing surplus available in
the Central Corpus Fund in other
bank instruments like fixed depos-
its, etc for better returns. While
doing so, itwill be guided by extant
guidelines on this subject.

PSFMC will monitor the progress of
implementation of the Price
Stabilization Operations by the
implementing agency. PSFMC will
advise suitable measures and cor-
rective actions, if any, during the
course of implementation, keeping
in view the overall aim and objec-
tives of the scheme.

PSFMC will meet regularly to
review the wholesale and retail
prices of essential agri-horticulture
commodities and will guide or
propose required interventions.

The eight member PSFMC will be
headed by the Secretary to the
Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation and includes addi-
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tional secretaries and joint secretar-
ies from the department as mem-
bers. Joint Secretary, DAC (Market-
ing) would be the Member-
Secretary.

As per an assessment made by PMO
following Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's interaction with state chief
secretaries, unseasoned rains and
hail storms have led to crop dam-
ages in 106.73 lakh hectares across
14 states. Setting up PSF assumes
significance in the light of reports
that Rabi crops took a big hit owing
to untimely rains across northern
states as a result of western distur-
bances.

National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation (Nafed) and
Small Farmers Agri-business
Consortium (SFAC) have already
put two initial proposals to draw
from the price stabilization fund to
stock onions to meet requirements
during crisis. Onion prices normally
rise during September-October and
potato prices spurt to abnormally
high levels during September and
November each year.

(Shubhendu Anand, a graduate of the
Tata Institute of Social Sciences and
currently a student of Law at University

of Delhi, is a Research Associate at
SPMRF)
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India needs a thorough clean-up

n more ways than one, we

need to clean up our country.

The philosophical framework
has been embedded in our heritage.
Our scriptures and rituals have all
underscored the need for personal
hygiene and usage of public spaces
with care and consideration. Yet we
are dirty in every way imaginable.
Our public spaces bear witness to
what can be best described as a huge
landfill site which is used by every-
body as a mode of public waste
disposal. No wonder we have air-
borne and waterborne viruses of all
shapes and sizes thriving in our
cities and villages. The population is
suffering as a result, lives are short-
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ened and health costs are on the rise
foreveryone.

In these circumstances, the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyaan is a vital mission
launched by the Prime Minister to
rescue and salvage the nation's good
health through promoting cleanli-
ness. Naturally, it all began with a
message and some symbolic inau-
gurals, but there can be no doubt
that this mission needs to be part of
the nation's DNA if it has to progress
in any direction. The policy archi-
tecture has been set out for the rural
and urban Indiaand it envisages the
following objectives:

I. Bring out an improvement in the
general quality of life in rural areas



by promoting cleanliness, hygiene
and eliminating open defecation.

Ii. Accelerate sanitation coverage in
rural areas to achieve Swachh
Bharat by Mahatma Gandhi's birth-
dayin 20109.

iii. Motivate communities and
Panchyati Raj institutions to adopt
sustainable sanitation practices and
facilities through awareness cre-
ation and health education.

The central government appreciates
that the fulfillment of these ambi-
tions rests largely in the hands of the
different States. The implementa-
tion strategy has, therefore, been
left to individual State governments
and they can devise their campaigns
based on their need to organise
resources effectively. The Centre is
also helping out with resources and
advice on preparation of City
Sanitation Plans by providing tem-
plates. These City Sanitation Plans
will have to be powered with finan-
cial and human resources to make
the whole idea of cleanliness a real-
ity.

The people of this country need to
realise that waste disposal and
cleanliness is not the responsibility
of the state only. They have to play a
vital role to sustain cleanliness. The
culture of casualness and indiffer-
ence to keeping cities clean needs to
be embedded from school onwards
to citizens of all categories. They are
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equal partners in this mission. Yes,
the state needs to create the infra-
structure of cleanliness, but citizen
needs to adhere to the protocols of
clean maintenance and imbibe the
culture to the point of making it a
fetish.

