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Party, Philosophy & Discipline

Which is a good party? Evidently the one that is not
simply a collection of individuals but is a body corporate
with a distinctive purposeful existence, different from its
desire to capture power. Political power should be a
means rather than an end to the members of such a party.
There should be devotion to a cause in the rank and file
of the party. Devotion leads to dedication and discipline.
Discipline does not mean simply outward conformity to
certain do's and don'ts. The more you impose discipline
from above the less is the internal strength of the party.
Discipline is to a party what Dharma is to a society.

Let the different political parties try to evolve a
philosophy for themselves. Let them not be mere
conglomerations of persons joined together for some
selfish ends. It should be something different from a
commercial undertaking or a joint stock company. It is
also necessary that the philosophy of the party is not kept
confined to the pages of the party manifesto. Members
should understand it and devote themselves to translat-
ing it into action.

The question of discipline in the rank of a party is
important not only to keep the party in perfect health but
also because of its bearing on the conduct of the people
in general. A government is primar ily an instrument of
conservation and protection and not of destruction, or
change. To inculcate reverence for law in the people
demands that the parties who aspire to be guardians of
law should themselves set an example in this direction.
The essence of democracy is a spirit of, and capacity for,
self-governance. If the parties cannot govern themselves
how can they hope to create in the community a desire
for self-governance? While on the one hand it is essential
for the community to guarantee and protect individual
freedom it is desirable, on the other hand, for the
individual to willingly submit to the general will. The
greater this submission the less will be the coercive
power of the State. In a party whose affairs are regulated
not by any state law but by the decisions voluntarily
accepted by the party units, one can set an example of
how best individual freedom and social responsibility
can be balanced. It is, therefore necessary for the parties
to prescribe a code of conduct for their members and to
strictly follow it.

-Deendayal Upadhyaya
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Editorial

Balance between Domestic Dynamism and
Global Outreach has Been Well Laid

The
Nationalist

015 for the Narendra Modi

government was indeed a year

of consolidation and of striving to keep
promises. Regardless of the cacophony of the
mandate losers, Prime Minister Modi continued
with his speed and his direction, determined to
place India dynamically on the global map.

While laying new roads, enhancing
connectivity, lighting up villages that have not
seen the touch of electricity even in six decades,
while launching and completing a nationwide
exercise of consultation on how India’s new
education policy must look, Prime Minister Modi
and his team have relentlessly worked to make
India’s voice heard on the world stage. The
programme for rural electrification, the MUDRA
disbursement, have all attained a steady pace of
performance and delivery. The innovative
PAHAL, the give it up campaign, has been so
successful that it has been acknowledged by the
Guinness Book of World Records as the largest
cash transfer program (households).

The Indian effort at Paris and the launching
of the Solar Alliance platform, an innovative
and watershed intervention and proposal by
India, generated a new wave of optimism among
nations that were trying to articulate their hopes
and vision on climate change.

Prime Minister Modi’s launch of the special
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music album on India’s age-old environmental
consciousness along with the French President
Hollande and the articulation of India’s
civilisational vision of the environment and of
how a balanced and cohesive living was always
the Bharatiya ideal caught the attention of
representatives of the global community
gathered in the Paris Climate meet. When he told
the friends of India audience in Moscow that
situations have changed now and India plays a
role in every crucial global decision, Prime
Minister Modi was essentially referring to this
approach of responsibility that India has begun
to display on the world stage.

From putting India’s Russia connect on track,
to articulating a dynamic terms of engagement
with ASEAN and the entire southeast Asian region,
to dynamising India’s connect with Central Asia
and her special and multi-dimensional relation
with Japan, to reaching out to the Buddhist world
and calling for a partnership that aspires to work
for conflict avoidance based on the East’s
civilisational vision and to untiringly articulating
the need to formulate a cohesive and consistent
approach to terrorism, Prime Minister Modi’s
efforts on the global front have been multi-hued
and well recognized.

The balance between domestic dynamism
and a global outreach has been well laid. There
has been no deviation from the vision and
commitment of “development with and for all”,
the naysayers notwithstanding. 2016 augurs
well.

— Dr. Anirban Ganguly,
Director, SPMRF
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Salient points of PIMI Modi’s speech at
Combined Commanders Conference on board
INSVikramaditya at Sea

ole of India Armed Forces:

The Indian Armed Forces have

Iways been knownnotjust for

the power they represent, but by the
maturity and responsibility with
which they wield it. They defend our
seas and protect our borders. They
keep our nation secure and our
citizens safe. And, in calamity and
conflicts, they do more than just bring
relief and hope to our people. They lift
the spirit of the nation and win the
trust of the world. Our forces reflect
our nation’s diversity and its unity.
They embody the timeless culture of
India and the finest tradition of our
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military. And, their success comes
from the leadership that you provide.

Our Commitment: We have moved
with speed to implement the One Rank
One Pension promise that had
remained unfulfilled for decades. And,
we will build the National War
Memorial and Museum that you so
richly deserve in the heart of our
nation’s capital. We will also improve
skills and opportunities for our ex-
servicemen, so that when they leave
the Service, they can still serve the
nation with pride and dignity.

Foreign Policy approach: In an
inter-dependent world, India’s



transformation is closely linked with
our international partnerships. And,
so is our security. So, there is new
intensity and purpose in our foreign
policy. Across the world, India is seen
not just as a new bright spot of the
global economy. It is also seen as an
anchor for regional and global peace,
security and stability. And, as the
world seeks to deal with rising threat
of terrorism and radicalism, countries
across all regions, including in the

Our Commitment: We have moved
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cooperation and promote stability and
prosperity in our region. There are
many challenges and barriers on the
path. But, the effort is worth it,
because the peace dividends are huge
and the future of our children is at
stake. So, we will test their intentions
to define the path ahead. For this, we
have started a new NSA-level
dialogue to bring security experts face
to face with each other. But, we will
never drop our guard on security and
we will continue to judge
progress on their
commitments on terrorism.

with speed to implement the One Rank
One Pension promise that had remained
unfulfilled for decades. And, we will build
the National War Memorial and Museum
that you so richly deserve in the heart
of our nation’s capital. We will also
improve skills and opportunities for our
ex-servicemen, so that when they leave
the Service, they can still serve the
nation with pride and dignity.

Islamic world, have reached out to

Beyond Border: As our
security horizons and
responsibilities extend beyond
our shores and borders, we
must prepare our forces for
range and mobility. We must
also have a comprehensive
strategy for external defence
engagement, to develop our
capabilities and fulfill our
responsibilities to advance
peace and stability, including

in our extended maritime region.

seek cooperation with India. Above all,
it is our neighbourhood that is most
critical for our future and for our place
in the world. We see terrorism and
ceasefire violations; reckless nuclear
build up and threats; border
transgressions; and, continuing
military modernization and
expansion.

On Pakistan: We are engaging
Pakistan to try and turn the course of
history, bring an end to terrorism,
build peaceful relations, advance

The
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Our UN peace mission: We have
kept peace in the blue helmet of the
UN. And, our forces can be messengers
of peace and hope, for example, by
taking medical ships to remote island
nations, and building relations with
other militaries.
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Salient points of PIMI’s speech
at Jagran Forum
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2| U GAT § FGS DI, ST G B
A BT | MO <@T R 349 a1 SRT
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qR qY S OeAT ugdl 2 g
assimilate &1 gsar 2, g A
3MY BT HUETH BHIAT U Al HUFTTH
HRAT ST & | 3R MR H5™ wadl © al
X =Rl ¥ convince R #Ra I
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g f& AR <2 &1 economy &I B
drive TRdT g | H—HH o & o I8
ST 12—15 980 I9—9S DIRURE BTSHY &,
SRAI—TRAT TYY BT 9T AT & | S 2T,
< P economy B AT T H HIH

qTd—deTd Al ®I AT of B Al
BIAT B | B9 39 D A el el A |
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9gd 991 FHORMEE B AHAT 2| TH
I AHas Bl D 9918 | 39 W AR
fhar 91 8rm | H |HsIr g b SHs
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Hels s & Rygldl H #9711 §
qre—d1e SR dcd T I8 AR I8
a9 T ' R Rien - Qe
BT HeF BIAT IBAl & Sadl Aldbdid
qTehel HSTgd BIC & | I8 BN T8 Helyd
I 81 2| SHfelY 59 g9 dAidbdd @l
g1 B & Al 89 I Hd qrdl Bl of
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Importance of Personal Sector
apart from public and private
sector:

w ATRIe fdpra @1 gfte I gqR <9 4 <
&3l DI =l FHL Fell & AR AR 37
g = <1 =Sl & ArE—uTd FATS T
2| U& private sector, THRT IIHEIG
sector 3FR &4 fdrd &1 S 3ff&rel
g1+ & dT private sector public sector
DI A H BT BARN (T DI HH DRl
— public sector, private sector and
personal sector- I8 Sl personal
sector & I8 AU A H UH dgd Fel
qrehd & | B9 H | 9gd B ARl B AT
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AGS <1 SITY ST 2ATST JAEH B Bl
e fHar S a1 g el ded § 6
156—20 PRIS AN &I JASHIR <A BT
AIH{E ® | 3R 59 {o1g 88 Ueh TeTaail
&1 Ao B 9 A g1 I 8w
personal sector @1 =T 9o < |
personal sector &T U& iR 3ol &
Uge] IO/ & T UhR § FHIST &l I8
qg®T & S nfl wemm ot # ugar TE g,
TR # el el © YT 7aRell § SHdl
& a1 |a9 AT BfST Bl 2| A
& AR @ 7 S highly intellectual
-l 9Rd &1 youth power g | SH®
U DT B, AT BR DI AT & 3R
< Pl AMAF I H 9gd 9T
contribute & ¥&ar 2| ar globally
FHHIT TR FHT & |
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Salient points of PM's Statement at
the Plenary Session in CoP-21

Summit at Paris
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» The prosperous still have a
strong carbon footprint. And,
the world's billions at the
bottom of the development
ladder are seeking space to
grow. So, the choices are not
easy. But, we have awareness
and technology. We need now
national will and a genuine
global partnership.

» Democratic India must grow
rapidly to meet the aspirations
of 1.25 billion people, 300
million of whom are without
access to energy. We are

The
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determined to do so, guided by
our ancient belief that people
and planet are inseparable; that
human well being and Nature
are indivisible. So, we have set
ambitious targets. By 2030, we
will reduce emissions by 33 to
35% per cent of 2005 levels, and
40 per cent of our installed
capacity will be from our non-
fossil fuels. We will achieve it by
expanding renewable energy -
for, example, by adding 175
Gigawatts of renewable
generation by 2022. We will
enlarge our forest cover to



absorb at least 2.5 billion tonnes
worth of carbon dioxide.

» We are reducing dependence
on fossil fuel through levies and
reduction in subsidies;
switching sources of fuel where
possible; and, transforming
cities and public transportation.
We hope advanced nations will
assume ambitious targets and
pursue them sincerely. It is not
just a question of historical
responsibility. They also have
the most room to make the cuts
and make the strongest impact.

Developed countries must fulfill
their responsibility to make clean
energy available, affordable and
accessible to all in the developing
world. This is in our collective
interest. So, we look to the
developed countries to mobilize 100
billion US Dollars annually by 2020
for mitigation and adaptation in the
developing countries. They must
fulfill their commitment in a credible,
transparent and meaningful manner.

And, climate justice demands
that, with the little carbon space
we still have, developing
countries should have enough
scope to grow. This also means
aggressive mitigation action by
developed countries before
2020, including ratification of
2nd Commitment period of
Kyoto Protocol, removing

The
Nationalist
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conditions and revisiting
targets.

The principles of equity and
common but differentiated
responsibilities must remain the
bedrock of our collective
enterprise across all areas -
mitigation, adaptation and
means for implementation.
Anything else would be morally
wrong; and disparities.

