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;g txr la?k"kkZRed ugha] l`tukRed gS

^^;fn ge pkgrs gSa fd fo”o lagkj vkSj 

fouk”k ls cpsa rks gesa bl fLFkfr dks 

cnyuk gksxkA jk’Vª dks cnyus dh 

vko”;drk ughaA og cnyk ugha tk 

ldrkA gesa rks thou dk n”kZu 

cnyuk gksxkA l`f’V ds fodkl dh 

lgh foospuk djuh gksxhA if”pe ds 

[kxksy”kkL=h dksifuZdl ds iwoZ 

Vkyseh ds gh fl)kar dks vdkV~; lR; 

ekudj pyrs FksA rc rd i`Foh ds 

pkjksa vksj lw;Z ?kwerk FkkA ckn esa lw;Z ds 

pkjksa vksj i`Foh ?kweus yxhA vkt 

if”pe dks ,sls fdlh Økafrdkjh n”kZu 

dh vko”;drk gSA bZ”oj vkSj “kSrku ds }Sr ds LFkku ij v}Sr dk Kku djkuk gksxkA ;g 

txr la?k’kkZRed ugha] l`tukRed gSA cht o`{k ds :Ik esa la?k’kZ ds fy, ugha rks vius Lor% 

ds lk{kkRdkj ds fy, izdV gksrk gSA mlds thou dk mn~ns”; fdlh dk fouk”k ugha] fdlh 

ds fy, vius vkidks lefiZr dj nsuk gSA lEiw.kZ l`f’V ,d nwljs dks lg;ksx nsrh gqbZ py 

jgh gSA bldk vkèkkj la?k’kZ ugha lg;ksx gSA... ;fn ge fodkloknh gSa rks l`f’V ds l`tu dk 

fu;e gesa Lohdkj djuk pkfg,] foltZu ;k lagkj dk ughaA **

& nhun;ky mikè;k;
& ¼ jk”Vª fparu % nhun;ky mikè;k;] yksdfgr izdk’ku] y[kuÅ % 2007% i`0 112½
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areas such as defence, industry, he devastating earthquake 
investment and economic growth. which hit Nepal and parts of T Prime Minister's visit to UNESCO, India last week was heart 
to the Memorial to Indian soldiers rending. The swiftness with which 
fallen during World War-I, his visit Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to the memorial of Komagata Maru directed relief efforts to the affected 
and to the one dedicated to victims people in Nepal and India was 
of the Kanishka flight that was inspiring and hope-generating. The 
bombed by terrorists, offered a energy with which the Forces, MEA, 
healing touch and was a recognition NDRF and other agencies were 
of India's global contributions in the pressed into action was remarkable 
past and of the sacrifice of her as it was reassuring. Demonstrating 
soldiers and freedom fighters.     and expressing India's spirit of true 

friendship and support Prime S o m e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  –  
Minister said that “for 125 crore particularly the AAP and the 
Indians, Nepal is their own country Congress – have been indulging in 
and India will make all efforts to petty politicking over the farmers' 
wipe the tears of every person in issue in the country. While one party 
Nepal, hold their hands and stand displayed its most inhuman side by 
w i t h  t h e m ” ,  s u c h  g e n u i n e  goading a farmer to his death, the 
utterances of intent and action have other – after having presided over 
gone a long way in cementing ties the farmers' ruin for years now – is 
b e t w e e n  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  resorting to polemics and cheap 
neighbourhood. It also lends publicity stunts.  The Prime 
credence to Prime Minister Modi's Minister's word that the country 
vision of evolving SAARC into a and the Government is resolved to 
region of shared prosperity and stand by the farmers and to work in 
cooperation. alleviating their problems has 

completely exposed the false tears After a long interval an Indian 
and attitudes of these parties and Prime Minister has chosen to focus 
their leaders. The LAB as it is being on Europe and undertook a highly 
sought to be introduced by the successful visit to that continent. An 
Government, in fact, aims at action packed tour of Europe and 
improving the farmers' condition in Canada yielded great results in 
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the country and to work out a more response that the Party President's 

prosperous future for them. As tour generated in the region is not 

Chief Minister of Gujarat, Prime only an indication of things to come 

Minister Modi had one of the best b u t  a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  

and most innovative track-record seriousness with which the BJP 

on the agronomical front and one is wishes to work for the progress and 

certain that it will be no different at prosperity of the Northeastern 

the national level as well. states.

In a deeply significant outreach the Those who choose to live with 

national president of the BJP has blinkers, or remain confused or 

undertaken a continuous tour of the prisoners of a past degenerative 

Northeastern state  and has political habit are the ones who are 

interacted with Party workers and trying to slow India's progress – 

members of the civil society as well. they were rejected in the past and 

In fact through such an effort the shall be rejected in the future as 

Party has actualized ACT EAST- and well. Aspirational India will no more 

has generated a new momentum. be hijacked by negative political 

Those who argue that BJP's profile agendas.

is limited or constricted to one  
geographical part of the country - Dr. Anirban Ganguly

Director, SPMRFhave been proved wrong, the 
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Our goal: Our collective goal is to seek welfare of the individual; the strength 

a peaceful and prosperous future for of the nation is determined by the 

our world, in which every Nation has a joined hands of every citizen; and, real 

voice; all people have an identity; all progress is measured through empow-

cultures are flowers in a garden; every erment of the weakest. We shall judge 

human being has a life of dignity; every our progress not just by the cold statis-

child a future of opportunity; and our tics of growth, but by the warm glow of 

planet the chance to preserve its glory. belief and hope on human faces.

The seeds of our collective destiny are Importance of girl child educa-
sown in human minds .It is nurtured tion: Our progress will remain a 
by the light of education and the spirit mirage unless women no longer suffer 
of enquiry. Education always had a from daily fear, or barriers to opportu-
special place in our tradition. As our nity; and, when they are no longer 
ancient saying goes, “It is the wealth victims of exclusion and prejudice. 
that increases by giving, that wealth is And, this change must begin with the 
knowledge. And is supreme of all girl child. So, the programme to edu-
possessions”. cate and support the girl child in India 

Modern state in an ancient land: is one that is closest to my heart. We 

We have built a modern state in an will ensure that they can go to school; 

ancient land, with a timeless tradition and, also, that they can attend it in 

of openness and co-existence; and, a safety and dignity.

society of extraordinary diversity. The Digital India and role of Science: 
foundation of our Constitution rests on Today, the digital age has created 
a fundamental principle: the peace and opportunities beyond imagination; 
prosperity of all is indivisible from the but, digital divide can expand dispari-

PM Modi's Address to UNESCO

PM MODI’S VISION
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ties. On the other hand, digital connec- problems. 

tivity and smart phones have create a Role of UNESCO: We see the value 
revolution of possibilities to educate, of UNESCO to our world with great 
deliver services and extend develop- clarity. In the challenges of our times, 
ment. Our Digital India will create a we see its purpose with a sense of 
participative, transparent and a urgency. The fault lines in our world 
responsive government, connected to are shifting from the boundaries of 
the citizens. For us, science is driven by nations into the web of our societies 
the larger purpose of human develop- and the streets of our cities. The threats 
ment; and, for a safe, sustainable, are changing from domination by 
prosperous future for India. Science states to destruction by groups. We 
also unites people across borders in a fight today not only over what we 
shared purpose. And, when we share claim, but also for who we are. And, in 
its fruits with those who don't have it, many parts of the world, culture 
we connect lives and make our world a remains a source of conflict. We have 
better place. access to communication at the click of 

Culture must connect, not divide, a mouse. We live in a world of informa-

our world: Culture is a sublime tion. Yet, we know that familiarity does 

expression of a people; and, the foun- not always lead to fraternity; or reduce 

dations of a society. UNESCO's initia- prejudice. UNESCO can play a vital 

tives to preserve the world's cultural role in addressing them.

heritage, including in India, are inspir- Climate change and India's phi-
ing. We see India's rich and diverse losophy: Climate change is a pressing 
cultural heritage as humanity's wealth. global challenge. And, it calls for a 
And, we will do everything to preserve collective human action; and, a com-
it for future generations. Culture must prehensive response.We must draw 
connect, not divide, our world. It upon our entire wealth of wisdom; the 
should be a bridge to greater respect strength of every institution; all possi-
and understanding between people. It bilities of innovation; and, the power of 
should join nations in peace and har- science.In India, faith and Nature have 
mony. We must turn deep into our had a deep link since ancient times.For 
cultures; traditions; and religions; to us, the only path to prosperity is the 
overcome the rising tide of extremism, sustainable one.We make this choice 
violence, and divisions across the with the natural instincts of our culture 
world. Cultures also hold great wealth and tradition. Too often, our discus-
of traditional knowledge. Societies sion is reduced to an argument about 
across the world have evolved them emission cuts. But, we are more likely 
through wisdom gathered over the to succeed if we offer affordable solu-
ages. And, they hold the secrets to tions, not simply impose choices.
economic, efficient, and, environment 

friendly solutions to many of our 
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Message of Indian Lions: The lions whole spectrum of our government, 

are a symbol of a new India. They roar; society and business. Our scale of 

but with a message of friendship and transformation is vast; therefore, the 

promise of partnership. We want to opportunities we offer are huge. 

accelerate economic growth and create Role of Good Governance: Good 
jobs for our youth. We want to build Governance is essential not just for our 
world class industry and infrastruc- citizens, but also for business. With 
ture. We want to transform our cities transparency and speed, we have 
and villages; clean up our environ- resumed long stalled projectsand 
ment; and improve the quality of life. allocation of resources. This is adding 

India, a land which is full of new momentum to our economy.Our 

opportunities: India is open and task is huge; it won't be completed 

ready to embrace the world. As I have overnight. But, I am confident that it 

travelled around the world, I have seen will. And, we are moving firmly and 

a new level of interest in building clearly in that direction. The wind of 

partnerships of trade, investment and change is there. And, it is gathering 

innovation in India. It mirrors the speed. 

surge of hope in our own people and Dreaming a prosperous future: 
industry; the new tide of expectation in We want a future in which excellence 
our 800 million youth – for opportuni- defines every sector and every industry 
ties and progress. And, if we want to in our country. It is not just about 
fulfill the dreams of our youth, we must financial flows, new technology or 
turn our industry into a manufacturing products. It is also about learning from 
hub for the world and an engine for each other; about seeing possibilities 
employment at home. And, we must in new ways. The progress of one sixth 
equip our youth with the skills to meet of humanity will be of great conse-
the needs of our nation, and the quence for the world and our beautiful 
demands of the globalized world. planet. It will be a world of more hope 

Why Make in India? --Whatever we and opportunities; a world more confi-

choose to do, from reaching the cutting dent of its success. The humanity 

edge of industry to meeting the most needs the solidarity and strength of 

critical social need, we require invest- international partnerships more than 

ment and technology, industry and ever before.India will do its part - as an 

enterprise. That is why for me, Make in anchor of economic stability; an engine 

India is not a brand. Nor is it simply a for growth; and, as a force of peace and 

slogan on a smart lion! It is a new stability in the world. 

national movement. And, it covers the 

Salient Points of PM Modi's Speech at the 
Inaugural Session of Hannover Messe
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Salient Points of PM Modi's Speech at the 

Valedictory Session of Civil Services Day 

Ÿ ge Robotic ugha gks ldrs vkSj blfy, ge Governance Art ds fcuk py ugha ldrh vkSj 

tc Hkh Civil Service Day euk,a rks dqN iy tc eS a aART dgrk g w aA A for 
viuksa dk [;ky j[kus ds fy, Hkh rks j[kk tk,A accountability, R for responsibility, 