The problem, as always, is not in
policy but how to make it work. We
have had policy pronouncements
with the best objectives, but most
have failed at the altar of implemen-
tation. Indeed this has been the
bane of our growth story all these
years. Anyway, it is now crunch time
and failure in policy implementa-
tion will have disastrous conse-
quences for our environment. To
induce a sense of urgency, arewards
and competition architecture needs
to be created. We begin with schools
in a given state that can be
incentivised to compete for the
cleanest school in the district. A
GOLD, silver and bronze star rating
can be introduced and every six
months the premises can be
reviewed by an independent panel
of citizens.

The students can elect their own
administrative council to monitor
and implement cleaning schedules.
The star rating awarded can be
displayed on its uniform and logo
everywhere for the city to acknowl-
edge that this school is indeed the
cleanest in the city. At the end of the



year, a state award can be created
for the victorious school. The award
and rating will be valid for one year.
This initiative needs the involve-
ment of the citizenship and cannot
be only state-controlled because
then it will not gain traction of the
public sentiment and thus become
another poorly implemented policy.
As schools are the foundation of
public spirit, it would be easy to
enlist the support of the parents as
well to sustain the culture of cleanli-
ness outside their homes.

The next level of the cleanliness
program scale is harder to
incentivise and sustain. Ultimately,
the municipal body has to anchor
the city's cleanliness program.
Absolutely no choice here! And
these are largely defunct or near
defunct in terms of resources,
human or financial, and total
absence of leadership. Itisagigantic
task to energise these bodies to lead
the cleanliness agenda.

Nevertheless, it has to be done. The
best way would be to enter into a
performance contract with each
municipality, detailing respective
obligations and the right to funds
for services performed. The failure
to perform will entail penalties. The
services are not only about cleaning
through sweeping; it is the whole
gamut of protocols required for
waste management and effluent
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treatments. As the leadership and
delivery instruments in the munici-
palities are flawed, the deficits will
have to be filled in through deputed
personnel and contracted manag-
ers. To put it starkly, politics will
have to take a backseat in the trans-
formation of the role of the munici-
pality and professionalism will have
to be allowed to take us out of the
current morass. This has to begin in
the state capitals with a serious
planning initiative on how to make
ithappen in telescoped phases.

The political class needs to appreci-
ate that the fundamentals of struc-
tures and institutions have been
rotting for a long time. They have to
be resurrected as we really have no
replacements in the pipeline. Nor
can patchwork fixes yield any
results as the situation is beyond
transitory solutions. The demand of
the moment is for enduring solu-
tions and these can only come from
ethical appreciation of creating an
agenda and serious and diligent
implementation of the same. To be
sure, we need many clean-ups meta-
phorically, but let's start with the
physical dimensions and the spiri-
tual will soon follow.

Courtesy: Millennium Post, 7, April,
2015.

(The author is an eminent Urban
Planner, former Director of IndiaHabitat
Centre, New Delhi and is on the Advisory
Council of SPMRF)
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Jayapur: Smart Village No. 1

ive months after Prime

Minister Modi “adopted”

Jayapur under the Saansad
Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY) to
showcase it as a “model of develop-
ment”, achche din have come to
Jayapur village which is in the
Varanasi constituency. Jayapur
now has one more bank apart from
the Union Bank and Syndicate
Bank. State Bank of India has
opened a branch. The village now
has more than 100 solar streetlights.
Eight bio-toilets have been installed
while eight more are in the process
to be installed. Jayapur's Vanvasis,
a tribal community that lives near
forests, have been allotted one-
room pucca houses and are set to
move in. The settlement has been
given the name 'Atal Nagar'. The
village has got new benches with the
PM's name and slogans etched on
them, installed at the main temple
as well as around the Panchayat
Bhawan. A new bus stop, sponsored
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by the Department of Posts, isunder
construction. The abandoned pri-
mary school, dating back to 1941-42
and the only government school in
the village, has got a fresh coat of
bright paint. New classrooms have
come up. The adjacent anganwadi
centre, which used to operate froma
room, also is newly painted, and has
freshly tiled floors, and colourful
plastic chair and table sets for chil-
dren. A20,000-litre overhead water
tank is being raised, and within six
to eight months, every household
has been promised a water connec-
tion. At the time when many opposi-
tion leaders and Members of
Parliament are hesitant in adopting
any village, PM Modi has set an
example before them and has shown
that he believes in the execution of
the programme while opposition is
only busy in criticising him.