Developed countries must
fulfill their responsibility to
make clean energy available,
affordable and accessible to all
in the developing world. This is
in our collective interest. So, we
look to the developed countries
to mobilize 100 billion US
Dollars annually by 2020 for
mitigation and adaptation in
the developing countries. They
must fulfill their commitment in
a credible, transparent and
meaningful manner.

The presence of 196 countries
tells us that we have a chance
to unite behind a common
purpose. We will succeed if we
have the wisdom and courage to
craft a genuinely collective
partnership that balances
responsibilities and capabilities
with aspirations and needs.

o7, 7T
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Salient points of PM's Statement in Lok Sabha on
conclusion of debate on commitment to the
constitution as a part of 125th birth anniversary
celebration of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
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g 3R Hhel | Sa= &F a1 |l <ol § |
IR T9 H 99 IAD! 919 HRar g ar H
el 9a1g Idea of India.

My Idea of India — wg#a STt
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My Idea of India — digi # AT fa=g=n

My Idea of India — ag8a Hgradq

My Idea of India — ¥d de1 7@

My Idea of India — 3 T “ar:

My Idea of India — T &1 fren
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My Idea of India — S Ja1 & W a1
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My Idea of India — 5 TR Yoa=I A< I3
gdT:

My Idea of India — 31 T ¥&T: Haal I=
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INSIGHT

Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya
A Guiding Spirit for Ideal

Journalism

¥ Yadav Rao Deshmukh

od on this earth not
only creates
everyone but also

endows everyone with some
special quality. But there
are also certain people
whose talent is multi
dimensional. If they get an
opportunity for
"development", they become

up this job at that time for
earning his livelihood. So, it
is quite natural that Pandit
ji's personality reflected a
journalist with missionary
W zeal and not having
commercial considerations.

The journalist within
Pandit ji first came to light

"Great." Such was the
persona of Pandit Deendyal
Upadhyaya. In such a simple looking
man were reflected different aspects
of a social thinker, economist,
educationist, politician, writer,
journalist, speaker, organizer etc. All
these talents bloomed as the
opportunities arrived. Thoughitisa
different matter that he is mainly
known for his organizing capability,
serious thinking and for being a
skillful political leader.

First and the foremost thing to
remember is that Deendayal ji
represented an era when journalism
was anideal and not a subject for crass
commercialization. During our
struggle for freedom, many of our
great leaders used journalism for the
cause of the nation and for awakening
the people of the country. Especially
in Hindi and regional languages, one
might hardly find an editor who took
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with the publication of
monthly "Rashtradharm" from
Lucknow in 1940s. The publication
was meant for spreading the ideology
of nationalism. Though he did not
have his name printed as editor in any
of the issues of this publication but
there was hardly any issue which did
not have his deep impression due to
his though provoking writings. He
chose to publish those items that had
a positive side. He never had a
problem with the criticism of anti-
people thoughts or movement if the
language was balanced and the
criticism was healthy. Later on
Panchjanya weekly and daily
Swadesh also started getting
published from there where the
present Prime Minister Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee [This was written in
2003] was appointed as an editor.
After sometime Deendyal jj was asked
to work in the political field. There he
had regular interaction with scribes



and he had to issue statements quite
frequently.

He had a column in the Organizer
weekly. The name of the column was
Political Diary. While reading this
column, one realized that despite
being critical of several policies of
Nehru era, his language was always
decently balanced. In 1959, I was
asked to edit Panchjanya. Annoyed
over the Nehru government's policy
about China and Tibet, I wrote a
strong editorial in the first issue of the
weekly itself. After reading it,
Deendyal ji said your piece was
excellent but perhaps you should be
little more cautious with the heading
as Pandit Nehru is after all the Prime
Minister of the Country. We should
not be careless in using words while
criticizing him. His message was
clear and worthwhile. 'Don't distort
the News' was his mantra. Once he
gave a statement which was quoted
out of context by one of the English
dailies.

When he met the journalist
concerned, he told him in a polite
manner and with a personal touch,
"I know you just cannot do this, but
kindly tell your news editor not to
publish statements out of context as
it just not seems right to mislead the
readers! It is the responsibility of a
journalist to report the facts correctly
and if he does not agree with
somebody's views then that should
also he published". A mature
journalist always has his own
perception about a problem. He
himself is also motivated by an
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ideology. Sometime he is also a
follower of a particular Party or
Organization.

The natural question is that as a
journalist, he should be loyal to
whom? To his ideology ? To the Party
or organization he is related to? Or to
the wider interest of the Country and
the common people? In a similar
situation, I received a directive about
publication of one of my edits. It was
1961 and the Country was facing a
distinct threat of Chinese invasion. At
that time, a number of political
parties and trade unions called for a
nation-wide strike to support certain
demands of Railway employees. In
view of the elections in 1962,
Bharatiya Jana Sangh had also
supported the call. Most of its leaders
were expecting that Panchjanya will
obviously support the strike. But then
I consulted by editorial colleagues and
took the stand that the strike is not in
the interest of the nation. "Navjivan"
of the ruling Congress Party used this
ploy to mount an attack on Jana
Sangh. A number of Jana Sangh
leaders quite naturally were not
happy. They complained to
Deendayal ji who was General
Secretary of the Party at that time,
that whether it is appropriate for
Panchjanya to criticize the policies
and programmes of Jana Sangh? In
the evening he called me and these
leaders at his residence. He told me
why these leaders were unhappy.

Then he himself asked, "If
something is in interest of Party but
not in the interest of nation, then what



should be done?" The answer was
inherent in the question. Then he said,
"The Party might have certain
compulsions to support the strike but
Panchjanya should not have any such
compulsion. I think everybody has
taken right decision in their position.
Parties cannot be larger than the
society or the country. The national
interest should get top priority. A
journalist should be loyal to the
country."

Why English newspapers have an
anti Indian attitude? In our
conversations several issues related to
journalists and journalism used to
come up. Once I asked him, "Why
English newspapers take a negative
stand when it comes to Indianisation,
while the Hindi and regional
newspapers always have a positive
approach on this issue? His answer
was- "Almost all the major English
newspapers were run by the
Englishmen.  Though  after
independence the ownership came in
to hands of Indians but the scribes and
the editors were the same and s0 was
their psyche. They were no more with
the Britishers, but the attitude was
same. They remained alienated from
the culture, civilization and tradition
of this country. There are certain
exceptions to this too. Generally, the
English journalist was from the highly
educated class and he was overawed
by the old attitude."

Going further deep in to the issue
he said, "Even after the Britishers have
left, India has failed to develop an
education system according to its
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traditions. Physically Indian but
intellectually English oriented
Macaulay oriented education system
is still prevalent with minor changes.
How could the journalists coming out
of this system be not alienated?"

(Late Yadav Rao Deshmukh, was a veteran
Swayamsevak and editor of Panchajanya,
who for over seven decades actively
contributed to India's social, cultural and
intellectual life. This is the transcript of his
talk delivered at a national symposium on

" Patrakar Deendayal

Upadhyaya" organized by the Research and
Development Foundation for Integral
Humanism in January 2003)
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Dr. Ambedkar &
Prabuddha Bharata

n 2015, two important

announcements were made by the

central government to mark the
contributions of Dr. Ambedkar in the
formation of the modern India. One
was the establishment of the
Ambedkar International Centre in
Delhi and the other was the Ambedkar
memorial in his native state of
Maharashtra. These announcements
are an indicator that Ambedkar is
finally coming out of the restricted
boundaries of caste politics and is
taking his rightful place as one of the
founding fathers of the modern India.

Ambedkar evokes different
responses among different people, for
some he is the greatest emancipator
of the downtrodden for others a hated
Dalit leader who introduced
reservations in the constitution. For
some he is the fiercest enemy of
Hinduism for others a reformer in the
long line of the Hindu reformers. For
some he wasjust alawyer who drafted
the Constitution of India for others a
political leader and progenitor of a
social revolution. This is hardly
surprising because the multi-
dimensional personality and
brilliance of Ambedkar was not
confined to a single field. He was a
lawyer, politician, social reformer, an
economist, philosopher and among
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the foremost
thinkers of his
time. He B
expressed
himself
prolifically on
issues ranging
from religion,
law, history,
philosophy,
politics, society
and even established a new religious
sect of Buddhism, the Navayana.

His voluminous writings ona wide
range of topics present a seemingly
intractable problem of defining his
vision for the India. But fortunately
for us he has himself put it in words;
he called it Prabuddha Bharata, an
enlightened India. It is this vision of
an enlightened India, which
continues to define his enduring
legacy. But what is this enlightened
India, which Ambedkar sought to
create? What are its contours and
central points?

Ambedkar's foremost concern was
the creation of a post-caste egalitarian
society where an individual's status
and access to opportunities does not
depends on his birth. He wanted to
recast the caste-ridden society, which
he said has made every village of
India into an arena of continuous civil



war, into a strong unified society
compatible with nationhood. Here he
believed that a nation is a community
where people relate to each other's
concerns, aspirations, and grief unlike
the fragmented caste society.
Ambedkar was one of the few who
recognised that such a transformation
was not only desirable but also a
necessity for the continued survival of
the Hindus as a people and ensuring
political independence of India.

The second component of the
enlightened India is education. In fact,
he placed special emphasis on
education, which he saw as the route
to not only individual mobility but
social transformation as well. It is no
surprise that education comes first in
his famous slogan of 'Educate,
Organise, Agitate'. He held the
deprivation of education as a major
cause of backwardness and downfall
of the depressed classes. In his vision,
an India with universal education
would not only eradicate various
prevalent social ills but also establish
India as a world leader.

The third part of India of his
dreams was the emancipation of
women and ensuring their equal
status in all realms of life be it
educational opportunities, marriage,
economic activities or right to
property. He not only ceaselessly
championed women's cause but as
India's first the law minister drafted
the revolutionary 'Hindu Code Bill',
which he was unable to get passed due
to strong opposition from a certain
section. But the same provisions were
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later passed in bits and pieces,
validating the Ambedkar's firm belief
in the necessity of social reforms.

Unlike  several of  his
contemporaries, Ambedkar was an
enthusiastic believer in modernisation
and urbanisation, which he saw as the
precursor of the social change by
fundamentally transforming the basis
of social organisation. This forms the
fourth component of his vision of an
enlightened India. He was a critic of
the Nehruvian economic policies,
which according to him limited the
growth potential of India and thus
denying millions a chance to escape
the oppressive traditional village
economic setup.

The fifth component was the
culture and value based education. He
was deeply concerned that human
values were fast disappearing from
the society and those values like
compassion; honesty, truthfulness,
sacrifice etc were being mocked upon.
According to him, a society can never
be strong and just unless it is moved
by high moral values. His Navayana
is essentially a system of moral values
to restore the spiritual centre of the
society to create a healthy, humanistic
society.

Dr Ambedkar was one of those
rare personalities who could gaze into
the future and understand that social-
religious and political reforms were
not only desirable but also a necessity
for India to regain and maintain its
independence and re-emerge as a pre-
eminent country in the world. Even
his opponents eventually conceded the



path that he envisioned and the
reforms, which he advocated. But for
decades after independence, he was a
neglected figure in the national and
civilizational narrative of India
dominated by the Congress party and
the Nehru family.

However, as the sun does not have
to announce its brilliance, great
people like Ambedkar do not need an
army of court historians to pronounce
their greatness. Greatness is self-
evident. After all, it is Dr Ambedkar
who was voted by the people of India
as the greatest Indian with a massive
lead in the 2012 poll conducted by the
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Outlook magazine even as the 'panel
of experts' went against this massive
vote and crowned Nehru as the
greatest Indian!

It is in this context, the current
initiatives of the Narendra Modi
government to commemorate Dr
Ambedkar  assume  special
importance. The real tribute to him
would be to work pro-actively
towards realising his dream of an
enlightened India.

