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But every and any ideology will not make a party a fit vehicle for ushering in a
democratic era. The ideology must not go counter to the spirit and ideals of
democracy itself. In fact in many a country democracy has suffered much at the
hands of those who have used democracy only to subvert it. The communist have
an ideology and claim to follow democratic means - only to ultimately put an
end to democracy. “Democracy”, to quote Dr. Radhakrishnan again, "has for its
basic principle the dignity and freedom of the individual. The free spirit of man
is responsible for all progress in human history. Any system which tends to
destroy the individual is undemocratic. The techniques of democratic way of life
are discussion, persuasion, compromise, give and take.” Therefore, any ideology
which is rigid and does not believe in human dignity and freedom will not suit a
democratic set-up. Such parties should either adapt their ideologies to
democratic conditions, or stop paving lip service to democracy.

- Pi. Deendayal Upadhyaya,
(Democracy & Political Parties,
February 27th, 1961,

Political Diary)
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Editorial

Elements who glorify terrorists &
terrorism need to be rejected

laying his party's true faith in the barrel of
e gun and its respect for terrorists, a senior
M functionary from the state of Jammu &
Kashmir desisted from calling Hizbul terrorist
Burhan Wani a "terrorist”. CPIM MLA from Kulgam
and state secretary of the party in J&K Mohammed
Yusuf Tarigami in a statement referred to Wani the
terrorist as "Burhan Wani and his associates.
Tarigami did not dare condemn the acts of terrorism
indulged in by Wani and his co-terrorist but rather
issued a long homily on what action must be taken
against security forces in the Valley.

In tune with Tarigami, CPIML leader Kavitha
Krishnan, forever in a state of war with India,
especially if that India happens to be ruled by a
dispensation she hates - in this case the BJP - termed
the gunning down of terrorist Wani as "extra judicial
killing." These are the types - Tarigami and Krishnan
et al- who encourage their cadres to dance and revel
at the death of our Jawans and soldiers. When in 2010
Jawans were mowed down by naxals in Chattisgarh,
a group of students in JNU, inspired by these
ideologies and leaders had organised a celebratory
dance. One never hears them condemning terrorism,
terrorists and their death dance. Violence fits well
into the political ideology that they peddle.

These types are also joined by a long line of
“illustrious"” pseudo-intellectuals who keep arguing
that Wani was not so much a terrorist but much more
a son of a "headmaster" who was done to death by
the Indian security agencies. They never discuss the
atrocities and killings that Wani engineered, these are
expressions of dissatisfaction, they lamely argue. A
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certain newspaper, founded in the past by the legendary Ram Nath Goenka,
that doyen of nationalist journalism, went so far as to mourn Wani's death by
metamorphosing its facebook page, much like it did in the case of Yakub Abdul
Razak Memon's hanging in July 2015, when it carried the banner headline,
"And they Hanged him." Clearly its founding goals have long been decimated
and the paper itself seems to have lost its way and is often seen standing by
those whose single-point and unequivocal aim is to see India dissipated and
dissolved.

One cannot even protest such reductionism lest one be labelled as a "hyper-
nationalist." The sole "rational” course, in order to be counted as an intellectual,
a liberal and sane by these types, is to sit back and applaud those who spit and
spite at the very idea of India and work to destabilise and crack her. Some, for
example, would even like you to believe how great a philosopher and thinker
is Zakir Naik, how deep and genuine his thoughts are and how sacrilegious it
Is to even doubt his intentions which are based on propagating "peace." For
these types, it does not matter that Naik's channels have always shown an
India minus Kashmir or that his sermons from hell are radicalising and
misguiding youth across countries.

Our elite and pampered intellectuals and their arm chair supporters in
politics mainly of the communist and naxal variety have in fact always revelled
at romanticising terror and terrorists. Ensconced in the santinised confines of
the national capital or in lvy League universities abroad, these unaccountable
intellectuals, plush with resources and media attention, have always pushed
through a world view which is tolerant of terrorism, of ideas that seek to break
India, of groups and conglomerates that push the unfulfilled agenda of "Gazwa-
e-Hind", the ultimate destruction of India. Yet their positions against those
who condemn terrorism and separatism have been of the most intolerant
variety.

Yet so alert are these counterfeit intellectuals that they always make sure to
avoid terming a terrorist as a terrorist, they avoid taking these elements head
on and when exposed, always hide behind the fig-leaf of human rights and
freedom of expression. Among them are those leaders - emerging as the soft
faces of separatism - who have started warning that talking to separatists is
the only way. In their days at the helm of affairs these very leaders proved
most ineffective in addressing the situation in Jammu & Kashmir.

