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iz;kl esa czãk] fo’.kq vkSj egs”k lHkh gekjs lgk;d gksaxsA fot; dk fo”okl gSA riL;k dk 

fu”p; ysdj pysaA oans ekrje~A

& nhun;ky mikè;k;
¼vè;{kh; Hkk”k.k] dkyhdV vfèkos’ku] 1968½
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adverse politics and political hen he began his 
mindset while compelling others to campaign for the 
attune themselves to this new W2 0 1 4  G e n e r a l  
expression and shift.Elections, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and the BJP under his In their struggle for the mandate 
leadership brought about a decisive of 2014 Prime Minister Narendra 
and tectonic change in the political Modi and the BJP succeeded in 
discourse of the country. The Party altering India's political discourse 
under his leadership had then made f r o m  o n e  o f  c o n f l i c t  a n d  
a rigorous and indefatigable confrontation to one of aspiration 
analysis of the challenges before the and hope. This was a seminal 
n a t i o n  a n d  b e f o r e  i t s  v a s t  contribution to our national life - a 
marginalized population and the contribution that has set the tone 
youth and eminently succeeded in and direction for politics in the next 
formulating and in offering a new decade and beyond.
vision, a new political lexicon and a While elections,  victories,  
fresh perspective for national celebrations and introspections are 
progress. part and parcel of our colourful and 

Within days it had succeeded in constantly evolving democratic 
altering a rancid habit of six framework, the march towards 
decades, mostly brought about by greater development, greater 
the political practices of a now accountability, greater efficiency 
completely rejected political party, and greater implementation 
of dividing the nation in groups, of continues unabated under the 
promoting conflict, of pushing Narendra Modi led government. 
segregated interests at the cost of The focus of governance and 
cohesiveness, unity of purpose and governance schemes in the last nine 
national interest. A new dimension months have turned to the 
of focusing on aspirations and of marginal, the neglected and the 
working towards creating a distinct omitted,  ushering in an era of 
future map for the nation began in greater inclusion and unity. 
right earnest. Naturally such a In his seminal treatise "Integral 
decisive shift gradually worked Humanism" Pandit Deendayal 
towards diluting a certain kind of Upadhyay calls that a "rule of 
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Dharma" in which the Government electorate to be deprived and 

ensures "basic necessities of life", disinvested of their hard earned 

education, health, affordable savings  by allowing certain 

shelter to everyone.  Where such an negative elements a free run - 

intention is absent, or falsely sermonize on the need to be 

displayed, argues Pandit Upadhyay, connected with the masses. 

there sets in the "rule of Adharma." A decisive mandate brings along 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  M o d i  h a s  with it  great responsibility,  
committed himself to bringing responsibility which endorses 
about a "rule of Dharma" inspired stability and performance, it 
by the vision and concept of generates faith that the politics of 
"Antyodaya." The shift in the confrontation and of disruption will 
political discourse which Prime finally be given up; such a mandate 
Minister has pushed through, the inevitably calls for a drastic and 
various initiatives undertaken by positive change of attitude and of 
his Government in the last months action. One can only hope that such 
point towards an integral effort at a state of being will soon be visible. 
bringing about such a state of being 

across the country. That resolve and - Dr. Anirban Ganguly
march is now unstoppable.  

As an aside it will be well to 

mention how ironical it is to see, in 

the just concluded Delhi Assembly 

elections, the CPIM, all of whose 

candidates lost their deposits, and 

which continues to unceasingly 

suffer from an acute dialectical 

confusion - after having failed to 

deliver an effective and responsive 

governance model in West Bengal, a 

state which it uninterruptedly ruled 

and ruined for three decades - latch 

on to another's victory, proclaiming 

it to be that of its own failed 

ideology, it is also ironical to see the 

Trinamool Congress - a party which 

has allowed its own ordinary 



end then it could cause a terrible o end discrimination against 
crisis soon because of the lack of the girl child and to demon-T women in the country leading to a strate a commitment to 
dangerous situation and a great arrest and reverse a degenerative 
national imbalance. Prime Minister habit,  Prime Minister Modi 
also said that we must fight female launched the twin programmes of 
foeticide and celebrate the birth of a "Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao" and 
girl child and in his characteristic "Sukanya Samriddhi Account" in a 
style appealed for making "Beta-bid to encourage the birth and edu-
Beti Ek Samaan" (equal treatment cation of girls and tackle the abys-
of boys and girls) our motto.mally low child sex ratio of 918 girls 

for 1000 boys. Collective Responsibility:

Describing the desire to indulge On the occasion of the launch of 
in female foeticide as a "mental the National Programme "Beti 
illness" Prime Minister Modi said Bachao, Beti Padhao", Prime 
that if this discrimination does not Minister Modi also made a strong 

"Beta-Beti Ek Samaan" 
should be our motto: PM MODI
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appeal to the people of India by asked the massive gathering that if 

saying that he has come in front of daughters were not born, how one 

them as a 'bhikshuk' (mendicant) to would get daughter-in-laws? In a 

beg for the lives of innocent daugh- frank manner he said that "There 

ters. He said that we cannot call are people who want educated 

ourselves citizens of 21st century by daughters-in-law, but those same 

practicing such a Crime and urged people are reluctant to educate their 

for an end to the discrimination own daughters.This hypocrisy must 

between sons and daughters come to an end.People say in old age 

because this is the key to ending sons come in handy. Had that been 

female foeticide. Modi said,"We true, so many old age homes would 

need commitment, compassion and not have opened. Sons have cars and 

bungalows and yet, often, parents 

remain in old age homes. On the 

other hand, there are innumerable 

daughters who work hard to keep 

their parents happy. If girls get the 

chance, they perform better than 

boys."  Prime Minister pointed out 

that girls were doing well in sports, 

in education, agriculture and health 

sectors and had a very significant 

contribution in our overall national responsibility to stop this sin 
growth and progress.(against girls). This is not going to 

change overnight. This sin is being Societal pressure:
committed for the past 50 years. We 

The Prime Minister said "it is our 
will have to create awareness for the 

responsibility to wake up the society 
next 100 years. It is not only about 

and to realise our responsibility. It is 
giving birth to a girl child. She has to 

due to family and societal pressure 
get good nutrition, be given educa-

that girls are killed in the womb. In a 
tion, proper healthcare and rights". 

hard-hitting message to doctors 
The Prime Minister said that each who contribute to female foeticide, 

one of us has a collective responsi- the Prime Minister reminded them 
bility towards this national mission that their medical education is for 
otherwise we would not only be the purpose of saving lives and not 
harming the current generation, but for killing innocent daughters.
also inviting a "terrible crisis" for (SPMRF Desk)
future generations. Prime Minister 
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Prime Minister Modi also 

made a strong appeal to the 

people of India by saying 

that he has come in front of 

them as a 'bhikshuk' 

(mendicant) to beg for the 

lives of innocent daughters.



Taking up Responsibilities: cultural heritage, and therefore, 

India must take the lead in India has a great responsibility to 
countering this challenge, and also help the world counter new threats 
work towards a change in global to global peace. The present global 
attitudes towards the challenges of environment represents a rare 
climate change. Indian culture was opportunity. Use this unique 
replete with illustrations which opportunity to help India position 
indicated "Prakriti-Prem" - "love for itself in a leading role, rather than 
nature."India must lead the fight just a balancing force, globally. The 
against climate change because love world is keen to embrace India, and 
for nature is part of Indian culture.India is moving forward with 

confidence. We should shed our old S h o w c a s e  I n d i a ' s  R i c h  

mind sets and we should be quick to Culture:

adapt to changing global situations. We should maintain digital 

"Heads of Missions" are "shining libraries to showcase the best of 

vibrant representatives" (tejasvi, Indian culture and we should also 

jeevant anshpunj) of India's maintain regular contact with 

glorious heritage. It is your duty to  prominent  individuals  from 

work ceaselessly and with a clear countries abroad, who have visited 

mind, on India's development or plan to visit India.Relationships 

priorities, and to advance India's have been important for all 

interests abroad. mankind throughout history, even 

as humanity has struggled to deal Messenger of Peace:
with challenges. We should prepare 

There are new "actors" and new 
a compendium of best practices of 

"threats" to global peace and 
Missions across the world, and 

prosperity but India has always 
spread them horizontally across the 

stood for "Vishva-Bandhutva" and 
globe. Missions should also 

peace - the brotherhood of the world 
contribute towards developing a 

- had a great responsibility in 
culture for "Swachhta" - cleanliness, 

helping the world counter these 
and to remain ahead of the curve on 

challenges to peace.
digital diplomacy.

Love for Nature:

The environment is part of India's 

PM to Heads of Indian Missions
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prosperous societies emerge. And new Man Ki Bat
ideas are constantly being exchanged. Omprakash's question:
And technology today I think facilitates The youth of  new generation is a global 
that, not just within countries, but citizen. He is not limited by time or 
across countries. And so, I have much boundaries. In such a situation what 
greater faith in India and the United should be the approach by our 
States, countries that are open leadership, governments as well as 
information societies, in being able to societies at large?
succeed and thrive in this New 

Information Age; than closed societies (Hon'ble Shri Barack Obama)
that try to control the information that I think this is a very important question. 
citizens receive. Because ultimately When I look at this generation that is 
that's no longer possible. Information coming up, they are exposed to the 
will flow inevitably, one way or the world in ways that you and I could 

other, and we want to make sure hardly imagine. They have the 
we are fostering a healthy debate world at their f ingertips,  
and a  good conversat ion literally. They can, using their 
between all peoples.mobile phone, get information 

and images from all around the 
(Hon'ble Shri Narendra Modi): tks 

world and that's extraordinarily 
loky cjkd ls iwNk x;k gS] vkseçdk'k 

powerful. And what that means, I 
pkgrs gSa fd eSa Hkh ml fo"k; esa dqN dgw¡A

think is that, governments and cgqr gh vPNk tokc cjkd us fn;k gSA 
leaders cannot simply try to govern, or çsj.kknk;d gSA eSa bruk gh dgw¡xk fd ,d tekus esa] 
rule, by a top-down strategy. But rather [kkl djds dE;qfuLV fopkj/kkjk ls çsfjr yksx FksA os 
have to reach out to people in an nqfu;k esa ,d vkºoku djrs FksA vkSj os dgrs Fks & 
inclusive way, and an open way, and a ^odZLkZ vkWQ fn oYMZ ;wukbV* (workers of the 
transparent way. And engage in a world unite)A nqfu;k ds etnwj ,d gks tkvksA ,slk 
dialogue with citizens, about the ,d ukjk dbZ n'kd rd pyrk jgk FkkA eSa le>rk gw¡] 
direction of their country. And one of vkt dh ;qok dh tks 'kfä gS] vkt ds ;qok dh tks 

igqap gS] bldks ns[krs gq, eSa ;gh dgw¡xk fd ;wFk] the great things about India and the 

;wukbV n oYMZ (youth unite the world)A ;qodks] United States is that we are both open 
nqfu;k dks ,d djksA eSa le>rk gw¡] muesa ;s rkdr gS societies. And we have confidence and 
vkSj os dj ldrs gSaA fa i th  that  when c i t i zens  have  

information, and there is a vigorous 
(Omprakash is studying Sanskrit at JNU. He debate, that over time even though 
belongs to Jhunjunu, Rajasthan. He is 

sometimes democracy is frustrating, the 
convener of special Centre for Sanskrit Studies 

best decisions and the most stable in JNU)
societies emerge and the most 

“Youth ! unite the world”

PM MODI’S VISION



eksnh ljdkj ds }kjk ns'k ds lHkh fgLlksa esa pkSchl miHkksäkvksa dks 24 ?kaVs fctyh eqgS;k djkus esa enn 

