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Party, Philosophy & Discipline

Which is a good party? Evidently the one that is not
simply a collection of individuals but is a body corporate
with a distinctive purpnst:-ful existence, different from its
desire to capture power. Political power should be a
means rather than an end to the members of such a party.
There should be devotion to a cause in the rank and file
of the party. Devotion leads to dedication and discipline.
Discipline does not mean simply outward conformity to
certain do's and don'ts. The more you impose cll'-',clpllne
from above the less is the internal strength of the party.
Discipline is to a party what Dharma is to a society.

Let the different political parties try to evolve a
philosophy for themselves. Let them not be mere
conglomerations of persons joined together for some
selfish ends. It should be something different from a
commercial undertaking or a joint stock company. It is
also necessary that the philosophy of the party is not kept
confined to the pages of the party manifesto. Members
should understand it and devote themselves to translat-
ing it into action.

The question of discipline in the rank of a party is
important not only to keep the party in perfect health but
also because of its bearing on the conduct of the people
in general. A government is primar ily an instrument of
conservation and protection and not of destruction, or
change. To inculcate reverence for law in the people
demands that the parties who aspire to be guardians of
law should themselves set an example in this direction.
The essence of democracy is a spirit of, and capacity for,
self-governance. If the parties cannot govern themselves
how can they hope to create in the community a desire
for self-governance? While on the one hand it is essential
for the community to guarantee and protect individual
freedom it is desirable, on the other hand, for the
individual to willingly submit to the general will. The
greater this submission the less will be the coercive
power of the State. In a party whose affairs are regulated
not by any state law but by the decisions voluntarily
accepted by the party units, one can set an example of
how best individual freedom and social responsibility
can be balanced. It is, therefore necessary for the parties
to prescribe a code of conduct for their members and to
strictly follow it.

=-Deendayal Upadhyaya
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Politics of Vulturism cannot last against
Politics of Aspiration

The violence in Kaliachak in Malda in the first
week of 2016 is the latest expressions of the shrinking
democratic and political space in the state of West
Bengal. The Mamata Banerjee led TMC government
has in fact singularly failed to ensure the safety and
security of the Hindus of the state and is gradually
ceding space to violent groups - a number of these
coming from its own ranks and file. A Chief Minister,
who refuses to condemn violence that mocks and
belittles the democratic and constitutional
framework of India and who passes such violent acts
as small incidents and distorts its truth, has actually
tailed to carry out the mandate given by the people.

The Kaliachak episode has revealed the dismal state
of West Bengal and has also exposed those who made
alot of din in the name of intolerance. A large number
of those who cried and indulged in falsities by trying
to paint an intolerant India were silent or looked the
other way when the Kaliachak rampage took place.
Their silence spoke on their behalf and exposed them
for what they truly are merchants of falsehood and
division surviving on a divisive narrative.

The CPIM and the other constituents of the Left
Front in general have kept silent too. Like have the
majority of Left and so called ‘liberal” intellectuals
and other political parties. The homily for social
harmony is applied or given only to some parties and
is reserved only for one leader. The silence of the
communists, Congress can be explained because it
was during their rule that infiltration in West Bengal
increased or rather was encouraged and a general
atmosphere of lawlessness prevailed. Both the
Communists and the TMC have only resorted to
vote-bank politics in the state without really caring
for its welfare - industrial, economic, educational.
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Real change has not come to West Bengal; it is only
an illusory change which has not positively altered
the dynamics of the state. The industrial situation has
notimproved; educational institutions bear the brunt
of factional political feud between groups of the
Trinamool Congress, the condition of the tea garden
workers have not improved, starvation deaths,
farmers suicide, lawlessness - the mowing down of
an IAF jawan is the latest expression of how the
atmosphere has deteriorated in the state and of how
arresting the culprits was being inordinately delayed
just because he was politically well-connected. Even
the lives of our jawans thus are not sacred for Mamata
Banerjee’s government.

Meanwhile efforts for addressing fundamental
challenges and issues have been initiated under Prime
Minister Modi. The insurance cover for farmers, the
Startup & Standup India campaign, the rapid pace of
rural electrification and road construction clearly
demonstrate how the Narendra Modi led BJP
government is indeed conscious of the plight of
farmers of this country and has pledged itself to
alleviate their condition and strengthen it, is pledged
to ameliorate and connect rural India with energy and
power. Such an approach is in stark contrast to some
political parties who have just paid lip service to the
cause of farmers and used them as political pawns
and ultimately even fired upon them.

This issue also examines the crucial visit that Prime
Minister Modi made to Afghanistan and also discusses
the importance of the visit of the Indian defence
minister to the U.S. in December 2015. Both events
were major milestones in India’s neighbourhood and
defence policy and both these have not seen adequate
discussion.

Politics of vulturism cannot in the long run stand
against the politics of aspiration and fulfilment. Those
indulging in the former are in fact doing a major
disservice to India.

— Dr. Anirban Ganguly,
Director, SPMRF



Salient points of PM Modi's speech
at the launch of Start-Up India,
Stand-Up India programme
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“| see startups,
technology

and innovation as
exciting and effective
instruments for

India’s transformation.”

Shri Norendro Modi
Prime Mindster of ndio
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fAerar & 1 a8l W U =il arel g=d 8
S ISHR B g Bl GG SR T B
& < |

I ) 98l ® YRd & 9 millions of
millions problem g, ®I3 SHR LI
P AHdT © | ifd at the same time
T3 39 919 &1 W=7 A1 © fF billions
of billions mind * 2 | 3" million
problem & dr billion mind # @1
AR o # ¥ | 8% Start-up & N8
DI 7 PIs TARIT S AT BT INI&T
&A1 @12y &R o9 f&AT Start-up &
U AHRT & AT BT SRIaT 89T
ql S Ay BT AHeHd Wl HEl
BB AR BT | o9 AT Y Ryl o
gTATd ATAT B O SABI TH




»

satisfaction fierar g ofik safey #
9 {B IRD fa@rs orEH H job
creator 99, H 91 ®Y Hdb (WS
e R feft @ Rresht § #
P ATSH, H 91 BB d e@ms, (&
AN QI BT UH HEH AT o S | AT

g 3R Fee +f1 9gd SamaT 2 3R SHa@!
T 2 fb wE 59 B & forg H saA
®UY g AR HIAT X8, HRAT 3. 3R
I, SFB! property AR B I 2,
JIRT HE PT &A1 el © Al SAfTY
for U9 SHeT 3 wawen fiyel | S

AT BIg ANTE B | ST |1 3R HUAT
ABR D BH o, 8H 980 B/Y DR
AqHd 2 |

U 3fR problem <&ar g Start-Up &
ART & forg.... patent @1 Intellectual
property right \aa& forg 3 wa a9
&l € JMReva} a1 & ar Yoil & Start-
Up dral &1, 3R I9H!I protection
Tel e ofe F—a sIR I8t
patent @& fay w4l @7 9 ©
process #H, ¥ RIdNH® @a=T Bl
gea T © 3R patent registration T
SIS Ul SR U4 bIH1 HE1adT | 89
Y FART BT FdTTHIS, BT FETI]
S BT MILIHAT T € | 89 Start-
Up @ IPR Services @ Scheme T
= g1 s Start-Up & s @
File g &= &1 Fgrdr el 3k
A 41 921 & f& Intellectual property
&1 g ¥, faea § 37+ registration
gU , SOH ST 4 € 89 @ | [P H
T8l & <fd YP# 2 | 89R e Youth
Property @ YP 3R a1 931 YP 3R
IP &1 fiefrn & difs 89 g Saral
aRRems el | 89 3 1 Ue |4 R B
b IRT & Y9 e}l A TP 39 B
& forg facilitation @1 21a=er &1, wRIMR
Chamber of Commerce & 3R @RTi
@ AT ATHR &, 39 v & qabial
BT Th WHE Bl | §9 FIDI SNSHR &
&4 e sgqven Bl arfe g9 field

BTH B Tl Teblell Dl G I8 HH

The

Nationalist

uhR A Fees # I, ama1 < Fees @
patent & foflu I@H 89 80 percent
reduction &I Fifs IRIY ART BT
wfdsr 1 Innovation 3R creativity
# & 3R Innovation 3R creativity
® =T 89 9 <, Ia91 B &
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The

Salient points of PM Modi’s
address at the
National Youth festival
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Pradhan Mantri Fasal Beema Yojna:
A path breaking scheme for

farmers’ welfare
= Siddharth Singh

NDA Govt launches a Pioneering
Crop Insurance Scheme

Miramum Premium, Madmum insurance for Fanmer WeEane

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana

| | l

Hew scheme removes Mulbple Localized risks U of simple & smart Farmers’ contri buiion bo
e previcin capging on and pokt harvest oo ‘rechndagy thioagh P fedoned
premines so thal FBareresrs akem indn b [ i signihganily,

get fullsum insured. ensare that no fanmer js
alone in times of Gslres

ith back-to-back droughts,
and unseasonal rain and
hail in certain pockets, it

became clear that the risks in farming
are on therise, and the existing system
of crop insurance was nowhere near
meeting the needs of the peasantry.
The sums insured were low (based on
the cost of inputs rather than
prospective income), the premiums
high (generally ranging between 8-12
per cent in the case of the modified
scheme), the assessment of crop
damage lacked transparency and
didn’t use the latest technologies and,
finally, compensation took unduly
long, even going beyond a year in
many cases, and was reported to be
ridden with corrupt practices. Given
this backdrop, the new scheme is a

The
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for quick estimation and
iy setthEment of clams

step in the right direction and very
timely.

The NDA government’s flagship
crop insurance scheme - the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Beema Yojna - is a major
policy outreach towards farmers apart
from its other big schemes for the
farming sector. The most crucial
element of the scheme is that it will
bring down the rate of premium to be
paid by farmers to a maximum of 2%
of the sum insured. The rest will be
paid by the state and the central
government. Currently, farmers have
to pay a premium ranging from 4 to
15 per cent to insure crops.

The Rs 17,600-crore crop insurance
scheme, launched by the Modi
government, aims to cover crop losses




due to natural calamities like drought
by promising very low premium
payout by farmers. The scheme will be
rolled out from the kharif season
beginning June. It has the lowest
premium, it entails easy usage of
technology like mobile phone, quick
assessment of damage and
disbursement within a timeframe. The
definition of disaster has been
expanded to include aspects like
flooding of crop and damage after
harvest.