It is the support that these so-called leaders, political parties and
intellectuals, have given to secessionism in Indian educational institutions that
has lead a handful of terrorists in the Valley to challenge the unity and integrity
of India. It is their support for calls to break India that has led to fountainheads
of terror like Hafiz Saeed and Salahuddin to issue dictates in support of
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terrorism in Kashmir. Their support to break-India elements within the country
have actually encouraged separatists and terrorists within the country and
beyond.

The communists and the naxals and their urban sympathisers have always
come out in support of disruptionists. They have always utilised a crisis within
the country to push forward their divisive agendas of conflict and hate and
have hardly ever come forward with an agenda that seeks to positively address
the situation. Through their support of terrorists and terrorism they are clearly
working against the interests of a large majority of Kashmiris who aspire to
move on and to join the march of prosperity, of possibilities and of
opportunities. Parties that are trapped in their outdated claptraps can scarcely
understand this new aspiration. Prime Minister Modi, in his two years has
often visited Kashmir, has directly addressed the people, has launched schemes
and initiatives and has always spoken of the need for the people to move ahead
in a spirit of aspiration and development. He has always demonstrated in
actual action - when he spent Diwali in the Kashmir to be by the side of the
flood affected sisters and brothers.

Who are those who are to benefit most from such an affirmative agenda, it
is the people of Kashmir. And who are those who are to lose most from such a
futuristic agenda full of a humanistic approach, it is the separatists, terrorists
and their sympathisers within the country and their masters and sponsors
across the border.

The situation in Kashmir, the killing of the Hizbul terrorist, Burhan Wani,
and Pakistan's perfidious agenda in that state is also exposing a number of
political and intellectual elements within the country who have never had
India's interest at heart; these have never been Indian in mind and spirit. The
sooner their agendas are exposed and rejected the better shall it be for the future
health of our democracy and our collective aspirations.

— Dr. Anirban Ganguly,
Director, SPMRF
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PM MODI'S VISION

Salient points of PM Modi's address in eleventh
Inter-State Council Meeting at New Delhi
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s HKkjr tSIs cM+s vkSj fofoekrk latksugga dh Hkh viuh vgfe;r gSA 14osa foUk
yksdra= e3ebate ;kfu okn&fooknyk;ksx dh vug'kalkvksa dh Lohd'fr ds IkFk
Deliberatiorkfu foospuk viRBjcussion dsaaeh; djksa esa jKT;ksa dh fgLIsnkjh 32 ¢frkrls
-kfu fopkj&foe'kZ Is gh ,slh uhfr;ka cu legtkdj 42 ¢fr'kr dj nh xbZ gSA ;kfu vc
gSa tks tehuh IPpkbZ dk €;ku jlkrh jgksks® @s ikl T;knk jkf'k vk jgh gS ftldk
rhuksa ckrsa] uhfr;ksa dks ¢Hkkoh rjmik#xals egah t:jr ds fglke Is dj jgs
ykus esa Hkh enn djrh gSaA baVj L\gSadkesidyvkidks ;s crkrs ga, [kg'kh gS fd fiNys
,d ,slk eap gS ftldk bLrseky uhfr;ks®'d&2015&16 esa jkT;ksa dks dsaee Is tks jde fey!
cukus vkSj mUgsa ykxw djus esa fdgSkaddgko"kZ 2014&15 dh rqyuk esa 21 cfrkr
gSA blfy, yksdra=] lekt vkSj gekjh jkfékd gSAblhrjgiapk;rksa vkSj LFkkuh; fudk;ksa
O;0LFkk dks etcwr djus ds fy,] bl eagkskl4osa foUk vk;ksx dh vofék esa 2 yk[k 87
cHkkoh mi;ksx fd;k tkuk pkfg, A gtkj djksM+ #i, dh jde feysxh tks fiNyh

s ns'k dk fodkl rHkh laHko gS tcCHkipdkQh viekd gSA
vkS;j jkT; lidkjsa daéks Is daékk feykdj pysaa frd lalkékuksa Is gksus okyh dekbZ esa
fdlh Hkh ljdkj ds fy, egf'dy gksxk fd dith jkT;ksa ds vfekdkjksa dk &;ku j[kk tk jgk gSA
flQZ vius ne ij dksbZ ;kstuk dks dke;kdk#;yk [knkuksa dh uhykeh Is jkT;ksa dks vkus
ldsA blfy, ftEesnkfj:ksa ds IkFk gh fokihlkyksa esa 3 yk[k 35 gtkj djksM+ #i, dh
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jde feysxhA dks;ys ds vykok Hkh nwisdkg@aA blfy, gekjs ns'k esa vkus okys dbZ Ikyk:
Is jkT;ksa dks 18 gtkj diksM+ #i, dhrgdeqgfu;k dkskilled Manpowemnsus dh

feysxhA blh rjf@AMPA dkuwu esa cnyfkerk gSA dsaee vkSj jkT;ksa dks feydj cPpksa di
ds tfj, cSad esa j[ks gq, djhc 40 gtkj djk8ttlk ,slk ekgkSy nsuk gksxk ftlesa os vkt