?kaVs lkrksa fnu fuckZ/k fctyh eqgS;k djkuk ljdkj feysxhA 

dh cM+h çfrc)rkvksa esa ls ,d gS D;ksfd vkt Hkh bl ;kstuk dks 24 eghuksa dh vof/k ds Hkhrj iwjk 
xzkeh.k {ks=ksa es vk/kkjHkwr cqfu;knh <kaps dh deh dh fd;k tk;sxkA bl ;kstuk ds lQy fØ;kUo;u ds 
otg ls cgwr lkjs xjhc ifjokjksa dks fctyh dh fy;s dqy 43033 djksM+ #i;s ds fuos'k dh 
lqfo/kk miyC/k.k ugha gks ikbZ gSA ns'k ds yk[kksa vko';drk gSA ftlesa ls Hkkjr ljdkj 33453 
fdlku vius [ksrksa dh flapkbZ ds fy, iai }kjk djksM+ #i;s dh lgk;rk nsxhA ;kstuk ds vuqnku 
Hkwty dk mi;ksx djuk pkgrs gSa ysfdu fctyh dk fgLlk fof'k"V oxZ jkT;ksa ds fy, 85 Qhlnh vkSj 
ugha feyus ds dkj.k os ,slk ugha dj ikrsA gkykfd vU; jkT;ksa ds fy, 60 Qhlnh rd gSA flfDde 
bu~ lc leL;kvks ds lek/kku~ ds fy;s dbZ jkT;ksa us lesr lHkh iwoksZÙkj jkT;] tEew vkSj d'ehj] fgekpy 
xzkeh.k bykdks es nh tkus okyh fctyh dks miHkksx çns'k vkSj mÙkjk[kaM fof'k"V oxZ jkT;ksa esa 'kkfey 
ds vk/kkj ij vyx&vyx djus ds fy, dk;ZØe gSaA futh for.k dEifu;k ,oa jkT; fctyh foHkkxksa 
rS;kj fd;k] ftlds rgr xzkeh.k {ks=ksa es —f"k rFkk lesr lHkh fMLd‚e bl ;kstuk ds rgr foÙkh; 
xSj —f"k miHkksäkvksa ds fy, vyx&vyx O;oLFkk lgk;rk ds fy, ik= gksaxhA fMLd‚e fof'k"V 
dh tkrh gSA fo'o cSad ds }kjk bl çdkj dh usVodZ t:jr dks /;ku esa j[krs gq, xzkeh.k 
;kstuk ds ewY;kdau ds vuqlkj xqtjkr us bl rjg <kapkxr dk;ksaZ dks etcwr cukus dks ojh;rk nsaxhA 
dh ;kstuk dk csgrj vkSj 'kkunkj fØ;kUo;u fd;k bl ;kstuk dks fØ;kfUor djus ds fy, uksMy 
gSA ,tsalh xzkeh.k fo|qrhdj.k fuxe ¼vkjbZlh½ gksxhA 

eksnh ljdkj ds }kjk çkjEHk~ dh xbZ nhun;ky vkjbZlh] ;kstuk ds ykxw fd, tkus dh ekfld 

mik/;k; xzke T;ksfr ;kstuk ¼MhMh;wthtsokbZ½ dh çxfr fjiksVZ dks ÅtkZ ea=ky; rFkk dsUæh; fo|qr 

çsj.kk xqtjkr ljdkj }kjk ykxw blh çdkj dh çkf/kdj.k ds le{k çLrqr djsxhA bl fjiksVZ esa 

;kstuk ls feyrh gSA bl ;kstuk ds rgr xzkeh.k foÙkh; rFkk okLrfod çxfr dk C;kSjk fn;k tk,xkA 

{ks=ksa esa cgq çfrf{kr lq/kkjksa dks ykxw djus esa enn ÅtkZ lfpo dh v/;{krk esa ,d fuxjkuh lfefr] 

feysxhA ;kstuk ds vUrZxr xzkeh.k ?kjksa vkSj —f"k ;kstuk ds rgr ifj;kstukvksa dks Loh—fr nsxh rFkk 

dk;ksaZ ds fy, vyx vyx QhMj dh O;oLFkk dh budks ykxw fd, tkus dh fuxjkuh djsxhA bl 

tk;sxh vkSj forj.k rFkk ikjs"k.k <+kps dks etcwr ;kstuk ds rgr vuq'kaflr fn'kk&funsZ'kksa ds vuq:i 

fd;k tk,xkA ;kstuk es eq[; :i ls vyx&vyx ;kstuk dk fØ;kUo;u lqfuf'pr djus ds fy, 

QhMj dh O;oLFkkk dj mi&ikjs"k.k rFkk forj.k fctyh ea=ky;] jkT; ljdkj vkSj fMLd‚e ds chp 

usVodZ dks etcwr cukuk gS vkSj lHkh Lrjksa tSls ,d mi;qä f=i{kh; le>kSrk fd;k tk,xk ftlesa 

buiqV ikbaV] QhMj vkSj forj.k VªkalQkeZj ij ikoj Qkbusal dkiksZjs'ku ,d uksMy ,tsalh gksxhA 

ehVj yxkuk gSA blh ds lkFk xzkeh.k {ks=ksa esa lHkh ¼,l-ih-,e-vkj-,Q- MsLd½
Lrjksa ij fctyh ds ehVj yxk, tk,axsA bl ;kstuk 

dh lgk;rk ls xzkeh.k ?kjksa dks rFkk —f"k 

nhun;ky mik/;k; xzke T;ksfr ;kstuk%xzkeh.k ifjokjksa ds 
fy, pkSchl ?kaVs vkSj d`f"k ds fy, i;kZIr fctyh
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Governance and services on he Digital India Program is a 
demandcross ministry initiative T Digital empowerment of citizenswhich aims to transform 

India into a digitally-enabled and 

empowered information society 
T h e  f i r s t  k e y  a r e a  o f  

a n d  k n o w l e d g e  e c o n o m y .  
"Infrastructure as a utility to 

Government of India has allocated 
every citizen" includes: 

more than a trillion rupees for its 
High speed internet access to be successful execution. The main goal 

made avai lable  in  al l  gram of this colossal transformational 
panchayats with the view to digitally initiative is to radically redesign 
empower citizens; and digitize government processes 

The provision of vital digital and make government services 

identity to citizens; a v a i l a b l e  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e  

electronically as well  as to Enabling citizens participation in 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  n e w  the digital and financial space by 
employment generation. means of mobile phones and bank 

accounts for their socio-economic The vision of Digital India 

empowerment; Program is centred around the 

following three key areas: The second key area of 

"Governance and services on Infrastructure as a utility to every 

demand" encompasses the citizen

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

Digital India Program- building a 

knowledge economy, empowering citizens

?Siddharth Singh

POLICY WATCH- DIGITAL INDIA PROGRAM
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IT for jobs

l 1 Cr students from smaller towns & villages will be trained for IT sector jobs over  5 years. 

DeitY would be the nodal department for this scheme.

l BPOs would be set up in every north-eastern state to facilitate ICT enabled growth in 

these states. DeitY would be the nodal department for this scheme.

l3 lakh service delivery agents would be trained as part of skill development to run viable 

businesses delivering IT services. DeitY would be the nodal department for this scheme.

l5 lakh rural workforce would be trained by the Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) to cater 

to their own needs. Department of Telecom (DoT) would be the nodal department for this 

scheme.
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following: Impart ing  dig i ta l  l i teracy  

amongst Indian citizens;There should be a seamless 

integration across departments for Making digital resources widely 

providing an easy and single window accessible;

access of various government A l l  g o v e r n m e n t  
services to various stakeholders document/certificates should be 

Government services should be made available on the cloud; 

made available in real time by Digital resources and services 
ut i l iz ing  onl ine  and mobi le  should be made available in regional 
platforms. languages.

In order to ensure easy access of In conclusion, the Digital India 
information, various entitlement of Program can be viewed as a truly 
each citizen should be available on revolutionary initiative because by 
the cloud. providing the opportunity to 

Ease of doing business should be educate and enhance the digital skill 

ensured and facilitated by creating set of potentially the whole 

digitally transformed government population, the program has the 

services. potential to create an environment 

of not just digital but overall social-The thrust of the third key area 
inclusion. of "Digital empowerment of 
(Siddharth Singh is a Research Associate  citizens" entails: 
at  SPMRF)

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

POLICY WATCH- DIGITAL INDIA PROGRAM

 

Broadband highways

lThis covers three sub components, namely Broadband for All Rural, Broadband for All 

Urban and National Information Infrastructure.

lUnder Broadband for All Rural, 250 thousand village Panchayats would be covered by 

December, 2016. DoT will be the nodal Department and the project cost is estimated to be 

approximately Rs. 32,000 Cr.

lUnder Broadband for All Urban, Virtual Network Operators would be leveraged for 

service delivery and communication infrastructure in new urban development and 

buildings would be mandated.

lNational Information Infrastructure would integrate the networks like SWAN, NKN and 

NOFN along with cloud enabled National and State Data Centres. It will also have 

provision for horizontal connectivity to 100, 50, 20 and 5 government offices/ service 

outlets at state, district, block and panchayat levels respectively. DeitY will be the nodal 

department and the project cost is estimated to be around Rs 15,686 Cr for 

implementation in 2 years and maintenance & support for 5 years.



digital have-nots, between the poor resident Barack Obama's 
and the affluent, rural and urban, just concluded historic visit P literate and illiterate, employed and to  India  has  la id  the  
unemployed, and between the foundation for a relationship of 
empowered and the disempowered.hope and promise between India 

and the US. Among other areas, I Digital India weaves together a 
believe this relationship has large number of ideas and thoughts 
immense potential in the field of into a single comprehensive vision. 
ICT and digital connectivity. This vision is centred on three key 
Already 60% of India's IT exports, 

worth $50 billion, cater to the US 

market. US companies, many of 

which already have backend 

o p e r a t i o n s  i n  I n d i a ,  h a v e  

continually expressed interest in 

expanding.

D i g i t a l  I n d i a ,  a  f l a g s h i p  

programme, conceived within 100 

days of the Modi government 

assuming office, has the potential to 

propel digital connectivity to new 

heights and reinforce Indo-US ties.
a r e a s :  c r e a t i o n  o f  d i g i t a l  

What is Digital India? It is an i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  d e l i v e r y  o f  
obligation we owe to India and a gift governance and services on 
which we must offer to posterity. It demand, and digital empowerment 
aims to tap and channelise the vast of citizens. It includes the ambitious 
potential of India's fondness for programme National Optic Fibre 
technology, coupled with soaring Network (NOFN), aiming to link 
aspirations of a young India. Digital India's 2.5 lakh gram panchayats 
India is designed to bridge the through over 70,000 km of high 
divide between the digital haves and speed optic fibre in the next three 

Opening the floodgates: Digital India will 

deliver a real improvement in the quality 

of life of every citizen
 Ravi Shankar Prasad?
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Digital India is designed to 

bridge the divide between 

the digital haves and digital 

have-nots, between the poor 

and the affluent, rural and 

urban, literate and illiterate, 

employed and unemployed, 

and between the 

empowered and the 

disempowered.



years - thereby enabling over 600 Indians keenly observe the arrival 

million Indians to harness the of a technology and once they 

benefits of modern communication. recognise its worth, they adopt it 

NOFN has to be executed with the with enthusiasm. Digital India is 

ac t ive  partnership  o f  s ta te  designed to empower Indians with 

governments. the power of technology.

Digital India architecture would 

compel change in governance 

processes for delivery of services. 

