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"..There was a time when political struggles between the peoples’
representatives and a foreign Government affected the peace and normal
activities of our schools and colleges. Today, after freedom, the situation has
undergone complete transformation. Whatever grievances one may have against
the Government of the day, - and in no country can there be a system of
administration which will be free from abuses or weaknesses, - the remedy does
not lie in merely appealing to the emotions and sentiments of the student
community. According to their age they will no doubt study the great problems
- economic and political - which are awaiting solution. Let them, by all means, be
conversant with the implications of these problems, according to their own
capacity and judgment. As adult voters, they will even exercise their franchise.
But in a free country teachers and students, as such, must not be used as pawns
in the game of party politics. They should be encouraged to devote their entire
energy to the great task of strengthening the foundations of the institutions, of
which they are members, and raising the standard and quality of their work. We
are living in age of intense competition t::-da}-' We can only hope to regain for
ourselves the position that we once occupied in this great land of ours, if we can
truly and correctly build and administer our educational institutions freed from
all narrowness and partisanship. The future of our country lies in our devising
and executing properly balanced scheme of national education which will
represent the highest traditions of our culture and civilisation and at the same
time absorb the best that the West can give...”

= Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, July 1950
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Remembering

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee...
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ivering a riveting public address in
iruvananthapuram on the occasion of Dr.
ma Prasad Mookerjee’s martyrdom day on 23
June 2016, BJP national President Shri Amit Shah,
while discussing the multifaceted personality of Dr.
Mookerjee, made an interesting observation, he said
that Dr. Mookerjee made three epochal interventions
in the history of modern India that altered the
trajectory of the flow of national events for good.

The first was his intervention which ruptured
Jinnah’s plan of greater Pakistan and the retaining
of Calcutta and West Bengal in India as a place where
the Bengali Hindus could live and also find refuge
after being pushed out of East Pakistan, the second
was the formation of Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS) as a
nationalist alternative to the faction ridden and
Nehru beholden Congress, which in the early days
after independence, especially after the demise of
Sardar Patel, had already begun degenerating into a
one-man driven sycophantic conglomerate and the
third was Dr. Mookerjee’s intervention in Kashmir
which eventually ensured that the state remained in
the as integral part of the Indian union.

The question thus, that comes to mind is, had Dr.
Mookerjee not been there, or had he not existed what
would have happened to India? The first of course is
self-evident, the entire Bengal and Punjab would have
gone to Pakistan. Over the years, Jihad would have a
larger area from which to breed and spread poison.
The Bengali Hindus would have, without a home
state, migrated to various parts of the country as a
dispossessed and displaced people clinging to
memories of a homeland and an identity. The



communists and Trinamool Congress would have no space or the luxury to
practice their brand of violent and communal politics sans West Bengal.

In Pakistan and East Pakistan and later in Bangladesh, the communist
variety of politics has been thrown out and its leaders either chased out or co-
opted within the framework of a vastly different political framework.
Proletarianism, dialecticism and class war or secularism had no place in
Pakistan, whose formation Indian communists so wholeheartedly supported
and facilitated. While Indian communists were actively colluding with their
colonial sponsors to sabotage the Quit India movement, Dr. Mookerjee, then
Finance Minister of Bengal, resigned with this words, “The reign of repression
that we have witnessed in India since August last [August 1942] has been
directed not only against a so-called subversive movement but against every
form of nationalist activities, calculated to mobilise the will-powers of Indians
to throw off a foreign rule that they intensely dislike.” Dr. Mookerjee exerted
himself to the outmost to see that the repression unleashed was reversed and
when he failed to do that he resigned pointing out that provincial autonomy
under the British was indeed a “farce.” But we digress; let us come back to the
question, had Dr. Mookerjee not existed...

Dr. Mookerjee’s second intervention was when he created BJS. Realising
early the unilateralism of Congress and the dictatorial tendencies of its
leadership in the absence of a viable alternative, Dr. Mookerjee launched this
alternate political narrative. He argued through the first manifesto of the BJS
that “[India] is beset with a horde of problems, internal and external, old and
new, which instead of nearing solution after independence are daily getting
aggravated. Her common people are being ground down under the weight of
economic distress, social security and political repression. Her production is
falling, black-marketing and profiteering are rampant and charges of corruption
and favouritism against the administration, which is top heavy, are being openly
made. As a result of all this an atmosphere of general demoralisation and
frustration has developed in every sphere. This state of affairs, if allowed to
grow unchecked, would spell disaster for the country. “The mistaken policies
and ‘Abharatiya’ and unrealistic approach to the national problems by the party
in power”, argued the first manifesto of the BJS thus, “is primarily responsible
for this state of affairs in the country. In their anxiety to make Bharat a carbon-
copy of the West, they have ignored and neglected the best in Bharatiya life
and ideals. They have failed to harness the enthusiasm created by freedom to
the task of realisation of the great potentialities of the country.” Had Dr.
Mookerjee not created BJS, Congress unilateralism would have dominated; it
would have pushed India into a one-party or a one family rule and lead to a
chaotic situation with increased fissiparous tendencies. Had Dr. Mookerjee
not initiated this move, Indian democracy would have been poorer, with less
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or little options, with voices facing a stifling embargo put by a spirit of political
intolerance.

Dr. Mookerjee’s last intervention was in the affairs of Jammu & Kashmir
which, he argued, had to be more completely integrated with India in order to
ensure India’s well-being and her security and integrity. The sovereignty of
the Indian Parliament and the Indian Constitution, Dr. Mookerjee felt, had to
be paramount and the benefit of the Constitution had to reach all citizens.
Had Dr. Mookerjee not made this final - and for him fatal because he never
emerged out it alive - intervention, the entire state of Jammu & Kashmir would
have perhaps gone into the control of those forces who wish to see India
fragmented. His intervention and sacrifice ensured that the civilisational bonds
between this portion of India and the rest were further strengthened and
cemented.

Had Dr. Mookerjee not existed, India would have been afflicted with all of
these and much more. His death anniversary on 23 June and his birth
anniversary on 6" July thus, offer an ideal occasion for reflecting on these...

— Dr. Anirban Ganguly,
Director, SPMRF
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Salient points of PM Modi's address
to the Joint Session of U.S. Congress
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Our nations may have been shaped
by differing histories, cultures, and
faiths.Yet, our belief in democracy
for our nations and liberty for our
countrymen is common.

The idea that all citizens are
created equal is a central pillar of
the American constitution.Our
founding fathers too shared the
same belief and sought individual
liberty for every citizen of India.

India lives as one; India grows as
one; India celebrates as one.

For my government, the
Constitution is its real holy
book.And, in that holy book,

I ;
;

franchise, and equality of all
citizens, regardless of background,
are enshrined as fundamental
rights.

Engagement between our
democracies has been visible in the
manner in which our thinkers
impacted one another, and shaped
the course of our societies.

Thoreau's idea of civil
disobedience influenced our
political thoughts.And, similarly
the call by the great sage of India
Swami Vivekananda to embrace
humanity was most famously
delivered in Chicago.

freedom of faith, speech and » Gandhi's non-violence inspired the
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heroism of Martin Luther King.

More than fifteen years ago, Prime
Minister of India, AtalBihari
Vajpayee stood here and gave a call
to step out of the 'shadow of
hesitation' of the past.The pages of
our friendship since then tell a
remarkable story.Today, our
relationship has overcome the

hesitations of history.
Comfort, candour and
convergence  define  our

conversations.

I am informed that the working of
the U.S. Congress is harmonious.I
am also told that you are well-
known for your
bipartisanship.Well, you are not
alone.Time and again, I have also
witnessed a similar spirit in the
Indian Parliament, especially in
our Upper House.So, as you can
see, we have many shared
practices.

The embrace of our partnership
extends to the entirety of human
endeavour-from the depths of the
oceans to the vastness of the space.

Our S&T collaboration continues to
helps us in cracking the age-old
problems in the fields of public
health, education, food, and
agriculture.

Ties of commerce and investment
are flourishing. We trade more
with the U.S. than with any other
nation.

Our cooperation also secures our
cities and citizens from terrorists,
and protects our critical
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infrastructure from cyber threats.

Our people to people links are
strong; and there is close cultural
connect between our societies.

India's ancient heritage of Yoga
has over 30 million practitioners in
the U.S.A It is estimated that more
Americans bend for yoga than to
throw a curve ball.And, no Mr.
Speaker, we have not yet claimed
intellectual property right on
Yoga.

India is undergoing a profound
social and economic change.A
billion of its citizens are already
politically empowered.My dream
is to economically empower them
through many social and economic
transformations.And, do so by
2022, the seventy-fifth anniversary
of India's independence.My to-do
list is long and ambitious. But you
will understand.It includes:

A vibrant rural economy with
robust farm sector;

A roof over each head and
electricity to all households;

To skill millions of our youth;
Build 100 smart cities;

Have a broad band for a billion,
and connect our villages to the
digital world;

And create a twenty-first century
rail, road and port infrastructure.

Many of you also believe that a
stronger and prosperous India is in
America's strategic interest.Let us
work together to convert shared
ideals into practical



cooperation.There can be no doubt
that in advancing this
relationship, both nations stand to
gain in great measure.

India's strong economy, and
growth rate of 7.6% per annum, is
creating new opportunities for our
mutual prosperity.