#i, dks Hkh jkT;ksa dks nsus dk ¢;kl thk:jkds fglkc Is [kgn dks rS;kj dj Idsa]

jok gSA vius gquj dk fodkl dj ldsaA

s baVj LVsV dkm@#ytre&State 8 iafMr nhu n;ky mike;k; th ds 'kCnksa
Relationsds IkFk gh mu fo"k;ksa ij Hidsppakgsa rks& f'k{kk ,d fuos'k gSA ge isM+&ikSé€
dk eap gS tks ns'k dh cM+h vkcknh I3kig)ikkssgq; muls dksbZ Qhl ugha ysrsA gesa
gSaA dSls uhfr&fuekkzj.k ds Lrj ij burkagksakdiS fd ;gh isM+&ikSeks vkxs tkdj gesa
lgy>kus ds fy, ,d jk; cukbZ tk Idrh g§kWDIhtu nsaxs] i;kZoj.k dh enn djsaxsA mlh
dSls ,d nwiljs IsijLij tgM+s fo"k;ksa dksrigyEk{K& Hkh ,d fuos'k gS ftldk ykHk lekt
tk Idrk gSA dks gksrk gSA

s vkt dh rkjh[k esa Ikékkj.k Ik vkekkj 21lohalnh dhvFkZO;oLFkk esa] ftl rig
dkMZ] yksxksa ds I'kfadj.k dk crhd cdix;Hqg'kyrk vkSj ;ksX;rk dh vko';drk gS]
gSAljdkjh enn ;k IfCIMh ij ftl O;fa dk mlesa ge IHkh dk nkf;Ro gS fd ukStokuksa ds
vfekdkj gS] vc mis gh bldk Qk;nk fey jgkdksbZ u digiblrt:j gksA gesa ukStokuksa
gS] iSlk Ineks mih ds [kkrs esa tk jgk d}@Adtisukuk gksxk édyasds IkFk Ikspsal]
Ikinf'kZrk rks vkbZ gh gS] gtkjksa djksMit 8f, tite boxlkspsa vkSj vius dke esa
cpr gks jgh gS ftls fodkl ds dke ij [kpZreative fn[ksaA

fd;k tk jgk gSA g ns'k dh vkarfjd lgj{kk dks rc rd

s fe=ksa] ckck lkgsc vEcsMdj us gtk Fkikgha fd;k tk Idrk] tc rd
fd& PHKKjr tSls ns'k esa Ikekftd lgekitetigence Sharingj Qksdl uk gks]
ekxZ mruk gh eqgf'dy gS] mruh gh vMtsafidssalesa vfekd rkyesy uk gks] gekjh igfyl
Hkjk ggvk gS ftruk LoxZ tkus dk ekxZAkeékddud Iksp vkSj rduhd Is ySI uk gksA geus
lkekftd Igekkj dh Iksprs gSa rks vkidks ekspsZ ij dkQh yack jkLrk r; fd;k gS
de] vkykspd T;knk feyrs gSalR A visfHiklgesa yxkrkj viuh dk;Z&dq'kyrk vkSj
mudh fy[kh ckrsa] mruh gh cklafxd gSfkbHy dks c<+krs pyuk gSA geaked; le;
vkykspukvksa Is cprs gqg,] gesa ,d nwiisRisdkiBkediguk gSA
lg;ksx djrs gq,] Ikekftd lgekkj dh ;kstukvksa ftryk gh ge vge fo"k:ksa ij ,d jk;
dks vkxs c<t+kus ij tksj nsuk gksxkA bygradseag@itike;kc gksaxs] mruk gh eqfdyksa dk
Ih ;kstukvksa dh :i&js[kk] uhfr Vk;k&ﬁgﬁ 8R& vkiku gksxkA bl ¢fd;k esa ge u
eq[;eaf=;ksa ds gh lc&xzqi us rS;kj giogeDoperative Federalisdhspirit

s baVj LVsV dkmafly esa ftl ,d wk&j dsaae&jkT; fj'rksa dks etcwr djsaxs cfYd
vge fo"k; ij ppkZ gksuh gS] og gS f'k{kk$kHldagikxfjdksa ds csgrj Hkfo"; dks Hkh Igfuf'pr
dh Icls cM+h rkdr gekjs ukStoku gh gisaks3®
djksM+ Is T;knk cPps vHkh Ldwy tkus okyh mez |
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PM MODI'S VISION

Salient points of PM Modi's address at the
Community event in Johannesburg, South Africa

-{\'PARTNERS IN PROSPEF

8 We may live on distant shores;
in different time zones; and on
different hemispheres; our ancestors
may have been separated in history; our
nationalities may be different; and our
support may be for different cricket
teams but, our common cultural,
religious and spiritual heritage ensured
that we remain close and connected.
Both, in our hearts and our minds,

g8 Centuries ago, our ancestors
travelled to the unknown shores of
South Africa. They faced hardship and
extreme poverty. Yet, they endured
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and kept going. Under decades of
Apartheid isolation, they not only

preserved their culture, traditions and

language.