(Abhinav Prakash is a Doctoral scholar
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
and a prolific writer and commentator on

socio-political and historical issues)
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India-Japan Summit: Forging New
Dimensions in a New Partnership

e 3-day visit of Prime Minister
T‘;hinzo Abe to India (11-13
December) represents a high
water mark in Indo-Japanese
relations. As a vibrant Asian
democracy that nurtures the second
largest economy in Asia anchored in
an innovative manufacturing hub
with anumber of firsts in its bag, a vast
industrial base, a wide range of
scientific and industrial achievements
and a global reach for its quality
products and services, Japan can
address India’s needs significantly in
its quest for a sustained high economic
growth and up-gradation and
expansion of infrastructure,
particularly in transport and energy
sectors. Not surprisingly, Japan was
the first country Prime Minister Modi
chose to visit outside the sub-
continent in August 2014. Prime
Minister Abe’s visit to India is his first
after NDA assumed the political
direction of the country. The outcome
of the visit reinforces Japan’s role as a
key partner in India’s development
and in sustaining the country’s
targeted GDP growth rate. The visit
has given a boost to India’s
infrastructure expansion particularly
in energy and transportation.

The text released at the end of the
visit, captioned “Joint Statement on
India and Japan Vision 2025” speaks
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of a Vision for a |
“Deep, Broad-|
based and i
Action-oriented
Partnership”
and recognizes a |
high degree of
congruence of
political,
economic and strategic interests
between the two who “view each
other as partners” in responding to
global and regional challenges. India
and Japan are thus poised to play a
significant role in shaping the 21
century branded as the Asian century,
in the direction of peace, stability,
development and prosperity.

In terms of concrete takeaways, the
visit stands unique and illustrates the
benefits of summit diplomacy under
committed leadership in imparting
momentum to critical areas of
cooperation and in consolidating
strategic objectives. Defence, energy
and infrastructure made significant
gains from the visit. While 16
agreements/ Memoranda of
Understanding (MoU) were signed
during the visit, two areas deserve
special mention as they bolster India’s
traditional and non-traditional
security concerns. In the former
category stand the Agreements for the
Transfer of the Defence Equipment



and Technology and for the Security
Measures for the Protection of
Classified Military Information, that
pave the way for co-production and
co-development in India of defence
ware such as amphibious aircraft to
begin with.

The existing executive and
institutional framework for defence
and security dialogue is further
strengthened with the addition of Air
Force-to-Air Force Talks to the already
existing array of “2+2 Dialogue”,
Defence Policy Dialogue, Military-to-
Military Talks and Coast Guard to
Coast Guard cooperation. Japan has
now become a regular participant in
the biennial Malabar naval exercise.
Both the PMs reiterated the principled
position on freedom of navigation in
the light of UN Convention on Law of
Seas (UNCLOS) and over-flights in
South China Sea as part of maritime
interest. Japan has expressed support
to India’s membership in technology
control regimes and APEC. Both
countries continue to work jointly for
permanent membership of the
expanded UN Security Council

In the non-traditional areas,
India’s energy security received a
boost with the MoU on Cooperation
in Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy,
signed by none other than the two
Prime Ministers, underscoring the
importance of the agreement. PM
Modi himself acknowledged this in his
media statement at the conclusion of
the talks when he said the MoU “is a
shining symbol of a new level of
mutual confidence and strategic
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partnership in the cause of a peaceful
and secure world” and that “I know
the significance of this decision for
Japan”. The MoU will be followed by
a formal Agreement after technical
and legal procedures are completed on
the Japanese side. Such an agreement
will unblock supply to India of nuclear
reactors made in third countries with
Japanese components, in addition to
the supply of Japan’s own reactors.
Japan will also share with India
environmentally friendly Clean Coal
Technology and renewable energy
generation.

In infrastructure, Shinkausen or
the bullet train, the high speed rail
(HSR) between Mumbai and
Ahmedabad is to be funded and built
by Japan with a US $ 12 billion loan
on highly concessional terms of 0.1 %
interest with a 50- year repayment
period including 15 year moratorium.
When completed, HSR marks the most
significant addition to India’s railway
network, post-Independence. Other
infrastructure projects agreed to be
considered for the Japanese finance
are metro projects of Chennai and
Ahmedabad, Mumbai Trans-Harbour
Link, Tuticorin Outer Harbour, road
network in North-Eastern India and
Bengaluru’s ring road. Japan is
already committed to assist Western
Dedicated Freight Corridor, Delhi-
Mumbai Industrial Corridor and
Chennai-Bengaluru Industrial
Corridor.

In addition it is agreed that Japan
will also support India’s signature
developmental programmes like



“Make in India”, “Digital India”, Skill
India”, “Clean India” and “Smart
City” by sharing its advanced skills
and technologies and through its
public and private sector
involvement. In particular, Japan has
set up “Make-in -India Special
Finance Facility” to promote direct
investment by Japanese companies in
Make-in -India ventures. Japan will
also set up Japan Industrial Townships
(JITs) and jointly with the government
of India will create special incentive
packages to attract Japanese
investments into JITs. Both the PMs
met the India-Japan CEO Group and
received their recommendations. In
a facility not available to any other
national, India will issue visas to
Japanese nationals, effective from 1*
March, on arrival at Indian airports
without requiring any advance
application for visa or notification of
the visit (which is thus different from
E-visa which requires prior on-line
application).

By any yardstick, Japan has proved
itself to be a true partner in India’s
development. At the last summit in
September 2014 in Tokyo, PM Abe had
spoken of US $35 billion for financing
projects and investments in India by
Japan over a 5-year period. The
current visit seems to give a broad
break-up of that figure that includes
$12 billion for HSR, $12 billion for
Make-in-India Fund, $5 billion under
ODA and $5billion for Chennai-
Bengaluru industrial corridor.

India and Japan have a long
history of cultural relations,
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manifested in the shared heritage of
Buddhism. Zen is derived from the
Sanskrit word Dhyana meaning
meditation. Itis only appropriate that
the two ancient cities of Kyoto and
Varanasi are aptly partnered and PM
Modi accompanied PM Abe to
Varanasi and participated in Ganga
Aarti, reciprocating Abe’s gesture of
escorting him to Kyoto in the last
summit in Japan. Japan will play a
role in rejuvenation of Ganga and
Varanasi.

There has been some comment in
the media that the current upsurge in
India-Japan relations are motivated
by security concerns arising from
China’s rise. Such observations seem
to ignore the reality that India is
known to pursue an independent
foreign policy in pursuit of its national
interests and principles. India is
against joining any bloc or group. This
is an unstated  constant in India’s
engagement with the world. So the
speculation and debate to see anti-
Chinese undertones beneath Indo-
Japanese relations is misplaced.

(The author a former diplomat was head

of the Gulf Division in the Ministry of
External Affairs and was also India’s
Ambassador to Iraq, Jordan and Sweden)
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Whose Idea of India is it anyway?

needs an objective analysis for any
eaningful view on the “Idea of
India”

The idea of America has been built
upon the innate belief of Americans
for Freedom and Liberty. This does
need to be looked at in the context of
slavery that existed in past though.
The idea of Britain from the 1800’s
grew into one of building an empire
with an undercurrent of racial
superiority.

I ndia’s journey post-independence

While every country is entitled to
their Idea, India sadly was held
hostage to Congress’s idea(s) of India
over the decades. The pattern was
never designed to unshackle India to
letit achieve its potential greatness but
subvert it to propagate the self -
serving dynasty. It would not be far-
fetched to say that the Idea of India
has been shackled for over five
decades, which in many ways is an
almost irreparable time loss.

Let’s deconstruct the attributes of
the Idea of India painted so far:

Socialism:

The world ideally expected India to
rise to the occasion post-
Independence but Nehru's please all
ambivalence bereft of a long term
vision chose to set- up the Planning
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Commission on
the lines of the
Gosplan of the
Soviet Union. He
would also
imitate the
Soviet Union by
drawing up Five
Year Plans. At
the time of
drafting the first Five Year Plan, Nehru
was ambivalent and talked of a
mixed economy that would
accommodate the private sector.

However, as his power grew, he
imposed controls on the press while
progressively decreasing the economic
freedoms of the people. As aresult, the
voices of dissent got muffled, and even
some opponents of socialism, who
were Nehru's colleagues, defended the
nationalization of industries in order
to be in Nehru's good books.

Foreign Policy:

Instead of recognizing it as an
instrument of furthering National
Interest, India chose to become part of
an ambivalent NAM movement.
India was always USSR aligned (all
defense procurement then) and
Pakistan was aligned to America and
yet both were part of NAM. Countries
with dubious human rights records
like North Korea, Iran continue to be



a part of NAM. It never really did have
a charter and neither did it dissuade
both the superpowers then from
anything that they wished to do, all it
was reduced to over the years was a
platform for weak and in some cases
failed states to cry on each other’s
shoulders. Times changed, the world

became unipolar and the Cold War
ended.

Secularism:

One must grant here that the
Congress recognized the potential of
the word Secular and exploited and
misused it to its advantages for
decades. The usage was a vitiating
twist which served to create unrest. It
has been used to perpetrate a certain
dimension of identity politics that has
tried to obstruct the growth of
aspirational India and of aspirational
politics. The Shah Bano case, the
banning of Salman Rushdie’s book are
but a few examples of how the
Congress party allowed this skewed
sense of secularism to thrive and
spread.

Dynasty vs. Merit:

It is not hard to see why India
could accomplish so little in-spite of
the wealth of talent, size and scale that
it has. Mediocrity breed mediocrity
and the Gandhi dynasty ensured that
no independent thinking talent ever
attained leadership roles. Be it the
most recent revelation by Sharad
Pawar in his book that Sonia never
wanted an independent thinking
person at the helm, be it the plight of
PVNR (P.V.Narasimha Rao) who has
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all but been erased even from
Congress history or even now when we
see the likes of Shashi Tharoor, Sachin
Pilot, PC with superior acumen and
pedigree genuflect to the forever in the
making Rahul Gandhi. This part is
important as mediocrity engulfed
India as a whole where there was no
premium on ideas, talent or for that
matter spine.

Subversion of Institutions:

The imposition of Emergency by
Indira Gandhi in June 1975 actually
took the mask of what was being done
behind the scenes till then and
continued till they were absolutely
voted out in May 2014. While the
Shah Commission report and all that
transpired during those dark years
has been in cold storage for years,
institutional subversion both overt
and covert has had telling
consequence on India’s fabric and
will take years to get undone. The
recent reactions to the HC squashing
the appeal of Gandhi’s in the
National Herald case and asking
them to attend the summons issued
by the lower court had the Congress
repeatedly saying that the PMO is
behind this. Even when it is clear that
the facts do not support this wild
allegation, it is clear that it stems
from their own history of subverting
Institutions to target Individuals and
establishments over decades. Modi
being amongst some who were
always kept on their toes by having
every agency go after them
repeatedly.



Corruption:

The list of scams that have almost
become the grammar for India
globally is too long to delve into here
but Bofors, 2G, CWG, Antarix and
Coal are clear indicators that the
Congress so ably led by the Dynasty
never followed transparent policy led
decision making thereby vesting
individual discretion with the reigns
eventually leading to we know who so
that India could be pilfered rupee by
rupee making India’s foundations
weak.

Focus on Banking- Vote “Banks”:

It is saddening to say the least that
even now India’s political discourse
(the Gandhi’s particularly) has to
forever pay obeisance to these two
sections - Poor and Weak! Just how do
these two sections exist even after six
decades of Independence in such
abundance is a question that India
must ask the dynasty! Keeping the
poor in continued poverty by doles
and not skill empowerment, keeping
the minorities segregated without
integration into the mainstream and
creating an artificial bogey of
communalism reaped dividends for
decades. India actually had a
“National Integration Council” set up
by the Congress and yet it keeps
threatening that India’s unity and
diversity is under imaginary and
artificial threat every other day!