In Asia, the absence of an agreed
security architecture creates
uncertainty.Threats of terror are
expanding, and new challenges are
emerging in cyber and outer-
space.And, global institutions
conceived in 20th century, seem
unable to cope with new challenges
or take on new responsibilities.

In this world full of multiple

transitions and economic
opportunities; growing
uncertainties and political

complexities; existing threats and
new challenges; our engagement
can make a difference by
promoting:

Cooperation not dominance;
Connectivity not isolation;
Respect for Global Commons;

Inclusive not exclusive
mechanisms; and above all

Adherence to international rules
and normes.

India is already assuming her
responsibilities in securing the
Indian Ocean region.A strong
India-U.S. partnership can anchor
peace, prosperity and stability
from Asia to Africa and from
Indian Ocean to the Pacific.It can
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also help ensure security of the sea
lanes of commerce and freedom of
navigation on seas.But, the
effectiveness of our cooperation
would increase if international
institutions framed with the
mindset of the 20th century were
to reflect the realities of today.

As we deepen our partnership,
there would be times when we
would have differing
perspectives.But, since our
interests and concerns converge,
the autonomy in decision making
and diversity in our perspectives
can only add value to our
partnership.So, as we embark on a
new journey, and seek new goals,
let us focus not just on matters
routine but transformational
ideas.Ideas which can focus:

Notjust on creating wealth but also
creating value for our societies;

Not just on immediate gains but
also long term benefits;

Not just on sharing best practices
but also shaping partnerships; and

Not just on building a bright future
for our peoples, but in being a
bridge to a more united, humane
and prosperous world.

The constraints of the past are
behind us and foundations of the
future are firmly in place.In the
lines of Walt Whitman,"The
Orchestra have sufficiently tuned
their instruments, the baton has
given the signal."And to that, if I
might add, there is a new
symphony in play. o



Salient Points of PM Modi’s address to the Indian
community in Doha, Qatar on 5th June, 2016
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Salient points of PM Modi’s address on the
Inauguration of Afghanistan — India Friendship
Dam in Herat 4" June 2016

» Rivers have been bearers of great
civilisations of the world. In the flow of
rivers runs the course of human
progress. In the Holy Quran, river is
central to the image of Paradise. In the
ancient scriptures of India, rivers defined
our nation and were celebrated as the
giver of life. And, it is a wise Afghan
proverb that says, Kabul be zarbasha be
barf ne: May Kabul be without gold rather
than snow. For the snow feeds the rivers
that sustain life and agriculture.

» We are not just launching a project that
will irrigate land and light up homes. We
are reviving a region, restoring hope,
renewing life and redefining
Afghanistan’s future. The dam is a
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generator not just of electricity but also
of optimism and belief in the future of
Afghanistan.

» The project would not just irrigate the fields
of six hundred and forty villages in Chiste,
Obe, Pashtun Zarghun, Karokh, Gozara,
Injil, Zindjan, Kohsan and Ghoryan . It would
also bring light to over two hundred and fifty
thousand homes in this area.

» Thelostdecades speak tous about the ravages
of along drawn war. It was a war not of Afghan
making, butit was one that stole the future of
an entire generation of Afghans. And, when a
new dawn broke over Afghanistan in 2001,
we resumed the project.

» With resolve and patience, courage and
belief, we have together overcome



distance and hurdles, threats and
violence.Today, the brave Afghan people
are sending a message that the forces of
destruction and death, denial and
domination, shall not prevail. They will
not come in the way of the dreams and
aspirations of the Afghan people. The
fields that produce the finest fruits and
saffron shall once again come alive with
the clear waters of the river. The homes
that lived through dark nights of dread
will now be lit by the power of hope. Men
and women shall once again work the
farms and ply their trade with the joy of
hard work, in peace and security.The
shoulders that were once weighed down
in the shadow of guns would now bear
ploughs to turn the land green. Children
shall again believe in the possibility of a
future of education and opportunity.

» This dam has not been built by bricks and
mortar, but by the faith of our friendship
and the valour of Afghans and Indians.
And, at this moment of pride, we also
stand in grief and gratitude for lives
sacrificed so that Afghan people will
have a future they so richly deserve and
so deeply desire. The blood, sweat and
tears of our people are mixed into this
earth and have formed between us an
eternal bond, written into the soil of this
land. Bonds that remind us of ancient
links between this region and India.

» Together, our partnership has built
schools, health centres and irrigation
facilities for rural communities. It has
empowered women with skills and the
youth with the education to shoulder the
responsibility for Afghanistan’s future.
We have joined hands to build roads that
bridge the distances of your country,
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from Zaranj to Delaram, and
transmission lines that bring power to
your homes. Now, India’s investment in
the port at Chahbahar in Iran will give
Afghanistan a new route to the world and
anew path to prosperity.

» When our people are under attack, the
brave Afghans guard us as their own. They
put themselves in the line of fire so that
their Indian friends are safe. This is the
nobility of your heart and the strength
of your friendship. I have seen this from
the moment I assumed office as Prime
Minister. For on that day, when terrorists
launched a massive attack on our
Consulate in this city of Herat, the
heroic efforts of Afghan soldiers, and of
our personnel, saved many lives and
prevented a big tragedy.

» India’s capacity may be limited, but our
commitment is without limits. Our
resources may be modest, but our will is
boundless. For others, their commitments
may have a sunset clause, but our
relationship is timeless. We face barriers
of geography and politics, but we define
our path from the clarity of our purpose.
We see resistance and suspicion of
others, but our resolve is strong and your
faith and trust guides us forward.

» Where some doubt your future, we are
certain that no force or power can deny
the Afghan people the destiny they have
chosen, however long and hard the journey
may be. So, on international platforms and
in regional forums, we will speak in one
voice for the Afghan right to a peaceful,
prosperous, united, inclusive and
democratic nation. And, in the fields,
villages and cities of Afghanistan, we will
work together for that future. ®



Salient points of PM’s address at “Ek
Nayi Subah” Event on the completion of
2 Years of the Government
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POLITICAL THOUGHT

Deendayal—
the Symbol of Dedication

= Bhaurao Deoras

In 1952, when the all India session
of the Jan Sangh was held at
Kanpur, though there were many
others, the choice fell upon Deendayal
Upadhyaya. He was chosen the
General Secretary of the Party. The
reason for this is not that he was a
very competent politician. In fact, he
was very much different from the
ordinary run of politicians. What
marked him out from others for being
chosen the General Secretary were the
qualities he acquired as a
swayamsevak and as a pracharak, from
1938 to 1951 which made him
eminently successful as an organizer.
For a successful worker of the RSS, the
quality of collecting and keeping
people together, known as the quality
of Lok Sangrah Yayksd laxzg'2 is of
utmost importance. Without this
quality, one cannot be a successful
worker of Sangh. For one to have this
quality of Lok Sangrah special type of
life style is needed. He must be utterly
devoid of egoism. Life should be
simple and straight forward; his
conduct should be in consonance
with his profession. A person in
whom there is no harmony between
his conduct and his profession cannot
do Lok Sangrah. After collecting
people, if their life is to be
transformed in a particular direction,
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if they are to be imbued with the
qualities of dedication for the nation
and the society, this can be done only
by personal example. Lok Sangrah is
not possible merely by virtue of
oratory, intellectuality or
scholasticism. These do not help in
building up men.

Whether as a Sang pracharak or
the General Secretary of the Jan
Sangh, Deendayal Upadhyaya could
inspire his workers, not because he
was a great intellectual, not because
he spoke with authority on different
aspects of politics, but because he
could fully identify himself with the
joys and sufferings of his co-workers.
He used to be so intimate with them,
that they never took him to be a
great leader and General Secretary
of a great Party. They could meet
him freely, even at midnight,
without fixing up  prior
appointment. He used to converse
with them in a heart-to-heart
manner, as between colleagues. Thus
he used to exert great influence on
the workers. Through his life he
taught that Sangh Work is
essentially a work of intimate
personal contact.

It was these qualities that
Deendayal Upaddhyaya acquired as
a pracharak of the Sangh that stood him



in good stead in establishing the Jan
Sangh. Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
passed away, or was murdered, one
year after the founding of the Jan
Sangh. Therefore, the task of making
Jan Sangh an all India political party
devolved on the shoulders of this
seemingly = ordinary person,
Deendayal. To set up any
organization, it requires some effort,
some qualities. But establishment of an
all India political party is a supremely
difficult task. This difficult task was
ably shouldered by Deendayal
Upadhyaya from the year 1952 to
1968.

No Followers: Only Colleagues

There may be persons who call
themselves followers of Deendayal ji
but a person who has watched him
from close quarters would know that
he did not make any followers. He
had only co-workers. He created
innumerable co-workers. And it was
with their cooperation that he set up
the countrywide organization of the
Jan Sangh. But even while setting up
such an organization he was
particularly keen about developing
the qualities required for lok Sangrah.
He never desired anything for
himself, neither name, nor fame nor
power nor pelf. His was a life totally
dedicated to the nation and the
society. Because of that, he could build
up such a huge organization. Had
there been in him the slightest desire
for name or fame or power, if he had
any sort of selfish ambition, Jan Sangh
after the demise of Shyama prasad
Mukherjee would have met the same
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fate as the Janata Party. Deendayal
Upadhyaya built up a grand political
party through the medium of
excellent co-workers. So, whether as
a Sangh pracharak or Jan Sangh
General Secretary or its President, the
secret of Deendayal Upadhyaya’s
success was not in his oratory, in his
intelligence nor in his ability to
expound any thesis, but in the
exemplary life he lived. There are
people who can deliver beautiful
lectures on the problem of poverty,
quoting facts and figures but that can
hardly influence any individual life.
What transform lives is the great
agony one feels about the condition
of the poor and the downtrodden.
What is the inspiration behind a
dedicated life Intelligence or heart?
In our country, there is no dearth of
intelligent people, those who can
deliver faultless speeches on the
problem of poverty, but they do not
feel the pinch themselves. Their sleep
is not disturbed even for a night on
account of the thought of the misery
of their people. How many of these
intelligent people are prepared to
effect some cut in their personal
standard of life so as to contribute a
little to alleviate the sufferings of the
poor? How many of them are
prepared to devote some time for their
service? Do the thoughts they express,
in any way reflect in their conduct?
True inspiration comes from the
heart. Only those people are inspired
to act, who experience the agony of
the people’s suffering in their heart,
The intelligent only talk; they do not



live a dedicated life. Deendayal
Upadhyaya belonged to the former
category.