8 In staying true to the Indian
ethos, of olg/kSo dqVgiedaption that
the world is a family, you have cared
for others. And, in so doing you have
also echoed the South African ethos of
Umuntu Ngumuntu Ngabantu (You are
what you are because of other people)

8 In many ways, what Indian
diaspora stands for all over the world
today is because of what your



forefathers were able to achieve
despite all adversities.

g8 It was here that Mahatma
Gandhi conceptualised his politics.
This is the birthplace of Satyagraha.
South Africa transformed Mohandas
into a Mahatma.

8 South Africais a sacred land. It

PM MODI'S VISION

healthy growth rate of 7.6% this year.
We are working to grow over 8% and
more in the years ahead. India's
dynamism is not of mere words. It is
driven by concrete action. And, is
defined by our commitment to change
the face of the Indian economy. Not,
just through sustained rapid

is the land of Madiba, and the dezHkwi§Onomic growth. But, through

of Mahatma Gandhi. The path these
two great men have shown us, and the
freedom that they have won for us, is
an inspiration for all of mankind.
Their tireless spirit, courage and
moral force will remain a guiding

beacon for the generations to come.

The Mahatma led India's march to
freedom from the British, which gave
birth to modern India. The forgiveness
of Nelson Mandela and his Long
March to Freedom gave rise to A
Rainbow Nation.

8 We live in aworld that is inter-
dependent and hyper-connected.
Many of you are now closely engaged
with developments in India. Your
desire to connect with the lands of
your forefathers may be an emotional
urge. But, you need not limit yourself
to that alone.

8 India, today, is also a land of
opportunity for those who want to:
Connect and collaborate; Innovate
and create;Trade and Invest; and
Produce and Engineer.

8 India is today one of the
brightest spots in the global economy.
In a world marked by reducing
growth rates and economic
slowdown, India has registered a

The
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multiple transformations.

g8 Transformations that aim to
uplift: India's 1.25 billion people;its
500 cities; and its six hundred
thousand villages.

g8 Backed by the strength of the
best information technology
specialists in the world, we are also
shaping a digital revolution.A
revolution that would change the
way:.a government engages with its
citizens;a business interacts with its
clients; and a society relates to its old
and new structures.

8 There is a wave of new
momentum in our villages. The cities
are full of enterprise and energy. There
is confidence in our youth. And, the
citizens of India are full of optimism.

8 India's rise is a story of: Rare
resilience: Renewed resurgence;
superb speed; and spectacular scale.

g8 Today, India's success story can
be define in just four letters. They are
letters of HOPE, where: H is for:
Harmony; O for: Optimism; P for:
Potential; and E for: Energy.And the
credit for this does not go to Modi. It
goes to 1.25 billion people of India.
And, to the fact that they placed their
faith in my government and gave it a
mandate to govern. |
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Requirements for the NAM initiative to

Help Transform Indian Agriculture

@ Professor Mukul Asher
@ Stuti Rawat

he Prime Minister Narendra Modi

~led government has announced
the ambitious goal of doubling income
of farmers by 2022 Progressing
towards such a goal requires
integrated economic, institutional,
technological and governance reform
initiatives not just in agriculture
sector, but also in power, roads, and
other infrastructure particularly in
rural areas, with a view to crowd-in
private investment through well
conceived and executed public sector
investments.

It is also essential to keep overall
economic growth which is broad-
based at a fairly high level. According
to World Bank’s Global Economic
Prospects India’s real GDP growth for
2015 and 2016 is estimated at 7.6%, in
contrast, for advanced countries, the
growth rates are 1.8 and 1.7 percent
respectively. India needs to sustain
this level of growth inspite of the
difficult global economic environment
if it is to narrow the gap with higher
per capita income countries.

A stronger agriculture sector could
also help expand the trade surplus
accruing from it. In 2014, agriculture
products constituted 13.5 percent of
India’s exports but only 5.9 percent of
its imports (merchandise trade for
2014), generating a modest trade
surplus of USD 16.1billion, while the
rest of the merchandise trade
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exhibited a deficit of USD 141.4
billion. India’s agricultural surplus
was larger than its surplus in services
of USD 8.7 billion. Ability to generate
significant trade surplus in agriculture
could also benefit pursuance of India’s
soft diplomacy.