It was therefore overdue and
critical that the PM , Modi himself
sought to draw attention to the “Idea
of India” during his concluding
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remarks on the Constitution debate in
this session of the parliament. It is
imperative that we do not let self -
defeating attributes of the Idea of
India run unchallenged anymore.
India has been deprived of much of its
potential both domestically and
internationally all these decades and
itis time for a resurgent and visionary
Idea of India to come to the fore. This
Idea of India is taking shape over the
last 18 months in a cohesive and
visionary manner and needs all
strength and support from all right
thinking citizens.

India cannot be held hostage to a
shallow, mediocre idea - wrapped up
in scaremongering anymore.

(Parag Amalnerker is a strategy and
marketing professional and is passionate
about nation building, he focuses on
incisive analyses on geo-politics, current
affairs and economics. He can be followed at
www.twitter.com/Indiaunfolding

| www.facebook.comy/sticker. Rant)
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Paris climate summit: an
agreement for humanity

very success symbolises a new
Eaeginning. In all fairness and
eaving aside some merchants of
doubts and the rigid sceptics, the Paris
climate agreement can be regarded as a

breakthrough or as the UN secretary
general described “a monumental triumph”.

Unlike the other conference of the
parties (COP) to the UNFCCC
agreements, the Paris agreement finely
balanced ambition of aggressively reducing
greenhouse gases emission and yet
upholding the principle of differentiation
in efforts between the rich developed and
developing countries and very crucially
mobilising financial resources to support
the efforts for a decarbonised world. But
more significantly, the agreement provides
the much needed space for facilitating
action to empower the poorest people and
developing countries in their efforts to
achieve sustainable and people-centred
development. In a nutshell climate justice!
Indeed in any effort to secure global justice
the disempowered and the marginalised
people, vulnerable to the impacts of
climate change, cannot be neglected. With
the world in unison, a transition to a
decarbonised economy by focusing on
solar, wind and hydro as well as grid
integration, energy efficiency and demand
management is quite achievable.

The emphasis on renewable was the
hallmark of the climate summit and solar
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was, in a
sense, the
“game -
changer”.
Taking the
initiative and
seizing the|
opportunity,
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi
launched the international solar
alliance (ISA) of over 120 countries
along with the French president
Francois Hollande. Calling it “the
sunrise of new hope”, Modi clearly
demonstrated that India is ready to
take on the challenges of climate with
such bold approaches.

Earlier in October, the Prime Minister
took the lead by launching a group of 107
sunshine countries at the India-Africa
Summit and calling them “suryaputra”. This
alliance is called the International Agency
for Solar Policy and Application (IASPA).
Taking the alliance seriously, the
government has pledged to invest USD 30
million and set up the alliance
headquarters in India with an eventual aim
of raising USD 400 million. The power
from the sun emphasised India’s own
Intended Nationally Determined
Contribution (INDC) action plan which
outlines an increase in non-fossil based
power capacity to 40 per cent by 2030. The
renewable road map is ambitious yet



achievable with 175 GW by 2022 and an
additional 200 GW by 2030. The solar
component is 100 GW by 2022 and with
the solar technology fast evolving, costs
increasingly coming down and better grid
connectivity, India can achieve a much
higher target of solar energy.

The solar stress has made the world look
at India in a new light. With 300 million
people without electricity (described as
energy poverty) and with vast coal resources,
India’s development has always posed a moral
question — to pollute and develop like what
the western developed countries did or to
develop with responsibility. India’s
renewable roadmap is a stamp of its
leadership role in the climate
conundrum, what Hollande described as
‘“climate justice in action”. As a serious
follower of the climate debate and a keen
observer of the COP summits, I have never
seen India bring so much of positivity and
drive. India has emerged as the natural
leader of the solar alliance and Modi as
the ‘“‘clean energy enabler’’ as someone
remarked in Paris.

Leadership can inspire. It can equally
trigger a series of responses and
commitments, for example, the US and 18
other countries promised to provide USD
20 billion for clean energy research by
2020. Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg of
Facebook have set up the Breakthrough
Energy Coalition, which will act as an
investment platform for clean energy
technologies. The rulers of Dubai, an oil-
rich emirate, have announced USD 27
billion to set up solar panels on every
rooftop in Dubai by 2030.

For long, we were clubbed as climate
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deniers by the western world, painting us
as the polluter. While we solidly argued
our development motives and defended the
‘common but differentiated responsibility’
(CBDR), we now have taken the
‘respective capabilities’ principle soundly
forward with voluntary targets and with
necessary financial and technological help.
The climate change issue and the NDA
government’s position is not a partisan one
but one of national consensus. This is
refreshing in a rather contentious politics
and a non-functioning Parliament.

The Paris agreement is a great example
on how to collectively deal with the
intertwined challenges of climate. Foremost,
to be bold and ambitious is not necessarily
foolish and certainly has merit, especially
when more action is required than words. By
announcing that the world will aim to limit
global temperature rise to “below 1.5 C”
from the earlier internationally accepted 2C,
was uniquely pathbreaking. For long,
scientists have voiced that the 2C was a
politically convenient target with no great
drive to counter the rising temperature. It was
being viewed as almost inevitable and that
the world would have to simply learn to adapt
with the changing climate. Now with the
ambitious aim of 1.5C, the global desire
brings in the need for greater differentiation
between the developed and developing
countries with the former having to take
more emissions cut and to help developing
countries in supporting financial and
technological resources to achieve the target.

The Paris agreement ties together
ambition, differentiation and finance in
inseparable ways — triumvirate so to speak.
This is how the climate roadmap largely will
be defined and its success and failure will



depend on the tightness of the triumvirate.
The final text of the Paris agreement after
days and long hours of negotiations is a
triumph of the Indian negotiators and the
Ministry of Environment and Forests and
Climate Change (MoEF).

It is important to note that for the first
time in COP summits, India set up a
pavilion highlighting the climate issues, the
actions towards meeting the challenges as
well as India’s parampara of climate
friendly  sustainable practices.
Interestingly, the India pavilion was next
to Germany which said, “Below 2C —
together we’ll make it”. Quite a
coincidence given that India-German
collaboration on cleaning rivers and on
renewable will be critical.

Integrated coastal management was
another significant highlight. With a coast-
line of 7500-km, with about 1300 islands
and about 25 per cent of the population
living along the coast, sea level rise and its
impact on coastal ecosystem are a huge
challenge for India. Importantly, the
Sunderban ecosystem shared between India
and Bangladesh was discussed and the Indian
minister for environment and forests
Prakash Javadekar showing fine climate
diplomacy reached out to the Bangladesh
environment minister Anwar Hossain Manju
and invited him to the Indian pavilion to
share the Sunderban experience with both
emphasising on joint management and
cooperation of the shared ecosystem. The
Bangladesh minister’s observation on the
greatness of India’s democracy and the
lessons that the neighbouring countries can
learn was not just customary but reflected
the goodwill that Bangladesh has towards
India and the willingness to cooperate on
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critical issues. This side-event, one of the
many such events facilitated by the MoEF,
carried forward the 2011 MoU on
Sunderban signed between India and
Bangladesh. It is now hoped that the
Sunderban mangrove forest with its huge
carbon absorption capacity will gain the
necessary policy traction and can lead to
better management of this very vulnerable
ecosystem.

As climate continues to change, and as
actions are being forged, it is important to
re-conceptualize and re-imagine regions
from an ecosystem perspective. For
example, South Asia should be seen as a
‘riverine neighbourhood’ or a ‘Himalayan
watershed’ or a ‘monsoon Asia’ or a ‘glacial
Asia’. Such kind of conceptulisation is a
departure from the conventional ways of
dividing the world into political-geography
to using specific ecosystem to understand
regions as one organic continuum and as an
organic cultural whole. Viewing seas as a
great “‘commons’’ or considering Himalaya
as the ultimate watershed or charting the
monsoon as a rain-dependent phenomena
gives us a new lens to look at the world. It
1s said, “Man and not nature initiates, but
nature in large measures control”. Ideas will
thus have to meet the dictates of ecosystem.

What we also see in India’s climate
policy is a recall to a traditional notion of
sri-yantra or geo-philosophy. This means
a confluence of science, philosophy,
spirituality, and politics to achieve peace
and prosperity.

(Dr Uttam Kumar Sinha is a Fellow
at Institute for Defence Studies and
Analyses (IDSA), New Delhi. He was part
of the panel discussion on the Sunderban
experience at the COP 21 in Paris.)
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Bullet Train can dramatically
change the face of India

lose to Rs 100,000 crore will be

spent on building a high-speed

railway line Dbetween
Ahmedabad and Mumbai. There will
be massive dividends from high-
speed rail projects in terms of
economic growth and employment.
The criticism of this plan has been
relentless by the opposition parties
ever since the Bharatiya Janata Party
actually laid out its intention to build
a 'Diamond Quadrilateral' of high-
speed railway track in its manifesto
last year. Much of the criticism has
been on whether the money could be
better spent on developing the
existing railway network in the
country that is over-burdened and
always on the precipice.

The development of high-speed rail
networks will considerably reduce
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loads of existing railway tracks which
can then be deployed to haul more
freight. The proposed route will be a
vital start in building up the
infrastructure required for a
nationwide network of tracks and
routes that can dramatically change
the face of India.

While Japan will significantly
financing the project and Japanese
technology will be used for the line,
there is little doubt that Japanese
technology is among the best in the
world when it comes to high-speed
rail. The Tokaido Shinkansen line,
which opened in 1964, is the world's
oldest high-speed railway track, and
has carried over 5.3 billion people - the
most of any high-speed railway line
in the world since it opened - and has
an unmatched safety record. It is for



this reason that this railway line is
considered as a historic mechanical
engineering landmark.

Longest loan tenor, longest
moratorium on repayment and lowest
interest rate - these three terms define
the finance extended by Japan to India
for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad high
speed rail in project, in context of
Japan's earlier loans to India in the
rail-based sector. The Japanese loan
component of $12 billion has been
worked out on one of the most
attractive repayment terms at almost
zero per cent - 0.1 per cent to be precise
-- after pretty strong negotiations for
the financing, with a 15-year
moratorium on a 50-year repayment
period. Along with the financing deal,
there also other agreements related to
the transfer of knowhow. For instance,
Ministry of Railways and Japan's
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and
Transport on Technological
Cooperation in Rail Sector have
signed agreement that establishes
areas for technological cooperation
including sharing of information and
best practices; exchanges of officials
and technicians; facilitating the
participation of other institutions,
organisations and ministries and
conducting joint research and studies.
Another agreement is related to the
memorandum of understanding on
technological cooperation between
Research Designs and Standards
Organization (RDSO) and Japan
Railway Technical Research Institute
(JRTRI). The memorandum proposes
to cooperate in the areas of safety in

The
Nationalist

POLICY ANALYSIS

train operation; advanced techniques
of maintenance; use of environment
friendly technologies.

Not only will the culture of high-
speed railways bring in technological
and manufacturing prowess into
India, it will also jump-start the
infrastructure economy and provide
jobs to thousands, possibly hundreds
of thousands, of Indians. The
Mumbai-Ahmedabad project and
other subsequent ones will dovetail
nicely into several other key
Government schemes, particularly
Make in India, Skill India and the
Smart Cities initiative. In addition,
once these lines are developed, they
will not only lead to the obvious de-
carbonisation through fewer vehicles,
but also could possibly aid in the
decongestion of large metropolitan
areas such as Delhi and Mumbai.
High-speed rail ought to provide fast,
safe, and reliable transport into cities
for people who could stay a couple of
hundred kilometres away from their
workplace.

The Modi Government has
followed in the footsteps of Mr Atal
Bihari Vajpayee who at his time had
constructed the Golden Quadrilateral
project connecting the Metro cities
and now the High Speed Rail network
is just a step further in that direction.
It's a move that has the potentially to
transform India.