After coming to power, the Modi
government had announced that it
would bring a new crop insurance
scheme by replacing the existing ones
to ensure higher coverage of crop area
at low premium and better claim
settlement facilities. In the past also
there have been crop insurance
schemes in the country for long. In
1999, the then NDA government had
launched National Agricultural
Insurance Scheme (NAIS) which was
widely hailed across the farming
community and later on that scheme
was modified by the successive
government. PM Modi’s scheme
assumes significance in the backdrop
of last year’s hailstorm which had
ruined a lot of crop in the fields.

Going by government data, as many
as 207 districts in nine states have been
hit by drought. As much as 90 lakh
hectare of land had been affected due
to drought and the affected states had
sought relief of over Rs 25,000 crore
from the central government. Also 302
districts in the country had received 20
percent less rain, which, though not

The
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categorised as drought, will affect the
farmers in these areas. Announcing the
scheme, PM Modi described the
scheme wherein the centre will provide
Rs 8,800 crore annually to make up for
almost all of the premium for the crop
insured, as a move “that will transform
the lives of the farmers in a big way”.

Under the scheme Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), the state
will also provide a matching
contribution while farmers will pay
only 2% of the premium fixed by the
insurance company for kharif
foodgrains/ oilseeds crops and 1.5%
for rabi foodgrains/ oilseeds crops.
The premium will be 5% for
horticultural and commercial crops
for both seasons. This new crop
insurance scheme will have lowest
premium for farmers in the history of
Independent India. There will be no
provision of capping the premium
rate so as to ensure farmers get a
higher claim against the full sum
insured. At least 25 per cent of the
likely claim will be settled directly on
farmers’ bank account.

The new scheme will cover yield
loss of standing crops, prevented
sowing/ planting risk, post harvest
losses and localised risks, including
inundation. At present, loanee farmers
are mandated to take crop insurance
cover. The new scheme is open to all
farmers irrespective of whether they
are loanees or not. There will be one
insurance company for the entire
state, farm-level assessment of loss for
localised risks and post-harvest loss.
And private insurance companies,



along with the Agriculture Insurance
Company of India Ltd, will implement
the scheme.

Here is a direct comparison
between the crop insurance schemes
announced by the Manmohan Singh-
government and the one announced
by the Narendra Modi government:

UPA & NDA schemes at a glance

Loswer than even
AR
| Fremium rste High (¥ cotribie 5
= ke of farmerh
Dt Reanen — One Premive Ha el
1] Insarmsoe Amouen cover Capped Fall
4 Uin Accouni Faymeni ez Yo
Hail giemm
4| Lossulised Risk covarage i Land dide
) Iraridatirm
. Al India - lox
L} Past Harvest Loses coverage i 1 e i o T
i e [
7 Prevenied Sowing coverape Y Yo

Une af Tichnelogy
i for quiker seriorwam of chaims)

¥ex [largei in devhis
ammvrrigee i S0AG|

Avarezsns Ha

The scheme is certainly the best for
the farmers till date as it provides for
localized events and removes the cap.
Apart from this, another major aspect
of the scheme is the better use of
technology. The government will use
remote sensing, Smartphone and
other modern technologies for
accurate and quicker information on
crop yields and losses.

The highlights of this scheme are
as under:

1) There will be a uniform premium
of only 2% to be paid by farmers
for all Kharif crops and 1.5% for all
Rabi crops. In case of annual
commercial and horticultural
crops, the premium to be paid by

The
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farmers will be only 5%. The
premium rates to be paid by
farmers are very low and balance
premium will be paid by the
Government to provide full
insured amount to the farmers
against crop loss on account of
natural calamities.

2) There is no upper limit on
Government subsidy. Even if
balance premium is 90%, it will be
borne by the Government.

3) Earlier, there was a provision of
capping the premium rate which
resulted in low claims being paid
to farmers. This capping was done
to limit Government outgo on the
premium subsidy. This capping
has now been removed and
farmers will get claim against full
sum insured without any
reduction.

4) The use of technology will be
encouraged to a great extent. Smart
phones will be used to capture and
upload data of crop cutting to
reduce the delays in claim
payment to farmers. Remote
sensing will be used to reduce the
number of «crop cutting
experiments.

The new Crop Insurance Scheme is
in line with One Nation - One Scheme
theme. It incorporates the best
features of all previous schemes and
at the same time, all previous
shortcomings and weaknesses have
been removed.

(Siddharth Singh is Research Associate
with SPMRF)
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20 Key Highlights of the Path
breaking “StartUp Action Plan”

1.) Defining the phrase “‘StartUp’

While it is not exactly part of
action plan, this probably is the
biggest positive change that has
been bought about by the Modi
Government - Defining the
phrase ‘Startup’. Now, Startups
will be ‘Startups” and not a
‘Business’. Till date a Startup

was not separated in various
policies of the Government. All
were businesses. Now, we have
definition for a startup and a
clear direction for them from
Government. The most
encouraging aspect is that
Government is now looking at
startups as a serious growth
engine for India and wants to

' ——
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2.)

3.

The

help them achieve success.

Compliance Regime based on
Self-certification

Government wants to reduce the
regulatory burden on Startups
thereby allowing them to focus
on their core business and keep
compliance cost low. Startups
shall be allowed to self-certify
compliance (through the Startup
mobile app) with 9 labour and
environment laws (refer below).
In case of the labour laws, no
inspections will be conducted for
a period of 3 years.

Startup India Hub

With Startup India Hub, Govt
wants to create a single point of
contact for the entire Startup
ecosystem and enable knowledge
exchange and access to funding.
They will work ina hub and spoke
model and collaborate with

Nationalist
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Central & State governments,
Indian and foreign VCs, angel
networks, banks, incubators, legal
partners, consultants, universities
and R&D institutions.

Govt will also help startups
through their lifecycle with
specific focus on important
aspects like obtaining financing,
feasibility testing, business
structuring advisory,
enhancement of marketing skills,
technology commercialization
and management evaluation.

Rolling-out of Mobile App and
Portal

Govt plans to roll outa Mobile app
that will help startups quickly get
off the ground. The app features
will include registering Startups
with relevant agencies of the
Government though a single
form. The app will also have




5.)

6.)

7.)

8.)

The

features like tracking the status of
Registration, downloading
registration certificate, filing
compliances, obtaining
clearances and approvals among
other things.

Legal Support and Fast-tracking
Patent Examination

To promote awareness and
adoption of IPRs by Startups,
Government is taking various
steps that includes fast-track
examination of patent
applications and rebate in fees.
They will also help startups by
providing panel of facilitators to
assist in filing of IP applications
and the cost will be borne by the
Government.

Relaxed Norms of Public
Procurement for Startups

Going forward, norms for
Startups will be relaxed when
they are applying for Tenders
tfloated by PSU. Earlier, this was
not possible as all tenders require
either “prior experience” or
“prior turnover”. Now, this will
not be a roadblock anymore.

Faster Exit for Startups

Government plans to make it
easier for startups to close and
exit their businesses in case they
are winding up operations.

Providing Funding Support
through a Fund of Funds

While Government will not
directly invest or fund startups,

they will be doing it through Fund
of Funds with a corpus of Rs.
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10,000 Crore. The Fund of Funds
shall be managed by a Board with
private professionals drawn from
industry bodies, academia, and
successful Startups.

Credit Guarantee Fund for
Startups

In order to overcome traditional
Indian stigma associated with
failure of Startup enterprises in
general and to encourage
experimentation among Startup
entrepreneurs, Government plans
to provide credit guarantee
comfort with flow of Venture Debt
from the formal Banking System.

Tax Exemption on Capital Gains

Government plans to provide
Tax exemptions to persons who
have capital gains during the
year, if they have invested such
capital gains in the Fund of Funds
recognized by the Government.

Tax Exemption to Startups for 3
years

In what could be termed as one of
the most positive moves,
exemption for Income tax shall be
given on profits generated by
startups for a period of first 3 years.

Tax Exemption on Investments
above Fair Market Value

Currently, only the investments
by venture capital funds in
Startups are exempted from
operations of provision under
section 56(2). Now, the same shall
be extended to investment made
by incubators and angel investors
in the Startups.
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Organizing Startup Festivals

Govt plans to organize one national
and one international startup
festival annually for Showcasing
Innovation and Providing a
Collaboration Platform

Launch of Atal Innovation
Mission

Govt will provide a platform for
promotion of world-class
Innovation Hubs, Grand
Challenges, Startup businesses
and other self-employment
activities, particularly in
technology driven areas. This
will be done through Atal
Innovation Mission (AIM)

Harnessing Private Sector
Expertise for Incubator Setup

Government intends to create a
policy and framework for setting-
up of incubators across the
country in public private
partnership. 35 new incubators
in existing institutions will be
setup along with funding support
of 40% shall be provided by
Central Government.

Government will also provide
grant of 50 percent for 35 new
incubators established by private
sector.

Building Innovation Centres at
National Institutes

Setting up Research Parks

The Government shall set up 7
new Research Parks at IIT

Guwabhati, IIT Hyderabad, IIT
Kanpur, IIT Kharagpur, 1ISc
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Bangalore, IIT Gandhinagar, and
IIT Delhi with an initial
investment of INR 100 crore
each. The research Parks shall be
modeled based on the Research
Park setup at IIT Madras

Promoting Startups in the
Biotechnology Sector

To foster and facilitate bio-
entrepreneurship, 5 new Bio-
clusters, 50 new Bio-Incubators,
150 technology transfer offices
and 20 Bio-Connect offices will be
set up in research institutes and
universities across India.

Innovation Focused Programs
for Students

In order to promote research and
innovation among young
students, the Government shall
implement various innovation
programs including Innovation
Core, NIDHI and Uchhattar
Avishkar Yojana

Annual Incubator Grand

Challenge

To build World Class incubators
in India, Govt plans to launch an
annual Incubator Grand
Challenge to identify leading
Incubators in India.

Kudos to the Government for
coming up with a Startup action
plan that really touches on every
facet of India’s Startup Ecosystem.
With such big help from the
Government, there is no doubt,
India’s Startup ecosystem has the
potential to be the best in the world.