Had He Been Alive Today!

Today the Jan Sangh, which
Deendayal built up brick by brick is no
more. One is naturally tempted to ask
as to what he would have done, had
he been alive today. It is difficult to
anser the question. Under the present
political situation, probably he would
have taken to political sanyas. In fact
at no time did he have any liking for
politics. He entered politics because of
circumstances. After the formation of
the Janata Party, seeing the state of
affairs, he would have kept away
from all positions of power. Not only
that, he would have tried to come out
of it and return to Sangh. If he had still
continued in it, he would definitely
have bid goodbye to it the moment
questions like dual loyalty were
raised, saying “I am basically a
swayamsevak; my source of inspiration
is the Sangh and whatever  am is the
gift of the Sangh’. But if due to pressure
of circumstances he still continued in
politics, he would not have spent his
time in Delhi. He would never have
taken interest in the political
gymnastics of party leaders. He would
have been continuously on the move,
keeping constant touch with his
innumerable co-workers in the
country, placing before them his
thought and ideas regarding the
people and the situation. Contact with
workers, constant contact with
people—that is what he always
aspired for. He would not have taken
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part in the type of politics going on.
Slowly he would have built up a
worthy political structure, because for
him political party was not just an
instrument to capture power. Power
without principle was not his aim.
Keeping away from power, he would
have built up a principled party or an
organized structure, however small it
may have been.

Deendayal Upadhyaya died
comparatively young, at the age of 51.
Had he been allowed to live, he would
have maintained the tradition of great
men like Mahatma Gandhi and
Jayaprakash Narayan. Today when
one looks at the country, one feels
convinced that it cannot be uplifted
through the so-called political leaders.
The tradition of rare men like
Mahatma Gandhi, Jayaprakash
Narayan and Deendayal ji would
have to be continued. If the country is
to rise, then a new leadership of men
who do not aspire for name and fame,
who do not care even for the prime
ministership of the country will have
to be once again thrown up. Men who
care only for the nation and the
society —only such can bring about
the upliftment of the nation.
Deendayal Upadhyaya belonged to
that line of great men for whom the
country was above everything else.
Today, the country requires such a
leadership. Had Deendayal
Upadhyaya been alive, it would have
been his endeavour to create men of
such devotion and dedication!

o
Manthan Vol. 2, No. 4, March, 1980.
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Prime Minister Modi’s Iran Visit: of

Commerce, Connectivity and Culture
= M. Mahtab Alam Rizvi

I Jrime Minister Narendra

Modi's two-day visit to
Iran (May 22-23, 2016) has
added a new significance to
the bilateral relations. Post-
sanctions Iran is the next
big story and not .
surprisingly there has been 8
a flurry of diplomatic [SSSEEES
activities. India’s EESEEEEE
announcement to spend USD 500
million to develop the Chabahar port
and related infrastructure on Iran’s
coast is an important breakthrough.
India also announced to invest an
additional USD 16 billion in the
Chabahar free trade zone. Chabahar
will become Iran’s first deep-water
port allowing it to conduct global
trade with big cargo ships.
Coincidentally, the visit to Iran
marked two years of the NDA
government. And as has been the
central theme of Modi's foreign policy,
Iran’s visit was about connectivity,
trade, investment, science and
technology and also revitalising age-
old cultural links with the great
Persian civilization.

Significance of Chabahar Deal

The changed international
environment brought about by the
nuclear deal between Iran and P5+1
and lifting of international sanctions,
provided opportunities for India and
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Iran to strengthen their
cooperation in various
sectors including trade
and economy,
connectivity and
combating threats of
terrorism, radicalism,
i drug trafficking and
8 cybercrime. The visit was
22 historic. The long awaited
agreements on Chabahar and
Trilateral Transport and Transit
Corridor agreement between India,
Iran and Afghanistan were signed.
Chabahar is located 72 kilometres
west of Pakistan’s Gwadar port. It
holds immense strategic and economic
significance for India. India has
already spent about USD 100 million
to construct a 218-km long (140-mile)
road from Delaram in western
Afghanistan to Zaranj in the Iran-
Afghan border to link up with
Chabahar port. India built the Zaranj-
Delaram highway in 2009 to connect
with the 2,200-km two-lane metalled
road network, known as the garland
road, passing inside Afghanistan.
India has spent about INR 600 crore
to build this connecting highway. The
project was executed over four years
(2005-2009) by the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO).

Both the bilateral and trilateral
agreements on Chabahar will help in




connecting these road networks to the
port. Iran has alone developed the
land route from Chabahar through
Iranshahr to Zahedan and further
north to Zabol and then to Milak close
to Zaranj in Afghanistan. During PM
Modi’s visit, a MoU between IRCON
and Construction, Development of
Transport and Infrastructure
Company (CDTIC) of Iran was
signed. IRCON will not only finance
the project (around USD 1.6 billion)
but will provide for the construction
of Chabahar-Zahedan railway line
which forms part of the transit and
transportation corridor. A MoU
between EXIM Bank and Central
Bank of Iran was signed which will
help in the availability of credit up to
INR 3000 crore for the import of steel
rails and implementation of
Chabahar port. To recollect, the
Chabahar port was partially built in
the 1990s to provide sea-land access
to Afghanistan and Central Asia.
India wanted to build the port as it
would significantly reduce transport
costs and freight time to Central Asia
and West Asia. The port will also
provide a route to landlocked
Afghanistan.

Accompanying the Prime
Minister, Nitin Gadkari, Minister of
Road Transport and Highways said,
“The distance between Kandla (in the
western Indian state of Gujarat) and
the Chabahar port is less than the
distance between Delhi and Mumbai,
and so this agreement is to enable us
quick movement of goods first to Iran
and then onwards to Afghanistan and
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Russia through a new rail and road
link.” Chabahar will be critically
important for India as well. First and
foremost it will help India bypass
Pakistan to transport goods to
Afghanistan, Central Asia and West
Asia.

Till now Pakistan remains the only
route through which India can reach
Afghanistan and beyond and given
the adversarial relationship, Pakistan
does not allow for transit of Indian
goods. Second, Chabahar will save
time and reduce transportation cost.
Besides developing the port, India will
also invest in building a 500-km
railway line between Chabahar and
Zahedan. Apart from India and Iran,
Afghanistan too has interest in the
development of the Chabahar port
and the transport corridor. The
Afghan leadership considers the
Chabahar as a more secure and stable
alternative route that would reduce
dependence on Pakistan - the lone
country providing Afghanistan with
access to the sea.

Chabahar Deal and Energy Security

The Chabahar agreement could
open the way for India to tap the huge
reserve of natural gas in Central Asia
and West Asia without any concerns
about disruption of its energy supplies
through Afghanistan territory. If
international sanctions were to be
lifted completely, Iran’s economy
would grow by 2 per cent in the
current physical year and the growth
rate might jump to about seven per
cent thereafter. Tehran could be also
in a position to attract more foreign



investors to revive its natural gas
fields. Given India energy
requirement, it could well position
itself as the primary buyer. In the light
of this, the Farzad B gas field becomes
important. The Iranian government
has provided opportunities to India
for investment in the oil and gas sector
particularly in the development of the
Farzad B gas field, which interestingly
was discovered by ONGC Videsh in
2008. India will also be able to invest
in South Pars oil and gas field and the
Assaluyeh. Modi’s honest attempt to
reach out and establish a long standing
connect seems to have been
appreciated by the Iranian leadership.
Due to sanctions, Iran’s oil exports had
fallen drastically by two-thirds
between 2011 and 2013. As a result,
its gross domestic product dropped
sharply, inflation rate increased,
unemployment rose and foreign
investment dried up. India can
become a sustainable economic
partner as Iran moves positively
ahead to rebuild the country.

China Factor

China is major economic player in
Iran. Chabahar is not far away from
the Gwadar port in Pakistan, which is
being developed by China. It is
encouraging to note that after the
trilateral agreement between India,
Iran and Afghanistan, the Chinese
leaders welcomed the deal. In fact,
Chinese businessmen are making a
beeline for investing in Iran in general
and in the Chabahar port city in
particular. Some Chinese businessmen
have already purchased land and
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established a special market complex
to sell Chinese goods in the areas.
China has shown strong willingness to
invest in the heavy oil refinery sector
in the Chabahar free zone. The
complex is being developed for the
annual production of 23 million tons
of petrochemicals. Itis also important
to mention here that Chabahar port
project needs heavy and strong
investment. It is reported that the
petrochemical complex will require
USD 11billion for its completion in
three phases. Iran thus would like to
see the Chabahar develop as an
important economic lifeline.