Along with the need for faster and 

timely service delivery, it is 

important to ensure that benefits of 

development reach each and every 

citizen of the country in equal 

measure. I believe that broadband 

access to all will open a new world of 

economic opportunities for rural 
I recently inaugurated our 

Indians in areas such as e-
country's first high speed rural 

commerce, outsourcing and back 
broadband network in Idukki 

offices, marketing of agricultural 
district of Kerala. If 900 million 

p r o d u c t s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  
mobile phones and 300 million 

handicrafts, amongst others.
internet connectivity can spring up 

Domestically, India consumes up in India without active government 
to $100 billion in electronics every patronage, imagine what a far 
year, most of which are imported, reaching impact a government 
including products like mobile backed programme would have if 
phones, computers, SIM cards, executed in a mission mode.
smart cards, set top boxes, LED 

A noteworthy feature of Digital 
lights, cameras, televisions, medical 

India is that it is envisaged as a 
electronics and the massive 

national  non-discriminatory 
electronic segment in defence 

infrastructure available to all 
manufacturing. There is a need for 

categories of service providers for 
manufacturing electronics in India 

wholesale bandwidth.Telcos, ISPs, 
for the growing Indian market. 

virtual network operators and cable 
Government has announced the 

TV providers can all plug into this 
Make in India programme, which 

n e t w o r k  f o r  o f f e r i n g  n e x t  
complements Digital India by 

generation services to citizens.
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A noteworthy feature of 

Digital India is that it is 

envisaged as a national non-

discriminatory 

infrastructure available to 

all categories of service 

providers for wholesale 

bandwidth.



encouraging local and foreign leverage digital connectivity and 

manufacturers to manufacture in digital literacy to encourage 

India - for the domestic market and e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  f o s t e r  

for exports. entrepreneurship.

Foreign companies should not Empowered citizens will have the 

restrict themselves to back office power to make choices, to save time, 

operations but instead look to lower their costs, add convenience 

manufacturing their high-end to their days and improve their 

products in India. Make in India has health.

conveyed to the companies that this The potential payoffs through 
scheme is more than a slogan - it is a 

commitment. Government is 

backing the Make in India proposal 

with financial incentives. Catering 

to the necessity of expanding the 

talent pool of IT professionals the 

Cabinet has already approved 

s e t t i n g  u p  a n  E l e c t r o n i c s  

Development Fund to encourage 

innovation, research and startups.

Backing up this innovation is the 

government's programme DISHA, 

which focuses on the critical aspect 

of digital literacy so that even the 
this revolution can certainly be 

poorest Indian can participate and 
m e a s u r e d  i n  n u m b e r s  -  

contribute to this digital expansion. 
connections, devices, subscribers, 

Floodgates of possibilities will open 
downloads and so on - but the 

for the self-employed as well as 
improvement in the quality of life of 

small and medium enterprises.
every Indian is the real change our 

I imagine a scenario where government wants to bring. This 
gardeners, plumbers, drivers, task is enormous, challenges are 
shopkeepers, tutors, tailors can all onerous yet we shall overcome, as 
find new markets through their India after May 2014 is a different 
mobile phones. country.

We are in the process of finalising (The writer is the Union Minister of 

Communications and Information a policy on setting up BPOs in small 
Technology.)and mofussil towns which will 

Courtesy: TOI Blog, February 2, 2015
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Digital India architecture 

would compel change in 

governance processes for 

delivery of services. Along with 

the need for faster and timely 

service delivery, it is important 

to ensure that benefits of 

development reach each and 

every citizen of the country in 

equal measure.



American one.he hype over the nuclear 

deal has obscured the main  The Vision document begins by Tachievement of the Obama declaring that a closer partnership 
visit: this is in the Joint Strategic between the two countries is 
Vision Statement for the Asia- indispensible for peace, prosperity 
Pacific and Indian Ocean Region, to and stability in the Asia-Pacific and 
give the full name of the separate Indian Ocean regions. The geo-
document issued by the two leaders. graphical sweep is also impressive: 
This is not to gainsay the impor- from Africa to East Asia, from 
tance of civil nuclear cooperation, or Central Asia to South-East Asia. It 
the understandings reached on also addresses the high-voltage 
defence and economic cooperation. issues of freedom of navigation and 

over-flights especially in the South 

China Sea by endorsing these prin-

ciples and linking their legal basis 

with the UN Convention on the Law 

of the Sea [UNCLOS]. As is well-

known, China does not accept the 

applicability of UNCLOS to the 

South China Sea, but has its own 

claim to the entire Sea, based on 

flimsy and un-provable claims.

 The document also endorses 

India's interest in joining the Asia-

Pacific Economic Cooperation 

[APEC] forum, and enjoins on both 
But when heads of state and govern- countries the development of a road 
ment get together, they should, and map to work together with other 
did this time, talk about the larger partners to face the diplomatic, 
strategic environment in which economic and security challenges 
their engagement takes place - and facing the region. The main Joint 
in the current regional situation, no Statement also makes a reference to 
partnership is more important for the Indian "Act East" policy and the 
India and its security than the US "Rebalance" and points to the 

The Obama Visit

?  Amb. Prabhat P. Shukla
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the Asia-Pacific and Indian 

Ocean regions.The 
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synergy between the two. This is which is a high priority for America. 

welcome, and presumably, will also But it will necessarily involve transit 

cover the Trans-Pacific Partnership, through Pakistan, and that country 

the economic arm of the Rebalance, will use this leverage for its strategic 

that the US is driving in the Asia- purposes. Indians should not get 

Pacific region. Several of our main beguiled by all the talk about a new 

trade and investment partners are approach from Pakistan after the 

in it, and if India were to be left out, Peshawar school terror attack - 

it would stand to lose substantially towards India,  nothing has  

in terms of trade and investment - of 

the order of tens of billions of dol-

lars. We need to take account of the 

fact that there is a similar free-trade 

agreement being worked out with 

the European Union, which is 

another important market and 

source of FDI for India. The 

Chinese, the Turks, the Africans 

have all expressed their interest in 

being part of these new arrange-

ments, but have been kept out so far. 

We, who have been invited to join 

TPP, are hanging back presumably 
changed. US media commentaries 

because of the high-standard 
prior to the start of the visit exhorted 

labour, environment, and IPR 
President Obama to press India to 

requirements - this needs to be 
resume the dialogue with Pakistan. 

rectified.
Fortunately, the conditions-based 

 The only issue that causes some approach to dialogue of the 
concern is the treatment of the Government is firm, and will not 
AfPak region. The talk and refer- change. 
ences on this are lukewarm from the 

 It would be important to be clear 
stand-point of our interests, and 

that Pakistan is not about to change 
confined to bromides about stability 

its approach towards India, not 
in Afghanistan and the need to curb 

until we take action to change the 
terror groups. The more troubling 

calculus in Rawalpindi of their costs 
bit is about the energy linkage 

and benefits of enmity towards 
between South and Central Asia, 

India. And the closer we get to the 
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US vision in the Asia-Pacific, the market that the US represents. Even 

more concern there will be in China today, but for the US, China would 

as well, as was in evidence in the have a deficit in its balance of trade 

Chinese media during the visit itself. with the rest of the world. Therein 

This is the real security contingency lies the true importance of the US as 

we need to prepare for, and need to an economic partner. In a welcome 

know how far we can count on our decision, we have agreed to raise the 

friends and partners in the Asia- Strategic Dialogue to a Strategic and 

Pacific in such a situation. Commercial Dialogue.

 In general, it needs to be  Defence is also a sector of grow-

ing importance for bilateral ties and 

for strategic purposes. The US has 

emerged as the largest supplier of 

hardware in the last few years, and 

this trend is likely to stabilise. A few, 

admittedly minor, new "pathfinder" 

joint projects have been picked out 

to get the pump primed, and will lay 

the foundation for deeper collabora-

tion in the future. It is reported that 

the US has also revived its interest in 

the operational agreements like 

CISMOA, which had gone into deep 

freeze over the past few years. And, 

of course, there is the issue of mili-

tary-to-military links, including the 

posting of an officer of the Indian 

Armed Forces at the US Central 
emphasised that the US is still the Command HQ. It is time to resolve 
driver of the global economy, and all these and move on to the higher 
can thus be a stimulus for the Indian level of defence cooperation that the 
economy, especially for the "Make two countries need to achieve in 
in India" campaign. If indeed manu- their own respective interests. 
facturing is to reach somewhere There is absolutely no threat to our 
near the scale that the Chinese cherished nonalignment or strate-
economy did with such success, gic autonomy in any of this.
India will need not just its domestic 

 Now for a brief discussion on the 
market, but will also need the huge 

nuclear package. By way of back-
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ground, it would be important to unlimited liability. In fact, the 

bear in mind that other industries Indian law is the most categorical in 

do not get the kind of protection that fixing an upper limit on the opera-

the nuclear industry demands and tor, with the balance above that 

gets. BP, for example, for an oil spill amount - if any - to be taken on by 

in the Gulf of Mexico, has already the Government.

been charged $ 8 billion, and is The right of recourse is similarly 
facing procedures for an additional expressly provided for in the 
$ 13 billion. The banks that were Convention on Supplementary 
instrumental in the financial crash Compensation, which Government 
of 2008 have already paid a collec-

tive amount exceeding $25 billion, 

and further investigations are on-

going. And the reason is obvious: 

the nuclear industry itself recog-

nises that the damage it can cause in 

the event of an accident is much 

greater.

 Three issues have dominated the 

discussion on the subject - the maxi-

mum amount of liability; the right of 

recourse against the supplier; and 

protection of the supplier from suit 

by individual victims of a nuclear 

incident outside of the Law on Civil of India has signed, but not ratified. 
Liability for Nuclear Damage But here again, the liability of the 
[CLNDA],as provided for under supplier is limited, under the Rules 
Article 46. There was an earlier issued by the Department of Atomic 
issue regarding tracking of nuclear Energy, to the value of the contract 
fuel, but that has been settled along or the liability of the operator, 
the same lines as those adopted in whichever is less.
the case of the Canadians - that is 

 It is the third point on which 
that the IAEA will be permitted to 

there is still some ambiguity. 
share information with Canada 

Government has issued some guide-
after their inspections.

lines indicating that only the opera-
 On the first two, there really is no tor is liable under the relevant 

room for confusion - all the extant clause of the domestic law. Prime 
international legislation allows for 

THE 
NATIONALIST 17

SPECIAL ARTICLES

Three issues have dominated 

the discussion on the subject - 

the maximum amount of 

liability; the right of recourse 

against the supplier; and 

protection of the supplier from 

suit by individual victims of a 

nuclear incident outside of the 

Law on Civil Liability for 

Nuclear Damage [CLNDA],as 

provided for under Article 46.



facie, this is correct, because the text the lie to this assertion, and 

of the law only speaks of the liability informed us that Gandhi would be 

of the operator. Nonetheless, it is shocked at what was happening in 

open to doubt whether the operator India.

could cover this liability under the Never mind that much of this 
right of recourse. This is why the kind of criticism comes from people 
final American word on this is that who proudly proclaim their own 
the individual companies will have religious belief never mind that 
to make their own risk assessment India has a better record of empow-
on this issue. The fair conclusion ering minorities than any other 
would be that Government has country in the world; here is some-
indeed gone a long way in clearing thing for all those who seized upon 
up any doubts that may have arisen. Obama's remarks  to study and 
The Russians and the French have reflect upon, in the words of the 
clarified that they are willing to Mahatma himself:
work within the domestic law; it is 

 “(If) instead of confining them-
now for the Americans to take their 

selves purely to humanitarian 
decision.

work such as education, medical 
 All of the above ignores the most services to the poor and the like, 

fundamental issue of commercial they would use these activities of 
viability. The US figure, as at pres- theirs for the purpose of proselytiz-
ent projected, is Rs 12 per unit, and ing, I would certainly like to with-
this will clearly not be viable. Both draw. Every nation considers its 
sides have wisely focused on the own faith to be as good as that of 
need for commercially viable elec- any other. Certainly, the great 
tricity generation, but we are far faiths held by the people of India 
removed from this at the moment. are adequate for her people. India 

 One last point on the visit needs stands in no need of conversion 

to be addressed briefly: this is the from one faith to another."