T for transparency, ART, ;s art pkfg,] Ÿ gekjh lQyrk dh lcls igyh uhao gS] gekjs 
Hkhrj dk balku] gekjs Hkhrj dh balkfu;r] viukiu] good governance ds fy, fcuk art thou Hkh 
viuksa ds fy, thuk] tw>uk] ;s phtsa ,d cgqr rkdr laHko ugha gksrkA 
nsrh gSaA 

Ÿ geus viuh capacity building ij cy 
Ÿ ealwjh esa vki yksxksa ds fy, ,d Motto ogka nsuk iM+sxk] Government esa dke djuk ;g xoZ 

fy[kk gqvk jgrk FkkA ̂ 'khya ije Hkw"k.keßA eSa pkgwaxk dSls cus] ;g okrkj.k fQj ls cukuk gksxkA vkSj ;g 
civil service esa jgus okys gj O;fä ds fy, ;s cukus ds fy, eSa ekurk gwa gesa bl dke dks djuk 
okD; ugha gS] ?kks"k okD; ugha gS] ;s 'kCn lajpuk ugha gksxk] gesa viuk Hkh fodkl djuk gksxkA geus iqjkus 

gS] ;s Article of faith gSA ;s thou thus dk vius nk;js] resource dks cnyuk iM+sxkA ubZ 
,dek= fl)kar gS] ,dek= ekxZ gSA phtksa dks lh[kuk iM+sxk] le>uk iM+sxkA 

Ÿ ge fodkl dk oks jkLrk [kkstsaxs fd ftlds ŸdksbZ ;g dgs fd esjs esa lc xq.k gh xq.k Hkjs gSa] rks 
dkj.k xjhc vkSj vehj dk Qklyk c<+rk u tk,] ge mlls cM+k dksbZ ew[kZ ugha gks ldrkA gjsd ds vanj 

xq.k vkSj voxq.k gksrs gSaA gesa r; djuk gS fd HkbZ fodkl dk oks model rS;kj djsaxs] tks 'kgj vkSj 
bruk cM+k lkekftd nkf;Ro feyk gS rks eq>s fdl xkao ds chp esa Hksn iSnk djrk u gks] ,drk] ,dhdj.k 
jkLrs ij pyuk gSA ds jkLrs ij gesa ys tkrk gksA 

ŸdHkh&dHkkj dke djrs&djrs fujk'kk vk tkrh ŸE-Governance Is Effective 
gSA irk ugha D;ksa dSls ;s 'kCn gekjs Hkhrj ?kql x, gSaA G o v e r n a n c e ,  E c o n o m i c a l  
,d bureaucratic temperament vkSj Governance, Easy Governance vkSj oks 
nwljk political interference vc 'kCn ckgj fnu nwj ugha gS tc nqfu;k Mobile 
ls ugha vk,] fdlh i=dkj us gekjs flj ij ugha Fkksis Governance ij pyus okyh gSA ysfdu ge 
gSaA ;s ge gh yksxksa us mi;ksx fd;k gSA yksdra= esa vius vkidks ltx ugha djsaxs rks fQj eSa le>rk gwa 
bureaucratic system vkSj politics dk fd ge fdrus gh rkdroj D;ksa u gks] nqfu;k gels 
pksyh nkeu dk ukrk gS] NqVus okyk ugha gSA yksdra= tks vis{kk dj jgh gS] mldks iwjk ugha dj ik,axs vkSj 
dh ;gh rks fo'ks"krk gSA ;s vko';d gS political blfy, gekjs fy, vko';d gS fd ge Reform 
interference ugha pkfg, ysfdu political dks cy nsa vkSj Reform gh gekjh rkdr gS vkSj 
intervention vfuok;Z :i ls pkfg,] ojuk mlesa Political Leadership dk dksbZ Role 
yksd'kkgh ugha py ldrh gSA political ugha gSA 
intervention is needed ojuk tulkekU; 

Ÿtc eSa Effective Governance dh ckr 
dh vkokt dks dSls igqapk,axsA interference 

djrk gwa] Good Governance dh ckr djrk 
rckg dj ldrk gS] intervention vfuok;Z gksrk 

g w a A  Then Without Art  Good 
gSA

Governance is impossible, Good 
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PM Modi's Remarks on 50th Jnanpeeth 

Award Ceremony

lekt thou esa rduhdh fodkl fdruk gh D;ksa u vkt Hkh vkSj lekt ds vui<+ ls vui<+ O;fä ls 

gqvk gks] oSKkfud fodkl fdruk gh D;ksa u gqvk gks ysdj ds oSf'od Kku laiknu djus dk ftldks 

ysfdu mlds lkFk&lkFk ekuoh; laosnukvksa dk Hkh volj feyk gS] mudks Hkh oks ,d gh dgkor tksM+ 

vxj foLrkj ugha gksrk gS] Åapkb;ksa dks Nwus dk ikrh gSA ;kfu ge dYiuk dj ldrs gSa fd fdruk 

ç;kl ugha gksrk gS] rks irk ugha ekuo tkfr dk D;k lkeFkZ~; gksxk fd tks uhps ls ysdj vkleku rd dh 

gksxk\ vkSj blfy, foKku vkSj Technology ds ;qx voLFkk dks Li"V dj ldrk gS] tksM+ ldrk gSA 

esa lkfgfR;d lk/kuk ekuoh; laosnukvksa dks mtkxj bruk gh ugha oks chrs gq, ;qx dks] orZeku dks vkSj 

djus ds fy,] ekuoh; laosnukvksa dks latksus ds fy, vkus okys ;qx dks tksM+us dk lkeF;Z j[krk gSA 

,d cgqr cM+h vkS"kf/k ds :i esa dke djrk gS vkSj tks lkfgR; dh rkdr mlls vusdksa xquk T;knk gksrh gS 

lkfgfR;d lkfgR; jpuk djrk gSA vktdy vki vkSj ltZd tc djrk gS] eSa ugha ekurk gwa fd oks 

Computer ds fy, Software cuk nsa vkSj Software ds okpd ds fy, dqN fy[krk gS] eSa ugha ekurk gwa] u gh 

vanj Programming ds lkFk ,d&nks gtkj 'kCn oks blfy, fy[krk gS fd mls dqN mins'k nsuk gS] u 

Mky nsa vkSj Computer dks dg nsa fd HkbZ mlesa ls gh oks blfy, fy[krk gS fd mldks dksbZ fookn 

dqN cukdj ds fudky nks] rks 'kk;n oks cuk nsrk gSA dj&djds viuk txg cukuh gSA oks blfy, 

ysfdu oks Production gksxk] oks Assemble djsxk] fy[krk gS] oks fy[ks fcuk jg ugha ldrk gSA mlds 

Hkhrj ,d vkx gksrh gS] mlds Hkhrj ,d Tokyk gksrh Creation ugha dj ldrk gS vkSj ;s creativity tks 
gS] mlds Hkhrj ,d rM+i gksrh gS vkSj rc tkdj ds gS] oks vuqHkwfr dh vfHkO;fä gksrh gSA og ,d n'kZu 
L;kgh ds lgkjs oks laosnuk,a 'kCn dk :i /kkj.k ds :i esa çokfgr gksrh gS vkSj rc tkdj ds ihf+<;ksa 
djds cgus yx tkrh gSa] tks ihf+<;ksa rd fHk>ksrh rd lkekU; ekuo ds thou dks Li'kZ djrh jgrh gSA 
jgrh gSa] iFk&n'kZd cudj ds jgrh gSa vkSj rc gekjs ;gka ijaijk ls fudyh gqbZ dgkorsa gSaA lfn;ksa 
tkdj ds oks lkfgR; lekt dh ,d 'kfä cu tkrk ds çHkko ls] vuqHko ls] latks&latks djds cuh gqbZ 
gSA dksbZ dYiuk dj ldrk gS] osn fdlus cuk,a gSa] gksrh gSa vkSj geus ns[kk gksxk fd ,d dgkor thou 
dc cuk,a gSa] dgka irk gS ysfdu vkt Hkh ekuo tkfr dh fdruk fn'kk&n'kZd cu tkrh gSA ,d dgkor 
ftu leL;kvksa ls my> jgh gS] mlds lek/kku fdruk cM+h mins'k ns tkrh gSA irk rd ugha gS ;s 
mlesa ls fey jgs gSaAdgkor dk jpf;rk dkSu Fkk] fu;ark dkSu Fkk] fdl 

dky[kaM esa fuekZ.k gqvk Fkk] dqN irk ugha gSA ysfdu 



he Union Cabinet recently 

gave its approval for the TA p p r o a c h  a n d  K e y  

Components of e-Kranti: National 

e-Governance Plan (NeGP) 2.0. 

This is a follow up to the key 

decisions taken on the Digital India 

programme held in November 

2014. This programme has been 

envisaged by the Department of 

Electronics and Information 

Technology (DeitY).

are as follows:The objectives of 'e-Kranti' 

are as follows: 1) Transformation and not 

Translation.1) To redef ine  NeGP with  

transformational and outcome 2) Integrated Services and not 
oriented e-Governance initiatives. Individual Services.

2) To enhance the portfolio of 3) G o v e r n m e n t  P r o c e s s  
citizen centric services. Reengineering  (GPR) to  be  

mandatory in every MMP.3) To ensure optimum usage of 

core Information & Communication 4) I C T  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  o n  
Technology (ICT). Demand.

4) To promote rapid replication 5) Cloud by Default.
a n d  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  e - G o v .  

6) Mobile First.
applications.

7) Fast Tracking Approvals.
5) T o  l e v e r a g e  e m e r g i n g  

8) Mandating Standards and technologies.
Protocols.

6) To make use of more agile 
9) Language Localization.implementation models.

10) National GIS (Geo-Spatial The key principles of e-Kranti 

Vision of e-Kranti is “Transforming          
e-Governance for Transforming 

Governance
Ÿ Siddharth Singh
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Information System). implementation, resolving inter-

Ministerial issues and ensuring 11) Security and Electronic Data 
speedy sanction of projects. Preservation.

The thrust areas of the e-Kranti – e-Kranti is an important pillar of 
electronic delivery of services under the Digital India programme. The 
the Digital India programme are:-Vision of e-Kranti is “Transforming 

e-Governance for Transforming Technology for Education (e-

Governance”. The Mission of e- Education), Health (e-Healthcare), 

Kranti is to ensure a Government Farmers, Financial Inclusion, 

wide transformation by delivering Planning,  Just ice ,  Security ,  

a l l  G o v e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e s  Planning and Cyber Security.

electronically to citizens through E-Governance wi l l  a lso  be  
integrated and inter-operable implemented under e-Kranti to 
systems via multiple modes, while reform Government through 
ensuring efficiency, transparency Technology which is a pivotal pillar 
and reliability of such services at of the Digital India programme. It 
affordable costs. will be done by undertaking and 

The approach and methodology of s t r e n g t h e n i n g  G o v e r n m e n t  

e-Kranti are fully aligned with the Process, Re-engineering, electronic 

Digital India programme. The databases, complete workflow 

programme management structure automation and IT based Public 

a p p r o v e d  f o r  D i g i t a l  I n d i a  G r i e v a n c e  R e d r e s s a l  i n  a l l  

programme would be used for Government Departments.

monitoring the implementation of (Siddharth Singh is Research Associate 

at SPMRF)e-Kranti and also for providing a 

forum to ascertain views of all 

s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  o v e r s e e i n g  
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tions besides high entry barriers like he importance of sound 
octroi and purchase tax have held public finance for generat-T back the creation of a national com-ing and sustaining economic 
mon market. The system of taxation growth cannot be underestimated. 
at multiple points from imports and Taxation systems should be trans-
manufacturing to the ultimate parent and easy to comply with. 
consumption of goods and service Equally they must be fair to prevent 
has led to a cascading effect, with distortions, which results when tax-
consumers and manufacturers/ payers prefer avoidance since com-
importers paying a steep price for pliance either cannot be enforced or 
these distortions. The end-result are unenforceable due to process 
has been the holding back of eco-complications, unduly high rates or 
nomic growth and of state resources corruption. In India's case, vagaries 
necessary for supplying public in state sales tax rates and defini-
goods besides the pernicious effects 

of large-scale corruption.