Chabahar is an important and
strategically located port. There are
various investment opportunities
now in Chabahar including the
availability of cheap energy and
transportation infrastructure. India
could consider investing in areas like
automobiles, pharmaceuticals, textiles
and food processing (tea, rice, spices,
etc.). Before the deal, connectivity was
the key issue for India.

With Chabahar providing India
access to Afghanistan and Central
Asia, investment in the port project is
likely to yield immediate strategic
gains, while commercial
considerations are most likely to follow
provided India delivers quickly on the
commitments. Through constant
effort, India has to play a critical role
in developing and thereby realising
the full potential of Chabahar port
which will significantly boost its
image as a proactive regional power -
building such critical infrastructure



not only to maximise its financial and
strategic gains but also to propel
regional growth and prosperity. The
cultural connect was also emphasised
with the Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) and the Islamic
Culture and Relations Organisation
signing an agreement to bring closer
ties and understanding of each other
glorious past and promote Indology
and Persian studies.

Conclusion

Overall India has taken a wise
decision to sign the Chabahar and
transit corridor agreements. Modi’s
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visit to Iran, after the nuclear deal and
lifting of international sanctions could
further strengthen bilateral relations.
The two countries are also bound to
realize that their commonality of
interests in various sectors such as a
stable Afghanistan, peace and stability
in the region, counter terrorism,
radicalism including spread of Islamic
State, drug trafficking and cybercrime
make them natural allies in regional
politics. ®

(The author is an Associate
Fellow at the Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, New Delhi)
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Salma Dam —Message & Significance
= Shakti Sinha

last of India’s four
agship projects—
t Afghan-India
Friendship Dam at
Salma—was formally
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Modi and
President Ashraf Ghani
on June 4", Since it was
considered unsafe for the
twoleaders tojointly visit
the site, the inauguration was done
electronically from Herat, the primary
beneficiary of the project. The dam
would generate 42 MW of power and
help irrigate 75,000 hectares of land. In
fact development in Herat and role of
Heratileaders played an importantrole
in the project. For Indians, the location
of the dam has an emotional tug. It is
located at Chiste Sharif, from where
the Chisti order of Sufis originated.

The other major projects India has
delivered are the 213 km long Zaranj-
Delaram Highway that connects
Southeast Iran to Afghanistan’s Ring
road, the 220Kv line from Chimtala to
Kabul (part of the Northern Power
System, NPS) and the parliament
building, which PM Modi inaugurated
on 25" December 2015. Two of the
projects (Salma Dam and the Zaranj-
Delaram Highway) have been built in
the face of extremely hostile security
environment, while the stringing of the
NPS line over the Hindu Kush was an
extremely hazardous and technically
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challenging project. The
number of Afghan
security-men who died
defending the dam and
highway projects runs to
almost 100; India, too,
losta few to terrorist acts.
The success of NPS,
which was a joint effort
along with USAID,
German government
aid agency GTZ, World Bank and the
Asian Development Bank has changed
the quality of like of millions of
Afghans in Kabul and areas further
north. And with the expected
commissioning of an upgraded port at
Chahbahar linked to the Afghan
border, the Zaranj-Delaram Highway
would not only help reduce
Afghanistan’s dependence on Karachi,
it could potentially facilitate economic
resurgence of western and southern
Afghanistan.

The vicissitudes of the Salma Dam
project brings out in full the range of
domestic and external actors
operating in Afghanistan. While all
these factors may not be in operation
in different parts of Afghanistan, it
still holds important lessons for India,
looking ahead.

The dam is located on the Hari Rud,
a west flowing river that originates in
the Central Highlands of Afghanistan
and flows in to Iran. The two
countries, Afghanistan and Iran,



share another important river, the
Helmand, on which there is a dam
(Kajaki) that the US built in the 1950s
but which needs large-scale
overhauling and upgradation. Iran,
being the more developed economy
and State, has utilised these riverine
resources far more extensively though
Afghanistan is the upper riparian in
both cases. The two countries do not
have a water-sharing agreement that
does make Iran quite apprehensive
about any riverine project upstream.

Afghanistan conceived of this
project in the late 1950s though it was
only two decades later that orders
were first placed for the construction
of the dam. The bloody coup of 1978
that overthrew President Daoud, and
the persistent internecine struggles
with the ruling Afghanistan
communist party and the People’s
Democratic Party of Afghanistan
(PDPA) that led to the Soviet invasion
(December 1979) and the resultant
jihad meant that nothing could be
done for decades though the Indian
Public Sector enterprise WAPCOS did
start some work in 1988. It was only
in 2002 when President Karzai asked
for India’s assistance that things
began to move, but rather slowly.
WAPCOS obtained cabinet approval
for Rs 351 crores (about US $80
million) in November 2004 and
awarded the work to the Joint venture
undertaking in mid-2005.

The initial hiccups were mostly
technical but soon security and strategic
factors could be seen at work. Since
using Karachi port was not an option,
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all material had to be shipped from
India and Dubai via Bandar Abbas, then
1500 kms to Herat and further 160 kms
east by ‘katcha’ road to the dam site.
Problems arose when the need to ship
explosives was blocked by Iran. After
2006, the security situation on the
Herat-Chiste Sharif deteriorated and
movement to and from the Dam site to
Herat became perilous. Iran’s role
suddenly came under scrutiny, and the
Herat administration including police
and intelligence sources pointed to the
former’s role in sabotaging the project.
Though never proved, there were
enough circumstantial evidence
pointing to this.

First, Iran’s relations with the USA
had deteriorated even though at the
beginning of the US-led intervention,
Iran had gone along with the US.
Though their long-term goals were not
in consonance, Iran and the resurgent
Taliban were tactically on one page
against the US-led Afghan stabilisation
efforts; the Taliban had dropped its anti-
Shia plank after its defeat and was open
to taking help just to bog the US down.
Second, Iran’s nervousness about
Afghanistan’s efforts to use its riverine
resources became apparent. Diplomatic
cables released by Wikileaks makes this
clear, with the Iranians even taking this
up with New Delhi, only to be politely
rebuffed. India was clear that it was for
Iran and Afghanistan to sort out these
bilaterally. Third, Iran was the major
supplier of electric power to Herat, with
even the distribution billing done in
Mashhad. Salma Dam, once completed,
would end this lucrative business.



Another factor, this time domestic,
worked against the project. Ismail
Khan, popularly known as the Amir of
Herat, was a strong backer of this
project. As a former artillery officer of
the Afghan army, he had rebelled
against the Soviet-led government and
became a renowned jihadileader. Pre-
Taliban, he was the Governor of Herat
province for three years and was
instrumental in improving the city
through investments in infrastructure
and in upholding public order. Initially,
Governor of Herat after the Taliban
was overthrown, Karzai moved him to
Kabul as Minister for Energy and
Water, where he pushed both NPS and
Salma dam projects. His subsequent
fall-out with Karzai and political
isolation meant that the law and order
situation in Herat and the surrounding
areas deteriorated affecting Salma Dam
unduly.

The dam missed many deadlines
with WAPCOS unable to overcome
the many challenges including
financial; the dam also seems to have
fallen off Delhi’s radar and it was only
in late 2013 that revised estimates
were approved (ultimately the dam
costs Rs 1775 crores or almost US $290
million, more than three times what
was originally conceived). The change
of government in May 2014 meant
that all pending projects started
getting rigorously monitored and
were brought back on track —these
included external ones like the two
pending projects in Afghanistan, the
Parliament building and Salma Dam.

The Afghan people’s strong desire
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for economic development and the
high regard India is held in was
evident when in August 2015 the first
turbine of the dam was installed and
tested. There was publicjubilation and
elation, with people coming on the
roads; a human chain was formed that
carried a 100 metre long Indian flag.
The Afghanistan government
accepted the demands of the public to
name the dam as the Afghan India
Friendship Dam.

Three important lessons from the
Salma dam project that would serve
India’s strategic and diplomatic
initiatives need to be fleshed out. One,
India’s project management and
monitoring skills need to be
professionalised. The very substantial
cost and time overrun cannot be
justified in terms of deterioration of
security conditions alone. India’s
interests are not well served when
projects announced lag for years with
no sign of completion; in the context
of Afghanistan where India is looked
upon as a reliable friend and a model
to be followed, it is unforgivable. The
usual reasons, viz., inadequate project
design preparation, unrealistic costs,
technical incompetence and lack of
adequate budgetary provisions is not
only deeply embarrassing but
politically negates all the good done
by PM’s vigorous diplomatic
initiatives. The Kaladan multi-modal
transport project in Myanmar suffers
from all these ills and provides proof
to the Myanmarese that while the
Chinese projects deliver on time; those
of India apparently do not. This must



be reversed including by providing for
container facilities without which the
project would be a non-starter.
Similarly, the PM’s success in bringing
to a closure the decade-long
negotiations over Chahbahar, which
has the potential to make India an
important economic partner of
Central Asia, would be tested on
India’s ability to deliver on the 950 km
rail project from Chahbahar to the
Afghan border. The different
ministries must get their act together
to ensure this.

