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EDITORIAL

D

expansion of rail, inland water, coastal
and road services.

espite the degenerative
efforts of some sections to
force a negative discourse on
the country in the past few days and
months, the Prime Minister and his
Government have, in fact, made it a
determined habit to re-lay the vision of
governance systems, its approach and
attitude.

Some political formations,
especially the Communists, appear to
be stuck in a dialectal time warp of
their own making. They keep seeing
and interpreting India through the lens
of class-conflict, imagined nationhood
and periodically raise false alarms of a
“corporate-communal alliance”,
essentially to dupe the common
citizens of this country. Such negative
words coming from rootless politicians
devoid of a mass-base have no takers in
today's India. Still living in a political
ice-age, the CPIM and its Leftist drumbeaters, fail to realize that the age of
their conflict-generating politics is
over.

The launching of the multi-purpose
and multi-modal platform PRAGATI
(Pro-Active Governance And Timely
Implementation) a unique integrating
and interactive platform is a reflection
of that spirit of innovation which aims
to transform governance by making it
responsive to the aspirations and
needs of the common citizen. The
platform also aims to simultaneously
monitor and review important
programmes and projects of the
Government of India as well as projects
flagged by State Governments.
PRAGATI symbolizes a major step
towards achieving Prime Minister's
promise of making governance in India
more efficient and responsive.

In the past few months, under the
Narendra Modi led dispensation, a
definitive era of cooperative and
responsive governance has been
inaugurated. It is a governance model
that is inspired by the basic tenets of
Integral Humanism and Antyodaya, it
is a governance vision which has
pledged to work and dedicate itself to
the progress of all sections of our
society, including the long-neglected
'proletariat' which, in India, has always
been historically abandoned and
marginalized even by its most vocal
ideological trumpeters.

The go-ahead given to the
SAGARMALA Project is another step
ahead for India, in her quest for
achieving self-reliance in the vital
national sectors of transport
infrastructure and connectivity. The
flagship SAGARMALA project aims to
develop enhanced connectivity with
main economic centres and beyond
through a multi-dimensional

- Dr. Anirban Ganguly
Director, SPMRF
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PM MODI’S VISION

Our vision for Indian Ocean is ‘SAGAR’:
“Security and Growth for All in the Region”

Why Indian Ocean is at the
centre of global attention

The seas forged links of commerce,
culture, and religion with our
extended neighbourhood across
several millenniums. India is
becoming more integrated globally.
We will be more dependent than
before on the ocean and the surrounding regions. We must also
assume our responsibility to shape
its future. So, Indian Ocean Region
is at the top of our policy priorities.

Indian Ocean is critical to the future
of the world. Today, the world
speaks of 21st century driven by the
dynamism and the energy of Asia
and the Pacific. But, its course will
be determined by the tides of the
Indian Ocean. This is why Indian
Ocean is at the centre of global
attention more than ever before. We
also see growing global stakes and
presence in the Ocean. Even in this
changing world, the oceans hold the
key to its fortunes. And, we will all
prosper when the seas are safe,
secure and free for all. To ensure
this will be our greatest collective
responsibility. We have seen the
tragedy of tsunamis and cyclones.
Terror has visited us from sea. We
all feel the rising impact of climate
change on our coasts and islands.

Our Vision for Indian Ocean
Region
Our vision for Indian Ocean Region
is rooted in advancing cooperation
in our region; and, to use our capabilities for the benefit of all in our
common maritime home. We will
do everything to safeguard our
mainland and islands and defend
our interests. Equally we will work
to ensure a safe, secure and stable
Indian Ocean Region that delivers
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us all to the shores of prosperity.
And, our capabilities will be there
for those struck by the ocean's fury.
Or, caught in distress on the seas.
We will deepen our economic and
security cooperation with our
friends in the region especially our
maritime neighbours and island
states. We will also continue to build
their maritime security capacities
and their economic strength.
Collective action and cooperation
will best advance peace and security
in our maritime region. It will also
prepare us better to respond to
emergencies.

Economy. To me the blue chakra or
wheel in India's national flag represents the potential of Blue
Revolution or the Ocean Economy.
That is how central the Ocean
Economy is to us.
Ensuring peace, stability and
prosperity is India's responsibility
Those who live in this region have
the primary responsibility for peace,
stability and prosperity in the
Indian Ocean.We recognize that
there are other nations around the
world, with strong interests and
stakes in the region.India is deeply
engaged with them. We do this
through dialogue, visits, exercises,
capacity building and economic
partnership. Our goal is to seek a
climate of trust and transparency;
respect for international maritime
rules and norms by all countries;
sensitivity to each other`s interests;
peaceful resolution of maritime
issues; and increase in maritime
cooperation. We seek a future for
Indian Ocean that lives up to the
name of SAGAR - Security And
Growth for All in the Region. We
should be inspired by Monsoon,
which nurtures and connects us all
in region. We will strive to unite our
region in partnership, as we were
once in geography. An Ocean that
connects our world should become
the pathway of peace and prosperity
for all.

Maritime cooperation is a prerequisite for blue revolution
Our goal is to deepen our mutual
understanding on maritime challenges; and, strengthen our collective ability to address them.We also
support efforts to strengthen our
regional mechanisms for maritime
cooperation - from dealing with
piracy terrorism and other crimes;
to marine safety and natural disasters. We also seek a more integrated
and cooperative future in the region
that enhances the prospects for
sustainable development for all. We
must promote greater collaboration
in trade, tourism and investment;
infrastructure development;
marine science and technology;
sustainable fisheries; protection of
marine environment; and, overall
development of Ocean or Blue
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Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
?
Siddharth Singh

M

certification by third party
assessment bodies. The average
monetary reward would be around
Rs. 8000 per trainee.

Skill training under the new
scheme will primarily be
focused on a first time
entrants to the labour
market and primarily target
Class 10 and Class 12 drop
outs.

Out of the total outlay, Rs.1120
crore will be spent on skill training
of 14 lakh youth, special emphasis
has been given to recognition of
prior learning for which an amount
of Rs. 220 crore has been provided.
Awareness building and
mobilization efforts would be
focused for attention, for which Rs.
67 crore has been provided.
Mobilization would be done
through skill melas organized at the
local level with participation of the
State Governments, Municipal
Bodies, Panchayati Raj Institutions
and community based
organizations. The focus under the
scheme is also on mentorship
support and placement facilitation
for which an outlay of Rs. 67 crore
has been provided. An allocation of
Rs. 150 crores has been made for
training of youth from the NorthEast region.

odi government has
launched a new scheme
for skill training of youth
to harness the demographic
dividend and to provide
employment to youth as per their
enlarged skills. Last month the
Union Cabinet gave its approval for
the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana (PMKVY) with an outlay of
Rs. 1500 crore. Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY)

will be the flagship scheme for skill
training of youth and it wil be
implemented by the new Ministry of
Skill Develoment and
Entrepreneurship through the
National Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC). The scheme
will cover 24 lakh persons. Skill
training would be done based on the
National Skill Qualification
Framework (NSQF) and industry
led standards. Under the scheme, a
monetary reward will be given to
trainees on assessment and

Skilling youths as per
demand: For assessment of
demand of Central Ministries /
Departments / State Governments,
industry and business would be
consulted. A demand aggregator
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platform would be launched for the
purpose very soon. The target for
skilling would be aligned to demand
from other flagship programmes
launched in recent times such as
Make in India, Digital India,
National Solar Mission and Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan. Skill training
under the new scheme will
primarily be focused on a first time
entrants to the labour market and
primarily target Class 10 and Class
12 drop outs.

Evaluation: Skill Development
Management System (SDMS)
would be put in place to verify and
record details of all training centres

All persons undergoing
training would be required
to give feedback at the time
of assessment and this
would become the key
element of the evaluation
framework to assess the
effectiveness of the PMKVY
scheme.

Implementation: The scheme
would be implemented through
NSDC training partners. Currently
NSDC has 187 training partners that
have over 2300 centres. In addition,
Central / State Government
affiliated training providers would
also be used for training under the
scheme. All training providers will
have to undergo a due diligence
before being eligible for
participating under this scheme.
Focus under the PMKVY would be
on improved curricula, better
pedagogy and better trained
instructors. Training would include
soft skills, personal grooming,
behavioral change for cleanliness,
good work ethics. Sector Skill
Councils and the State
Governments would closely
monitor skill training that will
happen under PMKVY.

a certain quality of training
locations and courses. Biometric
system and video recording of the
training process would be put in
place where feasible. All persons
undergoing training would be
required to give feedback at the time
of assessment and this would
become the key element of the
evaluation framework to assess the
effectiveness of the PMKVY scheme.
A robust grievance redressal system
would be put in place to address
grievances relating to
implementation of the scheme. An
online citizen portal would also be
put in place to disseminate
information about the scheme.
(Siddharth Singh is Research
Associate at SPMRF)
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esd bu bafM;k ds fy, dkS'ky fodkl t#jh
?
M‚ jtuh'k R;kxh

ih,e ujsaæ eksnh us 15 vxLr dks yky fdys ls
vius igys Hkk"k.k esa esd bu bafM;k dk ukjk fn;k
Fkk A foÙk ea=h v#.k tsVyh us Hkh vius ctV Hkk"k.k
esa esd bu bafM;k dh ckr dgh FkhA muds ctV
Hkk"k.k esa baÝkLVªDpj vkSj dkjksckj vklku djus ls
ysdj fLdy MsoyiesaV rd esd bu bafM;k dh
>yd ns[kus dks feyhA esd bu bafM;k dk y{; u,
m|ksxksa dh 'kq#vkr djuk gSA

ifCyd&çkbosV ikVZujf'ki ds vk/kkj ij dkS'ky
fu[kkj ds fy, us’kuy fLdy MsoyiesaV d‚iksZjs'ku
futh laLFkkuksa dks /ku ,oa ekxZn'kZu nsus dk dke
djrh gSA dkS'ky fodkl fe'ku }kjk çf'k{k.k dsaæ
ds baLVªDVj dks 30 #i;s çfr ?kaVk çfr çf'k{k.kkFkhZ
ekuns; fn;k tkrk gSA çf'k{k.k dkslZ iwjh rjg ls
fu'kqYd gSA fdlh rjg dk dksbZ pktZ ugha fy;k tk
ldrkA de ls de 60 Qhlnh çf'k{kkfFkZ;ksa dks
ukSdjh fnykuk laLFkk dh ftEesnkjh gSA ,slk u gksus
ij 20 Qhlnh ekuns; esa dh tkrh dVkSrh gSA

Hkkjr esa vkS|ksfxd mRiknu dks c<+kok nsus ds
fy, etnwjksa esa dq'kyrk vkSj dkS'ky dk gksuk
vko';d gSA eSU;qQSDpfjax ubZ ljdkj ds çeq[k
i‚fylh mís';ksa esa 'kkfey gSA eSU;qQSDpfjax
y‚Ux&VeZ xzksFk dk batu lkfcr gksxhA ;fn ns'k esa
mRiknu dh bdkb;ka ugha yxsxha rks ns'k dkjksckfj;ksa
vkSj O;kikfj;ksa dk cu dj jg tk,xkA fofuekZrkvksa
dk ugha cu ik,xkA vkt ns'k dks fofuekZrkvksa dh
t:jr gSA fuekZ.k gh ugha gksxk rks dkjksckjh D;k
cspsaxs \

bØk eSustesaV dalfYVax lfoZl fyfeVsM vkSj
,vksu gsfoV tSlh varjkZ"Vªh; dalfYVax QeZ ds
vkadM+ksa ds eqrkfcd lky 2022 rd Hkkjr esa djhc
35 djksM+ dk;Z&dq'ky dkexkjksa dh t#jr gksxhA
dkexkjksa dh dq'kyrk dks fu[kkjus dk dke Hkh y{;
ls dkQh ihNs py jgk gSA uoacj 2012&13 ds e/;
rd uS'kuy fLdy MsoyiesaV d‚iksZjs'ku egt 14
yk[k dkexkjksa dks gh Vªsfuax ns ikbZ Fkh tks fd mlds
vius y{; 85 yk[k dk;Z&dq'ky dkexkjksa ls dkQh
ihNs gSA ns'k esa gj lky 1-80 djksM+ dkexkj c<+
tkrs gSaA ysfdu gj lky flQZ 31 yk[k dks gh
fLdy MsoyiesaV dh Vªsfuax nsus dh O;oLFkk gSA
bysfDVªd vkSj gkml ok;fjax] flYd] LØhu vkSj
fçafVax] osfYMax ,oa QSfczds'ku] ,ybZMh] ,ylhMh
vkSj Vhoh fjis;fjax] ;wih,l vkSj buoVZj fjis;fjax]
C;wVhf'k;u ,oa dfVax] vkfVZfQf'k;y ToSyjh vkSj
eksckby fjis;j] daI;wVj vkijsVj] bysfDVªd ,oa
eksVj ckbafMax lfgr djhc 250 VªsMksa esa çf'k{k.k
fn;k tkrk gSA ;qokvksa dh fLdy csLM baMLVªh esa jkg
vklku djus ds fy, ljdkj cSadksa] ds tfj, Hkh mUgsa
foÙkh; enn igqapkrh gSA