(Siddharth Singh is Research Associate
at SPMRF. His Email ID is
sidd4india@gmail.com)



POLICY ANALYSIS

India and the Concept of
Climate Justice

W Siddharth Singh
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I I The idea of justice will manifest
itself in the realm of
international negotiations,

when the global community meets in

Paris at the 21st Conference of Parties

(COP-21) and negotiates an

agreement on climate change. The

objective of this agreement would be
to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions in order to limit
temperature increase from pre-

Industrialised era (around the year

1850) to 2 degrees Celsius. The

incidence of this responsibility,

however, will not be equal. This is
because there is recognition that those
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responsible for the largest quantum of
emissions are not necessarily the ones
who suffer most from a changing
climate, and are often better placed to
deal with its consequences.

In a period of global economic
slowdown, an international treaty
that would curb economic activity or
impose costs in the form of mandated
efficiency improvements will prove to
be a difficult task if not impossible.
Therefore, in order to facilitate a
global agreement, the approach to
COP-21 has been to let individual
countries provide something called
'Internally Determined National



Contributions' (INDC) to curb GHG
emissions. These INDCs are voluntary
pledges that governments have
independently decided towards the
larger goal of limiting global
temperature increases.

Indian government has also
submitted its INDC document on 2nd
October 2015. India's INDCs are
ambitious, with a goal to reduce the
emissions intensity of the GDP (i.e.
energy required to produce one unit
of GDP) by 33%-35% by 2030 from
2005 levels, and to have non-fossil fuel
sources contribute to 40% of India's
electricity supply by 2030, conditional
upon technology transfer and
financial help from the developed
nations. Further, India would create
a 'carbon sink' through additional
forest and tree cover.

Importantly, the subtitle of India's
INDC document is 'Working Towards
Climate Justice', which is an idea not
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referred to at all in the INDCs of most
other countries, notably United States,
European Union and Japan (and
China mentions it only once). This is
not to say that other countries do not
recognise the climate justice angle as
described by the 'Common but
Differentiated Responsibilities and
Respective Capabilities' principle.
Here, 'differentiated responsibilities'
refers to the contribution to the
climate change problem, while
'respective capability' refers to
national capacities to deal with
climate vulnerability. There is also a
dimension of 'national
circumstances', which accounts for
economic and other inequalities, war
and availability of resources in
countries, which are all unequally
distributed. Aspects of climate justice
also include asymmetrical impacts on
the marginalised and the poor within
nations; and intergenerational
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injustices, where the unsustainable
consumption by older generations
imposes costs on later generations.

The acceptance of varying focus on
climate justice by different countries
is a reflection of the stances that each
nation wishes to take and the
expectation it has of other countries
to act. India's focus on climate justice
is based its vulnerability to climate
change complemented by its low per
capita energy consumption and low
per capita emissions.

In the coming years, India's energy
demand will rise in the coming years
as over 300 million Indians still do not
have access to electricity in India and
380 million do not have access to
modern cooking fuels such as LPG.
Energy consumption will also increase
as the economy grows (India's per
capita income is a tenth as much as
that of the United States on
purchasing parity terms and less than
half as much as China's).

On the other hand, in spite of
larger historic responsibility, greater
capacity to undertake
decarbonisation, and existing high
standards of living, industrialised
nations have not submitted ambitious
enough INDCs. Issues such as finance,
technology transfer and carbon taxes

have also not been appropriately
addressed.

The vulnerability of fragile
countries to climate change, however,
necessitates bold measures, especially
by nations that have the capacity to
do so. Together, the global community
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will have to challenge itself to
ambitious emission cuts if it is to curb
temperature increases to below 2
degrees Celsius. Currently, the fear
among observers is that the planned
emission reduction pathways will
overshoot this limit, the fallout of
which would be shared unequally by
the global community.

It is extremely important,
therefore, that while poor and
developing countries including India
are looking at all the sources of
investment in clean energy, developed
countries also chip in with supply of
technology and resources to lessen the
impact. The way global discourse is
shaping up, it will not be a surprise if
PM Modi's slogan of turning the
'climate change' talks into 'climate
justice' takes centre-stage in Paris.

(Siddharth Singh is Research Associate
at SPMRF)
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India takes lead in Solar
Power Alliance

ime Minister Narendra Modi
I)along with French President

Francois Hollande jointly
launched the International Solar
Alliance and pledged India’s
assistance of USD 30 million (Rs 199
crore) for the initiative that brings
together developed and developing
countries. PM Modi said that India will
provide land and contribute about
USD 30 million to build the Secretariat
infrastructure of the initiative and
support its operation for the next five
years.

India has proposed an
International Agency for Solar
Technologies and Applications
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(INSTA) to bring together nearly 125
countries rich in solar resources that
lie between tropics of Cancer and
Capricorn, notable from Africa and
Asia, to pursue this clean, perennial
and sustainable source of energy. The
Alliance is likely to boost the
absorption and deployment of solar
power, which has already seen
exponential expansion in the last five
years. It is an invitation to 121
countries lying between the Tropic of
Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn,
which get the most solar insolation, to
make collaborative efforts to harness
solar energy to generate electricity.
Most of these countries are in Asia,
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Africa and South America, and many
of them are power deficient. By
coming together to install solar power
plants, these countries can drive up
the demand for solar technologies
manifold, in the process forcing down
prices even more. Currently, the
growth of solar installed capacity has
been coming from very few countries.
The grouping aims to raise US$400
million from member countries and
multilateral agencies, such as the
World Bank, to invest in solar power
research and wusage, address
regulatory issues, and draft universal
standards.

This is an alliance that brings
together developed and developing
countries, governments and
industries, laboratories and
institutions in a common enterprise.
This initiative is a sunrise of new hope
-- not just for clean energy, but for
villages and homes still in darkness;
and for mornings and evenings filled
with a clear view of the glory of the
sun because as the developing world
lifts billions of people into prosperity,
the hope for a sustainable planet rests
on a bold global initiative. The
advanced countries need to leave
enough carbon space for developing
countries to grow and that is what
natural climate justice is all about.

Another objective of the Alliance
is to bring standardisation to
manufacturing processes and solar
technologies. If every country starts
using similar products and processes,
costs of manufacturing elements of
solar technologies can fall
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substantially. The fall in prices of solar
power so far has been propelled
mainly by rising demand. Analysts say
prices haven’t bottomed out yet. It can
easily go down further. Not just by
demand but by technology
innovations too. We have not seen
enough research and development
activities happening in the solar sector
as of now, especially in the developing
countries for their own use.

To highlight the importance of
solar energy, Modi said that in Indian
tradition, Sun is the source of all forms
of energy. “ As Rig Veda says, Sun God
is the Soul of all beings, moving and
non-moving. Many in India begin
their day with a prayer to the Sun.
Today, when the energy sources and
excesses of our industrial age have put
our planet in peril, the world must turn
to Sun to power our future,” he said.
The idea of solar alliance was mooted
by Modi during the the India-Africa
Forum Summit.

Thereis already arevolution in solar
energy. Technology is evolving, costs
are coming down and grid connectivity
isimproving. Itis making the dream of
universal access to clean energy has
become more real. The Solar Alliance
model, if it succeeds, can potentially be
extended to other forms of renewable
energy like wind or biogas. It can, in
turn, foster south-south cooperation
and bring transformational changes in
providing affordable access to energy
in poorer countries, and lift living
standards.

(SPMRF Desk)
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How ‘Skill India’ is giving a
fillip to ‘Make in India’

nderscoring that there is no
‘one size fits all” solution for
social development, the NDA

government has adopted an industry
oriented agenda to boost employment
and productivity in the economy.
Keeping the focused approach of
Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi to
develop a conducive environment for
business in mind, the central
government has released thousands of
crore rupees under various flagship
programmes since April this year to
impart industrial training to the
youth.

According to a recent report
released by National Skill
Development Corporation (NSDC),
India will need around 28.4 million
workers in India’s booming
transportation, logistics,
warehousing and packaging sector.
Currently the sector employs over
16.74 million people, and aims to
meet the stipulated target of 28.4
million employees by 2022.
According to the report, this sector
will have one of the highest
incremental human resource
requirement of 11.7 million from
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2017-2022, across the 24 sectors that
have been mapped for assessing
incremental human resource
requirement in the country.

The economy has witnessed rising
investment, rapidly evolving
regulatory policies, mega
infrastructure projects and several
other developments since the NDA
government under the able leadership
of Narendra Modi and it has driven
the Indian logistics market
overcoming infrastructure-related
constraints and logistics-centric
inefficiencies. The primary reason
behind this growth is the thrust on
important projects like dedicated
freight corridors, DMIC, JLN Port
Trust container terminal, and national
waterways. Organised retail, e-
commerce, QSR and containerisation
has also witnessed a huge boost to their
business.

The policy makers in finance
ministry must have kept this in mind
and it might has been a reason for
allocating Rs 1,500 crore under the
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Gramin
Kaushal Yojana for skilling rural
youth. The scheme has helped in
penetrating the skill development
deeper into the country’s landscape,
ie. the rural hinterland. Another Rs
1,350 crore which were allocated for
National Skill Certification and
Monetary Reward Scheme has gone a
long way in helping those who wish
to acquire a skill but need financial
support. Further Rs 150 crore allocated
under Kaushal Vikas Yojana is
providing an essential fillip to the
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Skill Development initiatives in the
country.

All these measures reflect the
urgency and seriousness of NDA
government to nourish the talent
and develop India to a
manufacturing hub. Jobs and hiring
in India has started shifting from
‘qualification based” to “skill based’
since the skill development mission
has kicked off. In recent past almost
every hiring done in India used to
take education and qualification as
a surrogate for skill.

The attitude has changed a bit as
industry is also giving a preferential
treatment to those who are
equipped with required skills. Even
educational institutions have
shifted their focus on imparting
skills that lead to employability,
rather than doling out certificates
and  degrees. All  these
developments are important if we
want to leverage the demographic
dividend, of which we will have
over 850 million Indians in the
working age group by 2020. This
will account for 28 per cent of the
global workforce. It is heartening to
know that employability of youth
has been emphasised by the NDA
regime. The “Skill India” program
and ‘National Skill Mission’, are
already helping youth become
employable. Additional funds for
MNREGA and initiatives like ‘Make
in India” will provide a platform for
employing this skilled workforce.

(SPMRF Desk)
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Modi Government’s DELP scheme:
Lightening the LED way

wer minister Piyush Goyal’s
Domestic Efficient Lighting
Programme (DELP) is possibly

the most effective government scheme
in recent times, and in the shortest
possible time-frame. DELP was
launched by the Prime Minister on
January 15 and, within a period of 10
months, 3.1 crore LED bulbs have

apiece last year to around Rs 75 today.

Another very good example of
how the government is using its
powers of bulk purchases to
dramatically drive down costs is
what’s happened to cement. When
highways minister Nitin Gadkari first
spoke of constructing concrete
hlghways, most rubbished this as too

been distributed by a
public sector firm in six
states, as a result of
which 1,042 MW of
peak power demand
has been avoided,
9,064 tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions
reduced every day (3.3

cient Lighting
amme (DELF)

Al incandescent bulhs and CFLs to be replaced
with energy efficient LEDS in 3 vears

expensive and, in
fact, cement prices
. Jstarted rising in
ol anticipation of the
increased demand.
The government,
however, decided to
create a portal for
purchasing cement

million tonnes a year)
and consumers are
saving Rs 4.4 crore
every day (Rs 1,600
crore a year). Once the scheme is fully
rolled out across 100 cities, it hopes to
replace 77 crore regular light bulbs, by
which time this would have resulted in
a saving of 20,000 MW load —that’s
around a tenth of India’s connected
load —along with a reduction of
around 80 million tonnes of carbon
emissions each year; consumer savings,
at that point, will be a whopping Rs
40,000 crore per year. Most important,
as aresult of the government launching
such an ambitious scheme and the state
governments buying into it, there has
been a dramatic reduction in costs of
LED bulbs from an unaffordable Rs 350
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' § and, in the process,
managed to
convince producers
that they would
benefit by lowering prices. With poor
off take for cement and capacity
utilisation at most plants low, a total
of 37 cement manufacturers have
committed to selling the government
9.5 million tonnes at a price of Rs 120-
140 per bag as compared to Rs 300 or
so at the time Gadkari first announced
the construction of concrete roads. The
same exercise is now being replicated
for steel. These schemes clearly show
that when the government wants, it
can play the role of a catalyst in
promoting and pushing necessary
changes quickly.

