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A large number of old-timers and seniors have expressed a deep resentment and surprise at the way 
Nitish Kumar and the JDU and Lalu Prasad Yadav’s RJD have embraced each other and gone over to 
the Congress camp. These veterans are unable to accept the fact that the same party which threw 
Jayaprapakash Narayan in prison because he wished to preserve the democratic ethos of India is 
today being pampered by JP’s erstwhile followers. Such political opportunism – to see political 
disciples of the late Lokanayak join hands with the party which treated him so badly and in such 
cavalier manner – has not gone down well not only with these people but also with the vast majority 
of the people in the state for whom “Jayaprakash Babu” still remains a revered icon and symbol.  

The Bihar elections and the entire debate it has generated on the issue of “development” versus 
“jungle raj” has caught the attention of the entire country. Prime Minister Modi and the BJP speak of 
the need for Bihar’s all-round development and argue that it is imperative that Bihar be lifted up from 
her present state of neglect and marginalization. For decades, Bihar has suffered neglect. Both the 
RJD and the JDU have in fact invested little time and energy in Bihar’s upliftment or in evolving 
opportunities for the youth of Bihar. The aspirations of Bihar’s youth remain unfulfilled and 
unaddressed. Interestingly whenever BJP has been a ruling component in Bihar, the state has seen 
growth in a number of fundamental areas and has marched ahead. The BJP’s record of performance 
has outshone others by a large margin. 

The Bihar election is being widely followed. Mr. Aseervatham Achary, BJP Member from Tamil 
Nadu, who was active in the strategy committee during the 2014 General Elections took interest in 
the debate and has come up with a report which clearly indicates that it was only because of the BJP 
that Bihar saw some progress and forward march. Sifting through statistics and data and making a 
comparative study of various years and parameters, Achary has come up with the finding and 
conclusion that the Bharatiya Janata Party is essential to the progress of Bihar and its rule is 
necessary for Bihar to emerge out of its present state of neglect. The Congress, JDU and RJD have, 
between them, ruled Bihar for the longest period and ironically they speak of Bihar’s neglect. 
Achary’s finding clearly establishes that on the most crucial development parameters, Bihar has 
improved only when the BJP was there to direct governance and development. His study comes at a 
crucial time and needs to be widely read.  

It is important that a large section among the intelligentsia takes note of the study and recognize its 
findings and evolve opinion in that light. After all the larger objective is to see Bihar, a state with a 
great legacy, mighty history and huge potential, become one the most rapidly developing state of 
India. Prime Minister Modi’s model of development, growth and opportunities is the only way out 
and forward for Bihar. 

- Dr. Anirban Ganguly   
Director,  

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research Foundation 
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