Hkkjr nqfu;k ds lcls toku vkcknh okys ns'kksa
esa 'kqekj gS vkSj ns'k bl otg ls ,d cM+h Qk;nsean
fLFkfr esa gSA ns'k dh ;qok vkcknh esa ekStwn
laHkkoukvksa dk iwjk Qk;nk mBkus dh t:jr gSA
tokuh dks Ldwyksa esa [kikus dh txg dk;Z'kkykvksa
vkSj QsfDVªvks esa yxkuk iM+sxkA ns[kus esa ;g vk;k gS
dh tokuh d‚yst esa [kpZ gks tkrh gS vkSj d‚yst ls
fudyus ds ckn fo|kFkhZ fdlh dke dk ugha cprk
gSA ,d tekuk Fkk tc i<kbZ fy[kkbZ] fMxzh]
DokyhfQds'ku gh t‚c ds fy, i;kZIr gqvk djrh
FkhaA
vkt fLdy MsoyiesaV dh egrh vko';drk
gSA csgrj vkSj dq'ky dkexkj uk flQZ ns'k esa
csjkstxkjh dh leL;k dks [kRe dj ldrs gSa cfYd
ns'k vkSj dkjksckj dh rjDdh esa Hkh vge Hkwfedk
fuHkk ldrs gSaA vDVwcj 2009 esa us'kuy fLdy
MsoysiesaV d‚iksZjs'ku dh 'kq#vkr dh xbZA dkS'ky
fu[kkj ds fy, uS'kuy fLdy MsoyiesaV d‚iksZjs'ku
us djhc 2500 djksM+ :i;s dk dks"k cuk;k gSA

ns'k esa djhc 80 Qhlnh daifu;ka Hkh dq'kyrk
dh deh dks eku jgh gSaA ,sls esa mRiknu vkSj lsokvksa
ds fy, dkexkjksa dh deh esd bu bafM;k ds lius
dks rksM+ ldrh gSA tc nslh daifu;ksa dks gh dq'ky
dkjhxj ugha fey jgs rks vFkZO;oLFkk esa rsth vkSj
fons'kh fuos'k ds vkus ij dq'ky dkjhxjksa dh t#jr
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ls dSls fuiVk tk,xk\ VkVk daiuh vkSj
vkbZlhvkbZlhvkbZ tSlh laLFkkvksa us fLdy MsoyiesaV
ds ewy ea= dks dkQh igys gh le> fy;k FkkA vkt
oks viuh daiuh vkSj laLFkkvksa esa dq'ky dkjhxjksa dh
t#jr dks viuh [kqn dh lh,lvkj ;kstukvksa ds
}kjk gh iwjk dj jgh gSaA lHkh daifu;ksa dks fLdy
MsoyiesaV ij /;ku nsuk pkfg,A lsaVj Q‚j flfoy
lkslk;Vh fodYi okmplZ çksxzke ds tfj, fLdy
MsoyiesaV ds dke esa vuks[ks ç;ksx dj jgk gSA

ls 23 lky dh mez ds ;qokvksa dh la[;k rdjhcu 15
djksM+ gSA ;qok tYnh ls tYnh t‚c ikus dh tqxr esa
egaxs dkslZ rks dj ysrs gSa ysfdu tc bu dkslksZ ls
feys vuqHko dh ckr vkrh gS rks os dk;ZLFky ij fQV
ugha cSBrsA ;qokvksa dks phtksa dks csgrj <ax ls eSust
djus dh dyk vkuh pkfg,A lkspuk ;g gS fd
vkxkeh o"kksZ esa buds fy, ukSdfj;ka dgka ls vk;saxh \
csjkstxkj bathfu;j dh la[;k esa lky nj lky
btkQk gks jgk gSA fMxzh gksYMj bathfu;j daI;wVj
ÝSaMyh rks gSa] ysfdu ftl {ks= esa muls fo'ks"kKrk dh
t#jr gS mlesa mUgsa dq'kyrk gkfly ugha gSA
LokLF; lsokvksa esa pqfuank fLdYl esa ekr [kk tkus ds
dkj.k esfMdks ;qok bu voljksa dk ykHk ugha mBk ik
jgs gSaA

ns'k esa 53 Qhlnh deZpkfj;ksa dks fLdy
MsoyiesaV dh Vªsfuax nsus dh t:jr gSA fodkl]
fuos'k vkSj ukSdjh ds volj c<+kuk vkSj
fMekaM&lIykbZ dks csgrj cukus ds fy, fLdy
MsoyiesaV ds tfj;s ;qokvksa dks VªsaM djuk pkfg,A
ysfdu 19 ls 24 o"kZ dh vk;q ds ek= ikap Qhlnh gh
O;kolkf;d f'k{kk ds tfj;s VªsaM gks ikrs gSaA fLdy
MsoyiesaV ds tfj;s yf{kr 50 djksM+ yksxksa esa dels
de 25 djksM+ xzkeh.k yksxksa dks xkaoksa ls tqM+s
y?kq&e>ksys m|ksxksa dh Vªsfuax feysxh rks blls
T;knk jkstxkj iSnk gksaxsA dsaæ ljdkj us 1500
djksM+ #i, dh nhun;ky mik/;k; xzkeh.k dkS'ky
;kstuk 'kq: dh gS A fMftVy okmpj }kjk iSlk lh/ks
Nk=ks ds [kkrs esa tk;sxkA vxj ge ukSdfj;ksa dk
l`tu djrs gSa rks gekjh vkfFkZd o`f) dh nj Lor% gh
c<+ tk;sxhA vkt Hkkjr ds ;qokvksa dk eqdkcyk
nqfu;k ds ;qokvksa ls Hkh gSA vksckek us dgk Fkk fd
tc eSa Hkkjr tkÅaxk rks 21 gtkj ukSdfj;ka ysdj
vkÅaxkA nwljs ns'kksa ds jk"Vªk/;{k vkrs gSa] rks vius
ns'k dks ;g crk dj vkrs gSa fd os Hkkjr ls bruh
ukSdfj;ka yk;saxsA

ubZ pqukSfr;ksa ls eqdkcys ds fy, ;qokvksa dks
Lo;a dks rS;kj djuk gksxkA ;qokvksa dh 'kkjhfjd
{kerk dk Lrj uhps vk;k gSA blfy, cMh ls cMh
HkrhZ esa Hkh lsuk dks fujk'kk gh gkFk yxrh gSA vkt
lsuk dks vius Lrj ds yk;d ;qok ugha fey ik jgs
gSA ;qokvksa dks viuh 'kkjhfjd {kerk c<+kuh gksxhA
tks ;qok f'k{kk {ks= esa tkuk pkgrs gS oks viuh
tkudkjh c<+k,aA fo"k; dh xgjh tkudkjh f'k{kk {ks=
esa fLFkjrk ikus dh igyh 'krZ gSA ysfdu lkekU;
Kku dk de ik;k tkuk fpark dk fo"k; gSA vktdy
ds Nk=ks dks xf.kr ls cgqr Mj yxrk gS cSfdax {ks=
iwjh rjg x.kukvksa ij gh pyrk gSA os Nk= ftudh
dSydqys'ku i‚oj vPNh gS oks cSfdax {ks= esa cgqr
vkxs rd c<rs gSaA blds lkFk gh djsaV u‚yst Hkh
t:jh gSA ehfM;k yksdra= dk pkSFkk LrEHk gS A
ehfM;k MsM ykbu csLM çksQs'ku gS tgka Vkbe dk
eryc gh lQyrk gSA Hkkjrh; Nk= vkerkSj ij
ysVyrhQ gksrs gS blfy, oks eqdkcys esa fVd ugha
ikrs gS A bl QhYM esa fganh&bafXy'k nksuksa gh Hkk"kkvksa
ij idM cgqr t:jh gSA fLdy MsoyiesaV lrr
çfØ;k gSA vxj dksbZ ftKklq gSa rks fdlh Hkh {ks= esa
viuh fLdYl c<k ldrk gSaA O;fä ds fodkl dh
ftEesnkjh mldh Lo;a dh gSA ljdkjsa rks dsoy
lgkjk ns ldrh gSA ljdkjksa ij iwjh rjg fuHkZj gks
tkuk LoLFk lekt dk y{k.k ugha gSA

çf'k{kdksa dh deh ds dkj.k yksxksa dks Vªsfuax
nsus dh j¶rkj /kheh gSA 2008 ds oYM MsoyiesaV
fjiksVZ esa ;g dgk x;k Fkk fd Hkkjr dh ;qok ih<+h ds
fy, baMfLVª;y Vªsfuax baLVhV~;wV~l cuk;s tk;saA
2009 esa foÙk ea=h ih fpancje us ,d gtkj
vkbVhvkb dh ?kks"k.kk dj nh FkhA ns'k esa 10]000 ls
vf/kd vkbZVhvkbZ gSaA buesa djhc 15 yk[k lhVsa gSa
ysfdu 75]000 çf'k{kdksa dh deh gSA
vxj chrs nl lky dk fjd‚MZ ns[krs gS rks
ns'k esa t‚cysl xzksFk gqbZ gSA gkykr ;g gS dh pan
inksa ds fy, gtkjksa yk[kksa yksx vkosnu djrs gS A 18

¼ys[kd vkxjk fo'ofo|ky; esas çoäk jg pqds gSa½

THE

NATIONALIST

8

SPECIAL ARTICLE

Dr. Ambedkar – A Great Visionary of
Modern India
?
Ram Nath Kovind

I

stand and appreciate their usefulness and
relevance to
rising India.

ndia produced many great
leaders whose contribution has
been immense. One such
leader of great vision and extraordinary brilliance was Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar. He had a multi-faceted
personality. His vision of India
differed from that of other Indian
leaders of his time. Often his visionary ideas and lofty ideals were misunderstood or misinterpreted. But
when we closely examine the ideas
of Dr. Ambedkar, we can under-

Born in a very
low caste and
facing many
hurdles in the
social, religious, political and economic fields, he devoted himself
and his life to fight for justice for the
suppressed and secure adequate
safe guards and rights to these
people. Throughout his life, Dr.
Ambedakar had to struggle against
Orthodox elements in the Hindu
society on the one hand and the
foreign authorities on the other so
as to make available the benefits of
emancipatory discourses to the
citizens of India. It is at times difficult to see Ambedkar's extreme
views in the right perspective today
but, anybody with a clear understanding and appreciation of the
social realities of pre-independent
India would agree with his logic and
consider his line of thinking as
course of action for great social
change.
Dr. Ambedkar's prime objective

Dr. Ambedkar (R) with Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee (L)
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was to reform the society. His social
struggle was primarily aimed at
establishing equality. His agitation
to secure basic rights for the
oppressed people brought to the
fore the serious social peculiarities
including caste system of the Indian
society. Dr. Ambedkar struggled to
secure basic civic rights like the
right to collect water from public
ponds and wells, temple entry, entry
into public places such as Public
Burial Grounds, Parks, Museums,
Public Resorts, etc, and right to
education.