Two, and partly linked to the first,
since India is increasingly using
development partnership as an
instrument of strategic consideration,
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
and respective Indian embassies where
such projects are being implemented
should have development
professionals in their ranks e.g., the
embassies at Kabul and Kathmandu
run a large number of micro
community  projects without
necessarily having the ability to assess,
implement, monitor or evaluate such
projects. Similarly, with the shift from
directly funding development projects
to financing those using lines of credits
(LOCs), MEA and concerned embassies
should have staff capable of handling
major project implementation
including international procurement.
The Prime Minister’s vision and efforts
deserve nothing less.

Three, Indian missions on the
ground be better tuned to ground
realities. While none could have
predicted the swift deterioration of US-
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Iran relations in the Afghan context,
India should have been nimble enough
to establish relations with local
commanders who were key to local
security conditions; subsequently it was
with their ‘cooperation’ that the project
took off. Excessive reliance on, and
extremely close identification with, the
central government in Kabul meant
that local and regional actors and
conditions did not get the priority they
deserved. In these days of soft power,
goodwill generated outside formal
circles of power should not be ignored,
as the role of the Heratis in the naming
of the dam showed. But are our
missions up to it?

The Afghan India Friendship Dam
at Salma is a powerful symbol of
development cooperation between
Afghanistan and India whose effects
have already impinged on strategic
positioning. It is symptomatic of
India’s commitments to work in
difficult environment while showing
up India’s shortcomings, which need
immediate rectification. The system
must respond vigorously to the Prime
Minister’s dynamic leadership and his
unprecedented personal investment in
securing India’s place in the comity of
nations. Such an opportunity does not
arise very often. o

(The author is former Jt. Secretary
PMO, Principal Secretary Finance,
Power & Planning, Govt. of Delhi,
former Chief Secretary Andaman &
Nicobar, Advisor to Gout. of
Afghanistan & Member Advisory
Council, SPMRF)
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Infrastructure investment should
drive both growth and job creation

. Professor Santosh Mehrotra

India is now the fastest
growing large
economy of the world,
with its 7.6% GDP
growth rate in 2015-16.
This is the fastest the
Indian economy grew in
the last five years (i.e.
since 2011-12). But will it
continue to grow at this
pace?

Equally importantly, economic
growth is meaningful mainly as long
as it creates new non-agricultural jobs.
Job growth leads to increases in
consumer demand which has the
effect of sustaining GDP growth, and
reducing growth volatility.

One of the most important sources
of increased consumer demand since
the turn of the century was the
increase in infrastructure investment.
Starting with the Golden
Quadrilateral Highway network
which began construction in 2001
infrastructure investment picked up.
As a result the number of workers in
construction rose from 17 million in
1999-2000 to 26 million in 2004-05.
Investment in infrastructure rose
strongly thereafter and during the
11th five year plan infrastructure
investment in the public and private
sector together grew by $475 billion.
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The result was that
employment in
construction jumped from
26 to 51 million, tripling
compared to the turn of
the century.

But job growth has
i, | been much slower since
& 2012; however the good

news is that
infrastructure investment has picked
up again in the last financial year
(2015-16), thanks to the government’s
efforts. The government acted to clear
42 stalled projects worth Rs 1.15 lakh
crore since February 2015, which
activated the idle investments locked
in the projects. This has also begun
yielding results in 2015-16. That is
why, despite slower growth in
investments, GDP has grown by 7.6%
in 2015-16. Further unlocking of
stalled projects will accentuate the
GDP, as the BJP National Executive’s
Economic Resolution (in Allahabad)
noted last week.

This is especially good news for the
5 million per annum who leave
agriculture to look for work in
construction. It is also good news for
the persons aged 15 years and above
who were available for work for all the
12 months of the year, but only 60%
of them found work (as the 4™ Annual



Survey of Employment in 2013-14
noted). It is especially important news
for the 7 million young people who are
joining the labour force, for whom the
open unemployment rate is 10 times
higher than that of those 30 years and
above. Unemployment for 15 to 17
year oldsis 10.2 % and for 18 to 29 year
oldsis 9.4 % in 2013, but 0.8% for over
30 year olds.

It is also good news for those
leaving agricultural due on account of
two years of drought. The fall in
construction investment after the
policy paralysis of the previous
government in its last 2 years, has now
been reversed.

Especially important for jobs in
rural areasis the increase in investment
in Pradhan Mantri Grameen Sarak
Yojana. Compared to Rs 7000-8000 cr.
allocation to PMGSY in 2012-13 and Rs
9000 cr in 2013-14, the allocation
increased to Rs 19 000 cr in 2015-16
from the Union government. However,
equally importantly, this is only 60%,
since the remaining 40% is to come
from the state governments; as a result
the annual allocations will be Rs 27 000
cr total, taking into account both
central and state expenditures. This
same sum will be available for each of
the next three years, until 2018-19; this
has been assured to the Ministry of
Rural Development by the Finance
Ministry.

Such an increase in allocations
automatically means rural roads will
be constructed much faster than they
were being done over 2011-14, the last
three years of the UPA. The average
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construction of rural roads under
PMGSY was 73 kms per day over
2011-14; over 2014-16 that number
had already gone up to about 100 kms
a day. With the increased allocation
in the current financial year, it is
expected to rise to 130 kms a day,
according reliable senior sources in the
Ministry of Rural Development. In
2017-18 and 2018-19 it is targeted to
touch 170 kms a day.

Equally important is the focus on
‘Housing for All’, especially of low-
income housing. There are two parts
of the rural housing programme now:
one is the erstwhile Indira Awas
Yojana, which has existed for rural
BPL households for several decades;
and the second is the new programme,
of the NDA government that came to
power in May 2014. For both, the
Socio-Economic and Caste Census
(conducted by the Ministry of Rural
Development over 2011-2014) data
will be used to identify the low-income
eligible households.

The objective is to build, under the
new PMAY a total of 1 cr houses for
identified households over the next 3
years (2016-17, 2017-28 and 2018-19).
That means that some 33 lakh houses
will need to be build every year. In
addition, under IAY 38 Lakh houses
are to be built. For both programmes
sufficient funds have been allocated
this year, and are also assured for the
remaining two years. (The SECC-
based estimate of the MORD is that
nearly 4 cr households will need to be
built for low-income households, who
currently lack a house of their own;



this will be the agenda to be completed
beyond 2019.)

Thus in the last two years of UPA
the allocation to rural housing was in
the range of Rs 8 000 to 10 000 cr per
annum. In 2016-17 the allocation is Rs
15 000 cr or so, expected to rise to Rs
20 000 cr next years. In addition,
NABARD will borrow about Rs 21 000
cr to supplement these budgetary
funds. Moreover, since the states are
to contribute (under 60/40 formula),
the total sums available will be higher.
Accordingly, under the IAY, the
allocation per household used to be Rs
70000 per house. That has been raised
to Rs 1.2 lakhs, plus Rs 12 000 per
household for the toilet (from the
Ministry of Drinking Water and
Sanitation), plus 90 days of wage
labour from MGNREGA allocated to
the house-building activity. In 2015-
16 a total of 18.27 lakh houses were
constructed under the rural housing
scheme, the Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yojana.

However, for the two Awaas
Yojanas the challenge will go beyond
financial resources to limited labour
and material availability. To double
the pace of construction of houses, the
Union government is recommending
to states to use local material and
technology to meet any shortage. The
government also started a rural mason
training programme to supply the
workforce to expand these
construction activities.

Similarly, the significant ramp up
in spending on sanitation through the
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Swacch Bharat Abhiyaan, is also going
to cause much more work creation in
rural areas in the building of toilets.
There has been a remarkable ramp up
of infrastructure investment in area of
building communities that are free of
open-defecation, again in rural areas.
There have been four transformations,
thanks to the Swacch Bharat
Abhiyaan, in the nation’s 40 year old
programme to create villages without
open defecation.

1. Rural sanitation is on national
agenda, as the PM himself has
focused on it, and speaks on the
subject regularly;

2. A campaign or movement on
sanitation is visible in each state.
Thus many Collectors are
emerging as champions;

3. Counting toilets is stopping open
defecation. This is a hugely
important development as the
earlier focus under the Nirmal
Bharat Abhiyaan (the UPA
programme) was very much on
simply building toilets, and the
administrative machinery was
focused on reporting toilets built.
That is the not the same goal as
creating communities who are
counted as being free of open
defecation (or ODF), are proud of
that status, and can sustain that
status. Simply building a toilet in
households that did not have one,
does not lead to whole
communities actually becoming
ODF. Now, the Government MIS
system is counting ODF



communities (Villages, Blocks,
Districts), not merely toilets built.

Focus is on behaviour change,
through appropriate
information, education and
communication strategies.

At the same time, the status today
in regard to toilet construction is as
follows:

1. Increasein % of households with
Toilets since 2nd Oct 2014 -

10.31%;

% of household with toilets
52.44%; and 3. No of ODF
Villages- 61850. This is again
thanks to the increase in financial
allocation since 2014, as
compared to the period before
that. Thus, expenditure on the
overall sanitation drive was Rs
2250 cr in 2013-14. It had
increased to Rs 2850 cr in the first
year of the SBA; but it jumped to
Rs 6524 cr in 2015-16. The
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allocation for the current
financial year (2016-17) is Rs
9000 cr. The mission mode in
which it is being done is also
vastly different from previous
years.

Allin all, there is strong hope that
this rise in infrastructure investment
will create jobs, especially in rural
areas, but also for those at the bottom
of the pyramid. That has profound
implications for reviving the now
stalled real wage growth, and hence
consumer demand, with the
consequent potential for sustaining
economic growth and poverty
reduction.