SPMRF Desk
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Smart cities — another approach

n a very positive move towards

urbanization our honorable

Prime Minister made an
announcement that the country
would soon have smart cities.
Thereafter, this plan received sup-
port from the visiting President of
USA. The entire country was elated
and excited about this progressive
suggestion.

It would be in line thus, to make
some observations proposing a
certain approach to the smart cities
initiative. Can making islands of
modern comprehensive habitat
make a city smart? Just imagine a
high-rise 40-storey building at
Karkarduma East Delhi in midst of
an almost slum like Karkarduma
village. What will the residents, of
this so called smart city, see when
they look out of their windows —
dirt, slums and unhygienic sur-
roundings. It will be akin to how
Mumbai looks when you land at
Mumbai, a swanky airport sur-
rounded on all sides by Dharavi
slums. Can a city, which is over-
crowded, with over-stretched civic
facilities, restricted water supply,
inadequate electric supply and
abysmal public transport become
smart by adding an island of smart
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living?
Constructing new cities, with excel-
lent infrastructure and world-class
facilities, only can make smart
cities. Existing cities can be made
smart by removing slums and reha-
bilitating their residents in proper
accommodation. Unplanned colo-
nies must be reconstructed after re-
planning them. However, slum
elimination is a longstanding prob-
lem successive governments have
failed to solve. Governments have
allocated land in the outskirts of
cities to get rid of slums. New slums
came up in place of old ones and the
dwellers have sold the land allo-
cated to others.

A slum can't be eliminated if one
relocates its dwellers. The residents
of slums have their vocation in the
area around the slum and they can't
afford to lose their vocation. The
answer lies in construction of high-
rise small dwelling units in the
existing slum location and allotting
them to the dwellers. The finance for
the project can come from construc-
tion of high-end high-rise buildings
in the balance space and selling
them at market rates. The sale of
these units would fetch enough
money to finance the project. Both



types of units should be smart units
and to ensure that they are attrac-
tive for buyers, the approach to the
two-sections must be different.
Gradually all slums will develop into
smart habitats. To ensure a fair
program, fool proof mapping of the
existing slums must be done prior to
the announcement of the scheme. It
will also help achieve the long-term
political goal of inclusive living.

The need to modernize also applies
to areas not covered by Housing
Boards/Development Authorities
(like DDA). These so called 'Lal
Dora' colonies are unhygienic,
unplanned, overcrowded and
unhealthy. Above all, their presence
would never letany city develop into
aworld-class city. A similar formula
needs to be worked out, with certain
modification, for these areas. The
incentive for the residents of these
colonies would be a government-
sponsored reconstruction of their
properties with a difference that it
will be modern, smartand high-rise.
The balance land again can be used
for smart high-end living, which will
finance the project. The difficulty
involved in making the residents
agree for this can be overcome by
offering them floor-areas more than

THE

NATIONALIST

33

POLITICAL COMMENTARIES

the carpet area of their land (the
exact factor can be calculated by an
expert keeping the economics in
mind). The existing colony will, of
course, be razed to the ground.

Professional builders, with audit of
the quality, must construct the
buildings. Buildings need not be
constructed with a focus of develop-
ing independent dwelling units. The
rehabilitation units for slums dwell-
ers must be designed on the lines of
‘chawls’ in Mumbai. All dwelling
units made in future must be
designed to ensure that no individ-
ual can expand his habitat. A gov-
ernment legislation legalizing such
reconstruction will be required.

Such a measure will help in better
mobility pattern, reducing housing
crisis and congesting. Urbanization
not only means smart cities but also
provision for better quality of life by
increasing the choices available to
individuals. Smart cities need to be
safe cities in terms of prevention of
risks of sanitation, infrastructure,
etc.