(SPMRF Desk)
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Modi’s Kabul visit - Cementing of a
Partnership in India-Afghan Relations
= Shakti Sinha

ime Minister Narendra Modi
Pwas in Kabul on December 25™

to jointly inaugurate the
parliament building built by the
Indian government with Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani. His visit was
a big hit in the Afghan media,
especially on social media. The
government of Afghanistan decided to
name one of the blocks of the building
after former Indian Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who had offered
to build this powerful symbol of
democracy as a sign of Afghanistan-
India friendship and partnership. It
was in Vajpayee’s time that India re-
engaged with Afghanistan in the
aftermath of the US intervention that
dislodged the Taliban in late 2001. The
pace of engagement accelerated
almost immediately, and despite fatal
attacks on Indian targets including
diplomats, development staff and
projects, has maintained its
momentum.

That India has emerged as a major
development partner, arguably the
fifth-largest bilateral donor over the
14 year period, to Afghanistan should
not have come as a surprise to analysts
who have worked on Afghanistan on
the ground. India’s development
partnership with Afghanistan goes
back to the 1950s, and till transit trade
through Pakistan was not an issue,
India was Afghanistan’s largest
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export
market for
dry fruits. The
civil  war
(1992-96)
a n d
subsequent
Taliban rule
caused a
break, however, India did extend
humanitarian assistance through UN
agencies.

India’s total commitment for the
reconstruction of Afghanistan is US
$2 billion, with more than half
disbursed. It has funded/co-funded
three very important infrastructure
projects: the construction of the 218
km road from Delaram to Zaranj
which gives Afghanistan access to an
alternate port, Chahbahar in Iran; it
has reconstructed and expanded the
Salma Dam which would produce 42
MW of power and irrigate 75,000
hectares of land when fully
commissioned by mid-2016. India has
co-funded and built transmission
towers over the Hindu Kush as part
of the Northern Electric Power System
(NEPS) that has brought electricity to
Kabul and other areas. Some of the key
Indian projects are the following: -

» Food assistance to primary school
children and construction and

rehabilitation of Schools ($321
million disbursed),



»
»

»

»

»

»

»

Supply of 250,000 tonnes of wheat,

Construction of a power line from
Pul - i - Khumri to Kabul ($120
million),

Annual scholarships to study in
India - higher education (initially
500 per year, increased to 675 and
then to 1000),

Construction of Delaram-Zaranj
road ($150 million),

Construction of the Salma Dam
Power Project (US $200 million),

Construction of the parliament
building ($27 million disbursed;
budget $178 million), and

Small Development Projects,
initially in the South East, and then
extended all over the country (final
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budget would be over US $130
million)

This is just a sample of India’s
development partnership with the
Afghan people and government. Yet,
when the Afghan peace process has
resumed at Islamabad, besides
Afghanistan, the other three nations
involved are Pakistan, the US and
China. Predictably, many Indian
observers are upset that this Quad has
been created instead of a Pentagon to
include India. Others may even
fantasise a Quad with India but minus
Pakistan. The question that arises is —
has India lost the plot in Afghanistan?
Has the commitment of US $2 billion
in development assistance and actual
expenditure of a little less than US $1.5



billion been a waste? Has the Modi
government been totally
outmanoeuvred by Pakistan insofar as
Afghanistan is concerned?

The answer is an unequivocal ‘no’
and there is no need for Indians to get
disheartened by the developments on
the Afghan front. Both India and
Afghanistan are victims of Pakistan’s
state-sponsored terrorism, which
while manageable in India’s case, is an
existential threat to Pakistan. An
unintended fall-out of the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan was to
allow Pakistan to become the key
arbiter in Afghan affairs. The US
actively supported by Saudi Arabia
and China armed different Afghan
jithadi groups to take on the Russians;
they also accepted Pakistan’s
condition that all arms and support
would flow to its Inter-Services
Intelligence Directorate (ISI) who
would decide on what to give to the
different groups. Post-Soviet
withdrawal, Pakistan was unable to
install its favourite, the Hizbul-Islami
leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar as
Afghanistan’s pre-eminent leader. It
then shifted its substantial support to
the rising jihadi group from Kandahar,
the Taliban. The ouster of the Taliban
in 2001 was huge setback to Pakistan’s
plans in the region, but it was able to
convince the Americans about its
utility in the war on Terrorism and in
the bargain, in the bargain it recreated
the Taliban on its soil and went about
destabilising Afghanistan.

There are three more factors,
which must be factored in to better
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understand the objective
circumstances of India’s Afghan
policy. Pashtuns are Afghanistan’s
biggest ethnic group, around 40% of
the population, but there are more
Pashtuns in Pakistan than in
Afghanistan, with strong cross-border
social and economic links joining
them. Two, millions of Afghans,
predominantly Pashtuns, took refuge
in Pakistan during the Soviet invasion
and the civil war, and while most have
returned, millions have stayed back.
This further blurs national boundaries
and sovereignty. Three, Afghanistan
is a land-locked country and the two
countries not only share a long border.
These historical, social, cultural,
economic and geographical factors
limit India’s ability to work with the
Afghan State as it seeks to stabilise
and develop Afghanistan.

Ashraf Ghani, when he became
President, made it his policy to engage
Pakistan as he understood that the
road to peace in Afghanistan went
through Rawalpindji, the
headquarters of the Pakistan army.
They had to be on board, either way.
He, therefore, approached China,
which is the only country to have
leverage over the Pakistan army, and
then went directly to Rawalpindi. He
also kept on hold his predecessor’s
request for security assistance from
India. The resultant Pakistan-led
peace process came to nought once it
was clear that the Taliban negotiators
had no locus standi with Mullah Omar
who has been dead for two years.
Pakistan’s perfidy stood exposed, and



became worse with the stepped up
violence in Afghanistan that costs
many civilian lives.

At this juncture Ghani approached
India for security assistance. Modi to
his credit responded positively though
many analysts had raised doubts
about Ghani’s motivations. Was he
approaching India out of conviction
or in desperation? India rightly
ignored this question since it was
immaterial. In any case unknown to
the public since the media does not
report positive developments, the
Modi government had reviewed in
detail the pace of progress of India’s
development projects in Afghanistan.
The parliament building and the
reconstruction/expansion of the
Salma dam came up short.
Bureaucratic snafus were sorted out,
updated project reports were prepared
and adequate financial sources were
provided for. But for these steps, both
the projects would have continued to
drag on to the utter embarrassment of
those Afghans who see India as a
reliable friend.

Detailed inter-government talks
were held in November-December
2015 with the visits of the Afghan
National Security Advisor (Hanif
Atmar) and the Deputy Foreign
Minister (Hekmat Karzai), and India’s
positive response led to the Afghan
invitation to the Prime Minister Modi
to inaugurate their Parliament
building. The significance of this was
not lost on the Afghans and their
neighbours— for a democratic
country, its Parliament is not just a
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building but is an institution that
embodies the spirit of the nations as it
is here that its elected representatives
decide the course of the nation. To
invite a foreigner to jointly inaugurate
it with their president is the highest
honour that a country can bestow.

On the occasion of the visit, India
also handed over to Afghanistan four
Mi 25 helicopter gunships, known as
‘flying tank’ that would give the
Afghan National Security Forces

Vo
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In any case unknown to the public
since the media does not report
positive developments, the Modi
government had reviewed in detail the
pace of progress of India’s
development projects in Afghanistan.
The parliament building and the
reconstruction/expansion of the Salma
dam came up short. Bureaucratic
snafus were sorted out, updated
project reports were prepared and
adequate financial sources were
provided for. But for these steps, both
the projects would have continued to
drag on to the utter embarrassment
of those Afghans who see India as a
reliable friend.

2/

much needed firepower to confront
the Taliban.

India also demonstrated that it was

areliable friend of Afghanistan when
it deputed External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj to attend the Heart of
Asia Summit in Islamabad, the
Afghanistan-centred Istanbul Process
where India has the lead on capacity



development and building synergies
between national chambers of
commerce. This had the ‘bonus’
advantage of allowing leaders of India
and Pakistan to meet on the sidelines
of this multilateral summit. This was
nimble-footed diplomacy that was as
much substantial as it was optics —
both essential components of
international affairs.

One must also understand the
current peace initiative, or Quad.

N

India’s positive response led to the
Afghan invitation to the Prime Minister
Modi to inaugurate their Parliament
building. The significance of this was
not lost on the Afghans and their
neighbours— for a democratic
country, its Parliament is not just a
building but is an institution that
embodies the spirit of the nations as
it is here that its elected
representatives decide the course of
the nation. To invite a foreigner to
jointly inaugurate it with their president
is the highest honour that a country
can bestow.

2/

Afghanistan is heavily dependent on
the US for its security and financial
requirements, and cannot afford to go
against express American advice.
Unfortunately, for Afghanistan the
US’s default option is to outsource its
Afghan policy to Pakistan, which
represents to them a systemically far
more important country. The US’s
priorities are clear — roll-back ISIS and
manage China’s rise. The developing
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Saudi-Iran spat could spiral out of
control, leaving US policy in the region
in tatters. Afghanistan is a distraction
it can do without. Hence, they leaned
on Ghani, not directly but through
David Cameron. For Ghani, it was an
offer he could not refuse.

For the region, China is the dark
horse whose attitude and actions
could be decisive, in addition to that
of the US. It remains committed to
Pakistan, despite occasional doubts
that its fears the latter’s jihadi
infection could drag down Xinjiang.
This hope that China would rein in
Pakistan is over-emphasised. China’s
response to the Pathankot attack is
instructive; it condemned the attack
and hoped that it would not derail the
India-Pakistan dialogue. It, pointedly,
did not ask Pakistan to take action
against the groups behind the attack
or to act on India’s handing over
evidence.

Looking forward, one must
understand that India has very
substantial goodwill in Afghanistan.
Public pressure in Afghanistan led to
the government renaming it as the
India-Afghanistan Friendship Dam.
This project is seen as hugely liberating
western  Afghanistan  from
dependence on foreign supply, will
ensure reliable and consistent electric
supply and has the potential to
economically transform the region.
Similarly, the naming of one of the
blocks of the new parliament building
as Atal block in honour of former
Indian prime minister is symbolicin a
country where symbols are very



important. A photo tweet showing the
parliament building as India’s gift and
another photo showing the destroyed
Dar-ul -Aman palace in Kabul as
Pakistan’s gift went viral in the
Afghan social media. Over 10,000
Afghan youths have come to India’s
on scholarship for higher education,
and around the same number, using
their own money. More than 7,000
have gone back to their country after
studying in India. It must be
remembered that India is the largest
regional development partner; by
contrast China’s support till date has
been only US $125 million. The
present writer can speak from
personal experience that quite often
India is seen as a role model in
Afghanistan, both for firmly
establishing democracy and for its
economic achievements.