India itself making it a constitutional guarantee thus affecting
lasting liberal influence on the
Indian ethos. His whole life was a
ceaseless struggle for the attainment of this great objective. This
itself is a great evidence of
Ambedkar's greatness as a social
reformer and harbinger of a new era
in Indian social system.
Dr. Ambedkar worked for the
uplift of women from 1927 till his
death. His resignation from the
Cabinet was for the cause of women.
It speaks about his sincere commitment towards the emancipation of
women, as well. He championed
their cause in Bombay Legislative
Council, Viceroy's Executive
Council, in the Constituent
Assembly and as first Law Minister
of Independent India. Liberation of
women was an important part of his
liberal agenda and hence his
demand for the universal adult
franchise at the Round Table
Conferences was only to be
expected. Dr. Ambedkar was bold
enough to treat both men and
women as equal in the Constitution
of India. Today, one can see the
progress of women in political,
social, economic and educational
fields. The purpose of the Hindu
Code Bill was to codify and modify
certain provisions of the Hindu law
enabling the same set of laws to
govern all Hindus whether men or

Through his leadership and strategies, not only the depressed classes
but Indian society as a whole has
been benefited. India owes a debt of
gratitude to this great social
reformer for the awakening he
brought about in the neglected
sections of society and created
healthy environment for these
hitherto voiceless people to contribute their due share to India's progress and prosperity. Social awareness and elimination of social evils
was his greatest contribution. The
atmosphere which prevailed during
his time does not exist today. It has
changed and the credit for it should
necessarily go to Ambedkar's pioneering work as a social liberator.
However much still needs to be
done in this regard. He had rightly
focused attention on the principle of
social equality in the Constitution of
THE
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women. He inaugurated the era of
women empowerment through
Hindu code.

thoughts enshrined in the
Constitution of India, said that
some of his opponents wanted to
brand him as Manuvadi but the fact
is that he had never been a
Manuvadi but a Bhimvadi i.e. follower of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar.

His obsession with the goal of
social justice was such that the
Government of India under V.P.
Singh, supported by BJP, decided to
observe Ambedkar's birth
Centenary Year as the year of Social
Justice (April 14, 1990 to April 13,
1991). The Union government also
conferred Bharat Ratna (posthumously) on Dr. Ambedkar in 1990,
which the Congress Government
had preferred to avoid as per its own
wisdom. V.P. Singh Govt., under
political pressure of BJP, also put a
portrait of Dr. Ambedkar in Central
Hall of Parliament in the same year
and this was a great tribute not only
to Dr. Ambedkar but the entire
Dalits and backward community
whose Messiah was neglected by the
erstwhile Congress Government. As
we all know his portrait deserved to
be put in Central Hall on priority as
Dr. Ambedkar presided over many
Constituent Assembly sittings and
finally presented Draft Constitution
of India to President Dr. Rajendra
Prasad in Feb 1948 in this very
Central Hall of Parliament.

Justice V.R. Krishna lyer very
eloquently once declared that
Ambedkar “will be remembered as
long as the Indian Constitution
lasts, revered by all lovers of social
justice”. Inequalities in society had
to be abolished if democracy had to
be meaningful and purposeful. He
was a pragmatic liberal thinker
because he wanted democracy not
only in political but also in social
and economic fields of society.
Thus Dr. Ambedkar, by his decisive and visionary efforts to bring
social equality and social justice to
the exploited section of society
through Constitution of India and
by many enactments based on the
principle of equality of women at
par with men, has proved undoubtedly to be a great visionary and
statesman of India.
(The writer is two term Rajya Sabha
M.P., former National President of BJP
Scheduled Castes Morcha and former
National Spokesperson of BJP. He has
been an Advocate practicing in Delhi
High Court and Supreme Court during
1976-1993. He was also acting
Chairperson of SPMRF and can be contacted on Mob. 9868511414 and Email –
ramanath.kovind7@gmail.com)

While paying tribute to Dr.
Ambedkar, once Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, former Prime Minister
and a vocal supporter for
Ambedkar's social reformative
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Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k& lPpkbZ ,ao Hkze
?
xksiky —".k vxzoky

Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k la'kks/ku fo/ks;d ij foi{k ds
rsoj dkQh vkØked gks x;s gSA dbZ foi{kh ikfVZ;ksa
us iSny ekpZ dj jk"Vªifr dks blds fojks/k esa Kkiu
lkSikA mudk nkok gS fd orZeku la'kks/kuksa ls bl
fo/ks;d dk Lo:i fdlku fojks/kh gks tk,xkA

vxj mldks bl u, ,sDV ds
rgr 31 fnlacj 2014 rd ugha
yk;k tkrkA u, dkuwu ds rgr
fdlkuksa dks T;knk eqvkotk
feys blds fy, v/;kns'k ykuk
t#jh gks x;k FkkA ;g fdlkuksa
ds fgr dh ckr FkhA

tc Hkktik ,d v/;kns'k ds rgr la'kks/ku
fnlEcj ekg esa ykbZ Fkh rks pkjksa rjQ bldk fojks/k
gqvk Fkk blh dks /;ku esa j[kdj ;g crkuk
vko';d gS fd v/;kns'k ykuk dkuwuh vko';drk
FkhA Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k fo/ks;d 2013 esa ,d Dy‚t Fkk
ftlds rgr 13 iwoZ ,sDV tks mlesa bXtsfEIVM Fks]

v/;kns'k ds ckn tc la'kks/ku fo/ks;d laln esa
yk;k x;k rks gj txg bl ij rh[kh çfrfØ;k,
gqbZA dqN laxBuksa us vkanksyu fd;k vkSj dqN us
vkus okys fnuksa esa lM+dksa ij mrjus dh ckr dghA
gj txg ;g dgka x;k fd ;g la'kks/ku fdlku
fojks/kh gSA tcfd fLFkfr ,slh ugha gSA ikVhZ usr`Ro
dks yxk fd ;g lc Hkzked fLFkfr;ksa ds dkj.k gSA
blesa oLrqfLFkfr ls iwjh rjg voxr ugha gksus ds
lkFk&lkFk fojks/kh nyksa dk Hkzked nq"çpkj Hkh
'kkfey gSA Hkktik us eglwl fd;k fd fdlkuksa ls
lh/kh ckr djuh pkfg, vkSj mudh t#jrksa ij ppkZ
djuh pkfg,A fdlku ,oa fdlku laxBuksa ls lh/kh
okrkZ ,oa muds lq>koksa dks 'kkfey djus ds fy,
Hkktik us Ng lnL;h; Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k lfefr dk
xBu fd;kA blesa fdlku laxBuksa ls ysdj lh/ks
rkSj ij fdlkuksa ls eqykdkr djuk 'kkfey FkkA
vxj mudh dksbZ vkdka{kk ;k lq>ko gS rks mls
le>us vkSj mUgsa 'kkfey djus ds fy, gh ;g
lfefr cukbZ xbZA vyx&vyx la'kks/kuksa ij muds
fopkjksa dks 'kkfey dj gh fjiksVZ nsuh Fkh tks ml
lfefr usfn;s vkSj blfy, ljdkj us bl la'kks/ku
fo/ks;d esa dqy ukS vkSj la'kks/ku is'k djds yksd
lHkk esa ikfjr djok;kA

fdlku ,oa fdlku laxBuksa ls
lh/kh okrkZ ,oa muds lq>koksa dks
'kkfey djus ds fy, Hkktik us
Ng lnL;h; Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k
lfefr dk xBu fd;kA blesa
fdlku laxBuksa ls ysdj lh/ks
rkSj ij fdlkuksa ls eqykdkr
djuk 'kkfey FkkA vxj mudh
dksbZ vkdka{kk ;k lq>ko gS rks
mls le>us vkSj mUgsa 'kkfey
djus ds fy, gh ;g lfefr
cukbZ xbZA

fjiksZV esa geus dqN leL;k,a crkbZa FkhaA vke rkSj
ls vki ns[ksxsa rks fdlku] ljdkj }kjk bl ,DV ds
rgr Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k ds i{k esa gS os ;s Hkh tkurs gS fd
vxj blesa ljdkj FkksM+k la'kks/ku ugha djrh rks
orZeku dkuwu esa bruh isphnfx;k gS fd dksbZ
vf/kxzg.k ds fy, lkeus ugha vk,xk vkSj vxj ;g
çfØ;k ugha gksrh gS rks vkt tks [ksrh dk gky gS

muij u;k Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k dkuwu ykxw ugha gksrkA
blfy, mu 13 ,sDV ds rgr vf/kxzfgr dh xbZ Hkwfe
ij eqvkotk iqjkus jsV ls gh fdlkuks dks feyrk
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mlls thfodk pykuk eqf'dy gSA ns'k dh 60
çfr'kr ls vf/kd turk [ksrh ij vk/kkfjr gS
ftldh ns'k dh ldy ?kjsyq mRiknu esa ek= 13
çfr'kr Hkkxhnkjh gh gSA

futh vLirky vkSj futh f'k{k.k
laLFkkvksa ds fy, Hkwfe vf/kxzfgr
ugha dh tk,xh A ;s lq>ko Hkh
gesa feys Fks vkSj ljdkj us bls
eku Hkh fy;kA eqvkots dh jde
feyus esa o"kksaZ yx tkrs gSa] ,slh
leL;k Hkh lkeus vkbZA blls
fuiVus ds fy, ftyk Lrj ij
lek/kku dsUæ LFkkfir djus dh
ckr dks Hkh ljdkj us ekukA bl
rjg T;knkrj lq>koksa dks ljdkj
us eku fy;kA

Hkw&Lokeh dh vkSlr Hkwfe dk iêk cgqr NksVk gks
x;k gS tks dh O;kikfjd [ksrh ds fy, i;kZIr ugha gS
bu lc yksxksa dks oSdfYid jkstxkj ds lalk/ku
<w<usa iM+sxsa vkSj vxj mudks viuh Hkwfe dh dher
lgh ugha feyh rks ifjfLFkfr fodV gks tk,xhA
vf/kxzg.k ls de ls de nke rks Bhd fey tkrs gSA
vkSj ftl {ks= esa vk/kkjHkwr <kpsa dk fuekZ.k fd;k
tkrk gS mlds vklikl dh Hkwfe ds nke Hkh vPNs gks
tkrs gSA Hkw vf/kxzg.k ls gh rks ns'k ds lHkh dksuks esa
vk/kkj Hkwr <+kpsa dh lajpuk gks ik,xhA
vxj bu la'kks/kuksa dks ge ckjhfd;ksa ls ns[ksaxsa rks
irk pysxk fd yksxksa dh fpark gS fd Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k
dkuwu esa Hkw Lokeh dh lgefr dk ,d Dy‚t Fkk]
ftls Hkktik us vc gVk fn;kA bl fo"k; ij Hkh
Li"Vhdj.k dh vko';drk gSAvktdy Hkzked ckrksa
ij cgl gj txg py jgh gS] pkgs og ehfM;k gks
;k cqf)thfo;ksa dh cSBdA
Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k ,sDV 2013 ds ckjs esa lHkh dh
ekU;rk gS fd ;g fdlkuksa ds fgr esa gSA gekjk ;g
tkuuk vko';d gS fd mlesa Hkh ljdkjh
ifj;kstukvksa ds fy, Hkw Lokeh dh lgefr dk
Dy‚t ugha gSA mlesa dsoy nks çdkj ds vf/kxzg.kksa
ds fy, fdlkuksa dh lgefr dh ckr FkhA igyk]
vxj ljdkj ifCyd&çkbZosV ikVZujf'ki çkstsDV
ds fy, Hkwfe vf/kxzfgr djrh gS rks gh 70 çfr'kr Hkw
Lokfe;ksa ls lgefr ysus dh vko';drk FkhA vkSj
vxj ljdkj fdlh çkbZosV ifj;kstuk ds fy, Hkwfe
vf/kxzfgr djrh gS rks gh mlesa 80 çfr'kr Hkw
Lokfe;ksa dh lgefr dh t#jr FkhA blds vykok]
vxj ljdkj vius fy, yxHkx 9 {ks= dh
ifj;kstukvksa esa fdlh Hkwfe dk vf/kxzg.k djrh rks
mlesa lgefr okyh Dy‚t ugha FkhA ;s vf/kxzg.k
ljdkjh çkstsDV ds fy, gSA ftlesa fdlkuksa dh
lgefr dh vko';drk ugha FkhA iqjkus ,sDV ds 9
{ks= ftlesa lgefr t#jh ugha gS mlesa vc ljdkj
us dsoy 5 vkSj vko';d {ks=ksa dks tksM+k gSA