(Dr. Mukul Kapoor is a columnist on
social issues and Head, Dept. of

Anesthesiology, Saket City Hospital, New
Delhi).



INDIA@NEW INITIATIVES

Ministry of Communications & IT
National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) Project:
Transforming the country into a digitally
empowered society and knowledge economy

ational Optical Fibre

Network Project (NOFN) is

a landmark initiative in
taking forward the vision of Digital
India which aims to transform the
country into a digitally empowered
society and knowledge economy. In
order to ensure equity in access and to
accelerate the socio-economic growth
in the rural areas, the Government
has planned to connect all 2,50,000
Gram Panchayats in the country with
minimum 100 Mbps bandwidth
under the National Optical Fiber
Network Project . NOFN is set to link
600 million rural citizens of India
across 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats
spread over 6600 blocks and 631
districts through Broadband optical
fibre network thereby facilitating
delivery of e-governance, e-health, e-
education, e-banking and public
internet access, weather, agricultural
and other services to rural India. The
project also seeks to achieve a huge
employment generation opportunity
through operation and maintenance
activities, BPO services, rural entre-
preneurship etc. NOFN, funded by
the Ministry of Communications & IT,
Govt. of India, is envisaged to provide
non- discriminatory access to bridge
the digital divide across rural India.
Approximately 20,000 Gram
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Panchayats has been connected till
March 2015 under Phase 1; another
one lakh Gram Panchayats will get
connected by March 2016 under
Phase 2 and the remaining by
December 2016.

It is expected that the establishment
of NOFN would open up new avenues
for access service providers like
mobile operators, cable TV Operators
etc. to launch next generation ser-
vices, and spur creation of local
employment opportunities encom-
passing e-commerce, IT outsourcing
etc. as well as services such as e-
banking, e-health and e-education for
inclusive growth.

NOFN Project Highlights:

- World's largest rural broadband
connectivity project through optical
fiber

- All 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats in
Indiato be connected on optical fibre

- Minimum 100 Mbps bandwidth at
each Gram Panchayat

- Approx. 6 lakh Km new incremental
optical fibre cable to be laid

- Indigenous equipment design and
manufacturingunder “Make in India”

-High Capacity Network
Management System and Network
Operation Centre



STATE’S CORNER

U.P. & BIHAR
Revival of Gorakhpur and Barauni

he Modi Government has

given its approval for the

revival of the closed unit of
Gorakhpur Fertilizer Unit of
Fertilizers Corporation India
Limited along with the Barauni unit
of the Hindustan Fertilizer
Corporation Ltd. (HFCL). These
units were lying defunct and were
not in operation since 2004,
Therefore, the units and other facili-
ties were lying unutilized. It is
Important to mention here that
there is no indigenous urea units in
the Eastern part of the country. The
demand of urea in the Eastern
region, at presentis being meteither
from the Western ports or from the
units located in Western and
Central India involving long dis-
tance transportation. Long distance
transportation of urea riddled with
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high expenditure in terms of high
freight subsidy as well as logistics
problems. The revival of these units
will ensure timely availability of
urea from these units to the eastern
region. Apart from growth of the
regional economy of the country,
each unit will be revived through
bidding route with an approximate
investment of Rs. 5000 — 6000
crore, and create employment
opportunity for 500 directand 2500
indirect workers. In the history of
independent India, no central gov-
ernment has done investment in the
eastern Uttar Pradesh region on
such a large scale as has announced
by Modi Government — this is one
best most clear display of the spirit
of 'cooperative federalism' that PM
talks of.