Soft power is important but it has
its limitations. It cannot substitute for
hard power, and is most effective in
conjunction with the latter, not in lieu
of it. However, it must be remembered
that fundamentally, Afghan goals and
that of Pakistan are irreconcilable. The
Pakistani army, which calls the shots
insofar as that country’s policies on
India, Afghanistan and nuclear
weapons are concerned, cannot settle
for anything less than client state in
Afghanistan. Its professed fear of an
India-Afghanistan axis is a
smokescreen for that. Worse, a plural,
democratic Afghanistan at peace with
itself is an existential threat for the
garrison state that Pakistan has
become. With two plural, peace-
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loving democracies on its eastern and
western borders would question the
whole rationale for the Pakistani
army’s hegemony over domestic
policies and recourses. Pakistan’s
willingness, and ability, to rein in its

o
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Similarly, the naming of one of the
blocks of the new parliament building
as Atal block in honour of former
Indian prime minister is symbolic in
a country where symbols are very
important.

jihadis who carry out terrorists
attacks in India and destabilise
Afghanistan is highly suspect.

Throughout this period, especially

when Ghani seemed to have relied
excessively on the Pakistani army to
deliver, even given up almost all his
cards, India acted with model
restraint, as it did not want to be made
a scapegoat in case things went wrong,
which it had to. And in case, Pakistan
could deliver peace in Afghanistan,
this was to be welcomed. Going ahead,
India must continue to display such
mature reactions, not get carried away
by unnecessary fears of being
marginalised, and continue to support
the legitimate Afghan government’s
efforts to bring peace, stability and
development to its people.

(The author is former Jt. Secretary

in the Prime Minister’s Office, Power &

Finance Secretary Govt. Of Delhi,
Advisor to the Government of
Afghanistan)
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Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar’s U.S.
Visit — Building Blocks for a India-U.S.
Defence Partnership
= Nitin Gokhale

“India has done enough to simplify
it's defence procurement and other
norms. It is time for US Govt and
Industry to reciprocate. It is easy to
blame Indian bureaucracy but in some
cases, US bureaucracy is much worse”
- Manohar Parrikar.

This was possibly one of the first
when a visiting dignitary (December
2015) did plain talking in the US.
When the Indian Defence Minister
said this, he touched a topic, which has
remained unspoken in India’s dealings
with the US on defence cooperation.
He was quick to add that US can add
a lot of value to Indian industry and
laid down the path ahead, especially
towards indigenous manufacturing.

Parrikar went on to add that
enough was done to facilitate ease of
doing business in India. He urged US
industry to come forward in
collaborating with Indian companies.
He stressed upon the fact that Indian
industry today is capable of
maintaining highest standards and
could easily become an important
part of the Global Supply Chain of
American Defence companies.

During the trip, Minister Parrikar
also stressed on the major reforms that
have been brought in India in the
Defence sector and urged the
Government of United States and the
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Discussions with Minister and
Government officials were around
issues and concerns of the industry
from both sides. However, industry
from both sides have expressed
satisfaction over the outcome of their
meetings. Indian industry is upbeat
about Make in India and keenly
looking forward to more inflow of US
investment and technology into India.
More technology and manufacturing
tie-ups are likely to come up in the
near future as well.

b o t
countries.

Indian industry members were
also of the opinion that India should
now also deliberate on what Indian
Defence companies can offer to US
companies rather than just seeking
investment and technology from
their side. Joint Ventures like Tata-
Lockheed or Mahindra Telephonics
are a testimony to the fact that
Indian manufacturing companies
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have come of age too and are ready
to become an integral part of Global
Supply Chain of top US defence
companies.

This is a good development since
the India-US defence partnership has
been more about symbolism than
substance for years. While the two
countries conduct a spate of joint
exercises across the three services, the
previous United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) government and especially its
risk-averse defence minister AK
Antony had prevented achieving full
potential of their possible joint
ventures.

However, Parrikar and his US
counterpart Ashton Carter have
already met thrice in the past one
year. Parrikar’s recent US visit
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(December 2015) saw many firsts in
Indo-US defence engagement.
Parrikar began his visit from Hawaii,
headquarter of the US Pacific
Command, thus becoming the first
Indian defence minister to do so. The
Pacific Command, largest of the US
commands is the fulcrum of
America’s involvement in the Indo-
Asia-Pacific, a new term being
increasingly used to describe the vast
stretch of area from Hawaii to India,
covering most of Asia. He was also
hosted on a US aircraft carrier, again
a first for any Indian defence
minister.

According to those who were
privy to the discussions at the
highest levels in Washington, the US
defence establishment is now willing



to take a re-look at its laws that will
help India get the best defence
technology. The US is now in fact
pushing co-production ventures
with India too. In Ashton Carter,
India perhaps has the friendliest US
Secretary of Defence. As Deputy
Secretary of Defence from October
2011 to December 2013, Carter
personally pushed defence ties
between the two countries. Indeed,
the 2012 Defence Trade and
Technology Initiative (DTTI) was his
brainchild. DTTI is now up and
running again after lying dormant
for the past couple of years.

During the DTTI Group’s fourth
meeting at the Pentagon recently, the
two sides committed to executing the
project plans for two government-to-
government pathfinder projects: the
Mobile Electric Hybrid Power Sources
(MEHPS) and the Next Generation
Protective Ensemble (NGPE). Two
other projects are nearing finalisation:
terms of reference for the Jet Engine
Technology Joint Working Group are
ready, and the second meeting of the
Joint Working Group on Aircraft
Carrier Technology Cooperation
(JWGACTC) will be held in February
2016.

The US side is arguing for India to

sign the three foundational
agreements — Communications Inter-
Operability and Security

Memorandum of Agreement
(CISMOA), LSA (Logistics Support
Agreement), and the Basic Exchange
and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-
Spatial Cooperation (BECA)-—
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considered essential by Washington to
allow transfer of high-end technology
to India. The US argument is that these
agreements ease the conduct of joint
military exercises besides expanding
their scope and ambition.

Apparently, Parrikar has conveyed
to US that India has an open mind to
discuss the contours of these
agreements, signaling a shift in the
MoD’s thinking. The traditional
reluctance so far was that any such
pact goes against India’s posture of
military neutrality. In fact, on UPA
Defence Minister AK Antony’s watch,
the MoD was even reluctant to allow
a third country to participate in the
India-US Exercise Malabar. Under the
NDA regime however, Japan has been
allowed to join the exercise and the
arrangement is now formalised for a
trilateral exercise to be held annually
even at the cost of earning Beijing’s
wrath. Modi and Parrikar, it appears
have decided not be constrained by
the traditional thinking in South Block
and have given a go ahead for Indian
negotiators to discuss the
foundational agreements.

Despite the incremental progress,
critics would want to see more
substantive progress between India
and the US. The building blocks have
been assembled; both sides can now
speedily build the superstructure in
coming months before the change of
administration in Washington DC in
the next one year.

(The author is veteran journalist,
national security analyst & author)



NATIONAL AGENDA

Education - Achievements and
Challenges

W Raghav Chakravarthy

I I the concept of nation building is
paramount to any country,
especially for India which is

gearing up for a period of rapid

development. Itis therefore important
that the leaders of today sow the right
seeds and do it well so that the course

India is going to take is prosperous

and equitable for all of us. It is also

important to understand that various
people in India have completely
different aspirations and
backgrounds. The one thing that can
support and give shape to these
dreams is education. It is the same
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education that has the potential to
play a significant and remedial role in
repairing the socio-economic fabric of
the nation.

The Ministry of Human Resources
and Development (MHRD) led by Ms.
Smriti Irani is directing its efforts
towards universalisation of
education. To lay emphasis on the
educational development of weaker
sections of the society, the ministry
has tried to implement setting up of
monitoring committees on education
for minorities, SCs, STs and Persons
with Disabilities, student support



Initiatives for girls for secondary
education, special scholarship
scheme for Jammu & Kashmir,
scheme of interest subsidy on
educational loans and regulations on
prevention of discrimination and
establishment of ombudsman.

The first initiative of the
government, after it came to power
in May, 2014, was ‘Padhe Bharath,
Badhe Bharath’. With the objective of
improving learning outcomes, the
program was structured along the
teachings of Mahatma Gandhi, that
of 3Rs -* Reading, Writing and
Arithmetic’. The focus is on language
development in order to make
reading and writing efficient to
facilitate good comprehension of the
concepts and on teaching
Mathematics in a way that promotes
understanding and liking. The
Midday Meal Scheme has been very
instrumental in increasing the
enrollment rate and pupil
attendance. Efforts have been
directed to increase the effectiveness
of the program by incorporating
some of the best practices of other
states. In this pursuit, MHRD has
decided to introduce greater public
participation as well as involvement
of religious and charitable
institutions in its Mid-day Meal
Scheme through the concept of “Tithi
Bhojan” to ensure more effective
community monitoring. This model,
a success in Gujarat, has a protocol
for standards in food safety to ensure
quality and nutrition value of the
meal. The community will be playing
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an important role in checking quality
of ingredients and preventing
contamination of any kind.

One of the major thrust areas of
the government is that of pedagogy
and teachers. The government has
launched the ‘Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya National Mission on
Teachers and Teaching” with a
corpus 900 Crores. The primary focus
of the mission is to address and
resolve all issues related to teaching,
teachers, teacher training, designing
curriculum, developing assessment
methodologies and effective
pedagogy. The mission will also focus
on creating a strong workforce of
teachers of high quality by setting
performance standards and
providing state of the art institutional
facilities.