"admonition" by President Obama  Wise words, indeed, spoken in 
supposedly to the Indian authorities April 1931. We would all do well to 
over religious tolerance. After the remember them today.
play this issue received in the Indian 

(The author is  former Indian 
media, an official of the US National A m b a s s a d o r  t o  R u s s i a ,  H i g h  
Security Council told the Indian Commissioner to Singapore & Australia 

and former Diplomatic Advisor to the press that there was no such intent 
Prime Minister of India. He is also mem-b e h i n d  O b a m a ' s  r e m a r k s .  
ber of SPMRF Advisory Board.) Promptly, the next day, Obama gave 
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communist ideology namely China, ne of the most significant 
had already abandoned it during the economic decisions of the 
previous decade. As a result, the Opresent government was to 
United States claimed that its mar-replace the Planning Commission 
ket centric ideology was the most with a new institution. Accordingly 
suitable one for progress. But the NITI Aayog, which would serve as a 
countries that followed the policies Think Tank of the Government, was 
advanced by the US have been fail-announced on Jan. 1, 2015. 
ing in different places. Soon the 

During the last sixty five years 
global economic crisis in 2008 

after the formation of the Planning 
proved that the US model would no 

Commission in 1950, lots of eco-
longer work in its own place. 

nomic developments have taken 
As a result, many economists place. As a result, the replacement 

including those from the US admit-has become a necessity. 
ted that their theories have failed to 

The economic discourse has been 
capture the realities and the 'one 

dominated by the Western ideolo-
size fits for all approach' would not 

gies for a long time. The capitalist 
be suitable to all the countries. Even 

ideology was put forth during the 
the multilateral agencies accept that 

late eighteenth century in Europe 
different models might be suitable 

when there was large scale discon-
for different countries. Meanwhile, 

tent in the society. The industrial 
the performance of different econo-

revolution too   could not fulfill the 
mies during the recent years show 

expectations of people; it rather 
that China and India have been 

created more problems for the 
growing faster than the others. 

working classes. In response to this 
Meanwhile studies undertaken the communist ideology was placed 

by western scholars during the last as the alternative during the second 
three decades point out the predom-half of the nineteenth century. 
inant role of India and China during 

After about seven decades of 
the earlier centuries. Angus 

experiments, communism col-
Maddison notes that India was 

lapsed in Soviet Russia during the 
dominating the global economy 

late 1980s. The other bastion of the 
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with a share of 32.9 per cent during cussion. The consequences have 

0 CE, followed by China. India and been severe with the domestic mar-

China continued to dominate the kets being opened up without the 

world economy for the next eigh- required preparations and the basic 

teen centuries, with India remain- sectors facing serious difficulties. 

ing at the top, most of the time. It is unfortunate that India, with a 
India lost her position and ulti- very long history of superior eco-
mately became a poor country due nomic performance, has been 
to the colonial policies. guided by one or the other of west-

India and China could not have ern ideologies during all these years. 

become the two most prosperous Hence we have not been able to 

nations without their own native realize our full potential, based on 

economic models.  Besides, they our strengths. But in spite of confu-

remained the most sustainable sions and contradictions at the 

economies for the longest period in policy making levels, the nation 

the history. Such a performance continues to move forward due to 

would not have been possible with- the strong fundamentals and the 

out well-functioning systems in innate abilities of our people.  

place. John Kenneth Galbraith, an 

Even before Independence, economist, was the US Ambassador 

Gandhiji wanted to have wider to India during the early 1960s. 

discussions on the right kind of When he visited India during 2001, 

approach in free India, but the he noted: "I wanted to emphasize 

Congress leadership did not listen to the point, which would be widely 

him.After independence, the policy accepted, that the success of India 

makers opted for the socialistic did not depend on the government. 

ideas to guide them in decision … We have seen many years of 

making. It was during that time that Indian progress, and that is attrib-

the Planning Commission was utable to the energy and genius of 

established based on the Soviet the Indian people and Indian cul-

experience. ture." 

After more than three decades of Field level studies in different 

social ist ic  experiments ,  the  parts of the country indicate that 

Government went in for a change in India has her own unique models 

approach during the early 1990s. It functioning at different levels. It is 

chose to follow the western market these models that are pushing the 

ideology, again without much dis- economy to continuously move 
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forward, despite the lack of clarity at our society and initiated steps to 

the top levels. Hence there is little nurture and utilize them for eco-

use of adopting the models of other nomic development.

countries. Social capital is recognized as a 

In this connection, the Cabinet critical asset for economic progress 

resolution passed to establish NITI and is given the required impor-

Aayog notes that "  ...the institution tance in many countries. Studies 

must adhere to the tenet that while show that we have high social capi-

incorporating positive influences tal due to our cultural ethos and that 

from world, no single model can be is helping our economy as a major 

transplanted from outside into factor. The Government acknowl-

India." Besides, the resolution edges its significance and notes that 

states:  "We need to find our own it "needs to be leveraged through 

strategy for growth. The new insti- appropriate policy initiatives."

tution has to zero in on what will The  non-corporate  sector  
work in and for India." remains the backbone of our econ-

The resolution is very clear when omy, contributing the highest share 

it mentions: "It will be a Bharatiya to the GDP and providing 92 per 

approach to development." This is a cent of employment. There are more 

historic statement for all of us, as the than 50 million small businesses, 

functioning India has been longing playing a very important role in the 

for nation-centric approaches. It economy. Most of them are pro-

has taken six and half decades for moted by the ordinary sections of 

the Government to state boldly that the society through their own initia-

we would follow our own native tives, in distant parts of the country. 

approaches. Only a truly nationalis- They have a huge potential and 
tic and self-confident Government the ability to transform the lives of 
can do this. large sections of people, yet they are 

Family base, higher savings, unable to perform to the full extent 

social capital, high level of entrepre- as they remain neglected. The cabi-

neurship, non-corporate sector, net resolution notes that "policy 

native pool of local resources and making must focus on providing 

the cultural backgrounds of our age- necessary support to this sector in 

old civilization remain the funda- terms of skill and knowledge 

mental strengths of our economy. upgrades and access to financial 

The Government has for the first capital and relevant technology."

time identified the core strengths of 
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The modern discourse has con- priorities, and foster cooperative 

tempt for villages and neglects them federalism." 

in the policy making process. The  NITI Aayog would enable the 
resolution notes that "villages con- country to face challenges by lever-
tinue to be the bedrock of our ethos, aging India's demographic dividend 
culture and sustenance". Hence and realizing the potential of the 
they "need to be integrated in the youth. Besides, it would "provide 
development process so that we chance to every Indian to live a life of 
draw from their vitality and energy."  dignity and self-respect". 
So the think tank would "develop 

India is a unique country with 
mechanisms to formulate credible 

diverse backgrounds and hence a 
plans to the village levels and aggre-

uniform model will not be suitable 
gate these progressively at higher 

to all the states. The new body is 
levels of government."

expected to "embrace the specific 
The resolution notes that "the demands of states, regions and 

pool of entrepreneurial, scientific localities". A resource centre is 
and intellectual human capital is a planned as a repository of research 
source of strength waiting to be on good governance and best prac-
unleashed to help attain unprece- tices for dissemination to all those 
dented heights of success". Besides who require it. So far India did   not 
it says that the think tank has to have much of a role to play in the 
ensure that India's unique middle deliberations at the global level. The 
class "remains engaged and its new body is expected to change it. 
potential fully realized". Moreover it 

NITI Aayog aims to make India 
is stated that steps would be taken 

well developed economy utilizing all 
"to broaden the participation" of the 

our potential with the involvement 
non-resident Indians living abroad. 

of different sections of the society 
In the centralized policy making through Bharatiya approaches. We 

system, there was only one way of hope that India would regain her 
flow of policy from the centre to the glory and emerge as an economic 
states. It is "sought to be replaced by powerhouse at the global level. 
a genuine and continuing partner-

(Dr. P.Kanagasabapathi is a Professor 
ship of states".  It is made clear that and author based in Coimbatore involved 
only strong states could make a in studying the functioning economic, 

business and social models)strong India. Hence the new institu-

tion is "designed to evolve a shared 

vision of national development 
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cssfV;ksa dks iwtus dh ckr dgus okys gekjs lekt esa bl jkT; esa ckyd&ckfydk vuqikr lcls de 

vkt Hkh cM+h la[;k esa csfV;ka eka ds xHkZ esa gh ekj nh ;kuh lokZf/kd [kjkc gSA ^dU;k Hkwz.k gR;k* tSlh 

tkrh gSaA Hkys gh ge lc ;g lqurs gq, cM+s gq, gksa ?kVuk,a  cnLrwj tkjh gSa vkSj bl iki ds fy;s dksbZ 

fd L=h nsoh gS] csfV;ka iwtuh; gSa] ysfdu vc Hkh vkSj ugha] cfYd bu vtUeh csfV;ksa ds ukle> 

dkQh txg pkgs egkuxj gks ;k lqnwjorhZ xkao] ekrk&firk ;k ;wa dgsa dh buds vius gh ftEesnkj 

tehuh gdhdr dqN vkSj gh gSA ;s Hkíh vkSj ?k`f.kr gSaA pan flDdksa dh [kkfrj M‚DVjh ds uke ij dlkbZ 

lPpkbZ vkt ds Hkkjr dh gh gS vkSj lp dgs rks dk dke djus okys dqN~ f'kf{kr ;k >ksyk Nki 

gekjs vkl ikl dh gh gSA uk tkus fdruh gh csfV;ka  M‚DVj Hkh bl vijk/k es mrus gh Hkkxhnkj gSa ftrus 

Ldwy tkus dks rjlrh gSa] Ldwy dh bekjr esa tkuk fd muds ekrk&firkA 

mudh gljr gh jg tkrh gSA tSlk fd ç/kkueU=h us dgk fd ge yksx Hkwy tkrs gSa 

vHkh gky gh es dsUæ ljdkj us bl cnuqek nkx ls fd csfV;ka Hkh vius ekrk&firk dk uke jks'ku djrh 

vf/kd vkØedrk ls fucVus dk QSlyk djrs gq, gSa vkSj oä vkus ij] [kkldj cq<+kis esa mudk lgkjk 

Hkh cu ldrh gSaA fu"Bqj lksp okys ;s Hkh ugha le> 

ik jgs gSa fd vxj csfV;ka de gks xbZa rks os vius csVksa 

ds fy, cgq,a dgka ls yk,axsA ljdkjh vkSj xSj 

ljdkjh rkSj ij bl ?k`f.kr cqjkbZ dks jksdus ds 

ç;klks ds ckotwn dU;k Hkzw.k gR;k,a vkt Hkh gks jgh 

gSaA 

^csVh cpkvks] csVh i<+kvks* ;kstuk dk eq[; mís'; 