The Constitutional arrangement 

very simply allows the Union to 

collect taxes on manufacture/ pro-

duction of goods and services. The 

States have the power to tax the 

supply of goods. In other words the 

States do not have the power to levy 

a tax on supply of services or on 

imports and the Union does not 

have the power to levy taxes on the 

sales of goods. Unfortunately this 

divided responsibility compounded 

with in-built gaps has led to a situa-

tion where “tax is paid on taxes 

paid.” Till the introduction of 

CENVAT and State VAT, tax was 

levied at every stage of the process 

from manufacture to consumption 

Goods and Services Taxes -                                           
Time to Move on

Ÿ Shakti Sinha

SPECIAL ARTICLE
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The present Bill 

provides for the setting 

up of a GST Council to 

develop a harmonised 

national market for 

goods and services. The 

Union Finance Minister 

would chair the GST, 

whose other members 

would be the Union 

Minister of State of 

Revenue or Finance, 

and all Finance/ 

Taxation Minister of 

States.



as a separate and unrelated transac- did not extend to include the chain 

tion. To give a hypothetical exam- of value addition in the distributive 

ple, suppose there is a uniform tax trade below the stage of production. 

rate of 10%, and a manufacturer has It does not also include several 

bought inputs for Rs 100/-, of which Central taxes e.g., Additional Excise 

Rs 10/- would be the tax compo- Duties, Additional Customs Duty, 

nent. He then converts it into a S u r c h a r g e s ,  L u x u r y  T a x ,  

product which he sells for Rs 150/-, Entertainment Tax etc. Hence 

with Rs 15/- being the tax paid on manufactures/ dealers could not get 

this part of the manufacturing pro- the full benefit of comprehensive 

cess. In other words, the actual tax input tax, service tax etc., which 

collected on a sale of Rs 150/- is Rs along with the need to integrate 

25/-, and the actual taxation rate is goods and service tax meant that 

16.66%, not 10%. Since from the comprehensive tax reforms could 

point of first sale of any input to the not wait.

final consumption would often be Global experience suggested 
dozens of intermediate sales, the a d o p t i n g  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
cascading effect pushed actual approach that covered both goods & 
taxation levels to unacceptably high services, universal set-offs from 
levels, facilitating large-scale eva- production/ service provision to 
sion and corruption. actual consumption, and value 

This situation was partially set- addition at the distributive level. 

right with the coming into force of This is what the Goods & Services 

CENVAT and State VAT. Very sim- Tax (GST) aims to do. It would also 

ply in the above case, at the point of cover the burden of Central Sales 

sale of Rs 150/-, the actual tax col- Tax (CST) on inter-state movement 

lected, after adjustment of tax paid of goods. Essentially, as the 

at the earlier sale, would be Rs 5/-, Empowered Committee explains, 

or 10% of the value added, Rs 50/- GST  “would be collected on value 

(Rs 150 – Rs 100). This normally addition at each stage, and the 

should have been the end of the supplier at each stage is permitted 

story. But the cash-strapped Indian to set-off, through a tax credit mech-

State (Union and States) over the anism, the GST paid on the pur-

years introduced so many new chase of goods and services as avail-

taxes, additional taxes, cesses etc., able for set-off” till the previous 

that CENVAT/ State VAT could not stage. Hence, the final consumer 

be comprehensive. Specifically it will have to bear only the GST 
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charged by the last dealer in the levies in the nature of indirect taxes 

supply chain, with set-off benefits at levied on the supply of goods or 

all the previous stages. services get subsumed into GST. 

This should result in the free flow of To give an idea of the scope of 
tax credit in intra and inter-state reform attempted, the GST would 
commerce. Taxes and levies not subsume the following Central 
related to the supply of goods and Taxes: -
services would remain outside the 

· Central Excise Duty
purview of GST. 

· Additional Excise Duties
Keeping in mind the federal struc-

· The Excise Duty levied under the ture of the political system, the GST 
M e d i c i n a l  a n d  T o i l e t r i e s   will have two components, one 
Preparation Act levied by the Union (Central GST) 

· Service tax and the other levied by the States 

(State GST). Though payable sepa-· Additional Customs Duty, com-
rately, it would have uniform fea-monly known as Countervailing 
tures like “chargeability, definition Duty (CVD)
of taxable items and taxable person, 

· Special Additional Duty on 
measure of levy including valuation 

Customs - 4% (SAD)
provisions, basis of classification 

·  Surcharges, and etc.”The coverage would not how-

· Duties ever be universal since it provides 

for exempted goods & services, and There is an equally long list of State 
a lower threshold limit for coverage. taxes and levies: -
Further since the Central GST and 

· VAT/ Sales Tax
State GST are separate categories, 

· Entertainment Tax (unless levied input tax credits (ITC) or set-offs 
by local bodies) would only be allowed within each 

· Luxury Tax category; cross-utilisation of ITC is 

presently not on the cards. The · Taxes on lottery, betting and 
Central government would collect gambling
the Integrated GST on inter-state 

· State Cesses and Surcharges in so 
supply and apportion it as legally 

far as they relate to supply of goods 
prescribed. The tax payers would 

and services
get PAN-linked taxpayer identity 

· Entry Tax not in lieu of Octroi. number, and would have to submit 

The basic idea is that all taxes and periodical returns to both the 
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Central GST authority and con-

cerned State GST authorities. There 

would be sharing of information 

between the Central and State GST 

authorities in the interest of assess-

ment, enforcement, scrutiny and tax 

payer convenience. Since the GST 

scheme is not in consonance with 

the extant Constitutional provi-

sions, the latter would need to be 

amended to bring GST into force.

The Empowered Committee of 

State Finance Ministers has been 

discussing the way forward, meet-

ing with the Union Finance Minister 

regularly on the way forward. The 

UPA government had introduced 

t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  ( 1 1 5 t h  

Amendment) Bill, 2011, which 

submitted to introduce the Goods 

and Services tax and to impose 

concurrent powers on the Union 

and the States to do so. This was 

d e l i b e r a t e d  u p o n  b y  t h e  

Parliamentary Standing Committee 

on Finance in a detailed report. As 

Parliament could not pass the Bill, 

then pending in the Lok Sabha, it 

lapsed with the dissolution of the 

15th Lok Sabha. The present finance 

m i n i s t e r  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  
parties wanted to refer the present 

Constitution (122nd Amendment) 
Bill to the Parliamentary Standing 

Bill, 2014 in the Lok Sabha on 
Committee on Finance. It is there-

December 19, 2014, and attempted 
fore necessary to look at the key 

to initiate discussion on this when 
provisions of the present Bill and 

Parliament resumed its sitting in 
how it differs from the previous 

third week April (2015) but the 
Constitutional Bill introduced in 

Congress and other opposition 
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The earlier Bill charged 

Parliament with the 

responsibility of making 

a law that would lay 

down how IGST would 

be levied and 

apportioned; in the true 

spirit of cooperative 

federalism, the 2014 Bill 

gives this job to the GST 

Council. On the GST 

Council itself, the 

quorum has increased 

from one-third to one-

half, and its decision 

making has changed 

from consensus to 

voting by a majority of 

not less than three-

fourth of members 

present and voting, with 

the Union having one-

third weight. 



2011. five years, for loss in revenue arising 

out of the implementation of GST. In addition to the points made 
Alcohol liquor for human consump-above about the structure and scope 
tion is being kept out of GST; for of GST, the present Bill provides for 
petroleum products (crude, high the setting up of a GST Council to 
speed diesel, petrol, natural gas and develop a harmonised national 
aviation turbine fuel), the GST market for goods and services. The 
Council would decide when to bring Union Finance Minister would chair 
them under GST. the GST, whose other members 

would be the Union Minister of The provisions of the current Bill 

State of Revenue or Finance, and all are far superior to that of its previ-

Finance/ Taxation Minister of ous avatar, starting from its very 

States. The GST Council would objective and going on to its many 

make recommendation on taxes, provisions. The objective of the 

cesses and surcharges levied by the current amendment Bill defines 

Union, States and local bodies that GST as any tax levied on the supply 

GST could subsume; goods & ser- of goods or services, except taxes on 

vices that could be exempted from supply of alcohol for human con-

GST; model GS laws, principles of sumption. The 2011 Bill included 

levy and apportionment of IGST; the range of petroleum products, as 

threshold limits; rates including above, from GST. In other words, it 

floor rates of GST; rates of GST to would have required another con-

meet with natural calamities; spe- stitutional amendment were a 

cial provision for special category consensus to develop on subsuming 

States. The Constitutional restric- taxes on the supply of petroleum 

tions on states on tax on the sale and products under GST; currently a 

purchase on goods are amended to decision of the GST Council would 

similar restriction on the supply of be enough. The earlier Bill charged 

goods and services not sales. The Parliament with the responsibility 

Centre would, as a transitional of making a law that would lay down 

arrangement, collect an additional how IGST would be levied and 

tax (not to exceed 1%) on the inter- apportioned; in the true spirit of 

state commerce to compensate cooperative federalism, the 2014 

'exporting' states that would 'lose' Bill gives this job to the GST 

out on revenue to 'importing' states Council. On the GST Council itself, 

whose dealers would get the benefit the quorum has increased from one-

of set-offs. Parliament would make third to one-half, and its decision 

laws to compensate states, for up to making has changed from consen-
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sus to voting by a majority of not less NDA government must be compli-

than three-fourth of members pres- mented for its broad acceptance of 

ent and voting, with the Union the spirit of cooperative federalism, 

having one-third weight. and its reform instinct. 

The functions of the GST Council This GST Bill basically reflects the 

has been made far more substantial fundamental principles of political 

and comprehensive, as detailed economy in a large, diverse and 

above, with an added provision that robust democratic state as India, 

the parliamentary law on  transitory that getting people on board is more 

compensation to states from losses important than seeking the ideal 

arising from the introduction of solution. However, it is time to go 

GST shall be based on the Council's ahead, pass the Constitutional 

recommendations. The present Bill Amendment Bill so that India's 

does not contain the provision of the investment climate, so necessary to 

2011 Bill to have a GST dispute get economic growth going, 

settlement authority that would in improves as India becomes a unified 

effect sit on judgement on actions of market. The implementation of the 

Parliament and State Assemblies, GST regime would lend itself to 

with only the Supreme Court having course correction, as is India's wont. 

appellate jurisdiction over the There are many other pending 

authority's ruling. The existing reforms that need the attention of 

constitutional judicial arrange- the governments, at the Centre and 

ments are now sustained. The NDA the States, and rather than wait for 

Bill does not contain the 2011 provi- countless studies and discussions, 

sion restricting jurisdiction of states moving on the GST agenda seems 

in inter-states commerce to laws to the way forward.

be made by Parliament. Lastly, the (The author is former Power & Energy 

Secretary Govt of Delhi, Chief Secretary previous Bill had allowed states to 
Andaman & Nicobar, former Jt. collect entry tax provided it was 
Secretary PMO and a member of the meant for use or sale within the 
SPMRF Advisory Board. He writes 

jurisdiction of any local area. This 
extensively on security and governance 

has been done away with in the issues.)
current Bill since potentially it could 

have been the source of major dis-

tortions and leakages. 