]
(Santosh Mehrotra is Professor of
Economics,  Jawaharlal  Nehru

University, (INU), New Delhi and ex-
Director General of the National Institute

of Labour Economics Research (of the
NITI Aayog).)
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Outcome and future target of
Skill Development Mission

e Siddharth Singh

Prime Minister Modi has always school-children and parents are well
stressed on the need for proper aware of the emerging trends in the
skill mapping and identification of the job market and a similar exercise
future requirements for skills, so that  should also be done to map the skilled
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* 19.55 lakh youth trained under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana

* Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana
0 724 training programmes in 1100 training centres across 21 cities
0 3.56 lakh youths trained
o Over 1.88 lakh youth placed in jobs

* 1141 new ITIs with 1.73 lakh seats started across the country

* 34 ITls and 68 Skill Development Centres being
established in LWE affected districts
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manpower requirements at the global
level, so that India can meet the global
requirement of skilled
workforce.Prime Minister always
emphasizes the importance of
imbibing safety norms and soft skills
as integral parts of skill development.

65% of Indians are under the age
of 35. By 2025, almost 1 in 5 of the
world’s working age population
(18.3%) will be Indian. In order to
leverage India’s demographic
dividend and prioritise skill
development, a dedicated new
Ministry for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) was set up,
for the very first time, by the Modi
governmentto steer and coordinate
skill development efforts. Skill India
is anchored within this new Ministry.

MSDE inherited a highly
fragmented ecosystem. 21 Central
Government Ministries and
departments in UPA regime were
implementing over 50 skill training
programmes, operating in silos.
Conflicting norms between schemes,
poor monitoring mechanisms,
varying assessment and certification
systems and the absence of a coherent
vision of success, limited the
effectiveness of these initiatives.
While there were previous attempts to
consolidate this ecosystem through
centralised organisations such as the
National Skill Development
Coordination Board or the Prime
Minister’s National Council of Skill
Development, 2008 - the fact that
multiple bodies existed under different
organisations and the lack of focus on
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execution, made these institutions
ineffective.

MSDE has made great strides in a
relatively short span of time. In Modi
government, MSDE created a
National Policy for Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship, which
articulated an overarching vision to
boost the skills development and
entrepreneurship ecosystem in India
and designed the India’s first National
Skill Development Mission to
coordinate and scale up skill training
efforts. Both these policy initiatives
were formally launched by the Prime
Minister on 15 July 2015.

The Mission seeks to converge,
coordinate, implement and monitor
skilling activities on a pan-India basis.
It brings the key stakeholders under the
Central Government and the States
together under one umbrella Mission
with a three-tier structure, consisting of:
the Governing Council for policy role,
Steering Committee for coordination
role and Mission Directorate (along with
an Executive Committee) for execution.
The Governing Council of the Mission
is headed by the Prime Minister himself,
and is guided by his vision of a “Skilled
India’.

Skill India has led to
transformational change in India’s
vocational training ecosystem. Over
the last one year since the proper
launch of program, over 1.04 crore
youth have been trained under the
Mission. This figure is 36.8% higher
than the previous year’s recorded
data. In the current arrangement, 60%
of the trainings are directly under



MSDE while 40% are across other
Central Ministries. MSDE’s Flagship
Scheme, Pradhan MantriKaushal
Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), which was
launched on July 15, 2015 by the Prime
Minister, has trained more than 20
lakh people, of which 40 per cent are
women candidates, being trained in
their choice of skills.

Speed, Scale, Standards and
Sustainability are the four core
principles of the NSDM. The first
Governing Council Meeting which
was held in the first week of June 2015,
was aimed to review the progress
undertaken under the Mission on each
of these core principles and sought to
discuss a concrete agenda for rapidly
scaling up skill training efforts, while
maintaining high standards.

Some of the major outcomes and
future targets of the mission are as
following:

» Skill training to be scaled up to
cover at least 1.5 crore people
during 2016-2017.

» The Central Board for Skills
Certification to be set up by
September 2016 to infuse quality
into India’s skill development
ecosystem.

» Unutilized infrastructure in
existing engineering colleges to be
leveraged for skill training courses.

» Profit making Public Sector Units
(PSUs) will be mandated to scale
up apprenticeships, upto 10% of
total manpower, over the course of
this year. Private corporations are
also expected to follow suit.
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500 Pradhan
MantriKaushalKendras, which
will provide skill training free of
cost to be opened this year, to
impart training to India’s aspiring
youth.

50 Overseas Employment Skill
Training Centres to be opened this
year, in migratory pockets of the
country.

500 RozgarUtsavs will be held
across Industrial Training
Institutes (ITIs), Central Training
Institutes, PMKVY training
centres, toolrooms etc., to make
skill training aspirational amongst
youth.

A national skills competition,
known as ‘India Skills” will be
launched during 2016-2017, to
recognize the skills of India’s youth.
This will be an annual event.

This year, a national level
Convocation will be held for
candidates who successfully
complete ITI courses, to recognize
their success.

Over the next one year, the
capacity of ITIs to be further
enhanced from 18.5 lakhs to 25
lakhs and over 5000 new ITIs will
be created.

Traditional skills will be
recognized, nurtured and
promoted through informal
apprenticeships, under various
programmes. ®

(Siddharth Singh is a student of
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi)
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Modi Govt’s Digital India initiative aims
to empower society
e Siddharth Singh

Digital India mission, launched flagged off by Prime Minister
n 1 July 2015, was envisioned Narendra Modi, aimed to bridge the
with the aim to digitally-empower the digital gap and attract foreign
people of the country.The mission, investmentsinIndia.lt ensures thatall
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citizens will have electronic access to
government services. The mission also
seeks to provide high speed internet
services to the citizens. It also has
business-related services like ease of
doing business. Digital India is aimed
at transforming the country into a
digitally empowered society and a
knowledge economy.The Narendra
Modi government embarked on the
ambitious programme to bridge
India’s digital divide, connect
thousands of villages to the Internet
and create millions of jobs. The
programme is centred around three
key areas: digital infrastructure for all
the citizens of India; emphasis on
taking governance to people digitally
and providing services online; and the
overall digital empowerment of the
people.Providing free WiFi in trains
and at railway stations also comes
within the purview of Digital India.
The initiative, which lays emphasis on
e-governance, has a projected budget
of Rs 1,13,000 crore - an amount that
will be implemented to prepare the
country for knowledge-based
transformation.

While a broader dimension to e-
governance was imparted in the mid-
90s, the Modi government realised
their inadequacy and loopholes in
implementation and launched the
programme in order to transform the
entire ecosystem of public services
through the use of information and
technology. The Digital India
programme is, therefore, a campaign
cutting across ministries and realms
and is in continuum with several other
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initiatives such as Skill India.

One of the success stories from the
government’s side has been the
creation of the umbrella digital
platform “MyGov”. It was designed to
become an interface between the
people and the government.

The Modi regime plans to take
high-speed Internet to 2.5 lakh
villages- one in every panchayat- by
March 2017 by laying a network of
optic fibre cables, and 1.5 lakh post
offices in the next two years. These
post offices are to become Multi-
Service Centres for people. Several
services would be delivered online,
through e-governance, via payment
gateways and mobile platforms. Such
things as school/college certificates,
voter ID cards etc would be provided
online.

The government aims to train
nearly 1 crore students from small
towns and villages for the IT sector by
2020, along with strengthening BPOs
in northeastern states. Through ‘e-
Kranti” such services as in the realm
of health, education, farmers, justice,
security and financial inclusion would
be provided. Under the initiative WiFi
facilities would be set up in all varsities
across India.

As Narendra Modi-led NDA
government completes two years in
power, here are some of the most
important milestones under the
Digital India mission:

1. TheDigital India initiative boasts
a new scheme, called the
DigiLocker. The virtual locker, a
cloud-based platform where one



The

can securely store digital files, is
operated by Department of
Electronics & Information
Technology (DeitY). So far, the
Digilocker has fetched 18,98,358
registered users with 23,36,825
uploaded documents.

The Digital India also includes
the ambitious Smart Cities
scheme, which will help to
convert 100 cities across the
country into smart cities. The
government has allocated Rs 70.6
billion (US $1.2 billion) for Smart
Cities in Budget 2014-15. A few
smart cities are currently in the
development stage - including
Kochi Smart City, Gujarat
International Finance Tec-City
(GIFT) in Ahmedabad, Naya
Raipur in Chhattisgarh, Lavasa
in Maharashtra and Wave
Infratech’s 4,500-acre smart city
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near New Delhi.

Google has partnered with the
Indian Railways to provide free
wifi services at 100 major railway
stations. So far, Mumbai,
Bhuwaneshwar, Ujjain, Jaipur,
Patna among other cities have
been covered. RailTel, a PSU
which owns a Pan-India optic
fiber network exclusively on
railway track, has laid out over
45,000 kms of optic fibre
networks across the country,
which Google will utilise for its
Wi-Fi.

The smart cities project which is
possible only through the digital
revolution is set to create a 10-
15% rise in employment. o

(Siddharth Singh is a student of

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New

Delhi)
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he first National Disaster

Management Plan released by PM
Modi aims to make India disaster resilient
and reduce loss of lives. NDMP is the first
ever National plan prepared in the
country.The plan is based on the four
priority themes of the "Sendai
Framework," namely: understanding
disaster risk, improving disaster risk
governance, investing in disaster risk
reduction (through structural and non-
structural measures) and disaster
preparedness, early warning and building
back better in the aftermath of a disaster.