^ckyd&ckfydk* vu qikr c< + kuk g SA 

ckyd&ckfydk vuqikr ls ;g irk pyrk gS fd 

fdlh Hkh jkT; ;k 'kgj ;k ns'k esa gj 1000 ckydksa 

ds vuqikr esa fdruh ckfydk,a gSaA ,d nq[kn lp 

;g gS fd dU;k Hkzw.k gR;k dh fueZe ?kVukvksa ds 

pyrs Hkkjr esa ;g vuqikr yxkrkj ?kVrk tk jgk ^csVh cpkvks] csVh i<+kvks* uke ls ,d ubZ ;kstuk dk 
gSA o"kZ 1991 esa gj 1000 ckydksa ij 945 ckfydk,a “kqHkkjEHk fd;k gS vkSj bl ;kstuk dks ,d vkanksyu 
Fkha] ysfdu o"kZ 2011 esa gj 1000 ckydksa ij 918 dh rjg pykus dh ?kks"k.kk dh gSA ç/kkuea=h ujsaæ 
ckfydk,a gh FkhaA vkadM+s c;ku djrs gS fd bl eksnh us 22 tuojh dks gfj;k.kk ds ikuhir ls bl 
nkSjku gfj;k.kk esa ;g vuqikr lcls de jgk tgk vfHk;ku dh 'kq#vkr dh ;k ;wa dgsa bl vkanksyu dk 
1000 iq#"kksa ds eqdkcys flQZ 877 efgyk;sa gSA 'ka[kukn fd;kA ;g ;kstuk ,d jk"Vªh; vfHk;ku ds 
efgyk iq:"k vuqikr nj dh rLohj rks fujk'kktud tfj, çkjaHk esa lHkh jkT;ksa vkSj dsaæ 'kkflr çns'kksa ds 
gS gh ij lkFk gh lkFk efgyk lk{kjrk dh rLohj Hkh ,sls 100 pqfuank ftyksa esa dk;kZfUor dh tk,xh] tgka 
fujk'kktud gSA 2011 es efgyk lk{kjrk nj 65-ckyd&ckfydkvksa dk vuqikr csgn de gSA [kkl 
46izfr”kr rFkk iq#"k lk{kjrk nj 82-14 izfr”kr ckr ;g gS fd ̂csVh cpkvks] csVh i<+kvks* ;kstuk dk 
ntZ dh x;hA fcgkj esa ;g nj lcls de ;kfu 46-'kqHkkjaHk gfj;k.kk ls blfy, fd;k x;k gS D;ksafd 

^csVh cpkvks] csVh i<+kvks*
?fl)kFkZ flag
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;g ;kstuk ,d jk"Vªh; vfHk;ku 

ds tfj, çkjaHk esa lHkh jkT;ksa vkSj 

dsaæ 'kkflr çns'kksa ds ,sls 100 

pqfuank ftyksa esa dk;kZfUor dh 

tk,xh] tgka ckyd&ckfydkvksa dk 

vuqikr csgn de gSA



40 izfr”kr mÙkj çns'k esa 51-36 izfr”kr] gfj;k.kk esa fo"k; ij tkx:drk iSnk djds bl ;kstuk dks 

56-91 izfr”kr rFkk jktLFkku esa 47-76 izfr”kr gSA lQy cukus dh dksf'k'k dh tk,xhA blesa 

^csVh cpkvks] csVh i<+kvks* vfHk;ku ds eq[; fcanq% yM+fd;ksa ,oa efgykvksa ls fd, tk jgs HksnHkko dks 

• lHkh xzke iapk;rksa esa xqìk&xqìh cksMZ yxk, lekIr djus ij Hkh tksj fn;k tk,xkA 

tk,axsA gj eghus bl cksMZ esa lacaf/kr xkao ds ckyd&ckfydk vuqikr esa csgrjh dks lq'kklu ds 

ckyd&ckfydk vuqikr dks n'kkZ;k tk,xkA ,d çeq[k fodkl ladsrd ds rkSj ij 'kkfey djuk 

• xzke iapk;r gj yM+dh dk tUe gksus ij mlds Hkh bldk ,d mís'; gSA bl ;kstuk dh eq[; 

ifjokj dks rksgQk HkstsxhA j.kuhfr;ksa esa lkekftd ykecanh ,oa laokn vfHk;ku 

• xzke iapk;r lky esa de&ls&de ,d ntZu dks c<+kok nsuk Hkh 'kkfey gS rkfd lkekftd 

yM+fd;ksa dk tUefnu euk,xhA  ekunaMksa esa cnyko ykus ds lkFk&lkFk ckfydkvksa 

• lHkh xzke iapk;rksa esa yksxksa dks ̂ csVh cpkvks] csVh dks leku egRo fnyk;k tk ldsA 

i<+kvks* dh 'kiFk fnykbZ tk,xhA efgyk ,oa cky fodkl ea=ky; dh ftEesnkjh 

• fdlh xkao esa vxj ckyd&ckfydk vuqikr c<+rk vkaxuokM+h dsaæksa ij xHkkZoLFkk ds iathdj.k dks 

gS] rks ogka dh xzke iapk;r dks lEekfur fd;k çksRlkfgr djuk] Hkkxhnkjksa dks çf'kf{kr djuk] 

tk,xkA lkeqnkf;d ykecanh vkSj vkilh laokn dks c<+kok 

• cky fookg ds fy, xzke ç/kku dks ftEesnkj ekuk nsuk] ckyd&ckfydk vuqikr dks de djus ds 

tk,xk vkSj mlds f[kykQ dkjZokbZ gksxhA vfHk;ku esa tqVs  ^pSafi;uksa* dks 'kkfey djuk rFkk 

• dU;k Hkzw.k gR;k jksdus ds ckjs esa tkx#drk QSykus vfxze ekspsZ ij dke dj jgs dk;ZdrkZvksa ,oa 

ds fy, LFkkuh; Ldwyksa vkSj d‚ystksa dks vfHk;ku esa laLFkkuksa dks ekU;rk vkSj iqjLdkj nsuk gSA LokLF; 

'kkfey fd;k tk,xkA ,oa ifjokj dY;k.k ea=ky; dh ftEesnkjh xHkZ/kkj.k 

^csVh cpkvks] csVh i<+kvks* dk;ZØe ds rgr mu 100 iwoZ vkSj tUe iwoZ tkap rduhdksa ij dM+h utj 

ftyksa dk p;u 23 jkT;ksa dsaæ 'kkflr çns'kksa esa j[kuk] vLirkyksa esa çlo dks c<+kok nsuk] tUe 

fd;k tk;sxk tgk ckyd&ckfydk vuqikr 918 ds iathdj.k rFkk fuxjkuh lfefr;ksa dk xBu djuk 

jk"Vªh; vkSlr ls Hkh de gSA gSA ekuo lalk/ku fodkl ea=ky; dh ftEesnkjh 

^csVh cpkvks] csVh i<+kvks* ;kstuk efgyk ,oa cky yM+fd;ksa dk iathdj.k] Ldwyksa esa yM+fd;ksa dh Mª‚i 

fodkl ea=ky;] ekuo lalk/ku fodkl ea=ky; vkSj vkmV nj esa deh ykuk] fo|ky;ksa esa yM+fd;ksa ds 

LokLF; ea=ky; dh ,d la;qä igy gSA efgyk ,oa vuq:i ekud cukuk] f'k{kk ds vf/kdkj vf/kfu;e 

cky fodkl ea=ky; ds vuqlkj ;g ;kstuk ij l[rh ls vey djuk rFkk Ldwyksa esa yM+fd;ksa ds 

yM+fd;ksa vkSj efgykvksa ds vf/kdkjksa dk lEeku fy, 'kkSpky; cukus ij fo'ks"k /;ku nsuk dh gSA

djus vkSj mUgsa lqj{kk çnku djus ij Hkh dsafær ç/kkuea=h ujsaæ eksnh us csfV;ksa dks mudk gd 

gksxhA bl nqfu;k esa viuk igyk dne j[kus ds fnykus ds fy, bl vfHk;ku dh 'kq:vkr dh gS 

fy, rS;kj csfV;ksa ds thou dh j{kk djuk vkSj mUgsa rkfd mu ds lkFk HksnHkko [kRe fd;k tk lds vkSj 

f'kf{kr dj viuh ftanxh esa vkus okyh reke dU;k Hkzw.k gR;k jksdus dk Bhd fn'kk esa rsth ls rFkk 

pqukSfr;ksa dk lkeuk djus yk;d cukuk ^csVh çHkkoh dne mBk;s tk ldsaA^csVh cpkvks] csVh 

cpkvks] csVh i<+kvks* ;kstuk dk eq[; mís'; gSA vkus i<+kvks* ;kuh csfV;ksa dk mudk gd fnykus okyk 

okys fnuksa es ns'k Hkj esa tu vfHk;ku ds ek/;e ls vfHk;ku fuf'pr :i ls ,d tufgr vkSj jk"Vªfgr 

lkekftd ekufldrk dks cny dj vkSj bl fo"ke Økafr gSA
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political sustainability of this n its first budget presented last 
p r o c e s s  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  year, the new Narendra Modi I foreground indigenization as a l e d  N D A  g o v e r n m e n t  
national ideological pursuit.s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c re a s e d  t h e  

allocation for the Defence Research Among the three pillars of the 
and Development Organization non-alignment movement, it was 
(DRDO). This move was a signal actually the erstwhile Yugoslavia 
that the new government accepted under Tito that put the greatest 
that defence R&D in India had thus emphasis on indigenization and his 
far been characterized by decades of country emerged as a remarkable 
underinvestment leading to a player in conventional arms in the 
shortage of manpower and a dearth post war period. Tito understood 
of  critical  testing facil it ies.  that true 'non-alignment' could only 
Concurrently, it has also made be pursued with as little dependence 
aerospace and defence (A&D) a as possible on foreign powers for 
pillar of the 'Make in India' program armaments. Nasser's Egypt and 
recognizing the need to increase Nehru's India unfortunately did not 
India's supplier base in this domain. and could not pursue indigenization 
Besides pushing for much greater with anywhere near that zeal. Post-
d o m e s t i c  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  1962, India for instance ended up 
participation it is also open to heavily dependent on the Soviets 
attracting 'FDI in defence' for that once the Americans turned down 
purpose.   So clearly, military N e h r u ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  F - 1 0 4  
hardware indigenization has been Starfighters and the era of license 
adopted as a strategic imperative production in India began with the 
and the government seems to be Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
proceeding on a twin track of (HAL) commencing domestic 
pushing domestic R&D while manufacture of the Mig-21 inmid-
simultaneously augmenting India's sixties.  While license production 
manufacturing base for defence has yielded benefits to India it has 
equipment.  This is a wise course of also calibrated India in the 
action since both paths reinforce aerospace sector and induced a 
each other.  However to ensure the tendency in the defence public 

Advocating Indigenisation -

 a Perspective
? Saurav Jha
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sector units (PSUs) and indeed in into the hands of foreign players 

the military towards dependency on year after year through military 

foreign technology besides the usual imports. 

inefficiency issues that plague PSUs Thanks to our strategic missile 
unless specifically addressed. programs, where DRDO has clearly 

After all, as the T-90 production delivered, India does have key 

experience shows, transplanting a private players in the A&D space in 

foreign design conceived in a addition to over a thousand small 

different industrial eco-system, not a n d  m e d i u m  p l a y e r s  a l s o  

to mention under a different participating. And it is not just 

doctrinal environment is never easy strategic missiles, today almost Rs 

to do and keeps the importing 200,000 crore worth of (non-

country dependent on the supplier s t rateg ic)  DRDO deve loped  

f o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  s u p p o r t  equipment has been produced or is 

therebycurbing strategic autonomy. under production in India. A lot of 

Mere diversification of sources of this quantum actually comes from 

foreign technology does not address radar, sonar and other electronic 

the dependency issue substantively warfare equipment all of which 

while creating a diversity of types cannot really be imported on 

that can be a headache to operate account of operational security 

and maintain. considerations.   Essentially, many 

thresholds have today been crossed Now while India need no longer 
and it is time to order what has call it 'non-alignment', to burnish its 
a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  i n  place as one of the major poles of the 
substantial numbers to bring about newly emergent world order, it 
economies of scale and increase needs to indigenize its military 
private sector participation in hardware pool. Whether it be to win 
defence. The usual lament about a the 'war on jobs', or to increase the 
certain indigenously developed overall technological capability of 
system having high import content its economy (a must for winning 
can easily be addressed through future 'wars for jobs'), or to ensure 
better minimum order quantities.  unfettered energy security for its 

current economy, or to have an area After all  the system level 

of influence through military intellectual property (IP) which is 

exports, or indeed to shape global what really counts in the hi-tech 

trends autonomously, it simply space resides in India for a 

cannot let its national budget leak domestically developed A&D 
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product enabling much easier MK-2 variant will also be eminently 

modification of the design with new exportable to a host of South East 

sub-systems.  The way forward Asian and African countries and in 

therefore is to facilitate the creation t h e s e  m a r k e t s  i t  w o u l d  b e  

of greater domestic IP by supporting competing with the China-Pakistan 

DRDO working with both the public JF-17 Thunder which is powered by 

and private sector and allowing it to a Russian engine. So ironically, 

recruit the fresh young talent it while the Sino-Pak axis will offer a 

needs. Indeed, Prime Minister combat jet powered by a Russian 

M o d i ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  f i v e  turbofan, India could offer the LCA 

laboratories headed by young as competition whilst using an 

scientists is important especially in American engine. 