iwoZ esa fuEu vko';drkvksa ds fy, Hkwfe
vf/kxzg.k ij lgefr ugha pkfg, FkhA igyk lqj{kk
ds dkj.k LVªsVSftd vko';drk ds fy,A nwljk
vk/kkjHkwr <kapksa ds fy,A rhljk] —f"k {ks= dh
vko';drvksa dks fy,A pkSFkk bUMLVªh;y dkfjM‚j
ds fy,A ikapoka] lkefjd ç;kstuksa ;k Hkkjr dh
jk"Vªh; lqj{kk ;k j{kk vFkok jkT; iqfyl]
tulk/kkj.k dh lqj{kk ds egRoiw.kZ dk;Z ds fy,A
Nboka Hkkjr ljdkj ds vkfFkZd dk;Z] —f"k
çlaLdj.k] 'kS{kf.kd vkSj vuqla/kku fLdeksa bR;kfn
ds fy,A lkaroka] ifj;kstuk ls çHkkfor dqVqacksa dh
iquokZl ifj;kstuk ds fy,A vkBoka] fo'ks"k oxZ ds
fy, vkSj x`g fuekZ.k ifj;kstukA vkSj ukSoka] fu/kZu]
Hkwfeghu ;k çk—frd vkink ls çHkkfor O;fä;ksa ds
fy,Ablfy, Li"V gksuk pkfg, fd ljdkj us vc
blesa ikap ubZ vko';drkvksa dks gh lfEefyr fd;k
gSA
fcuk lgefr ls Hkwfe vf/kxzfgr fd, tkus okys
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tks ikap dSVsxjh gSa] mlesa baÝkLVDpj MsoyiesaV]
baMfLVª;y d‚fjMksj tSls fcanqvksa dks vkSj Hkh lhfer
fd;k x;k gSA bls ljdkj us ekuk fd bUMLVªh;y
d‚fjMksj ds nksuks rjQ ,d ,d fdyksehVj ls
T;knk dk {ks= vf/kxzfgr ugha fd;k tk,xkA futh
lkoZtfud Hkkxhnkjh ^ihihih* ifj;kstuk,a ftlesa
Hkwfe dk LokfeRo rks ljdkj ds ikl gh jgsxk mlesa
Hkh lkekftd <+kapkxr ifj;kstukvksa ds fy, Hkwfe
vf/kxzfgr djus dk vf/kdkj ljdkj us vius ikl
ls gVk fy;k gSA D;ksafd yksxksa dk dguk Fkk fd bl
esa dksbZ Li"Vrk ugha gS vkSj bldk nq#i;ksx gks
ldrk gSA futh vLirky vkSj futh f'k{k.k
laLFkkvksa ds fy, Hkwfe vf/kxzfgr ugha dh tk,xh A ;s
lq>ko Hkh gesa feys Fks vkSj ljdkj us bls eku Hkh
fy;kA eqvkots dh jde feyus esa o"kksaZ yx tkrs gSa]
,slh leL;k Hkh lkeus vkbZA blls fuiVus ds fy,
ftyk Lrj ij lek/kku dsUæ LFkkfir djus dh ckr
dks Hkh ljdkj us ekukA bl rjg T;knkrj lq>koksa
dks ljdkj us eku fy;kA jko fcjsUæ flag }kjk u,
la'kks/ku is'k djus ds ckn fdlku vkSj fdlku
laxBu larq"V gSaA

dHkh blds i{k esa ugha FksA ysfdu muds lq>koksa dks
'kkfey fd;k x;kA eq>s yxrk gS fd jkT;lHkk esa
vkus rd ,uMh, ds ?kVd blds i{k esa rks vk;sxsa
gh] vkSj jktfufrd ikfVZ;ksa dks Hkh lkFk vk tkuk
pkfg,A
vc tks foi{k dk ekpZ gS og dsoy jktfufr ds
rgr gh yxrk gS D;ksafd ftyk Lrj ij fdlkuksa dh
f'kdk;rksa ds fuLrkj.k ds fy, fVªC;wuy dk xBu
djus dh ckr vkSj mldh lquokbZ Hkh ftyk Lrj ij
ghfd;s tkus dk çko/kku vkSj lkFk esa jkT; ljdkjksa
dks bl la'kks/ku dks ykxw djus ;k uk djus dh
LorU=rk nsdj dsUæ ljdkj us] jkT; ljdkj dks
dkQh LorU=rk ns nh gSA vc bl vkUnksyu dh
vko';drk ugha gSA mUgsa vglkl rks gks x;k gksxk
fd ;g fo/ks;d fdlku fojks/kh ugha gSA vxj os lkFk
ugha Hkh vk, rks laln dk la;qä l= cqykdj
ljdkj bl fo/ks;d dks ikl djkus dk ç;kl
djsxhA
,d ckr /;ku j[kusa dh vko';drk gS fd
fiNyh ljdkj ds le; esa SEZ tSlh ;kstukvksa dk
O;kid #i ls nq#i;ksx fd;k x;kA dqN gh SEZ
cukus dh ;kstuk Fkh ysfdu UPA ljdkj us yxHkx
400 ls vf/kd SEZ dks eatwjh nsdj bl ;kstuk dks
tehu gM+ius dk tfj;k cuk fn;k bl ij iqu%
fopkj fd vko';drk gSA

dqN yksxksa dk bl ij erHksn gS fd ljdkj us
lkekftd çHkko vkdyu dh vko';drk dks Hkh
gVk;k gS ysfdu mldh çeq[k /kkjk tSls fd ljdkj
dks Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k ls igys ;g lqfuf'pr djuk
pkfg, fd ifj;kstuk ds fy, ftruh tehu ekaxh
xbZ gSA D;k okLro esa mruh tehu dh vko';drk
gS\ vkSj bruh tehu gh vf/kxzfgr dh tk, ftruh
de ls de vko';drk gSA ns'k esa ftruh catj Hkwfe
gS mldk losZ{k.k dj ,d ^yS.M cSad* cuk;k tk,
ftlesa ifj;kstukvksa dks yxkus dh NwV gksA bl
lkjh catj Hkwfe dh tkudkjh layXud esa nh tk,A
vf/kxzfgr {ks= esa [ksfrgkjh etnwj ds ifjokj ds de
ls de ,d lnL; dks ifj;kstuk esa jkstxkj nsuk
vko';d djukA,sls çko/kku ljdkj us eq[; /kkjk
esa viuk fy, gSA fQj Hkh vxj lcdk fopkj cusxk
rks lkekftd çHkko vkdyu dk la'kksf/kr #i ykxw
fd;k tk ldrk gSA la'kks/kuks ds rgr vc fcy esa
fdlkuksa dh T;knkrj ckr eku yh xbZ gSAtc ;g
fcy yksdlHkk esa vk;k Fkk] rc ,uMh, ds dqN ?kV

oSls Hkh foi{k dks /;ku j[kuk pkfg;s fd laln
dk dk;Z dkuwu cukuk gS vxj ns'k esa dkuwu cukus
dh çfØ;k xM+cM+k,xh rks ljdkj ugha py ldrhA
tks ns'k dh orZeku vkfFkZd fLFkfr gS mlesa vxj ge
leqfpr fodkl ds ekxZ ij vkxs ugha c<rsa rks fQj
gekjs Hkfo"; ij dkys ckny eaMjkus yxsxsa vkSj ,sls
ekSds ckj ckj ugha vkrsaA le; ij fu.kZ; ysuk
vko';d gSA
¼ys[kd Hkktik ds jk"Vªh; dk;Zdkfj.kh ,oa Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k
lfefr ds lnL; gSa½
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Implementation of Bezbaruah
Committee recommendations by Modi
Government
?
Siddharth Singh

N

Bezbaruah Committee with regard
to immediate measures.

ortheast has always been
and continues to be a focal
area for the Modi
government as displayed by its
prompt action whenever it comes to
issues concerning the people and
welfare of the region as a whole.

As part of the Legal Measures, the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) will be
amended for insertion of new
sections of 153C and 509A as
recommended by the Committee.
As part of Legal Assistance, a panel
of seven lawyers including five
women lawyers has been
constituted for providing legal
assistance to the needy people from
the North East. State Bhawans of
concerned North-Eastern States
have also agreed to play active roles
to assist the persons in distress.

The Ministry of Home Affairs had
constituted a Committee under the
chairmanship of Shri M.P.
Bezbaruah to look into the various
concerns of the citizens hailing from

Northeast has always been
and continues to be a focal
area for the Modi
government as displayed by
its prompt action whenever
it comes to issues
concerning the people and
welfare of the region as a
whole.

All the recommendations made
by the Committee regarding Special
Police Initiatives and additional
steps to be taken by the various State
Police Forces and Delhi Police have
been accepted for immediate
implementation. These include:

· Delhi police will recruit 20

the North Eastern States who are
living in different parts of the
country and to suggest suitable
remedial measures including legal
measures which could be taken up
by the Government. Modi
government has recently accepted
the recommendations made by the

police personnel, (10 male – 10
female) each from North East
States.

· Police exchange programme has
been approved between NE States
and metropolitan cities including
Delhi.
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· North East Special Unit at New

· A special helpline No.1093 for

In order to educate people
about the North East,
Universities have been
advised that the history of
North East and the region's
participation in the freedom
movement of the country
should be taught at
graduation level and postgraduation level.

NE people is being synchronized
with helpline No.100. Other States
are advised to set up special
helpline.

graduation level, and for this
purpose, the curriculum be
effectively restructured.

· Various Metropolitan Police

· Similar action is being taken by

including Delhi Police are being
advised to post NE Personnel in
their force in the visible positions in
vulnerable areas prone to crime
against NE people. Also they will be
advised to have due representation
of the senior officers at the field
level.

the NCERT with respect to
elementary and higher secondary
education.

Delhi is activated to address the
grievances of the NE people. Other
States have been advised to do the
same.

· A decision has been taken that
cases of NE people be referred to the
existing fast track courts for early
decision.

· A special scholarship scheme for
students of North East Region
'Ishan Uday' has been launched
from the academic session 2014-15
providing 10,000 scholarships
ranging from Rs.3,500/- to
Rs.5,000/- per month for studying
at under-graduate level in colleges
and universities of the country.

Some recommendations
related to the Ministry of
H u m a n R e s o u r c e
Development have also been
initiated in this regard
including:

· Under 'IshanVikas' scheme,
selected students from school and
college levels from the North
Eastern States will be taken to
Indian Institute of Technology
(IITs), National Institute of
Technology (NITs) and other
engineering institutes for
exposure/internship programme.

· In order to educate people about
the North East, Universities have
been advised that the history of
North East and the region's
participation in the freedom
movement of the country should be
taught at graduation level and postTHE
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sports training centres.

The acceptance of the
recommendation given by
Bezbaruah committee
actually shows the resolute
commitment of Modi
Government to prohibit any
kind of discrimination on
the basis of region.

· An amount of Rs.100 crore has
been earmarked for setting up of
National Sports University in
Manipur.
Ministry of DoNER being the
nodal agency for development of the
remote region has also initiated the
following steps:

· DONER Ministry is in the

Ministries of Culture &
Tourism and Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting
have also planned to roll out
progammes for bridging the gap
between the peoples of the NorthEastern Region and the rest of the
country, those initiatives includes:

process of clearing the proposal for
construction of a hostel at the
Jawaharlal Nehru University and
four other colleges at Delhi
expeditiously.

· DONER is also exploring
effective measures to deal with the
problem of accommodation and
high rent faced by the students and
professionals/service persons from
the North East in Delhi.

· Chalking out action plan for
educating the people about the rich
cultural heritage of the North
Eastern States and its wider
coverage & promotion at the
national level.

· Govt. of Delhi is being advised
to initiate measures to resolve the
problem of less payment/nonpayment of wages being faced by the
North Eastern People.

· The North East Film Festival &
North East Festival to be organized
annually at New Delhi, showcasing
culture, films, foods, sports etc.