The plan covers all phases of disaster
management: prevention, mitigation,
response and recovery. It provides for
horizontal and vertical integration among
all the agencies and departments
of the Government. The
plan also spells out the
roles and responsibilities
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1stNational Disaster Management Plan

of all levels of Government right up to
Panchayat and Urban Local Body level in
a matrix format. The plan has a regional
approach, which will be beneficial not only
for disaster management but also for
development planning.

Itis designed in such a way that it can be
implemented in a scalable manner in all
phases of disaster management. It also
identifies major activities such as early
warning, information dissemination, medical
care, fuel, transportation, search and rescue,
evacuation, etc. to serve as a checklist for
agencies responding to a disaster. It also
provides a generalized framework for
recovery and offers flexibility to assess a
situation and build back better.

To prepare communities to cope with
disasters, it emphasizes on a greater
need for Information, Education and
Communication activities.

SPMRF Desk
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Empowerment and not entitlement
is the core philosophy of Modi Govt

= Siddharth Singh

mpowerment and not entitlement has

been the core philosophy underlying
the initiatives launched by the Modi
Government and probably it is one of its
biggest differentiators from the previous
governments. In the last two years that the
NDA has been in power, this philosophy
has found resonance in the numerous
schemes and programmes that the
government has introduced.

From the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
scheme, which aims at encouraging the
education of girl children by reversing
India’s declining child sex ratio, to the Stand
Up India programme for providing easy
funding to Dalit and female entrepreneurs
to its programmes aimed at providing a
social security net for all Indians, the
government’s focus has been on
empowering the socially and economically
disenfranchised sections of the society,
including Dalits, tribals and women.

Even while designing the social security
schemes, the Modi government has stuck
to the theme of empowerment over
entitlement, ensuring that in all of its social
security programmes, there are no free
handouts. Instead, it requires the beneficiary
to pay a small token amount to establish a
sense of ownership and to prevent
indifference. Whether it is life insurance or
accident insurance scheme or the ambitious
pension scheme, all require the beneficiary
to make a partial contribution to avail
themselves of the scheme.For instance,
under the Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima
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Yojana, an accidental death and full
disability cover of 2 lakh and a partial
disability cover of 1 lakh is available to a
policy holder, but they have to pay a
subsidized annual premium of Rs.
12.Similarly, in the Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana, people in the age group
18 to 50 years can get a life cover of 2 lakh
for an annual premium payment of Rs. 330.
Its flagship pension scheme—Atal Pension
Yojana—also requires the beneficiary to
contribute a fixed amount every year to
build the pension corpus along with the
incentive of a government contribution for
the first few years.

Besides these, the government has also
launched schemes to encourage
entrepreneurs to start their own businesses
as a way to empower them. The Mudra
Yojana aims to ensure that small
entrepreneurs get loans at low interest
rates to set up their business and for daily
working capital requirements. In addition,
the prime minister launched the Stand Up
India scheme, aimed specifically at
entrepreneurs belonging to Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes as well as
female entrepreneurs to help them take
loans at low interest rates. The NDA
government is well-intentioned when it
comes to the welfare of Dalits, tribals and
women and has helped these groups embark
on a journey of empowerment by way of
its schemes. ®

(Siddharth Singh is a student of
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi)
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LET’S HAVE A LEFT-
MUKT BHARAT

= Dr. Anirban Ganguly

’I"he CPI(M) and the communists
parties in general refuse to see the
writing on the wall; that of their
nearing politicaldecimation. They
continue to remain active as a
disruptive element on the political
canvas, injecting violence and
falsehood to maintain their hold

When in power or in majority, the
Communist Party of India (Marxist)
and all other types and genre of
communist parties in India have
always displayed the most intolerant
and fascist attitude, by hacking away
at democratic systems, frameworks,
institutions and approaches.
Communists have generally displayed
contempt and intolerance towards
any kind of opposition, be it political
or intellectual. When in a minority or
out of power, they cry wolf and deftly
act out the victim card, conjuring up
the spectre of violence and claiming
to be victims.

Years of mastering the techniques
of Goebbels like propaganda and
erecting a propaganda super-
structure, which has enabled them to
obfuscate issues and present a
narrative that is always insidiously
false and subversive in nature, the
communists have succeeding in the
keeping the lid on their records of
governance and human rights in
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India. While communism and
communist regimes the world over
have been exposed and their diabolic
record of governance has come out in
the open, the record of communism in
India is yet to be documented in its
entirety.

The prop of intellectualism has
been the Indian communist’s greatest
cover for carrying on, undetected,
their politics of violence and
retribution. Over the years, the
comrades have built up an ecosystem
of acolytes, adherents and drum-
beaters who are, at a given signal,
ready to justify, divert and
dialectically explain away the fads
and excesses of their co-ideologists as
the manifestations of an extreme
revolutionary urge to cleanse the
system of reactionaries and
revisionists.

Over the years, this network and
denial-web has worked to their
advantage, and the Indian
communists — though most
regressive and violent in nature and
outlook — have passed themselves off
before the world as the most suave,
articulate and conscientious
protectors of India’s social fabric and
national life. Never at the forefront of
social or community service, never at
the forefront when calamity strikes,



never at the forefront when India’s
integrity and safety is at stake — in
fact, on these counts, the comrades can
never ever equal the work of the RSS
— the comrades have only excelled in
widening faultlines, in keep embers of
potential conflict alive and in trying
to ensure that conflicts never abate
but exacerbate.

Such an approach to Indian polity
and public life has also ensured that
the comrades continue to be feted,
invited and celebrated among certain
academic cartels in the West — cartels,
whose sole research and academic
objective is to somehow prove, despite
contrary evidences and often lack of
evidences, that India under Narendra
Modi and the BJP is breaking and
unravelling at the seams. The last two
years, especially, have been
particularly bad for the Indian
comrades, faced as they with rising
political irrelevance, and now
academic marginalisation.

The comrades’ latest display of
acute fascism and Stalinism in the
form of extreme violence undertaken
with the intention of liquidating
political and intellectual opponents,
began on the night of May 19, with the
killing of BJP youth activist and
swayamsevakPramod, who was
battered with bricks by a communist
mob which was celebrating the LDF
victory in the just-concluded
Assembly election.

Eyewitnesses say 38 year-old
Pramod was attacked with bricks on
the head and was rushed in a critical
situation to the hospital at
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Kodungallur, later to another hospital
at Irinjalakkuda, and on becoming
unconscious was rushed to a third
hospital in Thrissur city, where he
finally succumbed. This was followed
by an unabated spate of attacks on
homes and establishments of BJP and
RSS workers, injuring and rendering
a large number of them homeless.
Women activists and youth activists
in Kerala are bearing the brunt of these
senseless attacks — with the self-
styled ‘liberals” remaining silent or
looking the other way.

The spate of murders of BJP and
RSS workers in Kerala has been on for
decades and it aggravated especially
from 2015 onwards, when the BJP
began to be perceived as emerging and
consolidating itself as a major force in
State politics. Just before the Assembly
election, a BJP worker and auto-
rickshaw driver E.K. Biju, for example,
who was ferrying school children, all
of them below 10 years of age, was
waylaid and attacked by the CPI(M)’s
henchmen in Kannur district and
lynched to death, with blood
spattering on the school uniforms and
bags of the children Biju was ferrying.
The comrades, having seen the BJP’s
electoral performance in the State,
have realised that the ground beneath
them will gradually shift away in the
years and force upon them into
oblivion and irrelevance in the State
(as in West Bengal). Therefore,
perhaps, there is desperation to take
recourse to third degree methods in
dealing with a political and
democratic opposition.



Much in the same the line that
they have followed in West Bengal
in over three decades, the comrades
have begun going about spreading
terror and panic, in the districts of
Kerala. In over three decades in
West Bengal, adopting the same line,
the comrades destroyed families,
killed and maimed thousands of
activists of opposition parties — then
mostly belonging to the Congress
and later to the Trinamool Congress.
It was, therefore, pitifully ironical to
see BuddhadebBhattacharjee share
stage with the confused Congress
scion Rahul Gandhi at an election
rally in Kolkata, and State Congress
chief AdhirRanjan Chowdhury,
felicitate Bhattacharya on the
occasion.

It was in 1998 that in a public
meeting in Behrampore in
Murshidabad, Bhattacharjee, then
Chief Minister, had called Chowdhury
“an anti-social element who is trying
to run a parallel administration” and
who should be “dragged by the hair
and locked up”. The blinded Congress
central leadership agreed to an
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alliance of political opportunism and
erected it over the memory and legacy
of its forgotten workers murdered by
the communists in West Bengal. Such
is the level of politics that the present
Congress leadership practices —
shorn of ideology, of principles and of
gratitude for the thousands of its
workers who sacrificed themselves
resisting communist rule in West
Bengal.