light of developing technology for Nevertheless, even as India 
the new cyber, space and Special follows a multi-pronged path for 
Forces joint commands being 'Make in India', the mindset must be 
progressed by the mil i tary.  firmly towards building domestic 
Similarly the process for seeding products. In any case domestic R&D 
centres of excellence focused on has proved to be the only way to 
defence technology with DRDO a b s o r b  f o r e i g n  t r a n s f e r  o f  
handholding in places like the IITs technology as the indigenization of 
has also begun. the T-90s gun barrel shows. This is 

Now while Swadeshi needs to be something that both China and 

backed to the hilt with a clear focus South Korea have understood for a 

on domestic R&D and larger orders long time.  In order to create an eco-

for domestic equipment through a system where there is a decided 

spiral development approach, focus on India A&D products the 

Videshi too can be leveraged for the national psychological sphere must 

faster growth of India's A&D space.  take pride in what is being done in 

Indian companies have already I n d i a  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

been given the leeway to partner importance of Indian brand value. 

with foreign players while bidding For that indigenization needs to be 

for specific projects.   Indeed, Prime pursued as nothing short of an 

Minister Modi must engage ideology.

President Obama for specifically [The author is a commentator on 

defence issues  and has written this purpose given that India's light 
extensively on these matters] combat aircraft (LCA) uses a 

General Electric engine. The LCA's 
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Government, as directives, and that ith the Congress facing 
she was accountable in her official desertions in every 
capacity to the Prime Minister Wmajor state, it was only a 
alone. But then, given the Nehru-matter of time that Jayanthi 
Gandhi dynasty's hold over the Natarajan, former environment 
C o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e  p a r t y ' s  minister, who was unceremoniously 
Governments, her action was not evicted from the Union Cabinet on 
surprising. And, she was not the December 20, 2013, would hit back 
only Minister to have done the at the decaying party. Her letter of 
party's first family's bidding. resignation, a tell-all tale of illegal, 

unconstitutional intrusion of the Therefore, what she says has added 
Congress top brass at either stifling heft. The selectiveness of Mr Gandhi 
or enabling clearances for a sup- in prodding the then Environment 
posed quid pro quo, is a body blow to Minister to take decisions demon-
the party. strates that the Environment and 

Forests Ministry was governed not The question that needs an answer 
by laid down policies but by the is whether the oath of secrecy taken 
whims and fancies of Mr Gandhi by UPA Union ministers under the 
and the like, which would include Constitution in Third Schedule has 
the Sonia Gandhi-led National been violated or not. More than Ms 
Advisory Council. The Congress vice Jayanthi Natarajan, it is Congress 
president must answer why he vice president Rahul Gandhi who 
sought to directly influence deci-must answer the issues that the 
sion-making in the ministry. former Minister for Environment 

and Forests in the UPA Government The larger issue here is the brazen 
has flagged on certain contentious interference in the Manmohan 
decisions she took while in office. Singh Government's functioning by 
Ms Natarajan has categorically said the likes of Mr Gandhi. The issue of 
that she made those decisions on Mr Nehru-Gandhi family members' 
Gandhi's "directives". interference had been earlier 

exposed by Dr. Manmohan Singh's It is true that as a Minister, Ms 
media advisor Sanjay Baru and Natarajan had no business to treat 
former Union Minister K Natwar the 'requests' of the Congress leader, 
Singh as well.who had no position in the 

Green cover exposed
Illegal and unconstitutional directives by Rahul 

Gandhi to Jayanti Natarajan

POLITICAL COMMENTARIES 

THE 
NATIONALIST 28

(SPMRF Desk)



organisations in whose ranks the his January 26 provided an 
leader once worked and was interesting as well as reas-T groomed. Unfortunately the unilat-suring image. The leader of 
eral discourse hitherto forced on the the world's largest democracy, a 
country - which is finally slackening leader who once sold tea on a rail-
and dissolving - never allowed a way platform to passengers passing 
balanced assessment of these through his small town and who, 
organisations and of their societal working his way through the demo-
and national contribution.cratic process, rose to become the 

chief executive of his country was It sufficed for a section to simply 
receiving the leader of the world's blackout the legacies and contribu-
leading democracy. tions of these organisation and their 

efforts for national regeneration, by The moment was poignant and 
talking of hidden agendas and of was a tribute to India's civilisational 
raising the spectre of a 'fascist state'. spirit - a spirit which resisting 
In fact, whether he was aware of it or strong efforts at periodic subversion 
not, the American President was, in has allowed and enabled a com-
a sense, witnessing the spirit of the moner, a man of the people, a 
Indian Republic as it has been sus-'small-town' boy and a constituent 
tained, not so much by a system, but of the hoi-polloi, to rise up the ranks 
more by the ethos of the vast major-and to occupy that seat whose first 
ity of this land despite adversities - occupant was an accented and 
both external and internal.erudite 'Harrowian'.

The American President was Not only is such a rise, a reflection 
treated in the true Hindu spirit of of the essential civilisationally 
treating guests. The Prime Minister democratic spirit of India, which 
himself took care of the details, was has in reality survived because of the 
himself graciously present to predominantly Hindu worldview 
receive the visiting dignitary and and ethos, but is also a reflection of 
stood with great dignity till the the ways and perceptions of the 
American President's car left the myriad socio-cultural and service 

About the message and the recipient
? Dr. Anirban Ganguly

Barack Obama's reference to freedom of religious practice and Article 25 

was really aimed at the over-zealous soul-harvesting types in India

THE 
NATIONALIST 29

POLITICAL COMMENTARIES 



tarmac on arrival. It is these, appar- active from Africa to East Asia. 

ently small gestures, which reflected Interestingly, the area or spheres 

the essential spirit of 'Bharat', a that the document refers to, regions 

stark contrast  to the usual  in which it sees India becoming 

Westernised way of doing and see- active and generating multi-

ing things. dimensional partnerships have 

been areas where Indian traders, The aspiration of ushering in a 
artists, philosophers and exegetes tectonic shift in India-US relations, 
were most active, in the past, having the urge to see this long stymied 
an unfettered liberté de circulation.relationship rise to newer dimen-

sions and evolve more intricate and Mr Obama himself seemed to 

fruitful strategies was palpable. have well absorbed Indian view-

Among the visions and statements points. His much talked about refer-

that emerged out of the visit, from a ence to Article 25 and to freedom of 

civilisational-reach, perspective religious practice and public order 

and strategy, the 'Joint Strategic in India was surely aimed at those 

Vision for Asia-Pacific and Indian overzealous soul-harvesting types 

Ocean Region', in a sense, recog- who, by their vigorous and insidious 

nised India's legitimate aspirations religious interventionism in the last 

for re-creating her civilisational six decades, have only generated 

space in the Asia-Pacific and disaffection while disturbing public 

beyond. The vision statement also order in India. The United States 

recognised India's role in the Indian Commission for International 

Ocean region and accepted the area Religious Freedom too could per-

as her unique civilisational sphere haps absorb the President's advice 

where, for millennia, she has gener- in the right spirit and prevent these 

ated waves, controlled currents public order disrupters from visit-

while pursuing her civilisational ing India.  Mr Obama was abso-

goals. lutely right on Article 25; his mes-

sage was meant for the other side.The strategic vision for this region 
(Courtesy: The Pioneer, 02 Feb  2015 )referred to a new partnership while 

calling upon India to become pro-

THE 
NATIONALIST 30

POLITICAL COMMENTARIES 



three Bills related to higher he  Winter  Sess ion  of  
education and two Bills addressing P a r l i a m e n t  m e t  f r o m  T l a b o u r  l a w s .  1 6  B i l l s  w e r e  N o v e m b e r  2 4 t h  t o  
introduced during the session. Two December 23rd 2014. During this 
of the 11 Bills passed in Lok Sabha winter session, the Lok Sabha 
i.e. Repealing and Amending Bill, functioned smoothly while the 
2014 and Payment and Settlement Rajya Sabha lost significant time to 
Systems Bill, 2014 were referred to disruptions caused by opposition 
Select Committees of Rajya Sabha parties mainly the TMC owing to the 
on the last day of the session. The arrest of a state minister by the CBI 
b i l l s  r e f e r r e d  t o  S t a n d i n g  (in relation to Saradha Chitfund 
Committee by Lok Sabha were The Scam). While some legislative 
Lokpal and Lokayuktas and other business was transacted during the 
related Law (Amendment) Bill, session, both Lok Sabha and Rajya 
2 0 1 4  a n d  T h e  E l e c t r i c i t y  Sabha discussed various issues. 
(Amendment) Bill, 2014.These related to black money, 

natural calamities, India's stand at Of the 37 bills lined up during the 
the WTO, MNREGA etc.  During current session, the three crucial 
this session, Lok Sabha in which the ones that hit roadblocks included 
present Modi-led government has a the Insurance Bill, the Coal Bill and 
majority worked for 98 % of its The Constitution Amendment Bill. 
scheduled t ime.  44% of  i ts  The main reason for the obstruction 
productive time was spent on is that while the ruling BJP has 282 
discussing various issues, 35% on seat  in the 545-member Lower 
legislation and 14% on answering House of Parliament, it doesn't have 
questions. However, Rajya Sabha a majority in the 250-member 
worked for only 59% of its scheduled Upper House, where it has just 43 
time. Rajya Sabha spent 34% on seats. Thus the BJP depends on the 
d i s c u s s i n g  i s s u e s ,  3 3 %  o n  Congress Party, with 68 seats, to 
legislation and 8% on answering push through bills.
questions. The Insurance Laws (Amendment) 
11 Bills were passed by both Houses Bill, 2008, if passed, would raise the 
during this session. These included limits on foreign investment in the 

Achievements of the present Government 

in the Winter Session of Parliament
 Shubhendu Anand?
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List of Bills introduced in the Parliament in Winter Session, 2014 
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List of Bills passed by the Parliament in Winter Session, 2014