It is clear that the current Bill is 

superior to the earlier bill and the 
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operations, India sent three top Operation Maitri” has been 
military commanders, led by Major started by India for resucing “ General J S Sandhu, to Nepal to and providing relief to the 
coordinate and fast-track rescue victims of the Nepal earthquake 
and evacuation efforts. The Indian within hours of the calamity, when 
A r m y  h a s  a l r e a d y  s e n t  1 0  an Indian Air Force aircraft landed 
INMARSAT systems for satellite in Nepal with relief material and 
communications to Nepal because disaster management teams. Since 
the  earthquake  had caused then, aircraft and helicopters have 
w i d e s p r e a d  d a m a g e  t o  been pressed into service to provide 
communications infrastructure and relief material, undertake search 
phone links were disrupted at many missions and bring back Indians 
places.stuck in Nepal. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is India ramped up its relief  
personally overseeing the planning operations in quake-ravaged Nepal, 
and execution of  the rel ief  with the focus on deploying medical 
operations and evacuation of and engineering teams and opening 
stranded Indians. In his radio up road links to speed up the relief 
address, “Mann ki Baat”, Prime operations. Heavy lift aircraft, 
Minister Narendra Modi spoke including the C130J Hercules, Il-76 
feelingly about the disaster and and C-17 Globemaster, several 
promised all efforts to save as   helicopters and hundreds of 
many lives as possible. “Nepal's pain personnel from the Indian Army 
is India's pain… We will wipe the and National Disaster Response 
tears of every Nepali, hold their Force (NDRF) are engaged in 
hand and give every support. The Operation Maitri, making this one 
first thing is to beef up rescue of the largest relief efforts mounted 
operations,” he said. By all  by India on foreign soil just after the 
accounts, the response of the successful Operation Rahat. 
ministry of external affairs has been 

The Indian Air Force had airlifted 
swift, with the External Affairs 

thousands of people despite bad 
Minister, Sushma Swaraj, leading 

weather and an aftershock that 
from the front.

briefly shut the Kathmandu airport 
SPMRF Deskfor some time. In view of the 

massive  sca le  of  the  re l ie f  

Operation “MAITRI”

NATIONAL AGENDA
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An appeal to countrymen, to donate for
Nepal Earthquake Relief Fund

Account details:
       Sewa International 
        Account No.-   10080533304
        Jhandewala Extn Branch(Delhi)
        State Bank of India
        Branch Code  -         9371
        Swift Code-     SBININBB550 
        IFS Code - SBIN0009371

1. Online Contributions / Donations to PMNRF

Prime Minister's National Relief Fund, (PMNRF) accepts voluntary contributions from 
Individuals, Organizations,Trusts, Companies and Institutions etc. All contributions 
towards PMNRF are exempt from Income Tax under section 80(G). The PAN number of PMNRF 
is    AACTP4637Q.

Please visit : https://pmnrf.gov.in/payform.php

2. Sewa International



Indian Air Force C-17 transporters ndia ended its mission for 
moved evacuees brought out by Air stranded citizens in Yemen I India from Aden to fly them home.after successfully evacuating 

4,640 citizens. The Ministry of  The ships of the Indian Navy, 
External Affairs (MEA) had issued besides two civilian passenger 
the first of a series of advisories in liners, were also pressed into service 
January 2015 as the security to evacuate citizens. For India, 
situation in that West Asian country which has a significant population 
deteriorated. But the evacuation l i v i n g  b e y o n d  i t s  b o r d e r s ,  
started only after Saudi Arabia and extricating citizens from zones of 
its allies started aerial strikes on conflict or natural disasters has 
Houthi rebels in Yemen. become a recurring challenge. 

People had a lot of expectations that A no-fly zone enforced in Yemeni 
the Government will act decisively airspace by the Saudi-led coalition 
and will do everything possible to made it difficult to evacuate Indians 
bring back Indians from strife-torn by air. But India successfully 
areas. It is to the Government's requested Saudi Arabia to allow 
credit that the MEA, Air India, IAF civilian aerial sorties to Sanaa on a 
and the Navy worked together daily basis. India then created a 
c o h e s i v e l y  i n  d i f f i c u l t  forward operations base in Djibouti, 
circumstances to rise to this the tiny African state, from where 

Operation “RAHAT”
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challenge in Yemen. of leading from the front personally 

monitored and directed the India has also won many friends by 
evacuation from the frontline. It was evacuating nearly 1,000 nationals of 
striking to see Union External 41 countries from Yemen. Besides 
Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka, 
Swaraj immediately respond to any these include citizens of Britain, 
appeal for help, or query that was France and the US. The US Embassy 
directed to her twitter handle – it in Sanaa, in fact, had put out an 
not only demonstrated her constant emergency message saying that all 
presence to monitor the progress of its citizens in Yemen should contact 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  the Indian embassy in Sanaa to 
demonstrated the positive power of move out of the warring country. 
social media. This, significantly, is the first time 

Western nations, the international In a move that had profound 

community, have asked for and symbolism, Operation Rahat saw 

acknowledged India's help in the successful evacuation of a six-

evacuating their citizens. year old baby – Parvathi – from 

strife torn Yemen – it signified a The Prime Minister deputed 
new beginning for India and a new former COAS and now MoS 
life for all those Operation Rahat External Affairs, Gen. V.K.Singh to 
provided succour. oversee the operations and the 

SPMRF DeskMinister, in his characteristic style 
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Gujarat's high agriculture growth he suicide of a farmer and 
between 2003 and 2013 bringing the murky debate on the T prosperity to the farmers, notwith-Land Acquisition Bill has 
standing the good monsoons.shifted the focus from the main 

question - whether the Narendra The fulcrum of Gujarat's agricul-
Modi government can turn around ture growth was the annual Krishi 
India's farm sector. An answer to Mahotsav that Modi launched with 
this question can be found in the great gusto in 2005. As many as 226 
progress of agronomy in Gujarat in tractors turned into raths rolled out 
the first decade of the Modi tenure in 226 tehsils for a period of one 
when it clocked nine per cent month every may, each equipped 
growth rate at a time when the rest with a scientist and two other offi-
of India was limping at less than cers and lot of agro literature spe-
four per cent. Modi's critics say he cific to the farming patterns of the 
was lucky to have successive good concerned areas. Each rath, also 
monsoons during his rule, which accompanied by agro officials in 
spurred the growth. their vehicles, covered three villages 

in a day, giving scientific informa-But economists like Bibek Debroy 
tion to the farmers on crop patterns and Arvind Panagariya, both 
and innovative techniques to drafted into the Modi government 
change crop patterns and also now, always believed that prime 
increase production. This became minister's innovative way of spur-
an annual affair, and when backed ring agriculture and horticulture 
by aggressive watershed campaign growth by resorting to dissemina-
in the form of a drive to build check tion of scientific information, 
dam, deepening of wells and making focused agro planning, sharp com-
farm water ponds, it started produc-munication with the farmers using 
ing fantastic results from 2007 the latest technology to motivate 
onwards.them, creation of water storage, and 

streamlining power to the farmers Many switched crop patterns to 
through unprecedented power take up cash-rich BT cotton and 
reforms played a very major role in while tribal farmers in central 

Land Acquisition Bill: Trust Modi, his 

Vision Worked in Gujarat
Ÿ Uday Mahurkar
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Gujarat took to horticulture in their success in Gujarat:

small holdings which got them very The Gujarat Green Revolution 
good returns. The crop switch by Company floated by Modi for drip 
farmers showing great enterprise and sprinkler took the state's micro 
following the feel-good atmosphere irrigation cover from 1 to 11 lakh 
created by Modi through his com- hectares in 2003-2013 earning 
munication pegged on creating praise from water experts. It now 
pride and the slogan "You can do it" forms more than 12 per cent of the 
encapsulated Gujarat's agro prog- total cultivated area in the state. 
ress during this period. Kutch saw a What's more, micro irrigation 
unique revolution as farmers schemes in India are known for 
switched to Kesar mangoes, a fruit huge corruption. Lots of claims, 
which till then was the charm of little on ground. Gujarat's was the 
Saurashtra's Junagadh district cleanest, according to experts and 
alone. Kutch also saw the birth of a farmers.
mix of horticulture and green house 

His Krishi Rath experiment, agro 
farming and other modern tech-

officials say, was the first step 
niques. In Banaskantha, another 

towards establishing a two-way 
arid district, many farmers switched 

communication with the farmers at 
over to papaya, a fruit that the arid 

the village level in India's or even 
district had hardly scene before. The 

world's agro history. Till then the 
area under horticulture more than 

government's Gramsevak was the 
doubled under Modi rule in Gujarat 

only outreach of the agriculture 
to more than 15 lakh hectares and 

department to the farmers in the 
the production trebled.

country in what was a one-way 
Modi's scientific approach was communication that was indirect.

best reflected in his soil health card 
A key feature of Modi's agro vision 

scheme under which the state farm-
was creating an enabling culture for 

ers were given soil health cards after 
the farmers by creating good condi-

examining the health of the soil of 
tions and infrastructure as against 

their farmland. This enabled the 
the freebie culture prevailing in 

farmers to use the exact fertiliser 
India's agro sector so that agricul-

thus preventing wasteful and often 
ture became self-sustainable. 

harmful use of fertilisers and also 
Communication with farmers to 

helped them change crop patterns 
motivate them was one of his 

and increase production.
strengths in Gujarat in exactly the 

Salient features of Modi's agro 
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way he is using radio to reach out to from one to four and dedicated each 

the common people through his such university to research in the 

Mann kiBaat. main crop or fruit of the region it 

was located. On the other hand his During the one-month long 2012 
government constantly tried to Krishi Mahotsav, he spoke to farm-
increase the cultivable area. ers at every tehsil from video for 30 
Between 2003 and 2013, the state's minutes every day for 22 days, 
cultivable area went up from 83 to speaking on a new agro topic every 
89 lakh hectares. Successive good day , thus motivating them to a new 
monsoons also played a role in this. level. He would understand the 
What clearly came was that his topic from the agro officials in 
approach to agriculture was refresh-Gandhinagar, do some study and 
ing in the Indian political and then deliver the talk, almost like an 
administrative system given to expert. As farmers watched Modi 
placating farmers by giving subsi-speak sitting in Tehsil headquarters 
dies and freebies. His focus was on or on OB vans in select villages they 
replacing freebie culture with sci-felt encouraged and inspired. 
ence-based enabling culture aimed During these 22 days he spoke on a 
at helping farmers stand on their wide range like a agro expert: micro 
feet.irrigation, bio fertilisers, high tech 

horticulture, good seeding and even His vision focused was on creating 

agriculture credit. Significantly, a win-win situation for all stake-

Modi always found newer ways of h o l d e r s  t h r o u g h  a  m u l t i -

motivating the farmers. In one dimensional approach that was 

particular instance he got 500 most holistic. Interestingly, in a state 

progressive farmers of the state as where majority farmers are depend-

Krishi Rishis (farmer saints) who ent on ground water Modi imagina-

shared their success stories with tively used the energy sector and the 

fellow farmers by delivering lectures water resources sector to comple-

in villages earmarked by agro offi- ment agriculture. While creating 

cials and got Rs 500 as fee for each water storage through various 

lecture. Each such Krishi Rishi was approaches he streamlined the 

made to cover three villages in a day energy sector by providing a sepa-

in a government vehicle. rate feeder line for agriculture in 

each of the 18,000 Gujarat villages Niche agro research under Modi 
to separate it from the domestic line. also took a giant leap as he increased 
On a third front he restructured the the number of agro universities 

THE 
NATIONALIST 23

NATIONAL AGENDA



Gujarat Electricity Board to bring it enterprising farmers participating 

on track after wiping out losses from across India had created a 

accumulated losses over the years to great atmosphere in the farm sector. 

the tune of Rs 2,500 crore. On this platform, Modi got the most 

enterprising farmers of the country On the fourth platform he told the 
to interact with their counterparts farmers not to steal power - power 
in Gujarat and exposed both to the stealing by farmers led to massive 
most modern technology through a supply interruptions which pre-
massive international class exhibi-vented water to crop in crucial time - 
tion. It led to creation of new ideas telling them, “Your problem is not 
amongst farmers and also confi-power supply but water. Give me 
dence as there was sharp dissemina-some time. I will give you water but 
tion of information. Many of the won't allow you to steal power.” As a 
farmers who came to Gujarat to result, farmers started getting 
participate in that event still assured and quality power supply 
remember it as one of the most with improvement in power situa-
important events of their lives.tion, energy department restructur-

ing and a separate feeder line for Modi could do the same at the 

agriculture backed by a drive to national level now to create new 

punish power theft by farmers. So hope and "We can do it" atmo-

he used both carrot and stick to sphere.

streamline things. One can say Courtesy: www.dailyo.in (26 April 2015)

Gujarat is not India and also ask  is Senior Editor, India 

Today.)how can he do so now as most of 

these measures are to be taken by 

the state governments.