On 2nd October in 2014, the Prime
Minister launched the Swacch
Bharath Mission which is to be
tulfilled by 2019 to commemorate the
150th birth anniversary of the father
of the nation. The government has
aptly chosen to disseminate the core
values of the program through
schools and educational institutions
to effect such a behavioural change.
The ‘Swacch Bharath, Swacch
Vidyalay” (Clean India, Clean
Schools) campaign launched
alongside primarily focusses on
making accessible to every student a
school having a set of functioning and
well maintained water, sanitation
and hygiene facilities. In this aspect,
the school or the educational
institution must be technically



enabled with the entire required
infrastructure, while at the same,
have teachers incorporating the
concepts of hygiene, health, nutrition
and sanitation in classrooms and in
day to day practice. The rationale
behind this program is that a clean
and a healthy school will result in
improved health and less diseases
which will in turn translate into
improved attendance rates and lower
drop-out rates. This will help the
children fare better in their academics
and push them to promote the same
culture of health and hygiene in their
respective communities. The Swacch
Vidyalay campaign is also supported
by the national flagship program
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan and Nirmal
Gram Puraskar. Over the years, it has
been observed that girls tend to drop-
out of school when there are no proper
toilets and washing facilities are not
private, not safe or simply not
available. A lot of emphasis is laid on
sanitation and building of
appropriate gender-separated toilets
in every school in order to curb drop-
out rates of girls.

It is a good sign that the
government is working towards
education of girls. It is also actively
using technology to identify the gaps
that exist in the system. MHRD in
collaboration with UNICEF has come
up with a tool called Digital Gender
Atlas for Advancing Girls” education.
The atlas will be particularly helpful
in identifying the geographic pockets
for girls which aren’t performing
well, particularly from marginalized
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groups such as scheduled castes,
schedule tribes and Muslim
minorities, on specific gender related
education indicators. It has been
developed as a hands-on
management tool with gender
ranking systems, trend analysis of
general performance metrics,
comparative analysis of individual
gender related indicators over years
and this enables a visual assessment
of the change. It is useful to know
that the Gender Atlas can also use
available data on education, health
and census to provide quantitative
analysis. This tool is available on the
website and can be used by any
interest groups to plan and execute
educational interventions.

The government has announced a
new scheme called ‘Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao’. Under this, an amount of
Rs.100 Crores for 2015-16 has been
earmarked to strengthen girls’
education in 100 districts selected on
the basis of Child Sex Ratio. Apart
from instituting district level awards
to deserving students in these
districts, self defence and life skills are
also being taught to girls. Under SSA,
the number of out of school children
has come down to 5.9% from 8.2%
among SCs and from 9.5% to 5.2% in
the case of STs. In order to sustain these
results, efforts are being channelised
towards maintaining the existing
infrastructure and building new ones
apart from providing incentives in the
form of uniform, books, cycles etc. The
government has taken up the task of
modernising the madrasas through



the ‘Scheme to Provide Quality
Education in Madrasa” (SPQEM).
Under SPQEM, the central
government provides assistance to
madrasas and maktabs (elementary
schools) to make subjects like Science,
Maths, Social Science, English, Hindi
part of the curriculum. It has also been
promoting programs like ‘Seekho aur
Sikhao” and ‘Padho Pardes’ in order
to augment the socio-economic
development in minority populated
areas.

With changing times, India has to
adapt and reinvent its pedagogy
model and schooling systems. At the
same time, the needs of the
underprivileged, tribal children,
economically weaker sections of the
society have to be kept in mind. The
advent of technology in education is
proving to be a great boon but the
major challenge is to take this
technology to all sections of society so
that in this fast-paced digital age, no
one is left behind. While a majority of
urban students (91.33%) have used
computers, only 32.33% of the rural
populace has been exposed to any
kind of computer. The government
needs to bridge this inequality in short
time for the disparity between the two
is fast growing,.

Despite innovations in curriculum
and developments in infrastructure,
education will suffer so long as the
main instruments of Education- the
teachers- do not improve and adapt.
Developing teacher training programs
requires immense planning and
management. If India has to be able
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to export quality teachers in the
manner our Hon. Prime Minister
envisions, we need to build capabilities
of the teacher in a way that is rigorous
and holistic. The challenge is to evolve
a homogenous teacher training
programs across the length and
breadth of the country for focussed
and consistent improvements in
pedagogy.

Another major issue that we face
as a nation is the way differently-
abled children are not able to make
maximum use of our education
system. Notwithstanding the design
paradigms  that we  have
incorporated in educational
institutions, hospitals and public
places keeping the differently-abled
in mind, we are still not able to
maximise their capabilities. Our
education curriculum is not yet
suited to the needs of special children,
children suffering from autism and
those who are mentally challenged.
Instead, there is immense stigma
about these things in the schooling
circles. If we are to make education
inclusive, then we need to keep the
needs of these children in mind. The
focus should also be on sensitizing
children about these disabilities and
spreading awareness on how each
one of us can make them feel included.
It is extremely crucial that our
education system must accentuate
these behavioural changes that need
to be brought about in schools. In his
very first “Mann ki Baat”, Prime
Minister Modi had discussed the
challenges faced by differently-abled
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people, especially children.

A recentreport on gender parity by McKinsey, a global consultancy firm,
points out that Indian women contribution to GDP is a dismal 17% of Indian
GDP. Itis a far cry from the global average of 37%. The report has computed
a score on gender parity for 95 countries and finds that for India the scores
on the Index are extremely low (<0.50 on a scale of 0-1, where 1 indicates
gender parity) making her very ‘gender unequal” at present. The major
challenge of the next decade is how India is going to frame educational
policies that will result in greater female participation in formal roles. For
countries like India which has huge gender inequality, increasing gender
parity could add as high as 60 percent to India’s GDP.
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Modi Govt’s Mega push to Start-up
India Movement
= Siddharth Singh

challenge — it needs to create over

1 million new jobs every month for
the next 20 years to give employment
to the 200 million youth who will join
the work force. These jobs will have to
come from new companies, and
therein lies the paramount
significance of creating a
fundamental shift in the eco system of
doing business in India.

India is faced with an exciting

In order to provide an impetus to
the Indian entrepreneurial landscape,
the Government launched the Startup
India, Standup India campaign on

been commendable growth in the
start-up ecosystem — India ranks third
among global start-ups with 4,400
new-age companies—it is still
concentrated in the technology
domain and is located largely in
Bangalore, Mumbai and the National
Capital Region. The Prime Minister’s
plan has now focused on extending it
to other sectors and spread across the
country.

One of the major bottlenecks in
enabling start-ups is funding. In a
NITI Aayog survey of economically
backward youth, 97% respondents

16th January,

2016, The |
initiative aims to
set up a network
of start-ups and
provide a new
dimension to
entrepreneurship
in the country.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
himseltf
launched the
government’s
Start-up India
programme to
encourage
entrepreneurship
in the country.
While there has

&3
b,

‘ ‘Starl:—ups are the engines of
exponential growth, manifesting
the power of innovation. Several

big companies today are
start-ups of yesterday. , ,

#startUpindia
> a
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stated that access to capital was a
barrier to entrepreneurship. The
Startup India of the Government has
also tried to address regulatory
issues like entry and exit norms, give
tax incentives and help develop skill
sets which will lead to innovations.
As per the Action plan of Startup
India, Industry too, will now
collaborate with educational
institutions to fund research and
development and develop products
that can help change society and
lifestyle.

As Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched “Startup India,
Stand Up India”, the focus of the
Government is on rousing the
entrepreneurial spirit among the
country’s youth. The hope is that
start-ups will, over time,
manufacture  state-of-the-art
products, create jobs for the youth
and generate wealth to investors.
Over the past few years, the start-up
momentum picked pace as funding
into the sector grew 125%, from $2.2
billion in 2014 to $4.9 billion in 2015,
as per a Nasscom report. That is
much higher than the cumulative
funding of $3.2 billion over 2010-14.
The total number of active investors
has also grown from 220 in 2014 to
490 in 2015. In the process, India has
also emerged as the third largest hub
globally after the US and the UK
with 4,200 technology start-ups.
That number is expected to exceed
12,000 by 2020.

The ease of opening businesses
consistently marks as one of the most
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important variables across all
Connecting talent with the required
infrastructure helps improve the
overall knowledge economy and
creates new jobs. As internet
connectivity and penetration
improves, it plays a major role in
boosting job generation and enabling
newcomers to start successful business
ventures.

With its new start-up policy,
government is trying to sort out
issues that ensure start-ups does not
face any problems and get a
conducive eco system to flourish.
Young entrepreneurs seek, among
other things, clarity in tax policies,
increase in FDI limit in key sectors,
single-window clearance, removal
of tax on ESOPs and a quick GST
roll-out. In its policy, Government
has tried its best to move extra mile
on all these issues. To feed into the
start-up ecosystem, the government
is also investing in educational
institutions with a focus on skill
development and also increasing its
spending on infrastructure. The
Central government push to Startup
in India will provide the right policy
direction to ensure that start-ups
stay invested in India. The proposed
Startup India, Standup India
scheme can play a big role in
extending the startup culture across
the country by promoting the
required blend of suitable policies,
access to finance, incubation and
inclusive ecosystem.

(Siddharth Singh is Research
Associate with SPMRF)
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Industrial Legacy of West
Bengal — a perspective

= Shwetabh Ranjan

est Bengal has had a very
intriguing history when it
comes to industries and

industrialisation. From the period
before independence, Kolkata (then
Calcutta) and other places of West
Bengal (then Bengal) have been the
hub of many industries such as jute,
textiles, tea, and fishery. Haldia, a
small port town in the south of Kolkata
was and is still considered to be the
hub of exports from India. During the
1940s the industries in West Bengal
were at such a peak that Bengal
accounted for the highest number of
industrial labours in the country. As
per the statistical data of the 1960s,
West Bengal was the second most
industrialized state in the country. But
soon after that the industrial sector of
West Bengal came to a halt, with slow
growth of industries eventually
leading to a decline. This is supported
by the fact that the total industrial
output in West Bengal in the year
1980-81 was 9.8% and it declined to
5% in 1997-98.

The industrial sector of West Bengal
is scattered over certain regions
dominated by a particular kind of
sector. The leather tanneries are located
in Kolkata itself along with the fishery
industry which accounts for the highest
number of shrimp trade in the country.
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The steel and alloy industry is situated
at Durgapur, the tea industry of
Darjeeling and the jute mills in regions
around the Hugli River, 64 kilometres
away from Kolkata. Apart from these,
West Bengal is also the hub of Sugar,
chemical fertilizer and dried flowers
industry.