The acceptance of the
recommendation given by
Bezbaruah committee actually
shows the resolute commitment of
Modi Government to prohibit any
kind of discrimination on the basis
of region.

Ministry of Sports has also
been roped in this endeavor and has
committed the following new
initiatives:

· Identification of talented sports
persons from North East with the
help of State Governments for
arranging their training in reputed

(Siddharth Singh is Research
Associate at SPMRF)
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Coal Mines Special Provisions Act and
Mines & Minerals Development and
Regulation (MMDR) Act: An appraisal
?
Shubhendu Anand

P

parties such as Trinamool Congress,
Biju Janata Dal and AIADMK by
pointing to them the actual quantum and benefits of revenues that
states will receive from the auction
of mines, thus overcoming opposition from Congress and the Left.

arliament on March 20,
2015 approved two crucial
bills, which form part of
NDA government's reforms agenda,
after the opposition unity was broken and a number of non-NDA
parties backed the legislations in
Rajya Sabha. Overcoming stiff
opposition in the Rajya Sabha,

The Narendra Modi government
was successful in getting a crucial
bill on mines and minerals passed
by the Rajya Sabha on the last day of
the first half of the Budget session.
The Mines and Minerals (Development & Regulation) Amendment
Bill, 2015 to replace an ordinance
promulgated in January, was
passed by 117 votes in favour while
69 MPs opposed it. Among the
parties, other than the BJP, that
voted in favour are the Trinamool
Congress, the Bahujan Samaj Party,
the Biju Janata Dal, the Nationalist
Congress Party, the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha, the Samajwadi Party
and the AIADMK.

Overcoming stiff opposition
in the Rajya Sabha, where
the ruling party is in a
minority, the government
displayed deft political
management to pass the
Coal Mines Special
Provisions Bill as well as the
Mines & Minerals
Development and
Regulation (MMDR) Bill.
where the ruling party is in a minority, the government displayed deft
political management to pass the
Coal Mines Special Provisions Bill
as well as the Mines & Minerals
Development and Regulation
(MMDR) Bill. The government
obtained the support of regional

The opposition Congress and the
Left voted against the bill while the
Janata Dal-United and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal abstained. The
Congress and the Left had
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demanded that the bill be sent to the
Select Committee of the Rajya
Sabha.

The bill adds a new 4th schedule in
the parent Act to include mining of
bauxite, iron ore, limestone and
manganese ore as notified minerals.

The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2015 was introduced in Lok Sabha on February 24,
2015. The Bill amends the Mines
and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957. The Bill
replaces the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation)
Amendment Ordinance, 2015 promulgated on January 12, 2015. The
Mines and Minerals (Development
and Regulation) Act, 1957 regulates
the mining sector in India and specifies the requirement for obtaining
and granting mining leases for
mining operations. The Bill adds a
new Fourth Schedule to the Act. It
includes bauxite, iron ore, limestone and manganese ore and are
defined as notified minerals. The
central government may, by notification, amend this Schedule. The
Bill creates a new category of mining
license i.e. the prospecting licensecum-mining lease, which is a two
stage-concession for the purpose of
undertaking prospecting operations
(exploring or proving mineral
deposits), followed by mining operations.

Lease period- Bill has changed
it for 50 years, as against present 30
years for all minerals other than
coal, lignite and atomic minerals.
While, there is no provision for
renewal of mining concessions,
unlike the parent Act.
Auction of notified and other
minerals- State governments will
grant mining leases and prospecting
licence-cum-mining leases along
with approval of Union government. In this case, Union government will prescribe the terms and
conditions for selection of bidders
as also the procedure for auctions.
Maximum area for miningUnion government is permitted to
increase the area allowed for mining, instead of granting additional
leases as per parent Act. Union
government may reserve some
mines exclusively for some specific
purposes.
Institutions- District Mineral
Foundation (DMF) to be set up in
mining areas affected by mining
operations to address local area
grievances. National Mineral
Exploration Trust (NMET) to be set
up for regional and pan-India planning and detailed mine exploration.

Key highlights of Bill
Addition of new schedule-
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The enactment of the two
laws allows transparent
auction of mines, a process
that has already begun. The
ongoing auction has
attracted aggressive bids,
which will give states about
Rs 2 lakh crore over the life
of the mines that have been
auctioned so far. Further,
the auction process ends the
opaque system of mine
allotment, which drew
sharp criticism from the
Comptroller & Auditor
General and contributed to
the collapse in the authority
and standing of the
Manmohan Singh
government.

Shortly after the bill on mining,
the Rajya Sabha also passed the Coal
Mines (Special Provisions) Bill 2015
on Friday, the last day of the first
half of Parliament's Budget session.
In a repeat of what happened with
the Mines and Minerals (Development & Regulation) Amendment
Bill 2015, the coal bill was also
favoured by the Trinamool
Congress, the Bahujan Samaj Party,
the Biju Janata Dal, the Nationalist
Congress Party, the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha, the Samajwadi Party
and the AIADMK.
The coal bill was passed by a
division vote - 107 in favour and 69
against. The opposition Congress
and the Left voted against the bill
while the Janata Dal-United and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal abstained.
The Coal Mines (Special
Provisions) Bill, 2014 was introduced in Lok Sabha on December
10, 2014 by the Minister of Coal, Mr.
Piyush Goyal. It sought to amend
the Coal Mines (Nationalisation)
Act, 1973 and the Mines and
Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957. The Bill
replaces the Coal Mines (Special
Provisions) Ordinance, 2014 that
was promulgated on October 21,
2014.

allowed for (i) government companies, (ii) companies that the government had sub-leased the mines to,
and (iii) private companies engaged
in a specified end-use such as
power, iron and steel, cement and
coal washing. The Bill seeks to
enable private companies to mine
coal for sale in the open market.
Key highlights of Bill
· The bill has provisions for
allocation of coal mines through a
transparent bidding process i.e eauction.

Under the Coal Mines (Nationalisation) Act, 1973, coal mining was
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· The e-auction of coal blocks will
ensure the continuity in coal mining
operations and promoting optimum
utilization of coal resources.

mines, a process that has already
begun. The ongoing auction has
attracted aggressive bids, which will
give states about Rs 2 lakh crore
over the life of the mines that have
been auctioned so far. Further, the
auction process ends the opaque
system of mine allotment, which
drew sharp criticism from the
Comptroller & Auditor General and
contributed to the collapse in the
authority and standing of the
Manmohan Singh government. The
allocation of all coal mines since
1993 was struck down by the
Supreme Court in August last year.

· The bill also facilitates e-auction
of coal blocks for private companies
for captive use and allots mines
directly to state and central Public
Sector Undertakings (PSUs).
· It has provisions that propose
strong measures for rehabilitation
and compensation for displaced
persons.
· The bill also provides for vesting
of the right, title and interest over
the land and mine infrastructure
together with mining leases to successful bidders.

In the coal sector, foreign companies with Indian subsidiaries will be
eligible for commercial mining. This
provision is expected to attract
global mining giants and make the
sector more competitive and costeffective.

· The passage of the two Bills
means the Modi Government has
now managed to obtain
Parliament's approval for three of
the four reform measures that were
implemented through ordinances.
The last one that waits Parliament's
nod is Land Acquisition Bill.

(Shubhendu Anand, a graduate of the
Tata Institute of Social Sciences and
currently a student of Law at University
of Delhi, is a Research Associate at
SPMRF).

The enactment of the two laws
allows transparent auction of
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Jan-Suraksha schemes of NDA govt will
create a Universal Social Security Net

R

Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojna (PMJJBY) seeks to
benefit people in case of death for
any reason. It is available to people
in the age group of 18 to 50, having a
bank account. People who join the
scheme before completing the age of
50, can continue to have the risk of

ecognising the fact that a
large number of people
have continued to remain
deprived of any kind of insurance
coverage be it for health, accidents
or life the Government is making
efforts to create a universal social
security system for all Indians,
specially the poor and the underprivileged. The Union Budget 201516, has proposed, three Social
Security Schemes, Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha BimaYojna, Atal
PensionYojana and Pradhan Mantri
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana. These
three social security schemes, on
Jan Dhan platform, is to protect an
Indian citizen against illness and
accidents.

The Union Budget 2015-16,
has proposed, three Social
Security Schemes, Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha
BimaYojna, Atal
PensionYojana and Pradhan
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana. These three social
security schemes, on Jan
Dhan platform, is to protect
an Indian citizen against
illness and accidents.

Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana (PMSBY) seeks to ensure
risk coverage in case of accidental
death, full or partial disability. The
insured amount for accidental death
and full disability is Rs 2 lakh and it
is Rs 1 lakh for partial disability. It
has an annual premium of Rs 12
only, which will be directly autodebited by the bank from the subscriber's account. People between
the age of 18 and 70 years, having an
Aadhar linked bank account, are
eligible for the scheme.

life cover up to the age of 55 years,
subject to the payment of premium.
The scheme has an annual premium
of Rs 330, with a risk coverage of Rs
2 lakh. Life Insurance Corporation
and other willing life insurers with a
tie-up with the bank are to implement the scheme.
The Government of India's concern for old age income security for
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the working poor, particularly in the
unorganised sector, resulted in the
creation of a new initiative in the
Union Budget proposals 2015-16,
called, Atal Pension Yojana (APY). It
is to encourage the uninsured workers in the unorganised sector to
come under National Pension
System (NPS), under Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development
Authority (PFRDA). The scheme
meant to persuade workers in unorganised sector, who form 88% of
total workforce, to save voluntarily
for the retirement. Under the APY,
the subscribers would receive the
fixed pension of
Rs. 1000 per
month, Rs. 2000 per month, Rs.
3000 per month, Rs. 4000 per
month, Rs. 5000 per month, at the
age of 60 years, depending on their
contributions, which itself would
vary depending on the age of joining
the APY. The scheme is open to all
bank account holders who are not
members of any statutory social
security scheme. The minimum age
of joining APY is 18 years and the
maximum is 40 years. The scheme is
mainly targeted at unorganised
sector workers. The Government
would provide fixed pension guarantee for the subscribers, and would
co-contribute 50% of the subscriber's contribution or Rs. 1000
per annum, whichever is lower, to
eligible subscribers.

universal social security system,
especially for the poor and the
under- privileged, the three- tier
social security schemes, announced
in the current year budget, is definitely going to spread the safety net
of protection to people in all strata
of life against deprivation and
uncertainties. These are the steps
towards ensuring financial security
and long term sustenance to families when the earning family member retires, dies or suffers full or
partial disability. Jan Dhan Yojana
was started for guaranteeing financial inclusion and now Jan Suraksha
(providing universal social security
net) is all about guaranteeing financial security because both are prerequisites for inclusive growth and
all round development. These social
security schemes reflect the Modi
Government's commitment to
utilize the Jan Dhan platform, to
ensure that no Indian citizen will
have to worry about illness, accidents, or penury in old age.
(SPMRF Desk)

In order to achieve the goal of
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Many Faces Black After Coal Block
Auctions
?
A. Surya Prakash

T

advantages that accrue to the people
at large when corruption and arbitrariness are thrown out of the
window and a clean and transparent
system is adopted by a Government
for the allocation of resources.

here is no better case study
on the ill-effects of corruption on governance and the
people, than the coal block allocation scam. The Modi regime's transparent e-auction and its successful
outcome is an eye-opener.

These developments provide evidence, if evidence was needed, that
the gut assessment of the people visà-viscorruption was, after all, correct. They also vindicate the general
feeling across the country since
2012 that corruption had reached
humongous proportions and unless
there was a change of regime and the
political will to check its corrosive
nature, the future of India and her
1.3 billion citizens would be in jeopardy.

All those who were pouring ridicule
on Mr Vinod Rai, the former
Comptroller and Auditor-General of
India for estimating the total loss
from the arbitrary and nontransparent methods adopted by
the Manmohan Singh regime to
allocate coal blocks to be around
Rs1.86 lakh crore, now have egg on
their faces. It now transpires that
the former CAG could well have
under- estimated the loss, because
the open and competitive bidding
initiated by the Narendra Modi
Government has already netted
over Rs2.09 lakh crore for just 33
blocks.