But there is no bar on Modi sharing 

his Gujarat example with the coun-

try and inspiring the farmers to 

create hope and aspiration in them 

even while doing the same with state 

governments, of course without 

playing politics as a responsible 

leader which is what exactly he did 

when Gajendra Singh died. Modi's 

2013 Vibrant Gujarat National 

Agriculture Summit that saw 7,000 

(Uday Mahurkar
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will realise that it was only a con-t present the Narendra 
certed propaganda to malign the M o d i  l e d  c e n t r a l  A image of the Ministry. For example Government is working to 
there was a controversy on the Good bring in a new education policy. The 
Governance day issue over the MHRD's initiative of a new educa-
wrong information that all schools tion policy would be decided by its 
will be open on Christmas day but “2.75 lakh village education coun-
the reality was that the call was for cils” and that the view of each coun-
participation in an online essay cil would be mapped by the 
competition which was itself a vol-Ministry. Such a huge effort is sym-
untary exercise. bolic of the democratization of 

Indian education. In past Congress MHRD has, in the short span of a 
led governments, a few academic year, taken many initiatives – 
experts, bureaucrats and politicians encompassing a wide educational 
had decided for the nation “what to spectrum – these are in the field of 
study” but now the new policy under girls' education, for persons with 
the present Government aims to special ability, for enhancing the 
consult people with “rooted experi- quality of education, for students 
ence in the education field”. India is from the North East. It would useful 
a country that is complex and holds to discuss some of these below; it 
such cultureal diversity that a one would help in dispelling wrong 
size fits all programme will not notions:
work. MHRD has devised 32 themes 

for education and has put it up on 
EDUCATION FOR GIRLS

MHRD's website and has invited 
1. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao discussion and suggestion on these 

Abhiyan: The Department of – paving the way towards a greater 
School Education and Literacy national involvement in our educa-

tional direction.

Unfortunately in the last 10 

months, the MHRD has been in the 

news for some supposedly contro-

versial issues but if one were to into 

the details of these issues then we 
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under MHRD has supported the 

Ministry of Women and Child 

Development for rolling out the 

“Beti Bachao Beti Padhao” Abhiyan 

in 100 districts of the country to 

enhance the sex ratio and the status 

of the girl child. 

2. Swachh Vidyalaya: The 

MHRD has shown its firm commit- provide free and online resources to 

ment for providing a functional the entire student population with 

girl's toilet in every school. A spe- special incentives and support to a 

cific “Swachh Vidyalaya” campaign thousand selected disadvantaged 

has been rolled out which will girls per year.

ensure that a functional toilet is 4. S w a m i  V i v e k a n a n d a  
available in every school before 15th Single Girl Child Scholarship 
August 2015. f o r  R e s e a r c h  i n  S o c i a l  

3. Udaan: UDAAN is an initia- Sciences: UGC has formulated this 

tive which will enable disadvan- scheme under which 300 scholars 

taged girl students and other stu- would be provided Junior Research 

dents from SC/ST & minorities to Fellowship @ Rs. 8,000/--10,000/- 

transit from school to post-school per month, and it has been imple-

professional education especially in mented from academic year 2014-

Science and Math. The first flight of 15.

UDAAN is to address the lower 5. P R A G A T I :  P r o v i d i n g  
enrolment of girls in engineering Assistance for Girls' Advancement 
colleges which is currently about in Technical Education Initiative: 
23% girls as against 77% of boys. It This scheme envisages selection of 
aims to reduce the quality gap one girl per family where the family 
between school education and income is less than 6 lakhs/annum 
engineering education entrance on merit at the qualifying examina-
systems by focussing on the three tion to pursue technical education. 
dimensions curriculum design, The scheme is to be implemented by 
transaction and assessment. It will the authorised admission centre of 
do this by enriching and supple- respective State Governments. 
menting teaching and learning of 4000 girls are expected to benefit of 
Science and Mathematics at Senior scholarships available per annum. 
Secondary level. The CBSE will The scholarship amount is Rs. 
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30,000 or tuition fees or actual try.

whichever is less & Rs. 2000 2. ISHĀN VIKĀS: Ishān Vikās 
/month for ten months as contin- is a comprehensive plan to bring 
gency allowance. selected students from the school 

and college levels from the North-

Eastern states into close contact PERSONS WITH SPECIAL 
with the IITs, NITs and IISERs NEEDS
during their vacation periods. A 

· SAKSHAM: Scholarship for 
typical visit is envisaged for a period 

Differently-abled children: AICTE 
of ten days to one of these institu-

has decided to award 1000 scholar-
tions, in the form of either an expo-

ships per annum to differently abled 
sure or an Internship programme. 

students to pursue technical educa-
Each school will send one teacher to 

tion based on merit in the qualifying 
accompany a group of about 32 

examination to pursue technical 
students of class IX and X and 8 

education. The scholarship amount 
teachers. The college students 

would be Rs. 30000 or tuition fees 
would be organised in two groups in 

or actual whichever is less and Rs. 
summer and in winter, consisting of 

2000/month for ten months as 
3 2  s t u d e n t s  e a c h  g r o u p .  

contingency allowance.
Approximately 2016 college stu-

dents and 504 teachers from N-E 

will be visiting premier Institutes, I N I T I A T I V E S  F O R  T H E  
like IIT/NIT/IISERs in an academic NORTH EAST
year. The Summer Internship for 

1 .  I s h a n  U d a y :  ( S p e c i a l  
students from the Engineering 

Scholarship Scheme for students of 
Colleges (State or Centrally Funded 

North East Region):  The UGC has 
Technological Institutes) with 

launched a special scholarship 
Stipends and Travel will be taken 

Scheme for students of North East 
up. From 25 Institutions, about 250 

Region from the academic session 
students will be visiting 16 IITs and 

2014-15. The Scheme envisages 
6 NITs (to start with six NITs are 

grant of 10,000 scholarships to 
being considered) per year.

students from North East Region 

whose parental income is below Rs. 

4.5 lakh per annum and would be II. Focus on Quality
provided scholarship ranging from 

1. Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat: 
Rs. 3,500 to 5,000 per month for 

This initiative was launched on 26th 
studying at under graduate level in 

August, 2014, to focus on the quality 
Colleges/Universities of the coun-
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of foundational learning so that C a l c u t t a ,  B a n a r a s  H i n d u  

each child attains appropriate University, alone as well as with the 

learning levels in classes I and II for help of faculty from foreign univer-

reading, writing language compre- sities will be offering courses in 

hension and numeracy. Padhe areas of engineering education, 

Bharat Badhe Bharat is a sub- social science, energy, manage-

component of Sarva Shiksha ment, basic sciences. At least one 

Abhiyan (SSA) and is being rolled crore students are expected to bene-

out by 17 States and UTs. fit in 2 to 3 years through this initia-

tive. 2. Framework of School 

Assessment and Evaluation: A New Institutions in last 10 

Framework for School Assessment months:

and Evaluation is being developed 1. Five IITs: A.P, J&K, Chhattisgarh, 
as a self-improvement tool for Goa, Kerala
schools themselves and also to 

2. Six IIMs: H.P, A.P., Punjab, 
reorient school inspectors, district 

Maharashtra, Bihar,Odisha
and block level officers to objective 

3. Four New Central Universities: assessment of schools with a view to 
A.P (1 Central University & 1 Tribal enhance their effectiveness. The 
University),M.P (Jai Prakash programme in the field has been 
Narayan National Centre For rolled out from January 2015.
Excellence In Humanities),Bihar 

3. SWAYAM (Study Webs of 
( M a h a t m a  G a n d h i  C e n t r a l  

Active –Learning for Young 
University)

A s p i r i n g  M i n d s )  
4. One IISER: A.P.PROGRAMME:  Under this  

programme, Professors of centrally 5. One NIT:  A.P.
funded institutions like IITs, IIMs, 6. 1 New IIIT:  A.P.
Central universities will offer online 

7. 1 Tribal University: Telenganacourses to citizens of our country. 
(Siddharth Singh is Research Associate at All courses will be made available 
SPMRF)

free of cost for learning. In case the 

learner  requires  a  Ver i f ied  

Certificate, a small fee will be appli-

cable. In the first phase, IIT 

Bombay, IIT Chennai, IIT Kanpur, 

IIT Guwahati, University of Delhi, 

Jawahar Lal Nehru University, 

IGNOU, IIM Bangalore, IIM 
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names on the ICHR council are histo-hile speaking on the 
rians of standing and substance.demands for grants for Wthe Ministry of Human Prof. Bose himself chose to behave 

Resource Development, Trinamool like an “ideologue” when he cast 

Congress MP and – by his own admis- aspersions on fellow historians who, 

sion – an eminent historian, while choosing to stay on in India, 

Professor Sugata Bose misled the have greatly and against great odds 

House when he spoke of the Indian contributed to the study of India. It 

Council of Historical Research would suffice to name a few to drive 

( I C H R ) ,  b e i n g  p a c k e d  w i t h  home the point. Professor Purabi 

“ideologues” and not historians. Roy, newly appointed member of 

ICHR has, for example, done path-On this count, Prof. Bose, a grand-
breaking work on the history of India-nephew of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Russia relations; her researches on Bose, was being plain untruthful with 

the truth. The MHRD under Modi 

Government has in fact displayed a 

remarkable esprit juste by selecting 

some very eminent names in the field 

of historiography solely judging them 

by their academic credentials and 

performance. It will be quite evident 

to all those who choose to see the 

issue dispassionately that most of the 

the I.N.A and Netaji have been widely 

acknowledged the world over. It is 

also known how a section of histori-

ans – or shall we say ideologues – 

have repeatedly tried to stymie 

Professor Roy's work just because she 

arrived at a different conclusion on 

the life and legacy of Netaji – a con-

clusion that has not been ratified by 

Of Ideologues and Historians
Ÿ Dr. Anirban Ganguly

POLITICAL COMMENTARIES
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minister and the one who imagined 

these research institutions, was 

himself a first rate Marxist ideologue. 

His eminence, Prof. Irfan Habib, by 

his own admission, was and perhaps 

still remains, a member of the 

Communist Party of India (Marxist) 

and there were many others like them 

– all ideologues – who functioned 

under the cover of being historians 

and monopolised the historical dis-

course in India.

self-styled high-priests of history in 

India.

Similarly Professor Dilip K. 

Chakrabarti, a leading name in Asian 

archeology has also been brought as a 

member of the reconstituted Council. 

By equating Professor Chakrabarti's 

stature to that of an ideologue, Prof. 