Now the question which arises is
that, in spite of having so many
industrial hubs from the past, why has
West Bengal failed to keep up its
industrial output and growth. The
average growth rate of the industrial
sector in West Bengal slumped from
5.8% in early 2000s to 4.7% in 2009
bringing West Bengal from 10* to 23
rank in terms of average industrial
growth rate. If we take a broader view
of the reasons as to why this
happened, we can attribute it to use
of outdated technology, manual
labour in industries like jute being
taken over by factories and neglect by
the government. Since the 1980s when
the agricultural production of West
Bengal was given the utmost priority,
the industrial sector faced a decline.
The government failed to balance the
growth of both these industries
equally. Taking a more recent
example of the industrial failures, in
2006, when the Buddhadeb
Bhattacharya led Left front



government came to power it could
not deliver many of its promises in the
industrial sector. The failed TATA
Nano plant project at Singur was a
major influencing factor. The reason
for the abandonment of the project
was that the land was taken away
from the farmers and adequate
remuneration was not given. Also,
that these farmers didn’t have any
alternate occupation. But had the
factory come up, these were the
people who would have been working
as labourers which they failed to
understand. Even the Mamata
Banerjee led Trinamool Congress
government which came to power on
the promise of getting the land back
to the farmers failed to do so. So it was
a lose-lose situation for everyone.

In January 2014, the TMC
government however proposed an
initiative to establish many industrial
regions. 12 new industrial estates were
proposed in the north of Bengal and a
sum of Rupees 100 crores was marked
for that. Even if 6 of them were
properly operational, they could have
given employment to around 50
thousand people which would have
been a quantum jump in the direction
of industrialization in west Bengal. But
the implementation of these estates
didn’t take place as expected. It didn’t
find any positive light from any
direction. A mini secretariat was
opened at Siliguri to provide support
for industrial development. On the
question of quickening the
development of the north Bengal a
probable solution to this was proposed
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by the chairman of the CII of the North
Bengal chapter who argued that the
region should be included in the North
East Council as it also hosts almost
similar socio-geo- economical
structure as North eastern states. Or
at least West Bengal may offer similar
benefits to investors as given by states
in its northern border such as Sikkim.
But no action was taken in this
direction too and the Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee maintained her
silence on it when she was expected
to speak about it while inaugurating
the secretariat at Siliguri.

The problem of industrialization of
West Bengal is the inability to come up
with a comprehensive industrial plan
and vision and at the same time strike
a fine balance between agriculture -
this is important in a state where the
entire political narrative based itself
and evolved on farmer and land issues
in the last four decades - and
industrialisation. The affinity of
farmers who account for the major
vote bank in West Bengal towards
their lands is so strong that it led to
the fall of the 34 year old Communist
party led government. The case of
Nandigram where the government
was trying to acquire land forcibly
from the farmers, trying to convert it
into a special economic zone was also
a major influencing factor in the 2011
elections. What we can infer from
these cases is that if the industrial
sector of West Bengal has to be
developed it cannot be done only by
adopting a pro industry policy and
ignoring the agricultural sector all



together. The elections of 2011 is the
best example of this. Any government
which wants to look after famers
welfare as well as industrialize the
state has to hit the exact balance
between the two. Some steps towards
these can be high remunerations in
reciprocity to land acquisitions and
promises of employment which have
to be fulfilled. Because the people of
the state are now aware of the hoax
promises that the governments make
and they show their resentment in the
elections. The promises under “Singur
Land Rehabilitation and Development
Act” were not fulfilled either, the
consequences of which may show in
the upcoming elections of 2016.

It is this balance that seems to have
always eluded West Bengal.
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Year West
Bengal

1994-95 6.8
1995-96 7.4
1996-97 6.9
1997-98 8.2
1998-99 6.3
1999-00 6.8
2000-01 3.8
2001-02 7.3
2002-03 3.7
2003-04 6.2
2004-05 6.8
2005-06 6.2
2006-07 7.7
2007-08 7.7
The
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2008-09 4.9
2009-10 9.8
2010-11 7.0
2011-12 7.0
Average Growth Rate

over 1994-95 to 2000-01 6.7
Average Growth Rate

over 2004-05 to 2011-12 7.2
Improvement in

Growth rate (%) 0.5
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Bihar: Kya Socha Kya Paya

= Pradip bhandari

st the election result in Bihar, I
Pvas waiting eagerly for
“Mahagathbandhan “to take
office. I was irrationally hoping that
the alliance will work out an
agreement to deliver good governance
to the people of Bihar. Though, I had
serious doubts, and my earlier
writings tried to make a case for giving
the BJP led NDA a chance to govern
the state towards prosperity, I restored
my faith in the legitimate elected
representatives. Even my
conversations with few friends in
Bihar reflected an uneasy calm with
memories of a dark past re-emerging.
This was an irony for me, especially
when the state had given a resounding
mandate to JDU (Janata Dal United)
and R]JD (RashtriyaJanata Dal) to
govern for a five year period.
Unfortunately, my irrational
optimism took a backseat as I started
flipping newspapers of the past 2
months. To my surprise, newspaper
headlines were filled with reports of
incidents of abduction, kidnapping
and murder. This is when I recall
President Barack Obama’s recent state
of the union address, “In a democracy
we have to move towards a system
where voters select the elected
representatives, not the politicians
choosing their voters”. This is akin to
the vote bank phenomenon that we
encounter in Indian political
establishment. Unfortunately in Bihar,
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the conflicting self interest of the
alliance partners is taking the state
back to days of lawlessness.

Facts

The new government took charge
on November 20, 2015. Since
November there have been more than
23 cases of kidnapping, with higher
number in December compared to
November. The New Year rather than
being a beacon of hope turned out to
be a continuity of gloom for Bihar.
Bihar welcomed the new year with the
news of the couple being killed in
Kanakpur village, arrests being made
in Chhapra, and theft committed in
Gaya. This was a continuum to the
existing situation last year. The last
year ended with the news of the
kidnapped engineering student, who
was traced after four days. The
student had lodged a kidnapping case
after his father received a ransom text.
These incidents should not be seen in
isolation, but in the context of change
in government, where divided
loyalties of the ruling establishment is
a contributing catalyst towards
deteriorating law and order problem
in the state.

What did Bihar vote for?

The electorate had entrusted the
current chief minister of Bihar to take
the state forward on the development
path. Any development can only be
achieved once a state of security is a



norm in the society. The chief minister
might have the intention to take the
state ahead, but is it possible for him
toreignin the “non - fringe” elements
whose survival is contingent on
keeping law and order in a relatively
volatile position. Today, Bihar is
seeking investment eagerly in power,

Rajesh Chakrabarti in his book “Bihar
Breakthrough: the turnaround of a
beleaguered state” points on the
achievements of the current chief
minister, when he was in a coalition with
BJP led NDA. ltis time the Chief Minister
puts his foot down. The question is can
he, when he is presiding over a
partnership born out of differing
ideologies and goals coming together for
survival.

N
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roads, and manufacturing. Capital
investment - public and private is
critical for making Bihar the melting
pot of economic activity especially
agriculture, manufacturing and
tourism. However, even if the state
spends from its limited Kkitty to
increase gross state capital / GDP ratio,
crowding in of private investment can
only happen after the law and order
situation is improved. Private
investment is needed to improve the
power distribution company balance
sheet in the state. A report of National
Sample Survey Organization (NSSO)
titled “Energy Sources for Indian
Households for Cooking and
Lighting” showed that about seven
out of 10 rural households in the
country had electricity. However, in
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Bihar, only about two houses and a
half out of ten rural households have
electricity. Moreover, it has the
highest number of urban households
without electricity connection. The
World Bank, in its recent
report (February 2015), claimed that
two out of three people in Bihar do
not have access to electricity. This
sorry state of affairs has made an
impact on the availability of
education, health and employment
opportunities in the state. Moreover,
with the announcement of latest
UDAY scheme by Ministry of Power
and Renewable Energy, an initial
revival corpus would be provided by
the ministry but ultimately the
burden to revamp the unacceptable
state of power distribution and
availability will fall on the state
exchequer.

Rajesh Chakrabarti in his book
“Bihar Breakthrough: the turnaround
of a beleaguered state” points on the
achievements of the current chief
minister, when he was in a coalition
with BJP led NDA. It is time the Chief
Minister puts his foot down. The
question is can he, when he is
presiding over a partnership born
out of differing ideologies and goals
coming together for survival.

(Pradip Bhandari is a founder of

Jan kibaat, the digital media start-up.
He works for global village
foundation, a public policy think tank
working with Government of
Haryana. He is also the recipient of
young leader award, 1°" Model youth
parliament in 2014)
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Disruptions in Rajya Sabha:
How the country lost precious time

and resources

I I the Winter Session of Parliament which began on November 26" and
ended on December 23" saw Lok Sabha working for 98% of its scheduled
time while Rajya Sabha, where the BJP led NDA is in minority, worked

for only 51% of its scheduled time. The Rajya Sabha which was scheduled to

work for 112 hours during the Winter Session lost 55 hours to disruption by
the opposition led by the Congress Party. Important legislations like the Goods
and Service Tax (GST) Bill could not be passed in this session, jeopardizing the

reform which needs to be rolled out by the financial year starting April, 2016.

According to PRS Legislative Research, both houses of the Parliament
were scheduled to function for a total of 226 hours in this session and
consider 19 bills. During the session, the Lok Sabha passed 14 bills and
registered 104% productivity by working overtime. But the Rajya Sabha
was consistently adjourned due to protests by the opposition parties and
functioned for only 51% of its scheduled time. While Rajya Sabha passed 7
Bills, 6 of these were passed without any discussion. Lok Sabha spent more
time debating Bills as compared to Rajya Sabha in this session. Lok Sabha
discussed 13 Bills for 28 hours, whereas Rajya Sabha discussed 9 Bills for 8
hours. The
productivity
8 percentage

6 6 6 of Rajya

6 1 Sabha
during
question
2 hour was
2 1 . 1 only 14%
while Lok

0 - ' — — — 1Sabha
Upto30mins  30minsto2hours Above2 hours |recorded a

: productivity
Lok Sabha m Rajya Sabha of 879

Note: Does not include Appropnation Bills. during

Hours spent on discussing Bills

Number of Bills
.

question
hour. In the
last four sessions the average productivity of Lok Sabha has been 97 % while
that of Rajya Sabha has been 62%.
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Productive Hours in Lok Sabha
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The Winter Session of

A T B oI R i Parliament adjourned sine die
on December 23, 2015. Rajya
- m sl S Sabha Chairman Hamid

Ansari, in his concluding
remarks said that the session
till last week had seemed

‘ singularly unproductive in

UM n ) l_l,,lTl_l i n E il 1 terms of legislative work.