India is among the major global
producers of agricultural
commodities, and of fruits and
vegetables. It ranks second globally in
rice and wheat, is among the largest
producer of pulses (but also large
importer of pulses), and the second
largest producer of fruits and
vegetables, a significant proportion of
the production is however wasted due
to relative underdevelopment of the
food processing industry. It also has
varied climatic conditions which
could facilitate diversification in both
agriculture and horticulture crops.
However, India’s cultivable land to
population ratio has been declining
due to competing demands on land
from other uses and accelerated, in
some cases, by declining profitability
of traditional agricultural crops. This
has been accentuated by land
fragmentation, particularly in states
such as West Bengal. Consequently
while the share of agriculture in GDP
was 17.4 percent in 2014-15, about half
the population derives main
livelihood from this sector.

The agriculture sector therefore is
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deservedly receiving renewed policy
focus from the current NDA
government. The sector needs
investments, more outcome-oriented
use of relevant technology, and
marketing, and supply chain reforms.
In addition to the National
Agriculture Market (NAM), the
government has also launched the
National Energy Efficient Agriculture
Pumps Programme (NEAPP), and the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana (PMKSY) to help minimize
water and energy inputs per unit of
output; and to improve agricultural
marketing efficiency, which in turn
could broaden agricultural supply
chains and lead them to higher value
creation. The government is
attempting to develop nation-wide e-
platform for plantation crops such as
tea. FDI (Foreign Direct Investment)
norms for plantation sector have also
been substantially liberalized. In June
2016, thegovernment has permitted
100 percent FDI under government
approval route for food sector
manufacturing, and trading,
marketing through e-commerce.

This column focuses on NAM,
explaining its need, operational
features, economic rationale, and
requirements for achieving desired
outcomes.

Need to Address Inefficient,
Distorted and Opaque Agricultural
Markets

Agricultural markets or * mandisas
they are commonly known, are usually
where sale and purchase of
agricultural products takes place. In
India these are administered through
Agricultural Produce Market
Committees (APMCs) through
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various states APMC Acts. Under this,
the geographical area of the state is
divided into different market areas
with each falling under the
jurisdiction of a market committee.
The first sale of agricultural
commodities such as cereals, pulses,
vegetables, fruits and even products
like chicken, fish can be conducted
only through commission agents, who
have been licensed by the APMCs. The
Act permits different taxes and
charges to be levied on the trade
conducted in Mandis, whose ultimate
burden is on the consumers. To the
extent these are not proportionate to
real economic activity, they
unnecessarily reduce real household
income and welfare.

Despite amendments to make the
act less restrictive, notably in 2003
under the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), such as allowing non-
state actors to set up market areas (as
opposed to it being the prerogative of
state governments alone, as was the
case earlier), amended provisions
have been implemented to different
degrees by states, under whose
jurisdiction the agriculture sector falls
under India’s  constitution.
Consequently APMCs wield
considerable monopoly power and
under various categories end up
charging multiple fees of substantial
magnitude. These vary widely
between states, inducing distortions in
the market due to a cascading effect
on the final price of the commodity.
Even within a state, the fragmentation
of markets hinders free flow of
agricultural commodities from one
market area to another, resulting in
higher prices for the consumer
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without any commensurate benefit to
the farmer. Further, revenue earned by
APMCs does not go to the state
treasury and hence is exempt from
legislative and auditing oversight.

The APMC operations exhibit non
—transparency, and lack of
accountability, and have created
substantial local (and sometimes
regional) monopoly power, which
often translates into political power.
The resulting distributional coalitions
whose interests lie in rent-seeking
rather than in the well-being of
farmers, have led resistance to
substantive reforms of the current
inefficient agricultural marketing
practices.

The Maharashtra government has
given in-principle approval to farmers
to sell fruits and vegetables directly to
buyers as well as through APMCs of
the state. The APMCs charge
commission of 12 percent, which the
farmers need not incur in selling
directly. Farmers however will still
incur the costs of marketing function
undertaken by them. Implementation
to take into account transition issues,
including overcoming resistance of

entrenched APMC interests in
restricting farmers’ economic
freedoms will be necessary. The above
Initiative will facilitate

implementation of NAM.
Operational Aspects of NAM:

On April 14 2016, the National
Agriculture Market was officially
launched with the inauguration of the
pilot of the electronic trading platform
for agricultural produce or e-NAM . e-
NAM makes use of ICT to network
existing APMC Mandis into an online
trading platform at the national and

The
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state level. This promotes transparent
sale transactions and real time price
discovery that is based on actual
demand and supply. At present M/s.
Nagarjuna Fertilizers and Chemicals
Ltd. has been designated as the
Strategic Partner (SP) responsible for
development, operation and
maintenance of the platform.