SPMRF Desk
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Highlights of Recommendations of
Seventh Central Pay Commission

Recommended Date of implementation: 01.01.2016

Minimum Pay: Based on the Aykroyd formula, the minimum pay in
government is recommended to be set at Rs 18,000 per month.

Maximum Pay: Rs 2,25,000 per month for Apex Scale and Rs 2,50,000 per
month for Cabinet Secretary and others presently at the same pay level.

Financial Implications:

The total financial impact in the FY 2016-17 is likely to be Rs 1,02,100 crore,
of this, the increase in pay would be Rs 39,100 crore, increase in allowances
would be Rs 29,300 crore and increase in pension would be Rs 33,700 crore.

Out of the total financial impact of Rs 1,02,100 crore, Rs 73,650 crore will
be borne by the General Budget andRs 28,450 crore by the Railway Budget.

In percentage terms the overall increase in pay & allowances and pensions
will be 23.55 percent. Within this, the increase in pay will be 16 percent, increase
in allowances will be 63 percent, and increase in pension would be 24 percent.

SPMRF Desk
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Accessible India Campaign

-0

74 Accessible

India
Campaign

Accessible India - Empowered India

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilltles
Ministry of Socdal Justice & Empowermenk

I I he Central government recently
launched the “ Accessible India
Campaign” (Sugamya Bharat

Abhiyan) which seeks to make at least

50 percent of all government buildings

in the national capital and all state

capitals “fully accessible” for the
disabled by July 2018. This is an
ambitious move that aims to enable
persons with disabilities to gain
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universal access, equal opportunity
for development, independent living
and participation in all aspects of life
in an inclusive society. Similar
deadlines have been set to make
airports and railway stations
accessible to the disabled.

The proposed smart cities will also
have the provisions for full
accessibility for person with




disabilities. All central ministries and
states are making all efforts to make
“Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan” successful.
Prime Minister Modi in his message
said that “we should consider
replacing ‘Viklang” word with
‘Divyang’ so as to bring about a change
in the way we think about those with
disabilities. The PM also added that
the slogan of “sabka saath, sabka vikas’
will not reach fruition until all sections
of society, including the differently-
abled, are made part of it.”

Apart from Government, it is also
the society’s responsibility to take up
the campaign in mission mode.
Sugamya Bharat is a right step towards
inclusive society. Accessibility for
persons with disability to all
infrastructure and activities should be
one of the parameters of our
development. Mass awareness should
be created about the issue of
accessibility for those persons. The
Accessible India Campaign envisages
making all the international airports
in the country and railway stations of
Al, A & B categories fully accessible
to the disabled by July 2016.

As per campaign drafted by
Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment, at least 10 percent of
government owned public transport
carriers in the country will be
converted into fully accessible carriers
for these persons by March 2018. It
will also be targeted that at least 50
percent of all public documents issued
by the Central Government and the
State Governments meet accessibility
standards for persons with disabilities
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by March 2018.

The Central government has also
taken a number of initiatives for the
empowerment of persons with
disabilities which include
scholarships, separate institute for
deaf and dumb persons and
development of new braille language.
Government has also decided to set up
a special University for persons with
disabilities with the cost of Rs 1,700
crore. It will start functioning with
next academic year. A web portal and
mobile application for creating a
crowd-sourcing platform to get
information about inaccessible areas
was also launched on the occasion.
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National Herald Case: Sonia and
Rahul Gandhi should fight it in the
court not in Parliament

e word ‘vendetta’ replaced the
I word ‘intolerance’ in the last
month and Congress continued
its regressive politics of disrupting
Parliament through one-way or other.
There certainly seems to be an effort
underway by Congress to hide facts
and drag the attention of people of the
country in the other way after the
Delhi High Court dismissed pleas to
quash the summons of seven
individuals including Sonia and
Rahul Gandhi accused in the National
Herald case. The matter, as has been
repeatedly pointed out, is a “routine
judicial action where the government
has no role”. Petitioner Subramanian
Swamy maybe a member of the BJP,
but he seeks to bring the Gandhis and
others to trial in his individual
capacity. In any case the entire
process was initiated in 2012, when
Dr. Swamy was not a member of the
BJP.

Earlier, Congress had also wasted
the entire monsoon session of
Parliament since it believes only in the
benefits of Nehru-Gandhi family and
not that of the nation and now the
winter session of the Parliament is
going to be whitewashed because of
Congress anti-development agenda.
Crores of rupees were wasted since the

Congress did not let the Parliament
function. The GST bill could not be
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passed and MPs were not able to ask
questions. This clearly reflects that the
Congress does not believe in national
interest. GST, which has been called
the biggest tax reform post-
Independence by the government,
proposes to create a uniform tax rate
across the country by subsuming
excise, service tax and other local
levies. The Constitution Amendment
Bill on GST is still awaiting the nod of
Rajya Sabha, which could hardly
transact any business this session.

Although at the starting of the
winter session, PM Modi had a ‘Chai
pe Charcha’” with Manmohan Singh
and Sonia Gandhi to talk and
smoothen things out for the passage
of key Bills like the goods and services
tax in Parliament. At the end of the
day, it is about a judicial process
where the law applies to everyone. The
Congress party will have to convince
judges, not anyone else, even if the
case involves those individuals
around which the whole party
revolves.

SPMRF Desk



Formulating the New
Education Policy

collaborative, multi-
stakeholder approach to
national policy formulation

On January 26th 2015, the Ministry
of Human Resource Development
initiated the process of formulating
the New Education Policy (NEP) to
meet the changing dynamics of the
population’s requirements with
regard to quality education,
innovation and research, aiming to
making India a knowledge
superpower by equipping its students
with the necessary skills and
knowledge and to eliminate the
shortage of manpower in science,
technology, academics and industry.

Unlike the past where the
consultative processes have depended
on a top-down approach which
involved a few experts, the current
NEP consultations is undertaking an
extensive, time-bound, participatory
bottom-up approach.

Celebrating the true spirit of
democracy, citizens, parents, teachers,
administrators, field practitioners,
industry, academicians and experts,
from across the country, have been
invited to actively engage in the policy
development process. 33 themes have
been identified to ensure focused
deliberations. The Government’s
citizen engagement platform, MyGoyv,
has played a critical role in enabling
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the inclusive

consultations.

In February,
earlier  this
year, I
convened a
meeting  of 8
representatives ji§
of various g8
ministries ofl .
the Government of India, inviting
suggestions for devising curriculum
from their perspective as well as
providing inputs in terms of
employability and manpower
requirements. In March, consultations
were held with state education
ministers and state education
secretaries to discuss the consultation
process for the formulation of the
NEP, in New Delhi. The NEP
consultations were also extensively
discussed during the CABE meeting in
August. This was followed by six
zonal meetings in September- October
which were attended by Education
Ministers and officials of the
respective States/ UTs. [ have also had
the opportunity to directly interact
with district collectors and sarpanches
across the Nation through video
conference.

Additionally, various central and
state institutions, including UGC,
AICTE, Association of Indian



Universities (AIU), NCERT, CBSE, the
Indian Institute of Advanced Studies
(IIAS)-Shimla, Indira Gandhi Open
University, Maulana Azad National
Urdu University- Hyderabad, Central
University of Gujarat, NLMA, Central
University of Rajasthan, NUEPA,
Central University of Sikkim and
National Council for Teach Education,
have held national thematic
workshops.

The extensive grassroots
consultations, which included
deliberations by village education
committees across 2.5 lakh gram
panchayats along with multi-
stakeholder meetings in blocks,
districts and urban bodies/
municipalities, commenced in June
2015. Parents, students, teachers,
elected officials, administrators,
members of civil society and citizens
have actively participated in these
meetings, which addressed issues
across the 33 themes. Based on the
consultation reports, State teams have
held state consultations and are in the
final stages of submitting their reports
to the Centre.

The team at MyGov has created an
online consultation module, which
enabled the upload of reports/
recommendation after each
consultative meeting. I am happy to
report that as on 26th November
2015, 1,00,421 villages, 5155 blocks,
1201 ULBs, 573 districts and 11 states
have already uploaded their
recommendations on their aspirations
for education in our country.

New Education Policy
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consultations, online comments and
suggestions were invited across
platforms. Over 29000 citizens have
submitted recommendations on
MyGov.in. Field practitioners have
participated in the online consultation
process through UN Solutions
Exchange (a knowledge management
initiative of the UN). Over 15000
students have submitted their
suggestions on education in India
through CBSE’s portal. Further,
UNESCO and the Mahatma Gandhi
Institute for Education for Peace,
Sustainable Developmenthas
undertaken a youth survey on the
National Education Policy.

The mammoth task of engaging
with citizens from all corners of the
country has required cooperation and
coordination across all political
parties, state governments, civil
society members and institutions.
State Education Ministers, state
education secretaries and district
Collectors are leading the efforts in
their jurisdictions. In addition, 2.5+
lakh executive officers of local bodies
are also directly involved in the
process.

Technology has played a critical
role in streamlining the process and
ensuring transparency. In fact, the
logo, slogan, and tagline for the NEP
were finalised through an online
competition on MyGov. In order to
facilitate continued engagement with
citizens, a dedicated website has been
launched for the NEP, as a one stop
portal for all information related to
the consultations. To provide full
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technical support, the consultations
have leveraged state information
officers (SIOs) from all 36 States/ UTs
as well as the district information
officers (DIOs) from all 650+ districts
in India.

Currently, the Committee for
Evolution of the New Education
Policy, which includes Shri T.S.R.
Subramanian, Former Cabinet
Secretary (Chairman); Smt. Shailaja
Chandra, former Chief Secretary,
NCT of Delhi; Shri Sevaram Sharma,
former Home Secretary, NCT of Delhj;
Shri Sudhir Mankad, former Chief
Secretary, Gujarat, and Prof. ] SRajput,
former Director, NCERT, is in the
process of drafting the National
Education Policy along with a
Framework for Action (FFA). The
National University of Educational
Planning and Administration
(NUEPA), New Delhi will assist the
Committee, and perform the
functions of a Secretariat to the
Committee.

For the first time in independent
India, citizens have been given the
opportunity to actively participate in
formulating a national policy along
with experts. It is my conviction that
only when the National Education
Policy reflects the aspirations of all our
citizens, will India be able to become
a true knowledge super power.

Smriti Zubin Irani is Union Minister
for Human Resource Development,
Government of India

Courtesy: Editorial on blog.mygov.in
Date: 29 Nov 2015
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NITI Ayog —The Story so far
and the Way Ahead

ITI (National Institution for
NTransforming India) was formally

set up on Ist January 2015, a few
months after the rest of government. What
does NITI do? What is NITI going to do?
The second is a better question, because
some strands of NITI’s work will fall into
place from 2016-17, not before. 2015-16
has been a year of transition. The 14th
Finance Commission submitted its Report
in December 2014. However, because the
Report needed to be placed before
Parliament first, when many States
formulated their respective Budgets for
2015-16 they didn’t factor in the
recommendations of the 14th Finance
Commission. Constitutionally, the only
organ responsible for fiscal devolution to
States is the Finance Commission. However,
the mandate of the Finance Commission
was diluted in the 1970s and the Plan versus
non-Plan distinction came into existence.
Plan transfers were routed through the
historical Planning Commission. In
addition, the Planning Commission
designed templates for centrally sponsored
schemes (CSS-s) and these increased in
importance since the late-1960s.
Legitimately, State governments
complained about rigid templates of CSS-
s, for which, they also had to provide
matching grants. The 14thFinance
Commission abolished the Plan versus non-
Plan distinction and increases untied
devolution from the divisible pool to States
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= Bibek Debroy
to 42%.