MeNov  1Dec  4Dec  GDec  14Dsc  iT-Dec  23-Dec The Lok Sabha, where the

B (Hhermatiers O MNan Legeslalive dabale ®Fnancal OLegislaimon MW Cuessons B]P has a Comfortable

(Source: PRS Legislative Research) majority, worked for 115

hours - an hour extra

compared to the scheduled 114 hours. The Lok Sabha was able to pass bills and

function despite the disruptions because the Congress is in a minority there. It

is indeed cruel on the part of Congress which doesn’t let Rajya Sabha function
where it has greater numbers.
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Energy Diplomacy Coup for the Modi
Government, Qatar halves gas price,
waives India’s Rs 12,000cr liability

for the Modi government, Qatar

has nearly halved the price of gas
it sells under a 25-year contract and
waived a payment liability of Rs
12,000 crore arising from India’s
refusal to import the committed
number of shipments in 2015 under
the ‘take-or-pay’ clause. Petronet
LNG, India’s largest importer of gas
in ships, and Qatar’s RasGas have
now agreed to a new pricing formula
that would see gas price dropping to
$6-7 per unit from the original $12-
13. India is the second liquid gas
buyer after China to have
successfully renegotiated a long-
term contract in tune with the
changed reality of slump in prices
and supply glut in the global energy
market. The new deal which has
been renegotiated by Oil ministry
under Dharmendra Pradhan is a
“win-win” outcome of
“statesmanship” shown by the top
leaders of the two countries. A
consensus on need to reopen the deal
in the backdrop of low global oil and
gas prices emerged during Qatari
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani’s visit in March 2015.

The new formula is linked to
Brent crude and would entail a
saving of Rs 4,700 crore annually for

In amajor energy diplomacy coup
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the fertiliser industry alone, the
biggest consumer of liquid gas. A
lower fuel cost would automatically
reduce the government’s fertiliser
subsidy. Its impact on power tariffs
would be felt because there also
consumers who will be benefited by
reduction in prices because in India,
Gas-fired stations account for 7-8 %
of total capacity. Most of the gas-
fired stations are running under
special government subsidy scheme
and most importantly the gas utility
GAIL would stand to benefit since
the lower price would prompt gas
demand, raising utilisation of the
utility’s pipelines which will further
give a fillip to the overall economy.
The main driver of the successful
deal between both the countries was
the realisation on both sides of
India’s muscle as a buyer and
Qatar’s imperative to maintain
market share. In return for the
renegotiation, the companies of both
the countries has also signed a
separate contract for one million
tonne of additional gas for the
remaining tenure of the deal, which
has given a benefit of $15 billion by
way of lower prices when they were
going up in the 11 years since
supplies began in 2003.
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India and Egypt: Towards a
Greener Economy

= Bhavya Sree Ravi,
Neha Batra,
Shwetabh Ranjan

“Green Economy Initiative”,
launched in late 2008 by the United
Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), aims to improve the human
well-being and social equity, while
significantly reducing environmental
risks and ecological scarcities.India and
Egypt were among the 65 countries
that embarked on this mission to
create sustainable economies through
development of green policies,
technologies, and infrastructure.

Both countries have common areas
of concern in their endeavour to
develop greener economies. One
major problem being the ever
increasing  population  and
urbanization accompanied with the
colossal increase in the number of
vehicles on road. For instance, as per
the Delhi government website, there
are 84.75 lakh private vehicles and
3.56 lakh commercial vehicles
registered in Delhi up to 31 March’15.
The direct results of this rise in vehicle
population in the form of pollution,
poor waste management, poor air
quality, etc are major concerns for the
government and the citizens in
general. In this paper, I present three
selected cases from Egypt wherein the
Egyptian government has, in
collaboration with international
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organizations, successfully
implemented programs in the last 7-8
years to combat the environmental
issues discussed above and their
applicability in the Indian context.

“Egypt Vehicle Scrapping and
Recycling Program” is a national
program launched in 2009 to reduce
greenhouse emissions and air
pollution associated with the aging
taxi vehicles in Greater Cairo. Under
the program, the taxis operational for
over 20 years qualify for voluntary
replacements with newer models that
meet Egyptian environment Law
standards. The earlier government
regulation, Traffic law #121 which
states that the owners of mass
transport vehicles older than 20 years
will not be eligible for operating
licenses supported the
implementation of this program. The
whole process takes place in two parts.
In the first phase, the interested
vehicle owners head to the scrapping
and recycling storage site for
inspection following which they are
entitled to the financial incentives in
exchange of the old vehicle. These
incentives include tax and custom
waiver for purchase of new vehicles.
In the second phase, the old vehicles
arerecycled in a private sector facility
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selected through a tender issued by the
government. Government also
provides support and resources for the
storage site and the compliance and
monitoring of the program. While the
program is set to last 28 years from the
launch date, the project will most
likely be mainstreamed as a
continuous service.

The program runs on the public
private partnership (PPP) model.
Private sector partners include vehicle
dealers, participating commercial
banks and an insurance company. The
dealers provide lower than market
prices for the vehicles while the
commercial banks provide lower than
market interest rates on loans for
buying new vehicles. In the period
from 2009 to 2015, 43,000 taxis in the
outer Cairo regions have been
replaced through the program and an
estimated 350,000- 470,000 Certified
Emission Reductions (CERs) will be
registered over the period 2013-
2018.0Other benefits include CH, and
N,O reductions and increase in the
average fuel efficiency. However, the
program faces substantial systematic
risk due to instability in the political
and macroeconomic categories.

As discussed above, three factors
common to the Egyptian Capital and
Indian metropolitan cities are high
population density, use of automotive
vehicles as primary means of transport
and transport sector being a major
pollutant. Given the lack of necessary
policy to deal with the aging vehicles
in India, the Egyptian program
provides a great model for the
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scrapping and recycling initiative in
India. The recent government
initiatives to mitigate the problem
such as ban on diesel vehicles over 10
years old in Delhi issued by the
National Green Tribunal seem
lacklustre without the necessary
incentives provided as in the Egyptian
model.

The program also provides a good
case for the “Cash for Clunkers”
Scheme that is being developed and
proposed by the Ministry of Road,
Transport and Highways (MoRTH).
The scheme plans to provide cash
incentives upto Rs 1.5 lakh for new
purchase of vehicles, with amount of
benefit depending upon the use of the
vehicle replaced. The plan involves
setting up of 8-10 industrial units near
ports like Kandla which will give
certificates for accepting old vehicles
and recycle vehicles from India and
abroad, thus giving a boost to
employment and economy.

The second Egyptian case for the
development of sustainable Green
Economy is the “Egypt Pollution
Abatement Project”. EPAP is the largest
industrial pollution abatement
program in the Middle East and
Africa implemented by The Egyptian
Environment Affairs Agency (EEAA),
presently in its third phase. It is co-
financed by a consortium of
International  financial and
development organizations including
the World Bank, the European
Investment Bank and the French
Development Agency. The project has
pioneered a sustainable mechanism
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for pollution abatement by a
combination of financial, technical
and institutional measures. It
promotes pollution abatement in
industrial complexes in Alexandria
and Greater Cairo areas by financing
a wide range of projects that address
several environmental problems
through emission reduction,
environmental improvement, waste
water treatment, adoption of cleaner
technologies and so on. These
activities also benefit the firms by
increasing their economic
competitiveness in respect of the
production efficiency, job creation,
exports, marketing and corporate
governance. The Financial incentives
in the form of 20% grant (of the loan
amount) and its linking to the
company’s performance have played
a greatrole in encouraging companies
to participate in this project.

The second phase of the project,
EPAP II established performance
benchmarking system to strengthen
the implementation and monitoring of
the program. Apart from the financial
assistance, institutional support
improves the enforcement of
environmental regulations. The third
phase of EPAP expands the project
with preferential treatment to the
Small and medium Enterprises (SMEs)
and use of alternate fuels in industries.
While India also has environmental
regulations in this regard, the
Egyptian case provides a good
example for its better implementation.

Last but not the least, “The Eqypt
national Cleaner Production Centre
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(ENCPC)” is a prime example of
cooperation between the private and
the public sector to follow a cleaner
production approach thereby saving
natural resources, reducing waste
disposal and abating industrial
pollution. It was established in 2005
by the Egyptian government in
cooperation with the United Nations
Industrial Development Organisation
(UNIDO). The centre offers technical
assistance to the Egyptian industry to
achieve zero waste, integrated
chemicals management, energy
efficiency, etc. At the same time, it
helps the companies to gain financial
access by assisting them in meeting
credit requirements of International
Financial institutions like the World
Bank, German Development Bank,
etc. While the project faced a number
of limitations and setbacks because of
lack of concrete policies and
managerial expertise, it successfully
created a positive impact on the
productivity and the competitiveness
of the Egyptian Industries with the
support of its international
collaborations.

Apart from these PPP programs, a
number of private initiatives in the
Egyptian context have created a
significant impact in combating
environmental pollution and moving
towards a cleaner production. “El
Masreya for lead smelting, refining and
fabrication” is one such organization
that has created significant
environmental and social benefits by
re-allocating the smelters and
designing efficient new facilities.
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While these Egyptian success stories provide great insights for
implementation of similar policies and programs in India, Environment
Investment is a trend that has not been sufficiently explored in Egypt and
provides an attractive future business opportunity for Indian investors.” Green
development” is the need of the hour for both the nations and their
collaboration in this regard holds great potential and benefits for both the
parties.

(The authors are Young India Fellows 2015-16 interning with SPMRF under
the ELM programme)
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Sub- Saharan Africa: Indian
Investment in the Power Sector
= Bhavya Sree Ravi, Neha Batra, Shwetabh Ranjan

ub-Saharan Africa comprises of

he region below the Sahara

desert in the African continent
comprising of 49 countries and an
approximate population of 800 million.
India’s relations with the region dates
back to the 19th century when
Mahatma Gandhi started his civil
disobedience movement for the first
time in Natal against the lawful
practice of racial discrimination.
However, post-independence India’s
relations with the region didn’t make
much progress. The relations were
stagnant in the post-cold war era but
strengthened because the problems
being faced by both India and Sub
Saharan region were similar like poor
economy and trade, population, health
and education. This led to strong
economic (natural resource and
market opportunities) and political ties
(strategic partnership, India’s global
ambitions) between the two regions.