In addition to e-NAM, the other
components of NAM include a more
liberal licensing regime for traders,
buyers, commission agents, that do not
require physical presence or shop
premises in the yard. This promotes
greater competition and limits the
monopoly power of existing agents.
Other features of NAM include
validity of a single license for a trader
across markets in the state, a single
point of levy of the market fees and
harmonisation of agricultural produce
standards, and quantities, essential for
larger scale trading. This is expected
to lead to uniformity and streamlined
procedures across integrated markets.

In the current set-up, due to the
perishable nature of goods, small
guantities and the need for liquidity,
farmers often sell at low prices, with
most of the gains accruing to
intermediaries and retailers. For
farmers, the establishment of NAM
and e-NAM would mean more options
for selling their products and
receiving prices commensurate with
guality. The aggregation challenge
(aggregating small quantity by each
farmer into larger volumes) however
will need to be addressed. Initially
focusing on larger mandis to provide
leadership could be useful, but for



broader impact the aggregation
challenge must be met. Consumers too
benefit from better quality produce,
available at more reasonable prices.
Traders and bulk buyers gain from
access to a larger national market for
secondary trading. Finally, for Mandis
a freely accessible ICT platform
reduces manpower, book-keeping and
reporting requirements, while at the
same time reducing the inefficiencies
in tendering and auctioning.
Economic Rationale: The economic
rationale behind the NAM thus, is to
reduce asymmetries of information
that farmers and traders face in
marketing their produce and to lower
transactions’ cost that accrue from
high levels of market charges and
movement controls. Moreover, by
moving trade to an open access
electronic platform, the monopoly
power exercised within APMCs and
by them is curbed. Transparency in
operations is also promoted. Over the
long term and with the nation-wide
implementation of the NAM, it is
expected that there will be a transfer
of knowledge and inputs across states.
Another crucial area where the NAM
may be useful will be in controlling
food losses. Post-harvest losses in a
developing country such as India
result from a combination of poor
infrastructure, technical and
managerial practices. In 2013, almost
7 million tonnes were discarded as
vegetable waste which constituted
about 5.8% of total vegetable
production. While better
infrastructure and storage facilities
are essential,as recommended by the
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restructuring of the Food Corporation
of India (FCI), setting up such systems
will take time. Thus simultaneously,
faster movement of produce through
lower movement control and
immediate price realisation as
enabled by NAM, will help contain
some of these food losses.

NAM: Requirements for Success

States seeking assistance under the
NAM scheme need to undertake three
reforms -the validity of a single license
across the State, a single point levy of
market fee, and fulfilling the provision
for electronic auction as a mode for
price discovery. Thus, states need to
ensure that NAM-connected Mandis
have requisite online connectivity,
hardware and assaying equipment.
Agriculture is primarily a State
responsibility under the Constitution .
So itis up to each state to not only fulfil
these conditions, but to link them
effectively with other initiatives of the
Union government.

Currently, small and marginal
farmers in many states, do not take
their produce to the Mandi, selling
instead to local level private traders
and retailors in their neighbourhood
(this ratio being well above 50% for
some crops). Thus a substantive
challenge would be to find ways to
allow the benefits of NAM to reach
them.

As of April 2016, 21 Mandis from
eight states (Gujarat, Telangana,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Jharkhand, and
Himachal Pradesh) have been linked
to the NAM, with common tradable
parameters being developed for 25
commodities. In-principal approval
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has been granted to four other states -
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, U.T. of
Chandigarh and Andhra Pradesh.
The final target is to link 585
markets to the NAM by 2018. But
given that there exist over 7,000
regulated markets (principal markets
and sub-markets), there is still

substantial effort needed until a truly
unified national agricultural market is
fully realised. But a promising start

has been made. There will need to be
policy coherence and organizational

co-ordination among agriculture, food

processing, food and civil supplies,

road transportation, highways, and
finance ministry if NAM, as part of an

integrated program is to achieve its

objectives.