INDIA@POSITIVE

India's Fourth Navigation Satellite
IRNSS-1 D Successfully Launched

navigation satellite using the

Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) from Sriharikota. With this
launch, the Indian Space Research
Organisation or ISRO can start
operations of India's own version of
the Global Positioning System or
GPS, useful in everyday life for
navigation. This Indian technology
IS most needed by India's armed
forces for precision guidance. Now
India has joined a select club of six
that have the indigenous capability
of generating their satellite-based
navigation signals.This navigation
system has an accuracy of less than
20 meters, which is comparable to
the best in the world.This is the
fourth satellite in a constellation of
seven and it now gives India the
indigenous capability for a satellite-

I ndia successfully launched a

based navigation system. This will
also help India assist the SAARC
countriesin getting the

benefits of satellite technology as
the signals can help them as well.
With successful launch, the Indian
space agency is very close to devel-
oping India's own 'GPS' system
which will be a useful addition for
the common man as well as it will
provide most needed strategic
depth to the Indian armed forces.

Gujarat leads in implementation of
Swachh Bharat Mission

ujarat tops the list of states
for the implementation of
Swachh Bharat Mission in

an assessment carried out by the
Union Urban Development
Ministry. According to the Ministry
of Urban Development, out of
2,70,069 household toilets con-
structed during the last financial
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year under the Mission, Gujarat
alone accounted for 60 per cent of
them having built 1,65,376 house-
hold toilets. Report also mentions
that in Solid Waste Management,
Gujarat took the lead by reporting
100 percent collection and trans-
portation of municipal solid waste
in 120 of the 195 towns in the state.
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BJP President Amit Shah's Speech at the
National Executive in Bengaluru

While addressing a meeting of the Party's National
Executive in Bengaluru, Shri Amit Shah said that the BJP is
now the world's largest political party. On this occasion, he
gave an account of the achievements of the Modi led
government in the past ten months as well as a call for the
party to form a majority government in the poll-bound
Bihar.

Shri Shah said that the BJP has completed ten months
under NDA. In these ten months, a lot has changed within

this nation. Just a few months ago when the UPA
government was in power, there was never a time when there weren't any scams. And
that did plenty to dent our image as a nation. Consequently, the entire nation was
absorbed in cynicism, with the country starting to doubt its own future. Besides, the
anger of our unemployed youth often spilled out into our streets. However, global
perspectives started changing once the BJP formed the government. With Narendra
Modi becoming the Prime Minister, Indians across the world are proud of their heritage.
And Indiais marching ahead to ensure its own position in the world.

Shri Shah said that the Modi government is a Government of the downtrodden, farmers
and workers. It is a government that actually walks the road for the progress of everyone.
He said that poverty leads to unemployment. And the two coexist. Therefore, the Modi
government has undertaken two schemes to generate work. One of them is, 'Make in
India'. Suddenly firms from all over the world are queuing up to manufacture and invest
in India. This will help in creating employment for thousands of youth. While referring to
farmers Shri Shah said, till the time a tiller is unhappy, the country won't progress. He
added that over 10 crore members need to be on the rolls of the Party. Reminding workers
of Narendra Modi's August 9 speech, Shri Shah implored that they should rise up above
politics for the greater good. He asked party workers to fight the menace of scavenging
across India. He urged BJP workers to connect with families employed in the task all over
the country in a bid to put an end to this malpractice by 2016.

Shri Shah also called upon the workers to take the message of 'Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao'
to the grassroots. He also spoke about cleaning up the River Ganga under the 'Namami
Gange' scheme. Shri Shah said that polls are due in Bihar. The state has had to endure
“jungle raj” for a considerable period of time. People of Bihar have high expectations from
the BJP. Therefore, it is the party workers' responsibility to travel to their midst. Post the
elections, the BJP will form a majority government in the state.



"If we are to live and grow as a
university [Calcutta], one of whose
paramount tasks is to produce not
only leaders of thought and action
but also workers dedicated to the
service of the nation, we cannot sit
idle with philosophic concern and
let things drift as they may. So far as
we are concerned, it is for us to set
our house in order. It is for us, and
specially the younger generation,
Hindus, Moslems and Christians
alike, to combine and resolutely
stand for the permanent wellbeing
of our province..."

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
(Excerpts from the speech delivered at Calcutta University Convocation on
2nd March 1935)
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