Bose has only chosen to discard his 

academic ethics and has stooped to 

taking recourse to polemics –an 

impermissible proposition in the 

field of history. The present ICHR 

council is a well calibrated body 
As Prof. Bose was reminded by 

which has representation from across 
Irani, in her reply, “eminence per se is 

India and from across societal sec-
not a certificate to mislead the 

tions and has given space to those 
House” – on the “ideologue”- 'histo-

voices which have perforce remained 
rian” issue Sugata Bose was off the 

marginal to articulating the idea of 
mark – he betrayed an unhistorical 

India just because they refused to toe 
spirit that based itself on hearsay.

a certain dominant line.
Courtesy: 

Ironically it was in the past, when 
         (28th April 2015)

Prof. Bose's ideological mentors 

where helm, that ICHR was domi-

nated by ideologues. Professor Nurul 

Hassan, Indira Gandhi's education 

www.focusnews.com
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"Are you serious?"t takes exceptional gall for a leader 

of the Congress to call the Modi There are other questions that Rahul IGovernment a "suit-bootsarkar". Gandhi must answer. Rahul Gandhi also 
The Congress Party which for last 10 claims credit for the faster growth of 
years ran the most corrupt government agriculture during the Manmohan Singh 
in India's history, in collaboration with years but he should be reminded of the 
crony capitalists and pseudo-Marxists, fact that among the states that have 
would like the country to forget contem- recorded the fastest growth in agricul-
porary history and look at the Modi tural output over the past decade are 
government instead as a party for busi- Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh both ruled 
nessmen. Rahul Gandhi also forgets that by the Bharatiya Janata Party. 
the biggest land grab in India's history 

The great disservice that Mr Gandhi 
was operated by "suited-booted" people 

has done is by casting the debate on 
during his own government's rule, under 

forcible land acquisition interms that 
the garb and false promise of creating 

suggest that the country does not need 
special economic zones. 

businessmen, that it does not need 
Mr Gandhi also seems to forget manufacturing, that itdoes not need 

Congress history. It was Indira Gandhi physical infrastructure. Indeed he fails 
who amended the law to declare that to understand that the reason why 
farmers whose land was taken forcibly farming is uneconomical is because 
by the government could not get "com- average land holdings have shrunk over 
pensation" from the government but the decades. That, in turn, is because this 
only an "amount" because all landown- country has not created enough non-
ers were exploitative kulaks and, there- agricultural jobs, to take pressure off the 
fore, did not deserve proper compensa- land. Half the workforce is employed in 
tion. Now those kulaks have become the the fields to generate one-seventh of 
builders of India for whom Rahul gross domestic  product (GDP).  
Gandhi's heart bleeds. Naturally, incomes from farming will be 

low and often not enough to keep body Going further back in history, it was 
and soul together. There is no shortage Jawaharlal Nehru who put land acquisi-
of people who think that Rahul Gandhi tion beyond the pale of judicial review. 
needs some basic lessons in politics. On Indeed Nehru told those who were being 
the evidence provided by his third (or displaced to make way for the Hirakud 
fourth or fifth …) major intervention in dam that "if you are to suffer, you should 
Parliament in 11 years, he also needs suffer in the interest of the country". So 
some lessons in elementary economics when Rahul Gandhi stands up to re-
and in Congress history. Will someone launch his political career with a bleed-
impart those to him? ing heart, it is time to ask the question 

that Robert Vadra posed to a reporter: SPMRF Desk

For a Meaningful Re-launch Rahul Gandhi 
Needs Some Basic Lessons in Economics 

and Congress History
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Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k fcy&2015 ,d yacs la?k"kZ dk 
ifj.kke gSA ;|fi dqN LokFkhZ yksxksa }kjk bls 
fdlku fojks/kh dgk tk jgk gS tks vlR; gSA 
blds okLrfod Lo:i vkSj mís'; dks tkuus ds 
fy, Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k ds 125 lky ds bfrgkl dks 
tkuuk vko';d gSA o"kZ 1894 esa vaxzsZtksa us ,d 
fo/kku cuk;kA blds rgr lkoZtfud fgr ds 
uke ij ljdkj }kjk dksbZ Hkh tehu dHkh Hkh 
vf/k—r dh tk ldrh FkhA ns'k ds vktkn gksus 
ds i'pkr Hkh ;g O;oLFkk pyrh jghA çkjaHk esa 
vf/kxzghr Hkwfe ds cnys eqvkots dh dksbZ 
fuf'pr jkf'k r; ugha dh xbZ FkhA ckn esa 
vf/kxzghr Hkwfe ds cnys fdlkuksa dks eqvkots dk 
çko/kku dj rks fn;k x;k] ysfdu eqvkots dh 

foLFkkfir gksuk iM+k vkSj blds ckn mUgsa ekewyh 
jkf'k fdruh gks bldk dksbZ fl)kar r; ugha 

eqvkotk feykA vkSifuosf'kd nkSjs esa fczfV'k 
FkkA blh dkj.k Hkk[kM+k ukxy cka/k vkSj fVgjh 

gqDejkuksa us vius Qk;ns ds fy, Hkwfe] ou] 
cka/k tSlh cM+h ifj;kstukvksa ds ekeys U;k;ky; 

[kfut vkfn lalk/kuksa dk nksgu djus ds fy, 
esa x, rks fofHkUu U;k;ky;ksa }kjk vyx&vyx 

Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k dkuwu dk nq#i;ksx fd;kA 1990 
QSlys vk,A dkuwu esa Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k ds fy, 

ds ckn fodkl ds ,tsaMs dks ewrZ :i nsus esa 
fdlkuksa ls lgefr ysus dh dksbZ O;oLFkk ugha Fkh 

lkoZtfud {ks= ds lkFk&lkFk futh {ks= dk 
D;ksafd ;g vf/kxzg.k yksdfgr ;k tudY;k.k 

nkf;Ro Hkh dkQh egRoiw.kZ gks x;k] ijarq bl uo 
ds uke ij gksrk Fkk] ijarq leL;k ;g Fkh fd 

mnkjoknh nkSj esa futh {ks= ds fgrksa ds fy, 
yksdfgr dh dksbZ ifjHkk"kk r; ugha dh xbZ FkhA 

1894 ds vf/kxzg.k dkuwu ds rgr fo'ks"k vkfFkZd 
blh dkj.k vLirky] ugj] lM+d] Ldwy] cka/k 

{ks= dh LFkkiuk ds fy, cM+s iSekus ij Hkwfe dk 
vkfn dks yksdfgr dk dke ekuk Fkk] ijarq 

vf/kxzg.k fd;k x;kA fdlkuksa ds foLFkkiu dh 
vkS|ksfxd fodkl dks yksdfgr ugha ekuk tkrk 

leL;k dks ns[krs gq, Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k dkuwu esa 
FkkA 1991 esa vkfFkZd lq/kkj ds i'pkr blesa 

ifjorZu dk igyk elkSnk 1999 esa vVy fcgkjh 
ifjorZu gqvkA mnkgj.k Lo:i jktLFkku ds 

oktis;h dh ljdkj }kjk rS;kj fd;k x;k] ijarq 
lwjrx<+ esa 10]000 ,dM+ Hkwfe esa lsuk ds fy, 

lg;ksfx;ksa us fdlkuksa dh lgefr ds eqís ij 
Nkouh {ks= ?kksf"kr fd;k x;k vkSj lkekftd 

bldk fojks/k fd;kA mUgsa vk'kadk Fkh fd 
–f"V ls bls yksdfgr dk ekuk x;kA 2013 ls 

fdlkuksa dh lgefr ds pDdj esa fodkl dh 
igys dk vf/kxzg.k vf/kfu;e [kklk fooknkLin 

ifj;kstuk,a iwjh ugha gks ik,axh] vr% elkSns ij 
jgk D;ksafd mlds rgr fdlkuksa ls Hkwfe tcju 

oktis;h ljdkj dks ihNs gVuk iM+kA
yh tkrh FkhA vktknh ds ckn ls yxHkx Ng 

o"kZ 2013 dk u;k Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k dkuwu o"kksZa djksM+ ls T;knk yksxksa dks vius ?kjksa vkSj xkaoksa ls 

fdlkuksa ds fgr esa Hkwfe fcy
Ÿ dyjkt feJ

dkaxzsl ljdkj esa 1947 ls 2013 

rd Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k dkuwu dks ,d 

neudkjh dkuwu ds :i esa 

bLrseky fd;k vkSj u, dkuwu dks 

fdlku fgrS"kh fn[kkus ds fy, 

bruk tfVy dj fn;k fd fodkl 

dh fdlh ;kstuk ds fy, Hkwfe dk 

vf/kxzg.k vlaHko gks x;kA
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fodkl ds dk;ZØeksa dks ihNs ys tkuk vlaHko gSA

ljdkj us yksdlHkk esa lnL;ksa dh Hkkoukvksa dks 
lekfgr djus ds fy, fo/ks;d esa ukS la'kks/ku 
fd,A buds vuqlkj] Hkw&vf/kxzg.k ls çHkkfor 
ifjokjksa vkSj —f"k Jfedksa ds ,d ifjtu dk 
ukSdjh nh tk,xhA vkS|ksfxd dksfjMksj ds fy, 
lM+d ;k jsy ekxZ ds nksuksa vksj ,d fdyksehVj 
dh Hkwfe dk vf/kxzg.k gksxk] og Hkh fdlh u 
fdlh ljdkjh ,tsalh ds }kjkA lkekftd 
<kapkxr ifj;kstukvksa ds fy, ljdkj Hkwfe dk 
vf/kxzg.k ugha djsxhA futh Ldwyksa vkSj 
vLirkyksa ds fy, Hkh Hkwfe vf/kxzg.k ugha gksxkA 

dh tíkstgn ds ckn rS;kj gqvk] blesa vf/kxzghr flQZ ljdkjh laLFkkuksa] fuxeksa ds fy, tehu dk 
dh tkus okyh Hkwfe ds 80 çfr'kr Hkw&Lokfe;ksa vf/kxzg.k fd;k tk,xkA eqvkotk ,d fu/kkZfjr 
dh lgefr dk dkuwu cuk;k x;kA blls [kkrs esa gh tek djkuk gksxkA u, dkuwu ds rgr 
Hkw&Lokfe;ksa dks vPNk [kklk eqvkotk nsus dk nks"kh vQljksa ij vnkyrh dk;Zokgh gks ldsxhA 
çko/kku fd;k x;kA ;g lgh gS fd eq[; foi{kh fdlkuksa dks vius ftys esa f'kdk;r ;k vihy dk 
ds :i esa Hkktik us blds fuekZ.k esa iwjk lg;ksx vf/kdkj gksxkA ifj;kstukvksa ds fy, catj 
fn;kA vc ç'u ;g mBrk gS fd jktx ljdkj tehu dk vf/kxzg.k gksxkA eksnh ljdkj us o"kZ 
cuus ij 2013 ds dkuwu esa ifjorZu D;ksa djus 2013 ds Hkw&vf/kxzg.k vf/kfu;e esa ifjorZu 
iM+ss\ dkaxzsl ljdkj esa 1947 ls 2013 rd Hkwfe fd, gSaA ;s ifjorZu eq[;eaf=;ksa dh Hkkoukvksa dk 
vf/kxzg.k dkuwu dks ,d neudkjh dkuwu ds lEeku djrs gq, vkSj ns'k esa fodkl ds fy, 
:i esa bLrseky fd;k vkSj u, dkuwu dks fdlku <kapk miyC/k djkus ds mís'; ls fd, x, gSaA 
fgrS"kh fn[kkus ds fy, bruk tfVy dj fn;k fd vly esa ;g fodkl dh fn'kk esa ldkjkRed 
fodkl dh fdlh ;kstuk ds fy, Hkwfe dk dne gSA ljdkj ds o"kZ 2022 ds fotu esa iwjs 
vf/kxzg.k vlaHko gks x;kA laçx ljdkj esa ns'k esa vkokl] 'kkSpky;] fo|ky;] rduhdh 
okf.kT; ea=h vkuan 'kekZ us M‚- eueksgu flag dks f'k{kk dsaæ [kksyus dh ;kstuk gSA bl vf/kfu;e 
25 ebZ] 2012 dks fy[ks i= esa dgk fd çLrkfor ds }kjk ljdkj fotu&2022 dks iwjk djus ds 
fcy dk vkS|ksxhdj.k rFkk ns'k ds 'kgjhdj.k esa fy, tehu miyC/k djk ldsxhA bl le; ̂esd 
nh?kkZof/k esa foijhr vlj iM+sxkA blesa tehu bu bafM;k* dh igy ds rgr vusd vkS|ksfxd 
dh dher cgqr egaxh gks tk,xh vkSj Hkwfe lewg Hkkjr esa fofuos'k esa #fp ys jgs gSaA cl 
vf/kxzg.k yxHkx vlaHko gks tk,xkA blds vko';drk gS mudks Hkwfe lfgr vU; ewyHkwr 
vfrfjä dkaxzsl 'kkflr çns'k ljdkjksa lfgr lqfo/kk,a miyC/k djkus vkSj ldkjkRed 
vf/kdka'k jkT;ksa esa o"kZ 2013 ds dkuwu esa cnyko okrkoj.k cukus dhA rHkh ge fodflr Hkkjr ds 
dh ekax dh] fQj bldk fojks/k D;ksa\ okLro esa lius dks ewrZ :i ns ldsaxsA 
bl fojks/k ds ihNs >wB vkSj ik[kaM T;knk gSA 