An instrument which may be

useful is a feedback loop mechanism
to refine NAM as it progresses by
developing an appropriate dashboard

to monitor its quantitative and

gqualitative
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agricultural markets, value addition
and farmers’ incomes. Such measures
will be consistent with making
agricultural sector activities, and its
inter-linkages with other sectors more
professionally managed, informed by
technological and other knowledge
inputs. A key criteria for measuring
the success of NAM would be how far
NAM, in conjunction with other
initiatives, assists in improving India’s
agricultural surplus in merchandise
trade, and strengthens the linkages
between the agriculture, industry and
services sector. |

(Professor Mukul Asher, s
Professorial Fellow, National University
of Singapore, and Distinguished Fellow,
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research
Foundation, New Delhi, Stuti Rawat, is
a PhD Student, at Lee Kuan Yew School
of Public Policy, National University of
Singapore.)
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Indian National Intellectual Property

Rights Policy, 2016: Some Highlights
@ Anasua Mukherjee Das

On 12 May 2016, the Indian
government approved its first
ever National Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) Policy*. This National
Policy was drafted by an independent
IPR Think Tank that consisted of six
members, chaired by Justice (retired)
Prabha Sridevan. A draft Policy was
prepared after consultation with the
IP experts, IP lawyers, academics,
scientists, activists, and user groups,
which was released on 19th December
2014 for public comments. After
gathering inputs at the national and
state-level against the circulated draft,
the IPR Think Tank finalized the
policy. The Union Cabinet finally
approved the National Policy in May
2016. The main focus of this policy is
given to the slogan of “Creative India,
Innovative India”, which
subsequently is aligned to different
government initiatives and missions
in recent times that include ‘Atal
Innovation Mission’, ‘Make in India’,
‘Start-Up India’, and ‘Stand-Up India’
promoting creativity, innovation and
youth-led entrepreneurship in the
country.

The guiding principles of the Policy
are explicitly elaborated in its Vision
and Mission statements. The stated
Vision of this Policy is: “An India
where creativity and innovation are
stimulated by Intellectual Property for
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the benefit of all; an India where
intellectual property promotes
advancement in science and
technology, arts and culture,
traditional knowledge and
biodiversity resources; an India where
knowledge is the main driver of
development, and knowledge owned
is transformed into knowledge
shared”. While, the stated Mission of
the Policy is to: “Stimulate a dynamic,
vibrant and balanced intellectual
property rights system in India and to:
(a) foster creativity and innovation
and thereby, promote
entrepreneurship and enhance socio-
economic and cultural development,
and (b) focus on enhancing access to
healthcare, food security and
environmental protection, among
other sectors of vital social, economic
and technological importance” 2.

The scope of the Policy
encompasses all legislations related to
intellectual property protection for
the inventors, creators, designers, and
entrepreneurs in the country, namely,
the Patents Act, 1970; Trade Marks
Act, 1999; Designs Act, 2000;
Geographical Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection) Act,
1999; Copyright Act, 1957,
Semiconductor Integrated Circuits
Layout-Design (SICLD) Act, 2000;
Protection of Plant Varieties and
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Farmers’ Rights Act, 2001; and
Biological Diversity Act, 2002. The
Policy provides the guided principles
of administration of eight aforesaid
National Acts. The Policy also
proposes administration of related IPR
Acts from a single line ministry, i.e.
Department of Industrial Policy and
Promotion (DIPP) under the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry. Thus, IP
resources under the Copyright Act
and the SICLD Act are brought to
DIPP respectively from the Ministry
of Human Resource Development
(MHRD) and the Department of
Electronics and Information
Technology (DeitY). Henceforth, DIPP
will administer, admit applications,
and maintain the respective registry
for patents, trademarks, industrial
designs, copyrights, SICLD, and
geographical indications of goods. The
ministries, namely, Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, and
the Ministry of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change continue to
administer the IP resources under the
Biological Diversity Act and
Protection of Plant Varieties and
Farmers’ Rights Act.

The Policy then emphasizes on
safeguarding traditional knowledge
(TK), genetic resources (GR)
traditional cultural expressions (TCE)
and folklores, which are essential for
maintaining cultural diversity and
unique identity of the country and the
regions. Here, the Policy suggests
widening the scope of the existing
Traditional Knowledge Digital
Library (TKDL.res.in) by including
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different IP resources beyond the
Indian systems of medicine.

The IPR Policy also recognizes the
interests of marginalized patients in
developing countries as identified
from its texts: “the contribution of the
Indian pharmaceutical sector in
enabling access to affordable
medicines globally and its
transformation to being the pharmacy
of the world...”. India is also a
signatory to the recently adopted
United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). One of
the targets of SDG 3 (Good Health and
Well-Being) emphasizes on easy and
equitable access to medicines and
vaccines. The Target states, “3.B
Support the research and
development of vaccines and
medicines for the communicable and
non-communicable diseases that
primarily affect developing countries,
provide access to affordable essential
medicines and vaccines, in accordance
with the Doha Declaration on the
TRIPS Agreement and Public Health,
which affirms the right of developing
countries to use to the full the
provisions in the Agreement on
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights regarding flexibilities
to protect public health, and, in
particular, provide access to
medicines for all.” The majority of
critics of this IPR Policy are
apprehensive on weak provisions of
affordable medicines and agro seeds
in the IPR Policy documents.
However, DIPP broadens its resources
for safeguarding the interests of
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marginalized or poor patients. The IP administrators in the country also
recognize the provisions in SDGs and commitments of Government of India.