1. The Apprentices (Amendment) Bill, 2014

2. The National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) Amendment Bill, 

2014

3. The Indian Institutes of Information Technology Bill, 2014

4. The School of Planning and Architecture Bill, 2014  

5. The Central Universities (Amendment) Bill, 2014  

6. The Textile Undertakings (Nationalisation) Laws (Amendment And Validation) Bill, 

2014

7. The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Orders (Amendment) Bill, 2014  

8. The Merchant Shipping (Second Amendment) Bill, 2013  

9. The Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill, 2013  

10.The Labour Laws (Exemption from Furnishing Returns and Maintaining Registers 

by Certain Establishments) Amendment Bill, 2011 

11. The Delhi Special Police Establishment (Amendment) Bill, 2014  
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insurance business to 49% from the been opposed by some states 

current 26% and also formulate because they are reluctant to 

rules to permit foreign firms to surrender their right to impose such 

invest in reinsurance. ( Status: In taxes. In particular, some have 

the Rajya Sabha) objected to the inclusion of 

petroleum products and liquor-The Coal Mines (Special Provisions) 
major sources of revenue-in the Bill, 2014, would empower the 
proposed GST. (Status: Introduced government to auction coal-mining 
in the Lok Sabha during the current licenses to both private and state-
session)controlled companies, and also 

enable the government to allow As of now 66 bills remain pending in 

private companies, for the first time, the Parliament. The Parliament is 

to mine and sell coal. (Currently, now scheduled to meet again on 

licenses involve an application February 23rd for the Budget 

process, and companies can't sell Session. Let us hope that good sense 

coal, but only use it for their own prevails over the opposition and 

needs.) The bill was cleared by the they let Parliament function 

lower house on December 12.  s m o o t h l y  s o  t h a t  t h e  B J P  

(Status: Pending approval in the government which is dedicated to 

Rajya Sabha) delivering its promises of good 

governance and development sees The Constitution Amendment Bill 
no hindrances in its functioning 2011, or GST Bill, seeks to amend 
which is in the best interest of the the Constitution to allow for the 
nation.introduction of a uniform, national 
(Shubhendu Anand is a Law student at goods-and-services tax-potentially 
University of Delhi and a Research India's biggest tax overhaul in years. 
Associated at SPMRF, New Delhi)

The implementation of GST has 

THE 
NATIONALIST 33

POLITICAL COMMENTARIES 



"Make in Northeast" initiative 

announced by DoNER:
A 2015 Calendar has also been inistry of Development 

issued by DoNER based on the of North Eastern Region 
theme of Northeast Festivals with M( D o N E R )  h a s  
e a c h  m o n t h  d i s p l a y i n g  t h e  announced Make in
traditional local festivals of each 

Northeast initiative. 'Make in 
r e g i o n  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  

Northeast' initiative is basically 
season.When circulated across the 

inspired by Prime Minister  
country, this Annual Calendar shall 

Narendra Modi's "Make in India" 
serve as a document to introduce the 

concept. The following key points 
tradition, culture and tourism of the 

provide an insight into this multi-
r e g i o n  t h r o u g h  o n e  s i n g l e  

dimensional as well as unique 
document.

initiative.
The issue of connectivity in the 

Key points:
Northeastern states is a matter of 

The initiative will, in the long major concern for the country. Road 
run, seek to promote exclusive and rail network in the region is still 
Northeast expertise in areas like tea inadequate due to difficult terrain 
processing, organic farming, food placing a lot of dependence on air 
processing, exploitation of wind travel. That is why the Government 
power throughwind mills, AYUSH, of India has requested airlines to 
wellness therapies like spas, etc. increase the number of aircrafts and 

the frequency of flights to these In order to develop the 

states. The Government is ready to Northeast as a destination for 

provide more incentives to the investors, holiday seekers and 

airlines.tourists, mega circuit and mega 

destination projects of the Ministry One of the most vital objectives 
of Tourism in the area will also be of the 'Make in Northeast' initiative 
pursued. A Brand Ambassador will will be not only to generate revenue 
be appointed, who shall personify for Northeast but also to create job 
the heritage and identity of opportunities and to prevent the 
Northeast and at the same time, exodus of youth from that region to 
inspire the rest of the country to the rest of the country.
look east and act east. (SPMRF Desk)

?

?

?

?

?
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to be fully harnessed and the new iming to integrate and 
scheme will help in this regard. rejuvenate the cultural and 
Rs.500 crore would be provided to Acivilisational dimension in 
12 cities selected in the first phase nation-making the Ministry of 
under this 'Central Scheme' of Urban Development has launched 
HRIDAY. The Central Government the National Heritage Development 
will meet the entire expenditure a n d  A u g m e n t a t i o n  Y o j a n a  
under the scheme.(HRIDAY), a unique initiative that 

seeks to preserve and rejuvenate the Sanction letters are distributed to 
rich cultural heritage of the country. the select 12 cities for spending over 
HRIDAY seeks to promote an the next two years.
i n t e g r a t e d ,  i n c l u s i v e  a n d  Based on the  city population, 

Varanasi was allocated Rs.89.31 

crore, AmritsarRs.69.31 crore, 

Warangal (Telangana) Rs.40.54 

crore, Ajmer Rs.40.04 crore, 

GayaRs.40.04 crore, Mathura 

Rs.40.04 crore, Kanchipuram -

Rs.23.04 crore and Vellankini 

Rs.22.26 crore, both in Tamil Nadu, 

Amaravati (AP) Rs.22.26 crore, 

Badami (Karnataka) Rs.22.26 

crore, Dwaraka (Gujarat) Rs.22.26 
sustainable  development  of  

crore and Puri Rs.22.54 crore. 
heritage sites, focusing not just on 

Overall the HRIDAY scheme will 
maintenance of monuments but on 

promote tourism  in the country in a 
advancement of the entire region 

big way, generate jobs and revenue 
that falls within the cultural 

and will, in the long run, focus and 
parameter of the monument. With 

strengthen our civilisational 
32 UNESCO recognized natural and 

anchors.
cultural heritage sites, ranking 

(SPMRF Desk)
second in Asia and fifth in the world, 

the tourism potential of India is still 

Rejuvenating our Civilisational Anchor: 

National Heritage Development and 

Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY) 

National Heritage 

Development and 

Augmentation Yojana 

(HRIDAY) is a unique 

initiative that seeks to 

preserve and rejuvenate the 

rich cultural heritage of the 

country. 
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India carried out the maiden Canisterised Agni-5 
canister-based trial of its most 

I C B M  T e s t  f i r e d  
potent missile from Wheeler's 

successfully: Island off Odisha coast. The 

Canister would make the missile Marking another milestone in the 

fully road or rail mobile, giving a country's deterrence capability, 

great deal of secrecy and flexibility India has successfully test fired its 

to the country's strategic strike i n d i g e n o u s l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  

c a p a b i l i t y .  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  intercontinental surface-to-surface 

Narendra Modi hailed scientists for nuclear capable ballistic missile 

the successful test-firing of 'Agni V' 'Agni-5', which has a strike range of 

and said the missile is a prized asset over 5000 kms and can carry a 

for the country's forces.nuclear warhead of over one tonne. 

National Positives 

NATIONAL POSITIVES



India to Grow Faster than China in 2016: IMF & World Bank

India is projected to become the world's fastest growing economy by 2016-17 

with a growth rate of 6.5%, topping China's 6.3%. This projection has been made 

by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in its latest World Economic 

Outlook Update, released on 20 January, 2015. A similar projection had also 

been made by the World Bank recently which says that India will grow at 7% in 

2017-18, a tad higher than China's 6.9%. 

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is a programme that has been started by MHRD with an 

aim to connect institutions of higher education, including Indian Institute of 

Technology (IITs), National Institutes of Technology (NITs) and Indian 

Institutes of Science Education & Research (IISERs) etc. with local communities 

to address the development challenges through appropriate technologies. The 

objectives of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan are broadly two fold:

1. Building institutional capacity in Institutes of higher education in research 

& training relevant to the needs of rural India.

2. Provide rural India with professional resource support from institutes of 

higher education, especially those which have acquired academic 

excellence in the field of Science, Engineering &Technology and 

Management

Under this programme, 132 villages have been identified for intervention by top 

16institutes of higher education so far.
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Making Sense of ‘Modi Operandi’
                                                                             

                                                                                                                  lJayadeva Ranade

immediately sent out a number of ispelling any doubts that 
messages, including that the new the new Modi government D prime minister will take active had not formulated its 
interest in foreign policy issues and foreign policy, Prime Minister Modi 

gave clear indications within three 

months of his swearing-in that the 

central pillar of his foreign policy 

will be to accord priority to India's 

neighbourhood and pay particular 

attention to ensuring friendly 

neighbours. In the process, he 

s imul taneous ly  def ined  the  

contours of his government's policy 

for India's neighbourhood and 

outlined India's geographic area of 

immediate strategic interest. 

Breaking New Ground 

The new initiatives were set in 

motion even before the swearing-in 

ceremony on May 26 when, for the 

f i r s t  t i m e  e v e r ,  l e a d e r s  o f  w o u l d  r e a d i l y  e n g a g e  a n d  

neighbouring countries, and those communicate directly with these 

in whom India has an abiding and other world leaders. The 

interest, were invited to New Delhi initiative strongly signalled that 

for the event. This initiative India...is eager to tap the existing 
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Dispelling any doubts that 

the new Modi government 

had not formulated its 

foreign policy, Prime 

Minister Modi gave clear 

indications within three 

months of his swearing-in 

that the central pillar of his 

foreign policy will be to 

accord priority to India's 

neighbourhood and pay 

particular attention to 

ensuring friendly 

neighbours. 

[Ever since he took over as Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi has imparted a distinct 

touch and approach to India's foreign policy confounding many analysts and practitioners 

who had predicted uncertain days in India's world of diplomacy. With his robust strategic 

approach, a defined civilisational vision and a clear feel of India's national interest needs, 

Prime Minister Modi has begun to redefine and re-lay the terms and framework of India's 
stforeign policy. Making it reflect the reality of a 21  century world and Asian century, making it 

articulate the aspirations of a resurgent India have become the hallmark of this foreign policy 

approach. In this section we include two articles written by leading practitioners on Prime 

Minister Modi's foreign policy style and its new energy and new approach.] 



economic potential, by assisting in majority in parliament gives New 

the development of its neighbours. Delhi a high degree off flexibility in 

It offers all these countries an crafting foreign policy...

opportunity to forge a closer, Consolidating Commerce 
cooperative partnership with India, and Cultural Connections 
join in India's growth and benefit 

...Equally important was Modi's 
from the enhanced economic 

decision to visit Bhutan and Nepal 
opportunities flowing from India's 

which rectified the absence of high-
growth and rise. The resounding 

level diplomatic exchanges between 
popular mandate, not seen in the 

India and these countries, and 
past 30 years that his party, the BJP, 

continued the engagement started 

at the swearing-in ceremony. 

Relations with both countries 

impact directly on India's security. 

The existing close ties between 

India and these countries and 

persistent efforts by China to make 

inroads into Bhutan and expand 

influence in Nepal right up to received, strengthens the initiatives 

Nepal's borders with India, were that Modi could take, and many 

undoubtedly major considerations. relationships will be examined 

By making Bhutan the first foreign afresh, possibly breaking new 

country that he visited, Modi ground. 

emphasised the importance of this "The ruling BJP's majority in 
relationship to India. He received a parliament gives New Delhi a high 
warm welcome and met Bhutan's degree of flexibility in crafting 
King Jigme Khesar Namgyel foreign policy."
Wangchuck and Queen Jetsun 

The presence of Pakistan's Nawaz 
Pema. The emphasis was on 

Sharif and Sri Lanka's Rajapakse at 
enhancing and consolidating 

t h e  s w e a r i n g - i n  c e r e m o n y  
people- to-people ties and business 

unambiguously clarified that 
interests, with trade as an additional 

India's foreign policy would be 
area of focus. 

decided by the Centre and will not 
"Cooperation, connectivity, be held hostage to local political 

culture and the constitution were c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o r  b y  s t a t e  
the leitmotifs of PM's Nepal visit" governments...The ruling BJP's 
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"The ruling BJP's majority 

in parliament gives New 

Delhi a high degree of 

flexibility in crafting 

foreign policy.”
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...Modi's two-day visit to Nepal in developed. Construction and 

August 2014, the first by an Indian exploitation of Nepal's hydel power 

prime minister in 17 years, was reserves will not only give Nepal 

aimed at emphasising traditional adequate power supply, but will 

socio-cultural ties between the two provide the country an unceasing 

countries. He sought to assuage steady source of revenue. All three 

K a t h m a n d u ' s  c o n c e r n s  b y  benefits can only result from closer 

expansively stating that India was cooperative lndo-Nepal ties...

open to  a l l  suggest ions  by  Modi has outlined India's policy 
Kathmandu, including on the Indo- towards its neighbours early in his 
Nepal  Treaty  of  Peace  and term... Clearly, the stress will be on 
Friendship of 1950. Cooperation, bui lding economic t ies  and 
connectivity, culture and the cooperative relations, while seeking 
constitution were the leitmotifs of to dispel any apprehensions of 
the visit, when he interacted with interference by India. At the same 
the full spectrum of Nepal's political time, Modi's government will be 
leadership, including CPN-Maoist expected to ensure India's security 
leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal...and interests by co-opting the support of 
Chairman of the Communist Party its neighbours. The key to building 
of Nepal, KP Oli. He especially good relations with neighbours will 
appreciated that the Maoists had not only be India's willingness to 
given up arms and opted instead for adopt a large-hearted approach but, 
the ballot box. He sought to subtly most importantly, the ability to 
impress on the Nepalese leaders and conceive, conclude and complete 
people that certain benefits could contracted projects within an 
only be provided by India. accelerated time schedule. 