In this context, we need to recall the
CAG's report on the allocation of
coal blocks, which triggered many
political and legal battles and eventually led to the cancellation of
allotments and fresh auctions. The
CAG found that there were no specific criteria for allocation of coal
blocks until 1993. The allocations
were done on the basis of letters of
recommendation by state governments. After 1993, the Union
Ministry of Coal identified coal

The fresh bidding was necessitated
by the August 2014 judgement of the
Supreme Court that the allocations
were arbitrary and illegal, and its
subsequent order cancelling the
allocation of 204 coal blocks.
Though the process of auction is still
on, one can already see the distinct
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blocks that could be allocated for
captive mining to the eligible coalusing companies. Allocations to
public sector undertakings for
captive use or commercial mining
were done through direct allocation.

cal continuity, which is critical to
issues of governance and policy
implementation at the macro level,
the much promised 'transparency'
and 'objectivity' in the allocation of
coal blocks was still not in place,
even as late as February 2012. As a
result, the CAG found that “in the
meantime, 194 net coal blocks with
aggregate GR of 44,440 million
tonnes were allocated to different
Government and private parties up
to March 31, 2011.

For the private sector, the allocations were made by the ministry,
based on the recommendations of
an inter-ministerial screening
committee which was headed by the
Secretary, Coal. The criteria for
selection of companies were laid
down for the screening committee
to follow. However, the auditors
found that “there was nothing on
record in the said minutes or in
other documents on any comparative evaluation of the applicants for
a coal block which was relied upon
by the screening committee.
Minutes of the screening committee
did not indicate how each one of the
applicants for a particular coal block
was evaluated. Thus, a transparent
method for allocation of coal blocks
was not followed by the screening
committee”.

The financial impact of the benefit
to the private allottees has been
estimated to the tune of
Rs1,85,591.34 crore as on 31 March,
2011 for opencast/OC reserves of
mixed mines. The Government
could have tapped a part of this
financial benefit by expediting
decision on competitive bidding for
allocation of coal blocks”.
This was the most damning indictment of the UPA Government by the
CAG in regard to its policy of allocating coal blocks to private companies. People were shocked to learn
that a scarce and limited resource
like coal had been bartered away by
the then Government to private
players in a manner that smacked of
corruption and favouritism.

The United Progressive Alliance
Government promised on June 28,
2004, that it would bring in transparency and objectivity in the allocation of coal blocks. The same
coalition continued in power for five
years and was returned to office in
the parliamentary election held in
2009. However, despite such politi-

The CAG's findings, therefore,
resulted in fresh political turmoil
and the derailment of Parliament.
Unable to cogently explain its deci-
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sions, the UPA regime resorted to
the old tactic of shooting the messenger — by hurling accusations at
the CAG. One leader even accused
the person heading the organisation
of harbouring political ambitions.
But the Government could not shut
out debate on the issue by bamboozling the CAG. Soon a public interest
litigation was filed in the Supreme
Court seeking an independent
probe into 'Coalgate'. The court
directed the Central Bureau of
Investigation to begin a probe and
report directly to it.

blocks. It also chose the e-auction
mode in order to ensure transparency. The estimated revenue from
33 blocks is Rs2.09 lakh crore and
the Union Government has already
announced that the auction proceeds will be transferred to the
respective State Governments. The
biggest beneficiaries of this bonanza
will be the eastern States of Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and West
Bengal, and Maharastra. The Centre
has also announced that in addition,
electricity consumers in these States
will get an additional tariff benefit of
Rs97,000 crore through the process
of reverse auction of coal blocks.
This will certainly offer a major
boost to the idea of cooperative
federalism that Mr Narendra Modi
has been talking about ever since he
became the Prime Minister.

The central point of investigation of
Coalgate by the CBI was, just as in
the case of the auditors, the absence
of a transparent and objective
method to allocate coal blocks to
private players. When the CBI
began virtually singing the CAG's
tune, the UPA Government panicked and made a brazen attempt to
doctor the agency's report to the
court via worthies holding the
offices of Law Minister and Attorney
General, and through some officials
in the Prime Minister's Office and
the Coal Ministry. They were soon
caught out and the Law Minister lost
his job.

Buoyed by the success of these
auctions, Mr Modi has said that this
only shows, if the Government runs
on policies and governs efficiently,
the system can be rid of corruption.
Can there be a better case study for
those researching the ill-effects of
corruption?
(A. Surya Prakash is a senior journalist
and chairperson of PrasarBharati).
Courtesy: The Pioneer , 17 March 2015

Following the Supreme Court
judgement cancelling 204 allocations, the National Democratic
Alliance Government brought in an
ordinance to re-allocate these coal
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Extraordinary transformation of Madhya
Pradesh in agriculture through the last
decade - An Interview

M

adhya Pradesh has
created history by posting the highest ever
agricultural growth rate. As per the
figures for year 2013-14 released by
the Central Statistical Organization
(CSO), Madhya Pradesh has registered a 24.99 per cent agricultural
growth rate. This includes animal
husbandry sector too. Notably,
Madhya Pradesh enjoys an enviable
distinction of being bestowed the
prestigious Krishi Karman Award
by the Government of India for the
last two years in a row in recognition
of its outstanding performance in
agriculture sector. This rate was
20.16 per cent in year 2012-13 and
19.85 per cent in year 2011-12 in the
State.

for your research over other
Indian states?
Madhya Pradesh is a predominantly
agricultural state. It is the foremost
state in the production of pulses and
oilseeds and contributes one-fourth
of the national production of these.
It also contributes one-fifth of the
total production of cereals. In the
production of gram and soybean,
the state is far ahead of others; as
much as 40 percent of the national
production of gram and 60 percent
of soybean comes from here. The
state has a share of 20 percent in the
national production of masur as
well.

Noted demographer and social
scientist Dr. J.K. Bajaj, Director
of the Centre for Policy Studies
(CPS), New Delhi, who has done an
extensive research on the improvement of agricultural status of
Madhya Pradesh in past 10-12
years, talks about his research and
observation in this interview with
Shubhendu Anand.

Madhya Pradesh has seen extraordinary transformation in agriculture in the last 10-12 years.
Agriculture there was growing
slowly even in the earlier period, but

What made you choose
Madhya Pradesh as the state
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the period of around 2002 was
actually a period of great decline in
agriculture in the state. After 2002,
the kind of change in all parameters
of agriculture that we have seen is
extraordinary. When you look at the
graphs, they look spectacular; one
feels indeed round to see the way the
area under cultivation, the area
under irrigation and the production
of different crops have gone up.

basis this number is declining. In
Madhya Pradesh, agriculture contributes 22 percent of the State
Domestic Product (SDP); which is
low compared to the proportion of
workers involved in this sector but
compared to the all-India average it
is very high. At the all-India level
only around 12 percent of GDP
comes from agriculture. During the
last ten years, the share of agriculture in GSDP has been declining in
every state except in Madhya
Pradesh, where it has remained
more or less steady at 22 percent.
And that is an indication of the kind
of growth that is taking place in the
field of agriculture in Madhya
Pradesh.

Madhya Pradesh seems to have
undergone a green revolution in the
last 10-12 years. The state is said to
have skipped the first green revolution and for long it was being said
that Madhya Pradesh needs to go
through such a revolution. The state
was experiencing some slow growth
of agriculture, except for a few years
at the beginning of the last decade
when there was a precipitous
decline. But there was no revolution. Finally we have seen a revolutionary growth of agriculture in
Madhya Pradesh.

Over these 10 years, the proportion
of workers in agriculture has somewhat declined, which means that
the average worker in agriculture is
actually doing better. While everywhere the economic status of workers engaged in agriculture is declining, it seems that in Madhya
Pradesh their status is actually
improving. You can see this if you go
to villages of Madhya Pradesh. You
hear people saying that their situation has improved. It is very rare in
India to hear the agricultural rural
people expressing satisfaction at
their situation. Much of the prosperity that you see in Madhya
Pradesh is because of the improve-

What have been your research
findings? Could you please
throw some light on it?
Madhya Pradesh is one of the more
important agricultural states in the
country. In the state, nearly 70
percent of the workers are engaged
in agriculture. Only in Chhattisgarh
and Bihar, the percentage of workers in agriculture is larger than that
of Madhya Pradesh. On an all India
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ment in the agricultural sector in the
state. Improvements in agriculture
have led to corresponding improvements in trade, manufacture and
services, thus spreading prosperity
all around.

increased to nearly 150 kg in 20092012 from 85 kg in 2000-2003.
There is no other state that has
transformed agriculture so drastically.
What have been your findings
in the allied sectors of agriculture?

Could you please share some
significant data with us?
The following is the comparison of
different parameters of agricultural
development in the state. The numbers are triennial averages for the
years mentioned:

The horticulture sector is also growing in Madhya Pradesh at 10% per
annum. At present, the horticulture
area covers 6% of the total sown
area. Milk production has gone up
from 5.28 million tonne (2001-02)
to 8.84 million tonne (2012-13).
Fish production has also gone up
from 47,457 tonne (2001-02) to
85,235 tonne (2012-13). It went up
further to 96,257 tonne in the year
2013-14.

In the data above, you see that the
production of several crops has
almost doubled. This is largely due
to the increase in gross irrigated
area. This kind of sharp change in
agriculture is what forms the basis
of prosperity in an agrarian society.
The increase in gross cropped area
means the farmers are doing intense
agriculture. Instead of one crop,
they are now harvesting two crops
from the same piece of land. And
that's largely because of irrigation.
The more irrigation you provide the
more production of crops you get.

Do you think it is justified to
call Madhya Pradesh a
'BIMARU' state anymore?
Madhya Pradesh can't be called a
BIMARU state anymore. In any case
that is a very bad acronym and we
should never have used this term to
describe the heartland states of
India. In the case of Madhya
Pradesh, I strongly feel that in this
process of improvement of agriculture, there should not be any slackening. If the state keeps the same
trend of growth in agriculture for
next 10-15 years, Madhya Pradesh
would become one of the more

Because of the increase in production of wheat, per capita annual
production of wheat in the state has
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The overflowing Gulab Sagar dam on Mahan River (tributary of Banas River) in Khaddi
Khurd village of Rampur Naikin tahsil in Sidhi district, Madhya Pradesh. (October 2013).

prosperous states in the country.

about. So much is being done in that
state, but hardly anything is being
talked about. Only a few know about
this miracle that is happening in
Madhya Pradesh. Let us celebrate
the miracle, it shall give us the
strength and encouragement to
continue in the same direction.

What are your suggestions to
the state government following your research?
I feel that the great work being done
in agriculture and irrigation should
be continued. I am not saying that
there should not be focus on trade
and manufacturing, but nothing
should be done at the cost of agriculture. Because agricultural prosperity is what becomes the bedrock for
prosperity in trade, manufacture
and services also.

(Dr. Bajaj has compiled and edited a
comprehensive Agricultural Atlas of
Madhya Pradesh. The Atlas, to be jointly
published by the Centre for Policy Studies
and the Madhya Pradesh Council for
Science and Technology is in press.)
(Interview by Shubhendu Anand, a
graduate of Tata Institute of Social
Sciences and currently a student of law at
University of Delhi and a Research
Associate at SMPRF).

The steps taken by the Madhya
Pradesh government in improving
the agricultural status and irrigation in the state should be talked
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New media ensuring the emergence of
new politics in India
?
Ram Madhav

T

nance. The
world is changing; especially
the democratic
world is changing fast. India
of the 21st
century is
remarkably
different from India of the 20th
century. It is enjoying rich demographic dividend. It is the world's
most youthful nation today.

he days of political elite have
ended with the advent of
new politics and new media.
Today every citizen is a politician,
social worker and an intellectual.
When India was becoming independent someone asked Nehru as to
why he wanted the newly freed
country to opt for a democratic form
of government. Nehru said, 'because it is the second best form of
government'. 'What was the best
form of government?' the questioner persisted.'Yet to be invented',
quipped Nehru.

Very soon this young population
will take the size of India's
workforce to some 500 million.
While China has almost peaked its
workforce size at around 380 million, India will surpass it in less than
a decade's time. This demographic
dividend needs to be converted into
an asset. For that we need a new
kind of politics. The days of conventional politics are gone. The predominantly young population of
India is highly a spirational. In
order to meet the aspirations of the
people the political system has to
also undergo transformation.