There may still be
additional Union
government funding
(even 100%) and CSS-
s for schemes that
possess  national
importance. Who
decides what these
schemes are? It would have been easy for
PMO, North Block or Niti Aayog to decide
their contours. But that would have gone
against the concept of federalism.
Therefore, sub-groups of Chief Ministers
were set up by Niti’s Governing Council
on CSS-s, the Swacch Bharat Mission and
skill development. Their reports have only
become recently available. In the interim,
for 2015-16, devolution from the Union
government couldn’t stop. What has been
done in 2015-16 is therefore a temporary
measure, to be overtaken by the
recommendations of the sub-groups.
That’s the reason 2015-16 was an year of
uncertainty, triggered partly by the fact that
the 14th Finance Commission, which
recommended such a major institutional
change, did not allow for a transitory
mechanism.

A large part of Niti’s mandate is the
evaluation of public expenditure schemes,
the examination of delivery and the linking
of these schemes with tangible
improvements in outcomes, difficult though
this may be for social sectors, especially



health. One can’t very well do this until one
knows what these schemes are, whether
funded (partly or wholly) by Union
government, or whether funded by schemes
States devise out of untied funds. That’s the
reason I said Niti’s work will come into its
own only from 2016-17.

This is also true of Niti’s function as a
repository of best practices in States.
Several States have done interesting things
in delivery, worthy of dissemination and
replication. From next year, Niti will take
stock of these. It will also take stock of
data, which will give an idea of base-line
indicators, on the basis of which, outcome
improvements can be measured. We have
already chosen a set of around 50
indicators, clustered under heads like
education (school), health, roads, water,
electricity and mobile penetration. We are
building this district upwards, though as a
terminal goal, there is an intention to take
this down to blocks, if not villages. The
historical Planning Commission was also
a source of data. For instance, where else
will you get data on social sectors in one
place? Now that we have SDGs, as
successor to MDGs, which organ of
government will gauge improvements in
these? That devolves on Niti. For some
indicators, there are problems with quality
of data. In other instances, data are very
difficult to get. As an example, for roads,
we have ready data for national highways
and even PMGSY. But you have no idea how
difficult it is to get data on district roads.
On Monday, 30th November 2015, Niti
has organized a conference of Chief
Secretaries of States, to see how these
ideas can be taken forward.

Niti is also a think tank, though different
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people mean different things when they use
this expression. It is not a think tank that
dabbles in the abstract and the esoteric. It
is interested in policy and suggesting better
policy options, with networking with other
such organization, including those that are
outside government. But for this, Niti has
to acquire some in-house expertise. Not
many people know that the number of
positions in Niti has been slashed from
around 1250 in the former Planning
Commission to around 600. These are
positions, with vacancies. Niti doesn’t begin
to function only because there is a Vice
Chairman and three members. We are
gradually advertising for these positions
(they won’t only be filled from within
government). Part of the think tank role is
when issues are referred to you by
government. That has started to occur, but
will necessarily be in the private domain,
not made public. The remaining part of the
think tank role is when Niti picks up issues,
suo motu, through a series of Working
Papers. That’s going to happen as soon as
we have people and in-house expertise.
There are two verticals within Niti, so to
speak. One is the link with States, much
more active than with the former Planning
Commission. That’s called the Team India
initiative. The other is the think tank role,
called the Knowledge Hub initiative.

Much of what I have said is already
there on our website. Unfortunately,
people often begin to judge an
organization without bothering to check
information that is already in the public
domain.

(Bibek Debroy is a veteran
economist and Member NITI Ayog.)

Courtesy: blog.mygov.in, 28 Nov
2015
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Modi’s Singapore

visit has laid the

foundation of a modernisation-centred
strategic partnership

I I the special status that Narendra
Modi places on Lee Kuan Yew
as leader of an Asian nation

made his second visit as Indian prime

minister to Singapore special. In

March this year, PM Modi had

attended Lee’s funeral and described

him as a “lion among leaders” and “a
global thinker who saw things ahead

= Siddharth Singh

conditions. He emphasized on the two
important aspects of the “strategic
partnership” — smart cities and skill
development — during his visit.

Singapore has already designed the
master-plan for the development of
the new Andhra Pradesh capital
Amaravathi. During his visit to
Singapore, PM Modi tried to extend

The admiration
which Modi has for
Lee was built over
earlier encounters
when the former was
Gujarat chief
minister and the
latter was minister /']
mentor of Singapore.

Like the founder of Singapore, who
perfected the art of conducting foreign
policy that would contribute greatly
to Singapore’s economic benefit,
Modi, too, is spearheading India’s
external relations to make the outside
environment as conducive as possible
to resolve India’s internal bottlenecks.

of others”.
ISERS

2N

'

Singapore is a pivotal partner not
just for India’s “Act East’ policy but,
in a larger sense, a motor of India’s
ascent. PM Modi is a firm believer in
transfer of capital, knowhow and best
practices from around the world,
which can then be adapted to Indian
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INSTITUTE

THE 37th SINGAPORE LECTURE

His Excellency Shri Narendra Modi
Prime Minist@&3f India
Qs

public  policy
cooperation to
remake the face of
urban India. His
tour of
Singapore’s
Institute of
Technical
.[Education (ITE)
was to concretise
its contribution to the ‘Skill India’
programme of equipping youth from
socio-economically underprivileged
backgrounds with vocational
knowledge for self-employment.

Indian chambers of commerce
have identified science and
technology as well as education as two
sectors where there is vast potential
for Singapore to invest in India. In his
entire visit, PM Modi’s developmental
agenda aimed to tap Singapore’s
leading attributes in these fields.

Until 2005, Singapore accounted
for only 3% of FDI entering India.
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Today, that figure has gone up to 10%
and Singapore is the second-largest
investor in India. Indian companies
have also made a beeline to open
offices in Singapore thanks to its tax-
friendly environment and its
unparalleled advantage of hosting
other global corporations which are
based in the city-state.

PM Modi’s stated ambition is to
scale up investment and trade,
capitalising on Singapore’s unique
attribute as a hub for payments,
logistics and trans-shipment of Indian
exports to the ASEAN region. One of
the high-profile events which was
scheduled during PM Modi’s
Singapore visit was his address to the
Indian community at the Singapore
Expo Centre.

Indian Singaporeans, a majority of
them being Tamils, comprise 9% of the
population and have often
overachieved in terms of
representation in government and
parliament in the Lion City. PM Modi
not only tried to reconnect them to
India’s economic growth saga but also
to recognise and strengthen their
positions as positive influences in
Singaporean society.

PM Modi while delivering the
Shangrila lecture in Singapore said
that oceans, space and cyber world
should not become “new theatres of
contests” but be the avenues of
“shared prosperity” and offered to
work in this direction. He talked about
how India and China have kept their
border region peaceful and stable
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despite the “unresolved issues”,
including the boundary question
between the two countries. The
statement is significance as tensions
are growing over South China Sea
with the USnow getting involved and
China warning it to keep away.

Singapore is a nation that has
become a metaphor for reality of
dreams. The lack of resources is no
constraint for inspiration, imagination
and innovation. Singapore’s success
has become an aspiration for Indians
and, in turn, India has also been as the
hope for a more peaceful, balanced and
stable world.

Noting that India and Singapore
have been together at many
crossroads of time, PM Modi said, “We
stood together at the dawn of
freedom...Singapore’s success has
become India’s springboard to the
world and gateway to the East. We
have comprehensive defence and
security cooperation. Singapore is the
biggest investment source.” Starting
from the first IT park in Bengaluru, the
partnership has now moved to the
newest city of Amaravathi, the new
capital of Andhra Pradesh.

With defence cooperation,
especially in the maritime and
counter-terrorism realms, also being
upgraded, it is not an exaggeration to
claim that PM Modi has laid the
foundation for a robust,
modernisation-centred strategic
partnership.

(Siddharth Singh is Research Associate
SPMRF )
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Electrified 56 villages in Jharkhand in

November 2015.

Finally, people of these villages can avail
the benefits of power

Sr. No. Village District State
1 Tenhuniya Deoghar Jharkhand
2 Barutoa Pashchimi Singhbhum Jharkhand
3 Basdiha Palamu Jharkhand
a Charain Palamu Jharkhand
5 Kathautia Palamu Jharkhand
& Kondadih Saraikela-Kharsawan Iharkhand
7 Raghunidih Kodarma Jharkhand
a Ugahara Purbi Singhbhum Jharkhand
q Chanbaria Purbi Singhbhum Jharkhand
10 Bagro Kodarma Jharkhand
11 Mahuadohar Kodarma Iharkhand
12 Khotwardih Kodarma Jharkhand
13 Birjamu Kodarma Jharkhand
14 Lakhipur Bokaro Iharkhand
15 Chargoi Bokaro Jharkhand
16 Turidih Bokaro Iharkhand
17 Gopinathdih Bokaro Jharkhand
18 Liludih/Barmasia Bokaro Jharkhand
19 Sarboa Bokaro Iharkhand
20 Chapatand Bokaro Jharkhand
21 Biswanathdih Bokaro Jharkhand
27 Raja Marcha Chatra Jharkhand
23 Gamharia Chatra Jharkhand
24 Bandih Deoghar Iharkhand
25 Hutugdag Ramgarh Jharkhand
26 Rampur Deoghar Jharkhand
27 Barkatni Dhanbad Jharkhand
28 Moudiha Dhanbad Jharkhand
29 lamdiha Dhanbad Jharkhand
20 Rupudih Dhanbad Jharkhand
21 Talbehar Dhanbad JTharkhand
The
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Sr. Mo. Village District State
) Ukama Dhanbad Jharkhand
23 Daldali Purbi Singhbhum Jharkhand
24 Boliyary Giridih Jharkhand
25 Kamla Singha Giridih Jharkhand
26 Kanadih Giridih Jharkhand
37 Hanila Giridih Jharkhand
38 Chunglo Giridih Jharkhand
1g Bandh Giridih Jharkhand
a0 Bijaiya Giridih Jharkhand
a1 Phulchi Giridih Jharkhand
a3 Maglo Giridih Jharkhand
43 Haninwatand Giridih Jharkhand
44 Magahaia Tola Giridih Jharkhand
45 Kajaro Giridih Jharkhand
46 Batharia Giridih Jharkhand
a7 Mahuatand Giridih Jharkhand
as Banamgutu Purbi Singhbhum Jharkhand
49 Dobapani Purbi Singhbhum Jharkhand
50 Makta Purbi Singhbhum Jharkhand
51 Kumirta Pashchimi Singhbhum Jharkhand
52 Tholko Pashchimi Singhbhum Jharkhand
53 Piprahi Kodarma Jharkhand
54 Birsodih Kodarma Jharkhand
55 Barahmasia Kodarma Jharkhand
56 Harli Kodarma Jharkhand

GRAMEEN VIDYUTIKARAN

The
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[/ Ancther Milestone in Efficient

and Accountable Governance

Track Status of Rural
Electrification in Real Time

Download "GRAMEEN VIDYUTIKARAN' App From

Available on the

P‘.\' L.thntﬂl play ' App Store
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Boost to Make In India ‘%'
with significant improvement -
in Ease of Doing Business
under NDA Govt

Improvements registered by World Bank

* Minimum capital requirement eliminated

* Certificate to commence business operations not required
* Single application form for new firms

» Online registration for tax identification numbers (TIN)

« New electricity connection simpler and faster

* Getting construction permits gets easier

* Online systems for filing and paying taxes

WB Report:
“If efforts are sustained over the next several years, they could lead to substantial benefits for
Indian entrepreneurs—along with potential gains in economic growth and job creation.”

INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES ARE UNANIMOUS

WORLD BANEK EF BRAMND FINAMCE
Maxmum increase in Ease of Doing Business Ranking et Workd's 7 most Valued Nation Brand'

WORLD ECONOMIG FORUM @;, OECD

B 16 places up in Global Compatilivenass Index y India poised for the highes! growth in Aslan Economies’

GLOBAL FINANCIAL SECRECY INDEX (FSI) loroan Stante MORGAMN STANLEY
45" Rank in the list of 92 Countries in 2015 R Darnage of Six years reversed in One year of Modi Govl
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E-Platform to provide access to the
Farmers across the Markets for their
Produce

Agricultural produce from one

market area to another, save
producers from multiple levies of
mandi charges and to ensure agro
commodities for consumer at
reasonable prices, the Government
has drawn a time bound
programme for developing

In order to ensure free flow of

Agriculture will provide free
software and help in its
customization for the states.
National Agriculture Market
(NAM) would offer a common
market places by providing real
time prices on a national level to
the participants of the Agri Produce
eco-systems. It would create an

.J#

ogrlcuh‘ur'

National Agriculture Market. The
National e-platform developed for
this proposes will cover 250 Agri
mandis by September 2016 and by
March 2018 total 585 mandis will
have the system to ensure the
farmers” access for their produce
across the markets.

The Centre has also urged the
state Governments to introduce an
e-market platform within the state
to unify mandis of the state so that
farmers are free to sell in any of the

mandis. Department  of
The
Nationalist
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efficient trading system for Agri-
produce, which would enable
transaction between buyers and
sellers from their existing location,
thus expending the existing market
and facilitating transactions in
places where markets do not
physically exist, over a period. A
new distribution channel for
procurement and sale will come
into existence, which would result
in better price discovery for Agri-
Produce, largely benefiting the
farmers.
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Ministry of Agriculture
Farmer's Portal to Sexrve as

a One Stop Shop

SELECT A DISTRICT-
AJMER
BALWAR
Skip to Main Content] Screen Reader Access| (| | | A | L I - “BANSWARA

— — BARAN

FARMERS’ PORTAL BARMER

BHARATPUR
“ONE STOP SHOP FOR FARMERS" BHILWARA
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| Home Page
B |
P |
he Farmers DPortal www.farmer.gov.in and
along with m-Kisan www.mkisan.gov.in. Its
Portal aims to serve as activities are also highlighted
a One Stop Shop for all the through short discussion/
farmers for  accessing interview on "DD Kisan
information on agricultural Channel". Efforts are
activities. The Portal provides continuously being made to
information about package of register farmers through
practices; crop and seed mKisan Portal and Kisan
varieties; common pests; Call Centre (KCC). Initiatives
dealer network for seeds, are also made to popularize
fertilizers & pesticides; this portal through
machinery and tools; agro- advertisement in
met advisories, credit & newspapers. Extension
insurance, rain-fed areas etc. workers also put in their
Both these Portals can easily effort to popularize the portal
be accessible from any part of among the farmers by
the country free of cost by the holding  meeting and
farmers by visiting the workshop at different levels
Ministry's site at URL: in the States.®
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INDIA@NEW INITIATIVES

Ministry of Urban Development
Rs.3,250 cr bonanza for decongestion
and development of Delhi by Modi

Government
(Additional Rs.96 cr for making Delhi clean)

Delhi Government
R 1,500 Crade

| Rs. 1,665 Crore

inister of Urban
Development recently
announced a Rs.3,250 cr

special assistance for
decongestion of roads and
development of Delhi. Various
projects to be taken up in this
regard will be funded from the
Urban Development Fund of the
Ministry of Urban Development.
This was announced by Shri Naidu
after launching the intensive
Swachh Delhi campaign at a
programme organized by the
Delhi Government. Under the
package announced by the Modi
Government, the Delhi

Government will be provided
with Rs.1,500 cr, DDA with
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The Morth Corporatian

Rs.1,665 cr and North Municipal
Corporation of Delhi with Rs.85 cr
for executing various projects.

The Government of India is
providing this fund to the Delhi
Government for addressing
different choking points through
improvement of road geometry
and construction of under passes
and flyovers to enable traffic
decongestion. The projects to be
taken up by the Delhi
Development Authority are:

1. Construction of 1 km long
Rail Under Bridge at
Holambi and Rail Over
Bridge of 1.40 km length at
Mundka, on Eastern Urban

Road-I at a cost of Rs.615 cr;



2. Construction of 860 meter
long Rail over Bridge at
Narela on Urban Eastern
Road-I for decongesting
Outer Ring Road at a cost
of Rs.400 cr;

3. Construction of 1.50 km
long Tunnel near Bhagya
Vihar and Meer Vihar on
Urban Eastern Road-II at
a cost of Rs.300 cr which
helps in decongesting
Outer Ring Road; and

4. Completion of the 3.50 km
stretch of Dwarka Express
Way between Urban
Eastern Road-II and
Northern Peripheral Road
providing relief to the
residents of Dwarka and
Gurgaon by reducing
travel time and
decongesting NH-8.

5. North MCD will be
provided with Rs.85 cr to
complete balance work of
construction of Grade
Seperator at Rani Jhansi
Road that will reduce
travel time from Karol
Bagh to North Delhi by
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about 50 minutes.

Shri Venkaiah Naidu, the
Urban Development Minister,
also announced sanction of
Rs.96.70 cr to Delhi Government
for taking up Swachh Delhi
works through Municipal Bodies
and handed over a cheque to
Delhi Government. Since the
launch of Swachh Bharat
Mission in October last year,
good progress has been received
in respect of construction of
individual household toilets,
community and public toilets
and solid waste management.
Almost 6 lakhs individual toilets
and 29,000 community and
public toilets have been built till
October end. 100% Door-to-
door collection of solid waste is
being collected in 33,301 wards
out of a total of 78,000 urban
wards in the country. Central
government is taking up policy
and regulatory measures to
promote conversion  of
municipal solid waste into
energy and compost. B
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Amit Shah while addressing the public
gathering in Dibrugarh (Assam)

I I the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
sounded the poll bugle in
Assam with party president

Amit Shah holding a party workers’

rally in Dibrugarh in Upper Assam.

Assembly polls are due in the

state in around April next year. L::ai-'

The BJP, which had displayed [

spectacular performance in i

2014 general election by

winning seven of the 14 Lok [§

Sabha seats in the state, is

hoping for a repeat of the

performance again in 2016. The

party is hopeful of forming the ¥ gk ed 44
Amit Shah

next government in Assam. In

preparation for the polls, BJP had
made a major change in its state
leadership. It brought back
Sarbananda Sonowal as state
president, replacing the incumbent
Siddhartha Bhattacharjee. It was
under Sonowal’s leadership that the
party fought the 2014 election in
Assam. “Assam will be the first state
in eastern India where the BJP will
form the government,” said a
confident BJP president Shri Amit
Shah while addressing the rally. He
also charged the ruling Congress party
of holding closed door talks with All
India United Democratic Front
(AIUDF), headed by cleric Maulana
Badaruddin Ajmal, for a pre-poll
understanding. “Why is the Congress
holding closed door talks with
AIUDF? If it has courage, let it hold
talks in open. Both Congress and
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AIUDF have secret plans to make
Assam an extended part of
Bangladesh,” said Shah.

While addressing the public
gathering in Dibrugarh (Assam),

E 1AW 8 T v
urged BJP Assam unit to
launch a massive awareness
campaign to expose the misdeeds &
corruption of Gogoi government and
to spread the following message and
ask people whether:

* After 15 years of Congress
government, does every village
have 24hr power? Is every village
connected by road? Do people get
chloride free water?

* A government that hobnobs with
AIUDF cannot get Assam freedom
from infiltration. Only BJP can
make North East free of
Bangladeshi infiltrators

* If development has to reach grass
root, Assam needs a BJP
government because BJP have
decide that one minister from
centre will visit Northeast once in
every 15 days.
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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Roundtable Discussion organised by SPMRF on 26th
December 2015 on the topic

"Dalit Entrepreneurship: Tracing the
Empowerment Trajectory from
Patronage to Partnership"

r. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Research Foundation
(SPMRF) organised a

Roundtable discussion on 26th
December 2015 on  "Dalit
Entrepreneurship: Tracing the
Empowerment Trajectory from
Patronage to Partnership". Mr. Milind
Kamble who is the Founder Chairman
of the Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (DICCI) was
the Guest Speaker who spoke in
details on the various aspects of issue.

Welcoming the speaker Dr.
Anirban Ganguly, Director, SPMREF,
noted how his efforts were watershed
and announced the beginning of a
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new era. He also observed that SPMRF
was determined to continue with a
series of dialogue and outreach on this
very crucial issue so that this new
effort is better understood and
supported.

Mr. Kamble said that when India
became independent in 1947, its
Constitution banned caste
discrimination and reserved seats for
Dalits in the legislatures, government
services, and some educational
institutions. These reservations
created a thin upper crust of Dalits in
politics and government services. But
caste discrimination remained wide
spread, especially in rural India.



However, major changes were
sparked by economic reforms in 1991
by opening up the closed economy.
The arrival of the competitive market
and its creative destruction broke old
caste bonds and facilitated the shift of
Dalits to new occupations. The new
economic reforms dismantled
controls, accelerating growth and
competition. Fierce competition soon
ensured that the price of a supplier
mattered more than his caste. This
created openings for Dalit
entrepreneurs. Although the Dalit
revolution is still in its early stages, but
now it is unstoppable. The new slogan
is - Fight the caste system with capital.
The new opportunities and fast
growth created by economic reform
opened up new business spaces for the
Dalits to occupy. Traditionally,
business was taboo for Dalits. But
today millions of Dalits run their own
businesses, and a few thousand have

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

emerged as millionaires. Instead of
being condemned to live at the bottom
of the social ladder, these Dalits have
become bosses, hiring upper caste
workers. This is an unprecedented
social revolution. Dalit-owned
companies are now important
suppliers of components to top
automobile companies including
Honda, Tata Motors, Bajaj Auto, and
Hero Corporation".

Mr. Kamble also spoke about how
corporate farming boost yield and
neutralises the caste order especially
in rural areas. He said that
mechanisation of farming is creating
caste-neutral jobs that dismantle
occupational hierarchy - the backbone
of the caste order. The assembly line
can be the greatest social equaliser.
Bhautikvaad or materialism triggers
consumerism - not just in towns but
in the countryside as well.
Consumerism boosts industrialisation
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Besides this, Mr.
Kamble is also a
member of the
Planning Board of the
Indira Gandhi
National Open
University (IGNOU)
and was awarded the
Padma Shri in 2013, for
his efforts towards the
development of the
Dalitindustry. A lively
discussion followed
where a number of
interesting suggestions
came up and were
discussed.

The Roundtable
discussion was
attended by many
eminent guests like
\Shri Ravi Kumar
|Narra (President-
DICCI South India
and Padma  Sri
Awardee 2014), Shri

that produces classes to replace caste.
He also pointed out flagship
programmes such as Make in India
and initiatives such as MUDRA
Yojana were imparting a big boost to
efforts of Dalit entrepreneurship.

Mr. Milind Kamble is also an
entrepreneur and in 2005, he founded
the DICCI, which is based in Pune.
DICCI works for the financial and
social development of Dalits and
organizes activities such as trade fairs.
Today DICCI comprises of over 3,000
member-millionaires.
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Raja Nayak (President of DICCI-
Karnataka), Shri Raj Liberhan, former
Director, India Habitat Centre &
member, SPMRF Advisory Council,
Dr Vijay Chauthaiwala, Convener,
BJP Foreign Affairs Department, Prof.
Santosh Mehrotra, senior economist
and expert in labour and skill
development, (JNU), Dr. ].K.Bajaj,
Director Centre for Policy Studies
(CPS), Mr. Hindol Sengupta, author
and many young scholars who are
working on this issue on ground.

(Report prepared by Siddharth Singh,
Research Associate, SPMRF)






“The gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural,
social, economic and political can be rendered
possible through coordinated efforts of bands
of trained and disciplined Indians. Armed with
the knowledge of India's past glory and
greatness, her strength and weakness, it is they
who can place before their country a
programme of work, which while loyal to the
fundamental traditions of India civilisation
will be adapted to the changing conditions of
the modern world."

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943