In addition to extending a $1 (Jayadeva Ranade is a Member of the 

National Security Advisory Board and billion line of credit, he emphasised 
former Additional Secretary in the the development of road transport 
Cabinet Secretariat, Government of and Internet infrastructure with 
India. He is President of the Centre for 

India and hydel power projects. The 
China Analysis and Strategy, New Delhi 

first two directly highlight the and is on the SPMRF Advisory Board)
employment opportunities that will 

(Courtesy: Diplomatist , Sept. 2014)
become available once they are 



n assuming office as Prime Pashupatinath temple in Nepal and 

Minister, there was much provid ing  funds  to  bui ld  a  O
uncertainty as to what would be the dharamshala or maintaining his 

style and substance of Narendra Navratra fast in the US—forms a 

Modi's foreign policy. While some novel element in Indian diplomacy 

wagered it would be blatantly that he has taken to a new level. As to 

chauvinistic, others felt it was likely substance, Modi's foreign policy is 

to be marked by diffidence. In a little informed by the overarching vision 

over four months in office, Modi has that it  must be relentlessly 

set at rest all speculation and h a r n e s s e d  t o  b u i l d  a  m o r e  

provided clear indications of the developed, prosperous and stronger 

nature of his foreign policy and how India. In the backdrop of this vision, 

he would conduct it. his foreign policy appears to 

encompass the following elements: In terms of style, Modi is his own 
p r i m a c y  t o  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  man and will not let anyone 
neighbours; cultivation of all major including the external affairs 
players to leverage their capacities to ministry to set the tone or dampen 
develop India; hedging against a his innovation. His invite to the 
rising China; robust protection of SAARC countries and Mauritius for 
Indian interests; harnessing of the his swearing-in, the choice of 
diaspora for furthering Indian Bhutan for his first bilateral visit, his 
interests.reception of Xi Jinping in Gujarat, 

his packed schedule in the US bear That dealings with neighbours will 

the hallmarks of his personal touch. enjoy a very high priority in Modi's 

His unmatched communicative foreign policy was evident in the 

skills constitute an integral and President's address on June 9 to 

valuable part of his diplomacy. This both Houses of Parliament. He 

talent is especially well-suited to underlined that the invitation to the 

forging close personal ties with key SAARC neighbours for Modi's 

players and will stand him in good s w e a r i n g - i n  s y m b o l i s e d  t h e  

s tead over  t ime.  Project ing  government's “commitment and 

Indianness—whether by speaking in determination to work towards 

H i n d i ,  w o r s h i p p i n g  a t  t h e  building a peaceful, stable and 

Modi Muscle in Foreign Policy
  lSatish Chandra
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e c o n o m i c a l l y  i n t e r l i n k e d  of $20 billion in the next five years, 

neighbourhood which is essential set up two industrial parks in India, 

for the collective development and participate in the country's rail 

prosperity of the South Asian modernisation and that steps would 

Region”. Modi's choice of Bhutan for be taken to address the huge trade 

his first bilateral visit followed imbalance. In case of Japan, the 

weeks later by his Nepal visit is Tokyo Declaration asserted that the 

evidence of the importance attached Modi-Abe meeting constituted the 

by him to India's relations with “dawn of a new era” in Japan-India 

neighbours. The latter assumes ties. Economic links are set to 

great significance as the last visit to undergo a quantum jump with Modi 

Nepal by an Indian Prime Minister and Abe targeting a doubling of 

was way back in 1997. Visits to both Japanese foreign direct investment 

countries were a resounding success in India in the next five years to a 

due to Modi winning the hearts and level of 3.5 trillion yen in the areas of 

minds of all those who he interacted next-generation infrastructure, 

with, the content of the cooperative connectivity, transport systems, 

initiatives undertaken, and in part smart cities, rejuvenation of rivers, 

due to India's largesse by way, for manufacturing, clean energy, skill 

instance, of the $1-billion soft credit development, water security, food 

l ine  extended to  Nepal  for  processing and agro industry, 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  e n e r g y  agricultural cold chain, and rural 

development as per its priorities and development. Similarly, the India-

requirements and the `45 billion US joint statement had a detailed 

pledged to Bhutan for its 11th five- section on economic cooperation 

year plan. envisaging a five-fold increase in 

b i l a t e r a l  t r a d e ,  e n h a n c e d  Modi's visit to Japan and the US 
participation of US firms in Indian greatly strengthened India's ties 
infrastructure projects, and US with the countries particularly in the 
support for smart cities, for the economic and commercial fields. 
sanitation and cleanliness drive, and Similarly, Xi Jinping's visit was also 
for the modernisation of its railway used to upgrade Sino-Indian 
network. In addition, Modi made a economic links notwithstanding the 
powerful pitch to the heads of troubled relationship between the 
several US companies to invest in two. The joint statement issued 
India under his “Make in India” during his visit indicates China 
campaign.would seek to realise an investment 
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The Indo-US and Indo-Japan joint and prosperity in the world, in 

statements also bring out that Modi particular, in the inter-connected 

has engaged in hedging against Asia, Pacific and Indian Ocean 

China. The former asserts that Modi regions.

and Obama intended “to expand Modi has imparted a welcome 
defense cooperation to bolster robustness to our foreign policy in 
national, regional, and global protecting Indian interests. Thus, he 
security” and that the two nations has not hesitated in calling off talks 
“ w o u l d  b u i l d  a n  e n d u r i n g  with Pakistan when red lines have 
partnership in which both sides treat been crossed or in conveying that 
each other at the same level as their unaffordable costs would be imposed 
closest partners, including defense for its adventurism. With China he 
technology transfers, trade, research, did some hard talking to Xi Jinping 
c o - p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  c o - on the Chumar incident and secured 
development”. It also states the two a commitment from the latter for an 
leaders expressed concern about early settlement of the border issue. 
rising tensions in the Asia Pacific and With the USA he resisted pressure to 
“aff irmed the importance of  renege on India's blocking of the 
safeguarding maritime security and Trade Facilitation Agreement 
ensuring freedom of navigation and pending a permanent solution to 
over flight throughout the region, stocking for food security, and with 
especially in the South China Sea”. Japan he didn't give in to pressures 
Similarly, the Tokyo Declaration on nuclear related issues.
mentions the intent of India and 

Finally, he intends to use the 
Japan to upgrade and bolster defence 

diaspora as a tool in rebuilding India. 
cooperation through bilateral and 

T h i s  e x p l a i n s  h i s  i n t e n s i v e  
trilateral maritime exercises, to 

interaction and calling on them in the 
cooperate in transfer of Japanese 

US to return and contribute to India's 
defence equipment like the US-2 

development.
amphibious aircraft as well as 

The writer is a Former Deputy technology, and the belief of their 
N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  A d v i s e r ,  leaders that “a closer and stronger 
Government of India.strategic partnership” between the 
(The article courtesy: The New two is indispensable for their 
Indian Express, 20th October, 2014)prosperity and for advancing peace 
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BJP Adhyaksha's Perspectives 

Forget Delhi and Tamil Nadu, the BJP is always ready to give platform to 

people doing good work in all sections of the society be it HemaMalini, 

Shatrughan Sinha, Vinod Khanna or Navjot Singh Siddhu. They were not 

traditionally BJP workers. We gave them space. There are several people 

with good credentials who we have brought into the party. This is nothing 

new.

Everybody says that. Even we say it. Our Constitution says so. What is new in it?

He did not say such things are happening in our country.

No, there is no threat to communal harmony. Communal harmony will be maintained. There will not be 

any disturbance.

Development agenda and gharwapsi have nothing to do with one another. The way of thinking should 

be changed. Conversion is a problem. We believe that there should be a law on forcible conversion. Not 

a single so-called secular party has come forward on this. Should forcible conversion be stopped or not? 

I believe they should be. So those who want to stop forcible conversion should come with us. [But] no 

one comes forward. Not even you.

Yes. There have been enough debates since 1950 that forcible conversions should be stopped in the 

country. Enough is enough.

This debate too is meaningless. BJP believes that the Preamble as it stands today is fine. There is no 

need to change it.

Definitely, Indian government had taken the initiative to talk with Pakistan but when their High 

Commissioner here talks to separatists…Pakistan should talk to India. It cannot talk with separatists.

That is what is holding up talks.

Delhi is already free of Congress (laughs).

We talk of India free of Congress ideology…not of Congress as a party.

[Excerpts from an exclusive interview that BJP President Shri Amit Shah gave to the Hindu] 

"The BJP is always ready to give platform to people doing good work in all sections of the society”

As you are trying to build new leaders in Delhi will you do the same in Tamil 

Nadu? Will you give platform to outside leadership in your party?

What is your reaction to President Obama's comment in his farewell speech 

wherein he said that India divided on religious lines cannot progress?

He made a pointed reference.

Several statements coming from BJP MPs have threatened communal harmony…..?

You have moved away from your development agenda and caught on to gharwapsi, a divisive social 

agenda?

You want a law?

There us another controversy now on whether the words secular and socialist should be in the 

Preamble of the Constitution or not?

India's relations have improved with a lot of countries but with Pakistan there is a setback. Would the 

ruling BJP want that there is forward movement in this direction too?

Winning elections in Delhi will take you one step closer to Congress-mukth (Congress-free) India?

Why do you want Congress-mukth Bharat?



"We do not wish it to be known that we are 

simply the torch-bearers of somebody else, 

because we have also our own philosophy 

and our ideology. The doctrine for which 

India has stood has been the doctrine of live 

and let live…there are certain fundamental 

and basic ideologies for which India has 

stood and even stands today. We stand for 

freedom of expression, for freedom of 

thought, for freedom of association and 

religion and our Constitution has been 

based on the sound principles of 

democracy…Today two things are vitally 

necessary. We have to strengthen our 

military position and if we cannot do it 

alone we shall have to do it in collaboration 

with others with whom we can stand on a 

common platform in defence of a common 

ideology. Then we shall have to strengthen 

internal  strength and peace,  and 

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s o l v e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  

problem…so that we can create that 

solidarity and stability which would be 

impregnable both from the national and 

international standpoints."

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
(Discussion in Parliament on the International Situation, 6th December, 1950)

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research Foundation
11, Ashok Road, New Delhi - 110001
Tel.: 011-48005769, Email: office@spmrf.org, director@spmrf.org  

@spmrfoundation

www.facebook.com/spmrfoundation