This demographic dividend
needs to be converted into
an asset. For that we need a
new kind of politics. The
days of conventional politics
are gone. The
predominantly young
population of India is highly
aspirational. In order to
meet the aspirations of the
people the political system
has to also undergo
transformation.

India is fast urbanising.
According to one estimate, threefourths of India's population lives in
around 80,000 semi-urban and

Time has come for us to invent a
new form of politics and gover-
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urban centres, where as one-fourths
of its population will be living in the
remaining 5 lakh villages. Once an
agrarian economy India is transforming into a nonagrarianeconomy with agricultural
component of the gross domestic
product reducing to about 25 per
cent of the total GDP. Industry,
services etc. drive the economy
today. But the population dependent on agriculture continues to be
above 50 per cent.

intelligent people in politics. Before
independence politics was a mission
for the people. After independence
it became a family vocation. Of late
we see the emergence of a creature
called 'professional politician'.
There are institutions in India today
that 'train' politicians. Politics has

Politics has become a
profession. But the new
politics is about passion; a
strong desire to serve the
community and country.

Swami Vivekananda was once
asked by a disciple in Europe as to
why the country which used to be
described by Swamiji as the 'land
immortal' has so many poor, diseased and destitute. Swamiji's reply
was: 'My country and culture are
great. But my people have become
lethargic and self-centred'.

become a profession. But the new
politics is about passion; a strong
desire to serve the community and
country.
New politics is the most liberal
and inclusive politics. For long we
have been having ideology driven
politics. Ideology is important. It
provides vision and direction to
politics. But what is lacking in politics is idealism. New politics is all
about idealism. Ideologies should
no longer become barriers. They
should instead help find common
ground. They should guide our
political behaviour, not the social
behaviour. Ideology sans idealism
only produces demagogues.

Systemic lethargy and corruption
are the biggest malady of Indian
polity. It is not allowing the enormous potential of India to blossom.
In order for it to change India
needs new politics. That is what the
new government in India under
Prime Minister Modi is attempting
to bring in. A cycle of mediocrity,
loyalty and intimidation has
plagued Indian politics for several
decades now. Mediocrity was the
norm; loyalty the test and intimidation the order. It is time we bring in
excellence. We need the best and

Plato talked about philosopherkings. The new politics is akin to
that. Professionalism with passion
and idealism inspired by ideology is
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how the new politics can be
described.

any more. He is under public scrutiny round-the-clock.

It is data-driven, not dogmadriven. Transparency and accountability are vital to it. The new age
politician is honest, humane and
knowledgeable. New politics is also
politics of courage. We increasingly
find leaders who are willing to question the established wisdom and
ready to experiment. The quintessential democratic principle of
equality based on 'one man one vote'
is central to new politics. Here the

Olof Palme, prime minister of
Sweden was murdered in 1986. He
was walking back from a cinema
theatre after watching a movie with
his wife in company. The prime
minister of a super-rich European
nation goes out to watch a movie
with his wife like a commoner.
This NoVIP tradition is emerging
as another hallmark of new politics
in India.
Chanakya in the Artha Shastra
insists that the king should live the
life of the last man of his kingdom. If
the last man can't afford a neat bed
the king too is expected to sleep on
the floor.

An important tool to achieve
this new politics is the
explosion of new media.
New media is truly
democratic media. It has
ended the era of 'opinion
makers'. The advent of
internet enabled people's
media has freed the
dependence of public
opinion on the elite group of
intelligentsia that has
captured the space in
mainstream media.

Chandragupta was already a
married man when he was asked by
Chanakya to marry the daughter of
Seleucas in order to ward off
repeated aggressions from the
Greeks. Chandragupta protests only
to be rebuked by Chanakya who
insists that a king has no personal
choices other than what is beneficial
to his subjects.
This is a tall order for a country
like India. We are taking baby steps
towards it. How to achieve it?

people are supreme. They have all
the power. Armed with Right to
Information they can challenge any
system or leader.

An important tool to achieve this
new politics is the explosion of new
media. New media is truly democratic media. It has ended the era of

Not just a bureaucrat, but even a
politician is a 'public servant'. He
cannot expect any special privileges
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'opinion makers'. The advent of
internet enabled people's media has
freed the dependence of public
opinion on the elite group of intelligentsia that has captured the space
in mainstream media.

feedback gathering.
Crowdsourcing is increasingly
becoming popular with governmental departments thanks to new
media. People's participation is key
to the success of new politics. The
days of political elite have ended
with the advent of new politics and
new media. Thanks to new media
today every citizen is a politician,
social worker and an intellectual
rolled in one depending on what he
does in a given situation. In a way
the new politics empowered by new
media has brought in a major paradigm shift in Indian politics. Today
the ancient dictum 'Yatha Raja
Tatha Praja' (people imitate their
king) no longer holds any water. It is
the other way now: 'Yatha Praja
Tatha Raja' (As the people so the
king).

With more than 800 million
Facebook users and 200 million
Twitter accounts the new media is
ruling the roost in India today.
It is this media that is ensuring
the emergence of new politics in
India. Not just the politician, even
the MSM is under constant scrutiny
by the new media. It is making
system accountable and transparent. Fear of public outrage in social
media is a big conditioning factor in
Indian politics today.
New media is also a great instrument in data and information inflow
and outflow. Used appropriately the
new media can be of great help to
the government and institutions in
the discharge of their duties with
due diligence. At the people's level
governments are expected to deliver
on 6 major areas: Bijli, Sadak, Pani,
Swasthya, Suchita and Suraksha
(Power, roads, water, health, sanitation and security). The Chanakyan
principle of 'minimum government
-maximum governance' can be
achieved in several of these areas if
the government uses new media. It
can help in surveys, data collection,
information dissemination and

A small caution though. While the
era of new-age politicians has begun
in India there can be many a politician who would be unwilling to let it
succeed. In no time would he master
the art of manipulating new media
and new politics too. Hence eternal
vigilance is the price that a society
has to always pay to ensure its own
safety and well-being.
(BJP, National General Secretary
Ram Madhav's address to the Harvard
India Forum at Harvard University)
Courtesy: www.rediff.com, March 11, 2015

THE

NATIONALIST

34

INDIA’S WORLD OF DIPLOMACY

PM Modi's three-nation tour: Reclaiming
India's position in Indian Ocean
?
Nitin Gokhale

y all accounts Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
Indian Ocean sojourn-which took him to Seychelles,
Mauritius and Sri Lanka last
week—has served to reclaim some of
New Delhi's lost footing in the area.

B

islands. And for once the Ministry of
External Affairs statement wasn't
pulling any punches. It said the new
facilities would also "enhance the
capabilities of the Mauritian
Defence Forces in safeguarding
their interests,” hinting at a military
benefit at a later stage.

India has long been a preeminent maritime power in
the Indian Ocean but for the
past decade, its primacy has
been increasingly
challenged by China.

In Seychelles Prime Minister
Modi announced an agreement to
develop infrastructure on
Assumption Island. Of late, India
has indirectly helped Seychelles
with hydrography, map its exclusive
economic zone, provided a Dornier
aircraft for surveillance but this is
the first time New Delhi is helping in
building infrastructure. India's
proactive push is no doubt
prompted by China's aggressive
foray in the Indian Ocean and especially its wish to use Seychelles as a
resupply port for its ships taking
part in anti-piracy operations.

In the first two legs of his threenation tour Modi secured agreements to develop islands in
Mauritius and Seychelles. India and
Mauritius signed an agreement to
upgrade sea and air links on the
remote Agalega islands, providing
India a foothold in the middle of the
Indian Ocean. The two sides have
been discussing development of
North and South Agalega islands for
years but there were last-minute
hiccups and reservations about
actually clinching an agreement.
Under the act, India will assist in
improving infrastructure for air and
sea connectivity to the two remote

India has long been a preeminent maritime power in the
Indian Ocean but for the past
decade, its primacy has been
increasingly challenged by China.
Apart from the strategic requirement of maintaining its supremacy
in the Indian Ocean Region, there
are commercial reasons that dictate
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New Delhi's recalibration of Indian
Ocean policy. As Modi said 90 percent of India's trade and oil imports
moves by sea and as its economy
becomes more globally integrated it
would become more dependent on
the ocean. "So, the Indian ocean
region is at the top of our policy
priorities," he said during his tour.

reduce if not eliminate discrimination against minority Tamils.
During his visit to Jaffna, the first by
an Indian Prime Minister, Modi
handed over 27,000 new homes to
Tamils who became homeless during the civil war that ended in May
2009 with the defeat of the dreaded
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE). The houses were built with
Indian assistance as part of India's
efforts to help in the reconciliation
process.

While Sychelles and Mauritius
are important in New Delhi's Indian
Ocean diplomacy, Sri Lanka
remains the pivot around which
India's IOR policy revolves. And
Since January, when Sri Lanka
witnessed an unexpected change in
government, India has made special
efforts to re-engage with Colombo.
The new regime in Sri Lanka, still
somewhat on a shaky ground, has
also seized the opportunity afforded
by India's active outreach. Modi
received a red carpet welcome as the
first Indian Prime Minister to visit
Sri Lanka on a bilateral visit in 28
years.

In Jaffna, the heart of
Tamil-dominated Province,
Modi called for an equitable
development and respect for
all citizens, in what is seen
as a subtle signal to the
government in Sri Lanka to
reduce if not eliminate
discrimination against
minority Tamils.
In Colombo on Friday, Modi had
reiterated India's long-standing
position that early and full implementation of the 13th Amendment
to the country's constitution done in
1987 relating to devolution of powers to Tamils must be done and if
needed and to go beyond its provisions in finding a political solution.
He re-emphasised the point in
Jaffna while laying the foundation
today for a Cultural Centre being

While he made the right noises
about India-Sri Lanka partnership
while in Colombo, the highlight of
Modi's two-day was his historic visit
to the Northern Province, a region
once ravaged by strife. In Jaffna, the
heart of Tamil-dominated Province,
Modi called for an equitable development and respect for all citizens,
in what is seen as a subtle signal to
the government in Sri Lanka to
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built by India.

"We are also focusing on new opportunities. Today Lanka IOC and
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation have
agreed to joint development of the
upper tank farm of the China Bay
installation in the Trincomalee on
mutually agreed terms." Talking to
the media after meeting President
Maithripala Sirisena, Mr Modi said:
"A joint task force will be constituted soon to work out the modalities. India stands ready to help
Trincomalee become a regional
petroleum hub."

"Sri Lanka should also progress.
Unity, peace and amity are essential
ingredients for equitable development where there is respect for all
citizens,” PM Modi said.
Modi flagged off a train service in
the north-western town of
Talaimannar, the closest point to
India restored after decades of civil
war, completing the reconstruction
of the entire Northern Province
Railway Line. Another small but
significant breakthrough came in
the form of the announcement that
India will be developing the Oil tank
Farm near Trincomalee in Eastern
Sri Lanka. The China Bay Tank
farm is the largest one located
between West Asia and Singapore
and serves as a major fuel supply
hub for ships traversing the busiest
sea route between the Gulf and East
Asia. For years, India wanted to run
the facility jointly with Sri Lanka
and retain a foothold in this crucial
strategic facility but in 2013,
Colombo had hardened its stance
and refused to sign an agreement to
lease the Trincomalee strategic oil
storage to a unit of Indian Oil Corp
(IOC) and had blocked the Indian
firm's plans to set up a bitumen
plant in the country.