¼ys[kd Hkkjr ljdkj esa dsUæh; ea=h gSa
blesa fdlkuksa ds fgr ds ctk; jktuhfrd 

lkHkkj % nSfud tkxj.k] 22 vçSy 2015
çfr'kks/k vf/kd gSA vkt ds vkfFkZd ifjos'k esa 

½

ljdkj ds o"kZ 2022 ds fotu esa 

iwjs ns'k esa vkokl] 'kkSpky;] 

fo|ky;] rduhdh f'k{kk dsaæ 

[kksyus dh ;kstuk gSA bl 

vf/kfu;e ds }kjk ljdkj 

fotu&2022 dks iwjk djus ds 

fy, tehu miyC/k djk ldsxhA



he media coverage in India 

of Modi's visit to France, TGermany and Canada from 

April 9 to 17 has been patchy. While 

it was naturally less than that for his 

US visit it seems to have been even 

lower than for his forays to Australia 

or to the countries in the region. 

This is unfortunate, as these are 

important countries and Modi's 

visit has greatly enhanced our rela-

tionship with each one of them.

All three countries are in G7, are 

leading industrialised democracies, 

and are technological powerhouses. 

They are no strangers to India but for ample bonding time between 
the full potential of the relationship Modi and his principal host, in-
is yet to be realised. Modi's visit was depth and extensive interaction 
skilfully crafted to give a fillip to ties with the captains of industry, and a 
with each country with a view to meaningful outreach to the Indian 
leveraging them to strengthen India diaspora.
particularly in the economic 

Apart from the delegation-level 
domain.

talks and banquets organised by the 
While the programme in each principal hosts in honour of Modi 

country was inevitably a function of which in themselves provided much 
local circumstances, interests and time for interaction amongst them, 
opportunities, one can discern a it is notable that several other 
common and well-defined pattern opportunities for the same were also 
in its structuring as well as in the generated. In this context, one need 
engagements and interactions only mention the president 
developed. Thus whether in France, Hollande-Modi cruise on the Seine, 
G e r m a n y ,  o r  C a n a d a ,  t h e  the Chancellor Merkel-Modi visit to 
programmes chalked out provided the Hannover Messe, and the Prime 

Modi Visit a Fillip to India's Ties with Tech 
Powers

· Satish Chandra

INDIA'S WORLD OF DIPLOMACY
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Modi’s interaction with 

the Indian diaspora in 

Paris, Berlin and the 

Ricoh Coliseum in 

Toronto constitutes 

part of his standard 

operating procedure 

designed to harness it in 

promoting India’s 

influence and 

development.



participated, along with Merkel, in 

the inauguration of the Hannover 

Messe 2015, the world's largest 

industrial fair, where India had 

been selected as the partner coun-

try—a rare honour, enjoyed by 

Russia in 2013 and slated for the US 

in 2016. As many as 350 Indian 

firms along with scores of Indian 

businessmen participated in the 

fair. As in France he also had meet-

ings with leading German CEOs. 

Modi made a strong and convincing 

pitch with the leaders of industry to 

participate in the Make in India, 

Digital India and Clean India cam-
Minister Harper-Modi joint visits to paigns underlining the huge oppor-
Toronto and Vancouver. Such qual- tunities which would be available to 
ity time spent Modi and his hosts them in view of the government's 
together would undoubtedly have moves to provide a stable and busi-
helped establish an excellent rap- ness-friendly environment in the 
port and chemistry which is in country.
mutual interest and can only 

Modi's interaction with the Indian 
redound to India's benefit.

diaspora in Paris, Berlin and the 
The logic of Modi's meetings with Ricoh Coliseum in Toronto consti-

the business community rests on his tutes part of his standard operating 
obvious effort to use the same to procedure designed to harness it in 
promote India's economic develop- promoting India's influence and 
ment. Such meetings are all the development.
more necessary in industrialised 

On the one hand it promotes the 
democracies where the business 

Indian community's feel-good 
community is fairly autonomous in 

factor and on the other, it encour-
its decision making. Thus in France, 

ages Indians abroad to invest in 
Modi had two back-to-back meet-

India. Perhaps, even more impor-
ings with leading CEOs—one in the 

tantly, it transforms NRIs to 
area of infrastructure and the sec-

become fervent supporters of India 
ond dealing with defence, space and 

and its best ambassadors.
nuclear energy. In Germany, he 
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On the one hand it 

promotes the Indian 

community's feel-good 

factor and on the other, 

it encourages Indians 

abroad to invest in 

India. Perhaps, even 

more importantly, it 

transforms NRIs to 

become fervent 

supporters of India and 

its best ambassadors.



While the joint statements issued Apart from the Rafale deal, Indo-

at the end of the French and French cooperation in the nuclear 

Canadian legs of the visit were field also received a fillip with the 

meaty and cover many areas from signing of an MoU between Areva 

defence to climate change and ter- and L&T to manufacture reactor 

rorism to foreign policy, that issued equipment in India so as to reduce 

at the end of the Germany visit is costs  that  would  make the  

short and essentially limited to 6x1650MW nuclear power plants to 

identifying areas of India-German be set up by the former in Jaitapur 

collaboration such as manufactur- financially more viable.

ing, skill development, urban devel- As regards the uranium deal with 
opment, environment, railways, Canada its significance lies in that it 
cleaning of rivers, renewable marks the beginning of civil nuclear 
energy, etc. It, however, mentions cooperation between the two 
that the two countries will expand nations after its termination follow-
their dialogue on foreign policy and ing Pokharan I. A civil nuclear coop-
security issues and exchanges at the eration agreement was signed 
level of defence and foreign minis- between the two countries in 2010 
ters are envisaged prior to the inter- but supply of uranium from Canada 
governmental consultations sched- did not take place on account of 
uled in India this October. differences on inspection-related 

Media attention during the visit issues. With Canada agreeing to 

was, however, in the main focussed accept IAEA inspections on ura-

on the Rafale jet deal with France nium supplied by it to India these 

and the uranium deal with Canada d i f f e r e n c e s  s t a n d  r e s o l ve d .  

as the major outcomes. The former Accordingly, during the visit 

entails, at Modi's request, quick Canadian company Cameco agreed 

supply of 36 Rafale jets, in fly-away to supply India over 3000MT of 

condition through an intergovern- uranium concentrate over five years 

mental agreement on terms better at a cost of about $300 million. This 

than those demanded by Dassault will substantially ease the fuel sup-

“as part of a separate process under- ply problems that our nuclear reac-

way”. It may be recalled that negoti- tors have faced from time to time.

ations have been underway for years Courtesy: The New Indian Express, 

22nd April 2015between India and Dassault for 

supply of 126 Rafale jets—18 in (The writer is a Former Deputy 

National Security Advisor, Government flyaway condition and the balance 
of India.)to be made in India under licence….
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hen India's “Parrot 

Lady” of 12th century Wvintage accompanied 

the PM back from his state visit to 

Canada, it was deeply symbolic of a 

civilisational state reclaiming her 

cultural-civilisational footprints 

and space. It was profoundly sym-

bolic of India— after centuries of 

cultural marginalisation—finally 

s t i r r i n g  t o  r e c o g n i s e  h e r  

civilisational-self and to reclaim its 

contours and expressions. Similarly 

when the visiting Australian PM, in 

September 2014, handed the 11th 

century Shiva and Ardhanariswara 

to his Indian counterpart, it was a 

symbolic recognition of the aspira-

tions of a rising civilisational state 

which actively seeks to reconfigure 

her rightful cultural symbols and 
fice”, it was symbolic of that space. 
civilisational reclaiming as was his 

When PM Narendra Modi visited 
visit to the Komagata Maru museum 

the battle-field memorial at Neuve-
in Vancouver.

Chappelle in France, becoming the 
During his Mauritius trip in first Indian PM to pay homage and 

March, Modi visited the 'Apravasi recognise, on behalf of an entire 
Ghat' and paid tribute to the brave nation, the valour and sacrifice of 
“Apravasis who left India's shores Indian soldiers —who, even while 
nearly two centuries ago”. His visit fighting another's battle, showed 
symbolised the recognition of India exemplary valiance—fallen on a 
beyond India's physical borders—it foreign land and saluted them for 
was a reaching out to and re-their “loyalty, courage and sacri-

Recognising the Civilisational Dimension 
in External Dealings – a profound change 

brought in by Modi Dispensation
Ÿ Dr. Anirban Ganguly
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 It was perhaps for the 
first time that a foreign 

policy resolution of a 
political party talked of 

seriously developing 
and of having begun the 

process of evolving 
“cultural and 
civilisational 

linkages—Sanskriti 
evam Sabhyata”, this 

active aspiration to re-
invent and re-state 
these cultural and 

civilisational linkages 
have been increasingly 

visible of late.



creating of a civilisational India. increasingly visible of late. Even the 

Such a pro-active infusing of the hard action of boldly and success-

civilisational dimension in foreign fully evacuating d   istressed Indian 

policy has been visible ever since the citizens from the war zones of 

PM's first major bilateral foray to Yemen and Iraq, of wading deep 

Japan where he visited two of the into conflict zones on the strength of 

most sacred Buddhist temples—Toji our civilisational moorings and 

and Kinkakuji—and meditated to conviction, is reflective of the first 

re-ignite a civilisational link yearnings to play an increasingly 

between the two ancient lands and active role on the world stage.