The CPI(M) and the communists
parties in general refuse to see the
writing on the wall — of their nearing
political decimation — and continue
to remain active as a disruptive
element in India’s body politic,
injecting violence and falsehood while
supporting elements that are clearly
inimical to the country’s well-being.
While Congress-mukt Bharat is
actively on the way to becoming a
reality, it is time to sound the bugle for
a Left-mukt or a communist-mukt
Bharat as well. Achieving this will
signal true azadi. ®

(The writer is Director, Dr Syama
Prasad Mookerjee Research
Foundation, New Delhi)
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INDIA'S WORLD OF DIPLOMAGY

A+ in foreign policy

= Vijay Chauthaiwale

n purely quantitative terms, the

Narendra Modi government’s
engagement with the world throws up
some interesting statistics. Mr Modi
has travelled to 33 nations and met
over 100 world leaders in the past two
years while external affairs minister
SushmaSwaraj made 34 bilateral
visits and met over 115 foreign
ministers. India evacuated thousands
of those stranded in strife-torn
Ukraine, Libya, Iraq and, most
notably, from Yemen, where over
6,000 were evacuated under
“Operation Raahat”, including 2,000
foreign nationals from 48 countries.
FDI has gone up by 40 per cent and
India has jumped 16 spots on the
World Economic Forum’s Global
Competitive Index.

But these numbers, though
important, tell only a part of the story.
In a globalising era, the key aspect of
foreign policy should be managing the
conflicting interests and expectations
of different countries and fine-tuning
these in our own interest. Earlier, we
were stuck on keeping Israel at arms’
length in the belief that this would
keep our traditional Gulf friends
happy (and also for domestic
votebank politics). But this
government has held three
unprecedented bilateral summits with
the UAE, Saudi Arabia and Iran (with
a Qatar visit coming soon), but also
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strengthened ties with Israel.

When Mr Modi met Israeli PM
Benjamin Netanyahu for the first time
in New York in September 2014, on the
UN General Assembly session’s
sidelines, an Israeli commentator
wrote that “the most important thing
Netanyahu did in New York wasn’t at
the UN”, it was meeting India’s new
PM. With Tehran and Riyadh backing
rival sides in the raging civil war in
Syria, it is noteworthy that PM Modi
has not only visited both countries in
a short span, but also got a rousing
welcome in both.

Ms Swaraj has already visited
Israel and there is huge anticipation
about Mr Modi's expected visit. While
the details are yet to be announced, as
and when it happens it will
undoubtedly be one of the most
significant events in the history of both
countries. Energy security is
undoubtedly one of the top priorities
of this government. The recent
Chabahar agreement between India,
Iran and Afghanistan will not only
give India earlier access to Iranian oil,
but also to Afghanistan, bypassing
Pakistan.

Africa is emerging as a major
player in supplying oil and natural
gas: the 16 per cent it contributes now
is likely to shoot up. Further, uranium
supply agreements with Australia
and Canada are further landmarks in
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achieving  energy  security.
Infrastructure development is another
key foreign policy focus. Japan is
funding the “bullet train” linking
Mumbai with Ahmedabad, and
separate infrastructure funds have
been announced with the US, Britain
and UAE. Almost every major country
is a partner in Smart City projects. Our
partnership with the major
democracies is being strengthened at
every level, most importantly with the
United States. Mr Modi has already
visited the US thrice in the past 24
months, and President Barack Obama
was chief guest at our Republic Day
celebrations last year.

Next month, PM Modi will pay an
unprecedented fourth visit to
America, and will address the US
Congress. Defence ties have been
significantly upgraded, with
ManoharParrikar and US defence
secretary Ashton Carter exchanging
visits, and the US-India Defence
Technology and Partnership Act, that
puts India at par with America’s Nato
allies, is before the US Senate. The
“Act East” policy is yielding
dividends: the results are visible in
Bangladesh, Myanmar, South Korea,
Singapore, Malaysia and Japan.
Japan’s PM Shino Abe developed a
strong personal chemistry with

Mr Modi long before he became
PM, as Japan (and Canada) were
regulars at the Vibrant Gujarat
Summits. Closer India-Japan ties are
being carefully watched globally,
specially in the context of China’s
rising assertiveness. Reviving
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civilisational ties is a unique aspect of
PM Modi’s foreign policy outreach.
Visits to temples in Bangladesh, Nepal
and Sri Lanka, a mosque in Abu Dhabi,
a Buddhist monastery in Mongolia
and to gurdwaras in Canada and Iran
symbolise this. The engagement with
the Indian diaspora worldwide is yet
another major step, involving the
community in bettering ties with host
countries. The grand public welcome
Mr Modi got in countries ranging
from the US, Britain and China is
unprecedented not only in Indian
political history, but for any political
leader worldwide.

While all these initiatives will
reap both short-term and long-term
benefits, there are still a few areas of
concern. India’s policy towards
Pakistan has been consistent, it has
made it clear that terrorism and talks
cannot go hand in hand. India, under
Manmohan Singh, made a tactical
error by delinking terror and talks in
the joint statement issued in July 2009
at Sharm EI Sheikh. We can’t afford
this, and the ball is now squarely in
Pakistan’s court, on how it responds
to Indian demands to act against the
perpetrators of terror living under
state protection who are involved in
the attacks in Mumbai and
Pathankot.

Enhanced China-Pakistan defence
and infrastructure ties, China’s
ambiguous stance on anti-India
terrorists on Pakistani soil and its
opposition to India’s entry into the
Nuclear Suppliers Group are adding
complexities in India-China relations.
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Nepal's highly fragmented polity and
its inability to take along all sections
of Nepalese society is yet another area
of concern for India. India has
traditionally had a close relationship
with Britain, and has strong ties with
almost all European Union nations.
The coming “Brexit” referendum in
the UK is likely to have a significant
impact on global geopolitics,
particularly if Britain decides to leave
the EU.

The relationship with the US has
matured enough to grow beyond
American domestic politics.
Therefore, irrespective of who wins in
November, the outcome of the US
presidential election is unlikely have
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any major adverse impact on India-
US relations. Two years back, when
Mr Modi was elected PM, no one had
imagined foreign policy would be
among his key success stories. But
right from the day of his swearing-in,
to which he had invited all the heads
of Saarc nations, the NDA
government has pursued a concerted
agenda of strengthening ties with all
nations of interest, rebuilding
civilisational and cultural bridges,
reinforcing national security priorities
and extending a helping hand to all
those in need, thereby making India a
significant player in global affairs. ®

(Courtesy: Deccan Chronicle,
May 28, 2016)
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Event Report of SPMRF Round table series: 27th May 2016
Discussion on “Cultural links: India
and South-East Asia”-present
achievements & future possibilities

r.Syama Prasad Mookerjee

Research Foundation (SPMRF)
organized a discussion on “Cultural
links: India and South-East Asia”-
present achievements & future
possibilities, on 27th May 2016 with
Mr. Rahul Goswami, UNESCO Expert
on Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)
& Advisor, UNESCO, Regional
Institute in Asia-Pacific Region for
Training in Intangible Culture
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Heritage (CRIHAP), Beijing. The
discussion was chaired by Mr. Shakti
Sinha IAS (retd) who is Former Chief
Secretary Goa, Former Power &
Finance Secretary Delhi, Former ]Jt.
Secretary PMO, Member, SPMRF
Advisory Council.

The discussion focused on the
cultural links of India with Southeast
Asian nations and how the new
dynamism in terms of India’s “Act



East Policy” can be fruitful in
building up on those relations.

Mr. Rahul Goswami began
his talk by tracing the cultural
relationships between India and
Southeast Asia back through
histories. He showed through his
PPT slides that how symbols and
structures used in India and
many countries in Southeast
Asiai.e. Indonesia and Thailand
are proof of shared culture and
civilization. He said that “The
cultural ties illustrates a key stepping
stone to build efficient and seamless
connections for a more cooperative,
prosperous, and integrated region. The
temples and monasteries of Angkor
Vat in Cambodia, Borobudur in
Indonesia, Shwedagon in Myanmar,
to name just a few, are standing
testimonies to the strong ties that have
existed between India and this region.
Suvannabhumi, the golden land, is a
term frequently used for Southeast
Asianregion.”

He also spoke of how in past Indian
culture has influenced the
development of kingdoms and
empires like Srivijaya in Sumatra and
the Majapahit in Java, Bali and the
Philippine archipelago. Indian
influence is still visible today in
Southeast Asian architecture, food,
pop culture, language and religion.
What is most remarkable of this
spread of culture is that it was not
spread by means of conquest or threat
to life of an individual or society but
by means of voluntary acceptance of
cultural and spiritual values of India.
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This lesson also brings forward the
beautiful idea that peace and
friendship with other nations, other
societies, other religions and other
cultures help our lives and make it
more meaningful. He also said that
“The most important source of study
of the remains of this cultural
intercourse and impact are the
Sanskrit inscriptions written in Indian
script. These have been found all over
the Southeast Asian region and a study
of these inscriptions and other
literature shows that the language,
literature, religious, political and

social institutions were greatly
influenced by India.”

The challenges and prospects of
how to build the relations stronger
were looked into and discussed as well.
Among those who participated were
Mr. P.P. Shrivastava I.A.S. (retd),
Former Member, North-Eastern
Council, Dr.Uttam Sinha, Fellow,
(IDSA), Amb. R. Dayakar, former
ambassador to Iraq and West Asia
and other young scholars and
researchers. o
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Independence can be meaningful
only if it becomes instrument for
expression of our Culture. 9 9



“The gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural,
social, economic and political can be rendered
possible through coordinated efforts of bands
of trained and disciplined Indians. Armed with
the knowledge of India's past glory and
greatness, her strength and weakness, it is they
who can place before their country a
programme of work, which while loyal to the
fundamental traditions of India civilisation
will be adapted to the changing conditions of
the modern world."

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943