As per a recent report by Deloitte,
Sub-Saharan Africa is forecast to be
the fastest growing region in the world
over the next five years as measured
by the projected GDP growth rates.
The trade between India and Sub-
Saharan Africa stood at $60 billion in
2012. However, it was still far below
that of the EU ($567.2 billion), the U.S.
($446.7 billion), and China ($220
billion). Nevertheless, India has shown
great interest in its engagement with
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this region through a wide range of
activities, including investment
programs and development aid. While
there is a wide scope of investment in
a number of sectors in this region
including manufacturing, power,
education, and so on but our area of
immediate concern is the power sector
in this region and its potential for
Indian investments.

One of the major challenges that
face the region of Sub Saharan Africa
today is that of power generation.
According to a survey done by
McKinsey in February 2015, South
Africa has 13% of the world’s
population and 48% of the global
population without electricity. The
only other region facing similar
imbalance is South Asia with 23% of
world’s population and 34% of the
people without access to electricity.
Thus, almost 600 million people in
Africa are without electricity. The only
seven countries in the Sub Saharan
region with electricity access rate
exceeding 50% is Cameroon, Cote
D’Ivoire, Gabon, Ghana, Namibia,
Senegal and South Africa. Even the
consumption rate is 150 Kilowatt-
hours per capita, much lower than
India and Brazil, the other two
countries in the IBSA (India, Brazil
and South Africa) forum. Such
conditions of lack of electricity cause
major damage to the economy and



INDIA'S WORLD OF DIPLOMAGY

leads to the stagnated development.

The major reason behind the power shortage in Africa lies in the lack of
infrastructure. The region’s plans to develop its industries are purely based on the
amount of power it will generate in the future. According to the same McKinsey
report, the power consumption in Sub-Saharan region with the proposed plan of
development of industries will be around 1600 terawatt hours by 2040 which is 4
times of thatin 2010. These figures are based on a fivefold increase in GDP, doubling
of population, electricity access levels reaching 70% and increased urbanisation.
Also, with these estimated consumption levels, the estimated increase in power
generation is only 70-80% under the current plans of increasing power generation.
Thus there is a huge gap between the projected demand and supply of power in
this region that creates immense potential for foreign investment in this sector.

The potential of the estimated power generation vary across different types

of power. §
Source Power generating capacity
Solar 10 terawatts
Gas 400 gigawatts
Hydro 350 gigawatts
Coal 300 gigawatts
Wind 109 gigawatts
| Geothermal 15 gigawatts )

Gas would account for more than 40 percent of the electricity generated
from 2020 onward, with hydro remaining a very important technology. Solar
would take off significantly after 2030, representing 8 percent of the generation
mix by 2040 and more than 30 percent of capacity additions between 2030 and
2040. Even in the absence of active incentives, more than 25 percent of total
energy in 2040 would come from clean sources — geothermal, hydro, solar, and
wind —compared with 21 percent today, almost all of which is from
hydroelectric sources. The average levelized cost of energy generated would
be about $70 per megawatt-hour. If the countries in this region are to build the
required set up for generation of power it would cost around $490 billion and
another $345 billion for transmission and distribution.

This is where India can collaborate with Africa. Prime Minister
NarendraModi recently said that solar energy is vital for the energy security
of India. During his visit to the US, he also said that India is working towards
the use of clean sources of energy. With the upcoming India-Africa summit
towards the end of October this could be a potential aspect of collaboration
within the two nations. Indian power generation companies can invest and
start operating in Sub Saharan region. There are already a lot of Indian
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Companies in South Africa and the Sub Saharan region which are into Electrical
and Electronic manufacturing with a $ 2.5 billion export. With Indian
companies entering the African power generating sector, it can be mutually
beneficial. TATA is already in negotiations for entering the power generation
market of Africa. Vulnerable Energy Solutions Director Mayank Garg recently
said that the Indian power sector is facing a serious threat with the coal
depleting. So, by entering into that market a proposal for mutual consent can
be the import of coal on a low tariff trade barrier and in return Indian companies
can use their technology to set up power generation plants.

In conclusion, we argue that the Indo-Africa forum should seriously discuss the
potential investments by Indian power manufacturing companies. The technology
possessed by Indian power sector companies can be very helpful in successfully
tapping the natural resources available in the Sub Saharan region to generate power
and lead to the growth of industries. The returns to these companies will be enormous
in terms of revenues as demand for power will grow manifolds in the next 25 years
as we've discussed earlier. By investing now, the companies will have an edge as the
rates at which power will be supplied will be lower because of the lower cost of
operations right now. These costs will eventually increase making the supply more
expensive. Thus tapping into the sub Saharan Africa’s power sector will be the best
move towards a mutual beneficial relation and stronger ties.

~N
J
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Book Review:
PANDIT MADAN MOHAN MALVIYA AND THE
FORMATIVE YEARS OF INDIAN NATIONALISM

. Abhishek Pratap Singh

t times history has not been fair
enough while judging individual
ersonalities, social movements

and assessment of political situations.
Most often, the level of ‘intellectual
honesty’ has failed while analyzing the
contributions made by national leaders
during the freedom struggle and often
some have been ‘outcast’ in an attempt
to justify a certain definite set of
theoretical prepositions. The reference
to his belief that “‘history has not been
kind to Sardar Patel” by Prime Minister
Modi while addressing the gathering on
‘run for unity’ day in New Delhi on 31
October 2014 was a pointer to this habit.
In addition, this too has been a case with
Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya.

The decision of the Union
Government to confer ‘Bharat Ratna’ on
Malviya generated a renewed interest in
scholarship about his contribution in
freedom struggle and as a social
reformer. It has brought forth a serious
desire to understand his contribution and
its significance for the Indian national
movement.

While so called ‘left liberal
historians’ put no less effort to portray
Malviya as a Hindu nationalist led by
A.G. Noorani’s account in Frontline
Magazine in his cover story ‘Portrait
of a Propagandist’. (Vol: 3, Issue: 01,
23-01-2015) At this time the well
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written and timely produced volume on
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and
the Formative Years of Indian
Nationalism by Dr. Vishwanath Pandey
looks into the interesting fact of key
role played by Padit Malaviya in India’s
freedom movement and dwells on the
sound facts to build intellectual
arguments for a national leader. Adding
to the author’s credibility, the foreword
by noted historian Dr. Mushirul Hasan,
makes a suggestion for compulsory
reading of the book.

In its very fundamental argument the
author argues against the tendency of
dividing national leaders as ‘nationalist’
and ‘Hindu nationalists’. He refers to the
significant writings of T. N. Madan,
Ashis Nandy and Bipin Chandra to argue
that the very basis on which these
divisions have been made is false. He
interestingly points that this
oversimplification has not taken in
account the inherent diversity of
opinion and political orientations of
India’s nationalists. For example, while
Raja Ram Mohan Roy has all praised for
‘positives’ of colonial rule, Lokmanya
Tilak was candid in his observation of
Congress practicing ‘political
mendicancy’.

In his opening remarks in the chapter
Introduction and Life Sketch, author
refers to different historians of Malviya’s



key role in freedom struggle. He covers
the evolution of his personality as a
national leader from graduation days to
practicing law, journalism and becoming
member of provincial legislative council
in 1903.

The next chapters include his key
speeches delivered from Congress and
Hindu Mahasabha platforms, and also in
his capacity as a legislator. Pointing to
the fact of its greatest contribution for
social reform, the author refers to his
remarkable speech on ‘abolition of
indentured labour’ at the meeting of the
Imperial Council held on March 20,
1916. It may be argued that this makes
Pandit Malviya a forerunner of ‘labour
rights movements’ in India and the related
issue of child labour.

Pandit Malviya forcefully opposed
the Press Bill in April, 1910 and stood
out against Seditious Meeting Act. He
argued for holding civil service exams
in India and supported Gokhale’s motion
on education. The readings refers to his
key speeches on proper rural sanitation
and empowerment through education. In
this chapter the focus is on Malaviya’s
philosophy of education that was
directed towards the total development
of the persons mind and body.

Author points out in his book that
Pandit Malaviya did not oppose India’s
Muslims. In one of his key speeches in
the Hindu Mahasabha, he reminded of
religious harmony and said that “no
single community can run over the
rest.” At Punjab Hindu Sammelan in
1923, Malaviya said that only a
religiously oriented society would unite
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the Indians as a nation and allow them to
make progress. However, affirming his
nationalist belief he stood hard against
communal electorates as it harmed
national unity by creating social
divisiveness.

His convocation address in 1929 of
BHU gives an excellent reading of his
mind on education and its objectives.
Author quotes from one of its speeches,
“India was a country where the
importance accorded to education was
not new, what was new was the need for
compulsory education”. The last chapter
includes his last message delivered on 1,
November 1946 to reflect his mind of
being misunderstood by some people.

In sum, the book is a sincere attempt
to summarize the personality and thought
of Pandit Malviya, relying on primary
sources in order to bring a rational and
academic account of things at large. It
clears the dust on some issues related to
his ideological orientation and brings a
fair account of what is written in the
foreword by Dr. Hasan, that “he held
Gandhiji in high esteem; the Mahatma,
too, thought of him as a patriot™.

Book Review: PANDIT MADAN
MOHAN MALVIYA AND THE
FORMATIVE YEARS OF INDIAN
NATIONALISM : Edited by Vishwanath
Pandey; LG Publishers Distributors,
49, Gali No. 14, Pratap Nagar, Mayur
Vihar Phase I, Delhi- 110091.
Rs. 1250.

(The reviewer is a Doctoral
Candidate, School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi.)
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“The gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural,
social, economic and political can be rendered
possible through coordinated efforts of bands
of trained and disciplined Indians. Armed with
the knowledge of India's past glory and
greatness, her strength and weakness, it is they
who can place before their country a
programme of work, which while loyal to the
fundamental traditions of India civilisation
will be adapted to the changing conditions of
the modern world."

= Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Conwvocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943