people. When Modi visited the headquar-

Paying homage, displaying an ters of the UNESCO in Paris and 

active recognition of the sacrifices spoke at length there on India's 

made by one's citizens in the past, contribution to humanity's cultural 

especially in foreign lands, actively preservation and evolution, it was 

seeking to retrieve the physical again symbolic of India's aspiration 

symbols of our high cultural for playing a greater role in the 

achievements, pro-actively bonding cultural arena of the world. When he 

with the diaspora and infusing and bowed down before the statue of Sri 

reactivating in them the sense of a Aurobindo in UNESCO and refer-

civilisational connect have been the ring to his epochal contribution to 

hallmarks of a restated foreign human evolution spoke of the need 

policy under the new dispensation to preserve “national freedom, 

in the last one year. Apart from a diversity of civilisations and auton-

dynamic emphasis on the commer- omy of culture”, he was essentially 

cial and technical, the new and fresh re i terat ing  India ' s  t imeless  

e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  c u l t u r a l - civilisational message as articulated 

civilisational can never be missed. through the sage's own life and 

works.Interestingly, it was perhaps for 

the first time that a foreign policy India ' s  recogni t ion  o f  the  

resolution of a political party talked civilisational dimension in her 

of seriously developing and of hav- external dealings has been one of 

ing begun the process of evolving the most profound shifts in recent 

“cultural and civilisational link- times, accelerating the rise of a 

ages—Sanskriti evam Sabhyata”, civilisational state. 

this active aspiration to re-invent (Courtesy: The Sunday Standard, 25th 

and re-state these cultural and April, 2015. The title has been added.)

civilisational linkages have been 
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founders of Modern India. rime Minister, Shri Narendra 

Modi laid the foundation This Centre would spread awareness Pstone of Dr.  Ambedkar about the life and teachings of Dr. 
International Centre. Paying homage B.R. Ambedkar and the Government 
t o  B h a r a t  R a t n a  B a b a s a h e b  has decided to develop all important 
Ambedkar, the Prime Minister said places related to Dr. Ambedkar's life. 
that Babasaheb Ambedkar stood for The four storied Centre would be 
all of humanity, and was, in particu- built on an area of 3.25 acres and 
lar, a ray of hope for the marginalized would have a Public Library, 
and downtrodden sections of society. Research & Extension Centre, Media-
He further added that Babasaheb had c u m - I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  C e n t r e ,  
created great Constitutional institu- Convention Centre, two auditoriums 
t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  E l e c t i o n  and an exhibition on the Life of Dr. 
C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  F i n a n c e  Ambedkar. The life and teachings of 
Commission, in which the entire Dr. Ambedkar form the pivotal point 
nation had immense faith and confi- around which the conceptual base for 
dence even today. Noting that this the 'Centre' is developed. The build-
project had been conceived in 1992 – ing's form and design uses transpar-
more than 20 years ago – the Prime ency, inclusiveness and symbolism to 
Minister also emphasized that his express the essences of democracy 
Government had resolved to com- and equality though architecture. 
plete the work within 20 months. The Special emphasis has been laid down 
contribution of Dr. Ambedkar in for the incorporation of the persona 
social, political and economic sectors of Dr. Ambedkar in the structure.
is enormous as he is one of the key 

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

PM Modi Lays the Foundation Stone of    
Dr. Ambedkar International Centre

INDIA@NEW INITIATIVES 
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The Department of Electronics and documents online with any regis-

Information Technology (IT), tered agency or department. 

Ministry of Communication and IT, Anyone can upload e-documents in 

has launched a beta version of a a standard XML format in the digi-

digital locker, called Digi-Locker. tal locker repository. It will also 

With the help of this new digital provide an e-Sign, which is an 

system everyone can save important online service that allows individu-

documents electronically. Citizens als to digitally sign a document. To 

c a n  a c c e s s  D i g i - L o c k e r  a t  sign up for Digi-Locker, a person 

www.digitallocker.gov.in. It will be needs to have an Aadhaar number 

linked to the Aadhaar number. Digi- and a mobile phone number regis-

Locker has data storage space of up tered with Aadhaar. After launching 

to 10MB. This is likely to be the beta version, the Government is 

increased to 1GB when the next now looking for feedback from 

version is released. The locker also users. The intention of this digital 

provides links of government locker is to minimize the use of 

departments or agency which issue physical documents. Since the 

e-documents. Anyone uploading Government will authenticate the e-

documents in the electronic format documents, so chances of fraud are 

will be able to share the e- likely to be reduced.

Ministry of Communication and IT

Digital Locker

INDIA@NEW INITIATIVES 

Ministry of Railways

'Operation Five Minutes' - Now Unreserved 
Ticketing on Mobile Phone of Citizens

Fulfilling yet another commitment Railways is committed to 'Opera-

of the Railway Budget 2015-16, the tion Five Minutes' – that is, pur-

Minister of Railways Shri Suresh chase of an unreserved ticket within 

Prabhu recently launched Mobile five minutes and the Paperless 

A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  P a p e r l e s s  Unreserved Mobile Ticket is the first 

Unreserved Ticketing. This is a pilot step in this area. It will allow the 

project covering 15 stations in passenger to buy a ticket on the 

Southern Railway and will be move and allow him or her to board 

extended to entire country in the train with the ticket secured on 

phases. The Railway Minister said his or her mobile phone, without 

that for the passenger, the Indian any need for printing it. 
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ndian Navy's new stealth 

destroyer, Visakhapatnam, Idesigned indigenously and fitted 

with advanced features,  was 

launched in Mumbai recently which 

will boost the maritime force's fire-

power capability. The first of P15-B 

stealth destroyers, was launched at 

Mazagaon Docks Ltd (MDL). The 

163-metre-long vessel will be pro-

pelled by four gas turbines, and is 

designed to achieve a speed of over 30 

knots at a displacement of approxi-

mately 7,300 tons. The indigenously 

designed stealth destroyer will have naval gunfire support. Indigenously 
state-of-the-art weapons, sensors, an developed twin tube torpedo launch-
advance Action Information System, ers and rocket launchers will add 
in Integrated Platform Management punch to the ship's anti-submarine 
system,  sophis t icated  Power  capability. The vessel is follow-on of 
Distribution System and a host of P15A Kolkata-class destroyers with 
other advanced features. It is fitted enhanced features. The vessel is 
with supersonic surface-to-surface expected to be commissioned in the 
missile system. The system enables Navy in 2018. The indigenization 
the ship to engage shore- based and content in P15-B class destroyers is a 
naval surface targets at long range, notch above her illustrious predeces-
making it a lethal platform for strike sors in line with the 'Make in India 
against enemy targets. The ship's air policy' of the Government. The P15-B 
defence capability, designed to coun- stealth destroyers have been 
ter the threat of enemy aircraft and designed by the force's in-house unit - 
anti-ship cruise missiles, will revolve Directorate of Naval Design. The 
around the vertical launch and long design of Project 15B destroyers is 
range surface to air missile system. testimony of the Navy's firm commit-
Four 30mm rapid-fire guns will ment towards achieving indigenis-
provide the ship with close-in- ation by using high-end technology in 
defence capability, while an MR gun the field of weapons/sensors/ 
will enable her to provide effective machinery and stealth.

Ministry of Defence

Indian Navy's New Stealth Destroyer, INS 
Visakhapatnam

INDIA@NEW INITIATIVES 



vle dk vxyk pquko ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB;ksa ls eqä gksus 
dk pquko gS % vfer 'kkg

Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ ds jk"Vªh; v/;;{k Jh vfer 'kkg us 

xqokgVh ds [kkuikM+k esa osVujh dkyst xzkmaM ij ,d 

fo'kky tu lHkk dks lacksf/kr fd;k vkSj bl volj ij 

Jh 'kkg us dgk fd Hkktik vle dks ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB;ksa 

ls eqä djk,xhA Jh 'kkg us dgk fd Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ 

ckaXykns'k ls /kkfeZd çrkM+uk ds pyrs fudkys tk jgs fgUnw 

'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa dks ukxfjdrk nsus ds i{k esa gSA mUgksaus dgk 

fd vle dh turk jkT; dh Hkz"V dkaxzsl ljdkj dks 

gVkus dk eu cuk pqdh gS vkSj ;gka vxyh ljdkj 

Hkktik dh cusxhA vle ds ;qok ds fodkl rFkk ;gka ds 

yksxksa ds fodkl dk Qy ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB, [kk x, gSaA 

jkT;  esa lÙkk/kkjh dkaxzsl ikVhZ esa ne ugha fd og vle 

ls ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB;ksa dks fudkysA Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ vle dks ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB;ksa ls eqä 

djk,xhA Hkktik dh dsaæ ljdkj us vle dh ljdkj dks 140 djksM+ #i;s flVhtu jftLVj cukus 

ds fy, fn,A flVhtu jftLVj cusxk rks vle ls ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB, fMiksVZ ¼ckgj fudysaxs½ gksaxsA 

ysfdu jkT; dh dkaxzsl ljdkj ;g jftLVj ugha cuk,xh D;ksafd bUgsa ?kqliSfB;ksa ds oksV feyrs gSaA 

ysfdu vc ,slk ugha pysxkA bl ckj vle dh turk r; dj ys fd vkxkeh pquko esa vkj&ikj dh 

yM+kbZ gksxh vkSj vle dks ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB;ksa ls eqfä fnykus ds fy, Hkktik dh ljdkj cukuh 

gksxhA Jh 'kkg us dgk fd ,d Hkzkafr QSykbZ tkrh gS fd ckaXykns'k ls /kkfeZd çrkM+uk ds pyrs ;gka 

vk, fgUnw 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa dk D;k gksxkA fdlh dks bldh fpark djus dh t:jr ugha gSA Hkkjrh; turk 

ikVhZ dh dsaæ ljdkj ckaXykns'k ls /kkfeZd çrkM+uk ds pyrs ;gka vk jgs fgUnqvksa dks /kkfeZd 'kj.kkFkhZ 

ds rkSj ij ukxfjdrk nsus ds i{k esa gSA tks /kkfeZd çrkMuk ds pyrs ;gka 'kj.kkFkhZ vk, gSa] mUgs 

clkus dh ftEesnkjh flQZ vle dh ugha iwjs Hkkjr dh gSA blfy, Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ mudk iwjk 

[;ky j[ksxhA Jh 'kkg us dgk fd vxyk pquko bUgha eqíksa ij gksus okyk gSA vle dk vxyk pquko 

ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB;ksa ls eqä gksus dk pquko gSA ;g vle ds fodkl dk pquko gSA vxyk pquko 

vle ds ek/;e ls iwoksZÙkj ds jkT;ksa ds fodkl dk pquko gSA mUgksaus dgk fd eksnh th iwjs iwoksZÙkj dks 

fodflr djuk pkgrs gSaA og iwoksZÙkj dks VwfjTe dk g  cukuk pkgrs gSa vkSj ;gka ds ;qokvksa dks 

jkstxkj nsuk pkgrs gSaA vle ds ;qokvksa dks jkstxkj pkfg,] efgykvksa dks lqj{kk pkfg, vkSj iwoksZÙkj 

ds jkT;ksaa dk fodkl gksuk pkfg,A vle iwoksZÙkj dk ços'k }kj gS blfy, vle dks dkaxzsl eqä dj 

nhft, ;s lc dke Hkktik dh ljdkj dj nsxhA Jh vfer 'kkg us vleokfl;ksa dks uoo"kZ ¼chgw½ dh 

'kqHkdkeuk,¡ nsrs gq, vle dks dkaxzsleqä cukus dk vkºoku fd;kA 

c
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'World's Largest Political Party' BJP 

Crosses 10-Crore Membership Mark



"If we are to live and grow as a 

university [Calcutta], one of whose 

paramount tasks is to produce not 

only leaders of thought and action 

but also workers dedicated to the 

service of the nation, we cannot sit 

idle with philosophic concern and 

let things drift as they may. So far as 

we are concerned, it is for us to set 

our house in order. It is for us, and 

specially the younger generation, 

Hindus, Moslems and Christians 

alike, to combine and resolutely 

stand for the permanent wellbeing 

of our province ..."

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
(Excerpts from the speech delivered at Calcutta University Convocation on 

2nd March 1935)

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research Foundation
11, Ashok Road, New Delhi - 110001
Tel.: 011-48005769, Email: office@spmrf.org, director@spmrf.org  

@spmrfoundation
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