Currently Lanka IOC, a subsidiary of Indian Oil Corporation,
operates 15 storage tanks out of 99
in Trincomalee. The Sri Lankan
government had been considering
developing the rest to increase its
fuel storage capacity. Each of the
storage tanks has a capacity of
around 12,000 tonnes. Other steps
like increasing people-to-people
contacts, giving visa-on-arrival to
Sri Lankans and starting more
direct flights will further boost to
the new-found New Delhi-Colombo
bonhomie.
(Nitin Gokhale is a National Security
Analyst, Media Trainer and Executive
Editor, DSA)
Courtesy: www.dnaindia.com, 15
March 2015

But now the two governments
have decided to move forward.
Prime Minister Modi announced:
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Ministry of Human Resource Development

Digital Gender Atlas for Girls' Education
in India
Nearly every month or
perhaps every fortnight
new projects and new
initiatives are being
launched by the
Narendra Modi led BJP
government and yet so
one-sided is the
discourse, so biased is
mainstream media's
reporting of facts that
the other view point,
the reality that
governance is now
abound with new
energy and new
dynamism hardly ever
gets space or receives
due mention. In its 300
days the Modi
Government has
launched a number of
innovative initiatives,
each keeping in mind
all sections of society,
especially those that
need support and
strength in order to
move ahead. We, at The
Nationalist, feel happy
and driven to keep
sharing these “national
positives” with our
readers, workers and
supporters with the
hope that truth shall
find light and be widely
disseminated.

The MHRD, Department of
School Education and
Literacy, recently presented the Digital Gender
Atlas for Advancing Girls'
Education in India. The
tool will help identify low
performing geographic
pockets for girls, particularly from marginalised
groups such as scheduled
castes, schedule tribes and
Muslim minorities, on
specific gender related
education indicators. The
Atlas has been placed on
the MHRD website and is
available and ready to be
u s e d b y S t a t e s / D i stricts/Blocks education
administrators or any
other interested group. In
order to plan and execute
educational interventions,
the purpose of the Gender
Atlas is to help identify and
ensure equitable education
with a focus on vulnerable
girls, including girls with
disabilities. To ensure this
is feasible, the Gender
Atlas has been developed
as a hands-on management tool to enable critical
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decisions and actions in
pockets where gaps are to
be met. The Gender Atlas
enables the user to navigate between geographical
representation and
numeric data at state,
district and block levels
and gives information on
key indicators for girls'
education at primary,
upper primary and secondary level. No primary data
has been generated for the
development of the atlas.
The main components of
the Gender Atlas are : (i)
Composite Gender
Ranking (ii) Trend
Analysis of Gender
Indicators (iii)
Vulnerabilities based on
educational indicators in
districts with substantial
tribal, schedule caste,
minority population in
educationally backward
blocks and in districts
afflicted with Left wing
extremism and the low sex
ratio districts selected
under Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao programme.

INDIA@NEW INITIATIVES

Ministry of Home Affairs

33% Reservation for women in police
forces of all Union Territories including
Delhi Police
Modi government has given its
approval for making reservation of
33 percent for women, horizontally
and in each category (SC/ST/OBC
and others) in direct recruitment in
non-gazetted posts from Constables
to sub-inspector in the police forces
of all Union Territories, including
Delhi Police. This decision will help
in augmenting the representation of
women in the police forces of all UTs
and Delhi Police so as to make the

police more gender sensitive. It will
also instill confidence among
women to enable them to approach
the police without hesitation for
seeking protection and assistance as
and when required. It has been
observed that many women do not
approach the police, as they may
have to confide or report the incident to a male police officer. This is
particularly so in respect of sex
related crimes.
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Maharashtra

Local Body Tax (LBT) on traders
abolished by BJP led Maharashtra Govt
The BJP-led Maharashtra state
government has announced in its
Budget 2015-16 that the Local Body
Tax (LBT) on traders would be
abolished by August 1, 2015.This
was one of the poll promises of the
BJP during the poll campagin. The
BJP had supported the agitations by
traders against double taxation –
LBT in addition to Value Added Tax
(VAT)– and promised during the
assembly campaign that if voted to
power, the party would scrap the

LBT. The move has been roundly
welcomed by traders. As regards
LBT, a compensation of Rs. 6,875
crore will be given to the municipal
corporations, excluding Mumbai.
The loss of revenue would be compensated by enhancing the rate of
tax under VAT which will be applicable to the whole state. A revenue
neutral rate has been recommended
considering the share of increased
tax collection to be given to the areas
where LBT is not levied.

Madhya Pradesh

Rs. 15,000 crore relief and assistance to
farmers in Madhya Pradesh in last 2 years
Approximately Rs. 15,000 crore has
been made available to farmers as
relief and assistance under various
schemes during last 2 years. The
relief was given for natural calamities, crop insurance compensation,
and bonus on procurement of wheat
and paddy on support price, subsidy
on loans at zero percent interest
rate, power subsidy and subsidy on
agriculture implements. In most
cases assistance amounts were
deposited in most farmers' bank
accounts. Power subsidy worth
about Rs. 4,684 crore was given
during last 2 years to relieve farmers

from burden of enhanced power
tariff and supply of free power to
weaker sections. Of this, 1968 crore
was given as tariff subsidy and Rs.
466 crore for supply of free power
during 2012-13. During year 201314, a sum of Rs. 1700 crore was given
as tariff subsidy and Rs. 550 crore
for supply free power. In the state,
loans are being provided to farmers
at zero percent interest rate for
agriculture works. About Rs. 404
crore was given to 27 lakh 18 thousand farmers during 2012-13 and
Rs. 494 crore to about 28 lakh farmers in 2013-14.
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India's Beyond Visual Range Air-to-Air
Missile 'ASTRA' Successfully Test Fired
India's Beyond Visual Range (BVR)
air-to-air missile ASTRA has been
successfully test fired by the Indian
Air Force off the coast of Odisha
near the Integrated Test Range,
Balasore. The missile has been
indigenously designed and developed by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO). In test flight an ASTRA
missile carrying telemetry equipment in place of the warhead was
fired from a Sukhoi-30 aircraft
against a Lakshya (Pilotless Target

Aircraft) target. The target was
successfully engaged and it was
captured by Telemetry and Electrooptical tracking stations.A successful trial of ASTRA was also launched
from a Sukhoi 30 aircraft, which was
aimed at confirming missile's capability to undergo manoeuvre involving very high gravitational forces
upto the order of 30 'g'. The Defence
Research & Development
Laboratory (DRDL), Hyderabad is
the primary development agency for
the missile.

‘Subah-e-Banaras’ a hit as Assighat in
Varanasi gets a makeover
With Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's focus on the cleaning of the
ghats of Varanasi, changes are
slowly becoming visible in some of
the important ghats, particularly
the famous Assighat. Though cleaning all the 100 ghats is a slow process, tonnes of mud have been
removed from the Assighat to
reclaim the steps on the banks of the
river. The ghat is now the venue of a
unique cultural and spiritual event
— Subah-e-Banaras — that draws
large numbers of visitors every
morning. It was on November 24
last year that Subah-e-Banaras was

started and within three months,
this amalgamation of culture, music
and yoga has now become an integral part of the itinerary of every
tourist visiting Varanasi. The day at
the Assighat begins at 4.30 a.m.
with an aarti to the Sun, followed by
'yagna,' recitation of the Vedas and
morning 'ragas', and ends with a
yoga session at 7.30 a.m. This event
has given a platform to upcoming
artists from across India who perform every morning. Foreigners
who are studying music in Varanasi
also perform at Subah-e-Banaras.
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Launch of online portal “Bharat Niti” for
discussing public policy matters

Bharat Niti, an online portal for
discussing public policy matters was
launched in New Delhi on 18 March
2015 by Shri Ravishankar Prasad
(Hon. Minister for Telecom &
Information Technology) in the
presence of Shri Muralidhar Rao
(BJP National General Secretary),
Shri A Suryaprakash (Chairman
Prasar Bharati) and Shri Baldev
Bhai Sharma (Chairman National
Book Trust).

related to various public policies
from time to time. The portal will
focus mainly on areas of economics,
foreign affairs, governance,
education, religion, culture among
other issues, basically any and every
policy that has a direct impact on
today's India. Leaders, academics,
scientists, senior journalists,
activists among others will come
together on this platform to offer
their expertise in strengthening the
objective.

Bharat Niti is a forum consisting
of online and offline platforms to
spread information on various
public policy matters and initiate
discussions and debates on aspects

Those whose views were rejected
by people in general elections are
getting "maximum exposure" in
editorial space in newspapers,
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Minister for Communications and
Information Technology Ravi
Shankar Prasad said, while
speaking at the web launch
function. He also said that the
government fully supports free
exchange of ideas on the new media
though it should not be misused.

The minister added that the
counterview must be presented
before the people so that there is an
informed discussion. "Today it is
very important that the counterview
must come so that there is a proper
debate before the people of the
country. Our critics' view is welcome
but the other view should also
come," he added. The minister said
the government is a supporter of
freedom of expression as well as that
of the freedom of press.

"Despite that, what is often the
comment in newspapers? I am not
talking about reporting, I am talking
of editorial space. And this I say with
full sense of responsibility that
those who have been rejected, those
whose views people did not
appreciate today are having the
maximum exposure. I respect their
right to write... (But) why the
alternative view is not coming?" he
said.

The minister further said that
some people were attempting to
teach secularism to the government
but the country is secular because of
its values.
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mÙkj çns'k esa lÙkk ifjorZu t:jh % vfer 'kkg
Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ ds jk"Vªh; v/;{k vfer
'kkg us dgk fd vc mÙkj çns'k esa lÙkk
ifjorZu dh t:jr gSA çns'k ljdkj dks fu'kkus
ij ysrs gq, mUgksaus dgk fd vkj{k.k dh O;oLFkk
;gka t:j gS] ysfdu fiNM+h tkfr;ksa dks bldk
lgh ykHk ugha fey jgk gSA bldh eq[; otg
tkfr fo'ks"k dh jktuhfr djus okyh ikVhZ dk
lÙkk esa gksuk gSA blfy, iwjs ns'k esa lejlrk
ykus ds fy, Hkktik dh ljdkj gksuh t:jh gSA
mUgksaus dgk fd Hkktik ercwr gksxh] rHkh ns'k
rjDdh djsxkA ç/kkuea=h xjhcksa dk nnZ tkurs gS D;ksafd mUgksaus bls ns[kk o ft;k
Hkh gSA blfy, Hkktik dh ljdkj curs gh tu/ku ;kstuk ykxw dh xbZ] dkj.k Li"V
Fkk fd fcuk [kkrs ds xjhcksa ds ikl /ku dSls vkrkA mudh xjhch nwj dSls gksrhA iwoZ
dh ljdkjksa us xjhch nwj djus ds uke ij flQZ xjhcksa dks Bxk gSA Hkktik v/;{k
vfer 'kkg us dgk fd 2017 esa mÙkj çns'k esa Hkh Hkktik dh lÙkk gksxhA nks djksM+
dk lnL;rk y{; çkIr dj fy;k rks ikVhZ dks lÙkk esa vkus ls dksbZ ugha jksd
ldrkAçns'k esa ,d djksM+ u;s lnL; cukus dk y{; Fkk] rdjhcu Ms<+ djksM+ cu
pqds gSaA vxj nks djksM+ dk y{; çkIr dj fy;k rks Hkktik dks lÙkk esa vkus ls dksbZ
ugha jksd ldsxkA lektoknh ikVhZ ls yksxksa dk fo'okl mB pqdk gSA Hkwfe v/;kns'k
la'kks/ku fcy ij mB jgs lokyksa ij mUgksaus dgk fd dk;ZdrkZ yksxksa dks crk,a fd
;g muds fy, gh gSA igys dHkh pkj xquk Hkwfe dk eqvkotk ugha feykA ftldh
Hkwfe dk vf/kxzg.k fd;k tk jgk gS mlds ifjokj ds ,d lnL; dks ukSdjh Hkh
feysxhA [ksrhgj fdlku ds ifjokj ds Hkh ,d lnL; dks ukSdjh feysxhA pkj xquk
eqvkots dk tks çko/kku gS mlds rgr eqvkotk ml txg ds vkf[kjh ikap cSukes
ds vkSlr ds fglkc ls fn;k tk,xkA

"If we are to live and grow as a
university [Calcutta], one of whose
paramount tasks is to produce not
only leaders of thought and action
but also workers dedicated to the
service of the nation, we cannot sit
idle with philosophic concern and
let things drift as they may. So far as
we are concerned, it is for us to set
our house in order. It is for us, and
specially the younger generation,
Hindus, Moslems and Christians
alike, to combine and resolutely
stand for the permanent wellbeing
of our province ..."
- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
(Excerpts from the speech delivered at Calcutta University Convocation on
2nd March 1935)
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