The Policy also emphasizes on operational strategies in strengthening IP
incubation and facilitation centres in different creative and innovative
organizations for improving their institutional IP portfolios at par with the
global standards. The Atal Innovation Mission also has similar operational
objectives. Thus, the IP awareness and capacity development in the industries,
MSMEs (micro, small and medium enterprises), startups, R&D institutions,
science & technology institutions, universities, and colleges are given priority
for the early foundation of a holistic and conducive innovation ecosystem in
the country. While building strong IP-led cultures in the country, India’s
economic growth and technological progress would make a significant impact
in other areas of human development such as poverty alleviation and zero
hunger. I

Table 1: Intellectual Property Administrators in India

# $ % # $ &
& ' $
) * + ) +)' *
$
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la?k cuke xka/kh dh cgl ij vnkyrh lcd

@ f'kokuUn f}osnh

tknh ds ckn Is gh jk"V2h; Lo;alstiduwuh rkSj la?k cuke jkgqy xka/kh dk ;g
V la?k ds flkykQ oSpkfjd Lrj ij geg&eyk vkSj blij vnkyr dk #[k egt ,d
gksrs jgs gSaA la?k ds fl[kykQ fu;ksttkuvexh®qgdnes rd Ihfefr ugha gS] cfYd blds
rF; x<+us vkSj mUgsa dqrdksaZ Is Ikiaikdjkak;ds gSaA vnkyr ds bl vkns'k dks
fy,vyx&vyx nkSj esa dkaxzsl dh ljdigkstkZ esa j[kdj vxj bl ekeys dk fo'ys"k.k
1kjk Hkh cqgf)thfo;ksa dh ,d cM+h ykWithk Skkjritk ;g ,d ,sfrgkfld fu.kZ; dgk
x;hA okeiaFkh fopkj okys cksQsllIZ] bfitgktidkjpSA pwifd la?k dks cnuke djus ds
lkfgR;dkj Ifgr reke yksxksa }kjk la?ky,d8 ns'k ds rFkkdfFkr bfrgkldkjksa] ys[kdksa
flkykQ ,d vke ,dk rS;kj djds n'kdksa,tsa IkfgR;dkjksa }kjk rF;ksa Is brj eux<+ar <ax
la?k dks cnuke djus dh dksf'k'k dh tkitk jghn reke yQkft;ka dh x;h gSa ftudk u
gSA oSls rks okeiaFkh fopkj/kkjk dsris[leaks&dkikls dksbZ ysuk&nsuk gS vkSj u gh
la?k ij reke vkjksi yxk;s tkrs jgs gSa gkfehiZz dkuwuh vk/kkj gSA
mu IHkh vkjksiksa esa lokZf/kd ckj ;g ;gkiksiHkh <ax Is |c yksxksa dks crkus dh
yxk;k tkrk gS fd 'xka/kh dh gR;k la?k }k&kdinkj dksf'k'k ns'k ds bfrgkldkjksa us dHkh
x;h FKhA njvly bl okD; dks xks;cY! dggha dh fd xka/kh dh gR;k fdlus dh Fkh \
fl)karksa Is nks dne vkxs c<dj cksyk tkrkegkSj ij yksx xksMls dk uke ysrs gSa ysfdu
gSA bruh ckj bl >wB dks cksyk x;k gSdatkiccgqr de yksxksa dks irk gS fd xka/kh dh
dbZ eklwe le> okys yksxksa dks ;g lgRxusls vijk/k esa ukFkwjke xksMls vkSj ukijk;.k
yxk FKkA gkykafd ;g Hkh ,d rF; gS fd laRR#sdks Qkalh dh Itk ggbZ FkhA tcfd xka/kh
flkykQ cekf.kd :ils vHkh rd ,slk dgN Hjieik esa lafylrrk ds vijk/k esa enuyky ikgok]
bu la?k&fojks/kh fopkj/kkjk ds ys[kdKea kiksjdghigr dgN yksxksa dks mez dSn ggbZ
fey ldk gS ftlds vk/kkj ij lafo/kkulEerFkhA ;g Ikjh ¢fd;k dkuwuh rkSj ij vnkyrh
vnkyrh ¢f@;k esa la?k dks pqukSrh ntaldkafetggbZ vkSj nksf'k;ksa dks Itk Hkh feyl
ds f[kykQ bl c;ku dk mi;ksx dkaxzshidekSjku Hkh iafMr 